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HAVE been called upon to give 
thee mine Opinion of this Pub- 


> Jication, which I do very readily. 
" It does not appear, that Mr. Dorney 
Fj 7 publiſhed any Thing in his Life- 
© time. The following Tra&s were 
$ ” his private Meditations, and the 


£ * 


| Letters were written in Confidence 
to his Friends, ' without the leaſt 
| Deſign of their being ever made 
FP; But after his Death, the 

| A 2 Perfons, 


Iv, PREFACE. 
Perſons, into, hoſe Hands ey | 


fell, read them with. Delight, ; and | 


printed. them, .in;Hopes:they might | 


| be the-means of Koſs phy = Hweat | is | 


CHRIST: And they were! not: mil- "ht 
many! aetbis Day {may (heir Num- 
ber increaſe) whole. Experience: Is 3 
the. ſame with Mr. Dorneys,, and to "$23 


whom CHRIST. is precious indeed. 
Ever fince the Book was lent to-me, 
I have been trying to buy.a Copy, 


- _ but it is fo, ſcarce, that .I have. not 


yet ſuggeeded., ;When T heard that 
Mr. . Malls. was, printing a New 
Edition. .at,BaTy, I was thankful 
both for;the Providence which. | Was 


AAFIA® 


alſo. for; the,/ Proſpe&,, of;;it's. being 


about.to put it into-my Hands, and F 


generally, uſefu], It. is a much. de- | 


fired Publication : Is very ſeaſon- 
able: , And; contains. a ſound and 
fayory ,Experience.; The Author 
Was: Femauply A \ great Chriſtian. 
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fide "WAS "upon! him.'* Be 
vas tatghtthe Thitv6f COD very 
be Fclearly,” and lived 'upon” them” FaC- 
7 fically; ' Scores” of Years, "*s'He ex- 
# pre Mini" Tt Has" beer very 
% [rofitable" to me to" obſerve, how 
© -unweariedly this 61d Diſciple pref; 
7 fed forward, uſing every appothite, 
7 Metis, for an' TRereaſ® of Divine | 
BY. Knowle dge, 'of Faith, of” Hope, 
hp” ; and. of hvely. Communion with. 
” GOD in CHRIST. He well knew 
RY | his Privileges, | and he endeavored 
F Fl : +0 improve : them, by, walking be- 
= fore GOD' in all Well-pleafing; and 
On abſtaining from” all Appearance | 
Pet of E vil. The Do&rines' of Grace 
X54 taught of GOD- are the only Pro- 
moters' of true 'Holhmeſs, as My. © 
2 'Dorney ſhi Its. . his'- Writings, Z 
= and  UOTES by his Examp le. He 
; was a fruitful Branchin 1k Hea- 
- venly Vine : Andnone but Branches 
; grafted into CHRIST, 'the © True 
” "VEE, can have any Root of Holi- 
= A 3 a neſs, 


So. 4 


i 2 | | | 1in 0 
Pen.) to make them fruitful, | 'or | 
IF, 72k Be. End to. propoſe by. their 1 


Fi ruits, or any, Blefling promiſed to 
them, Reade, may the Doct i 
of Grace be made as evident to thy 
nderſtanding, as enlivening to thy 
Heart, Uda as operative on thy Lite 
as they. were to Mr. Dorney : bY.) 


prays thy Servant 1 in JESUS 
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r. HENRY DORNEY. 


[E was Potri'l in this Year 1693, at ot: Ki: 
BEL 41 in the County: of Gloceſter; and was 
A She fifth Child, and Son of Mr. Thomas Dor- 
34 4 cy, Gent. and Joanna his Wife; both very 
—Feligious; and had a numerous Iffue {in all, 
Eleven Children;) towards 'whom they had. © 
= moſt tender and parental Care, and were ' 

—anduſtriouſly diligent in bringing them up im | 
he Nurture and Admonition of the Lord. Their _ 
—X1deſt Son was bred a Scholar at Oxford, and | 
Fplaced at the Pims of Court; and, after he- 
ZÞbecame a Barriſter, continned in the Prac- 
=Ztice of the Law until he died. Their ſecond 
| and third Sons deceaſed in their Infancy and ' 
inority. Their fourth Son alſo was bred 
a Scholar, and entred upon the Miniſterial 
Trnetion: dying in the Flower of his Age : 
=Whom the Lord was pleaſed to bleſs with a _ 
EFpreat Degree of profound Learning, and In- 
F i op into ſacxed Myſteries, beautified with ' 
3p= ſuper-abundant Meaſure of Divine Grace: 
4 B Whos 


2 The LIFE of 


Who kept a contiine Diary of his "7. "Ba 
Bat it is the fifth Son, Mr. Henry Dorney, 
who is the Subje& of this following CHA- 
 RACTER. 

After he had been Religiouſly educated 
by his Parents, and furthered.in Learning at 


Country-Schools, he was, about the four- 
teenth Year of his Age, brought up to Lon- 
don ; where he ſpent much of his Time with 
them, in Attendance on the publick Ordi- 
nances of God's: Word and Worſhip, at the 
Morning and Weekly Le&tures, beſide the 
Solemnities, of Worlſhip-on, the Lord's Day. 


At which Time (as judged) began the Work 


of God's Grace effeually to ſeize on his 
Heart. And after a ſhort Continuance in 
London, he retired again into the Country, 
in; the Purſuance of Human Learning ; and 
was at. length ſettled at Newbury Free- School ; 
where, in a Year's Time, or little, more, he 


thrived ſo ſwift in Learning, that he became 
compleatly fit for the Univerſity : But for 


ſome cogent Reaſons, his Father (with his 
own Conſent, he being always very obſequi- 
ous) thought it more convenient to diſpoſe 
of him to a Trade: In Attendance on which, 
and all along in the Variety of outward 


Changes in the Courſe of his Life. and a- 


midſt his buſieſt ſecular Afﬀairs and Employ- 


ments, he yet kept the Rudiments. of his 7 
School-Learning ; ; appiying himſelf with great 39 


Diligence, as he had ſpare Time, to perfect 
his Studies 1in the Dogs! Tongues, where- 


n 


Mr. HENRY DORNEY. "9g 


EZ in he was very expert and accurate ; eſpeci- 
= ally in the Hebrew; and retained an exact 
FHF Knowledge of them to his dying Day. 

3 With Reſpe@ to his * Natural Abilities, 
Z he had a quick Fancy and Invention, a ripe 
XZ Wit, a tenacious Memory, a large Under- 
# ſtanding, and a profound Judgment. 

> His f Natural Temper was Grave, Amia- 
7 ble, Aﬀable; he had Sweetneſs mixt with 
= Gravity, and Chearfulneſs mixt with Seriouſ- 
X neſs; much condemning an affeQed Melan- 
= choly and Reſervedneſs, He had an un- 
== daunted Courage, tempered with Meeknelſs ; 
#7 and ſeldom, if ever, ſeen diſcompoſed with 
= Paſhon of 'any Sort. He was plain-hearted, 
= kind, ſociable; not at. all Loquacious, or 
7 given to much Talk ; yet not ſparing to peak 
7 when and where he ſaw it needful, and had 
>= a Call thereto, He alfeted not Morofenels 
on the one Hand, nor was he complimental 
gon the other ; yet courteous towards all, and 


= uſed Flattery 'to none, either in Speech or 
=. bs 
>> | When he apyroached to God in | Duty, 
s .. DT REO Tr IIS E Ott ve Ye 
it ſeemed to be with a great Awe upon his 
Spirit, withdrawing his Mind from every 
== Thing that might diſtra@ him ; eſpecially in 
2 Prayer: Endeavouring to do what he did as 


= in God's Sight, with ſpiritual Vigour and Ac- 
Be tivity 2 


[4 


© * His Natural Abilities, 
= T7 His Natural Temper. 
= {| His Religious Dutics, 


tivity . 


| 


Ing 0 


ER The 


LIFE of 


| great Part of his. ſpare Time, both in the 
_ Day, and in the Night, when he was awake, 


' and not hindered by. Weakneſs, and other 


| Bodily Diſtempers. And he was want to lay 


' to this Effe&, when he diſcerned notthe lik 'f 
' Readineſs in others, who were more addicted x 
to Conference ; We, alas (at (at teaft, fome of- us ) b 
| know a great deal notionally, but 'tis Prayer un 3 


| the Spirit is the Work we mind. 


chiefly 


And when. he had been defired: to. declare | 


His Opinion of any difficult Scripture, (where- 
in he had a deep Inſight) he ſpake to this 
Purpoſe ; If you would know the true. Mean- 
pf ſuch or fuch a Scripture, pray over it; 
that beg the moſt effeflual Means to come to know 
the Mind of God's Spirit in, tus Word. . And he 
had ſuch a holy Intimacy and Familiarity 


with, God, that he. would { peak, to him in 


Prayer, as if one cordial Friend were ſpeak- 
ing to another ; yet with great Humiliation, 
Proſtration and eyerence, And when the 
Frame of his Soul was never. fo little out of 
Order, he ſeemed to be. very much troubled, 


_ until he could get into ſome Place of Retire- 


ment, for the re-gaining of his former de- 
lightful Frame of Communion with God. 
And this he would Lo often Poe. of, os 

iS 


NS EETS ok 25 
4 


ts At 
a ans EO Sa on EO Yr 
EEE en nar nn 
COONS Je $2 ah IDS ONT 
- bt GR $I i 


according to his own  Gaying, That * 
. wwe:-muſt not be Drones in God's Work, but be rouz- © 
_ ed and enlivened in, all the Services we perform, to © 
him; which, alſo. ſhould be chiefly inward, with as | 
little outward Appearance as may be. "He was 
one deyoted to Prayer; which took up a} 


* X 


rn 
;--- > <S_ 
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Mr. HENRY DORNEY. 5 


Wii: moſt award Friends. And his Maritier 
b b | was, when he prayed alone, not to uſe his 
Voice at all; but all his ftriving i in Prayer 
_ was inward; faying, That Bodily Exeraſe pro- 
y/s attle; and more eſpecially in ſecret Pray- 
4 And alſo, when he joined with others 
Win ; Prijet he ſeldom was feen or heard” to 
- i as accounting it would be Matter of Dif- 
®turbance. And he'would be fure, as to his 
'Þ # town Particular, to uſe no higher Voice in 
FPrayer than was merely neceſlary for thoſe 
that were preſent, and joined” with him in 
# the ſame Duty : Often hignifying his Dilltke 
*X of ſuch a raiſed Voice in Prayer, as might 
7 be diſtinaly heard any further "than that 
i A Room or 'Place where thoſe that joined in 
Prayer were aſſembled. Alfo, except the 
7 Caſe was extraordinary, he did not approve 
—Rof making long Prayers, but rather more 
frequent ; eſpecially in and with a Family ; 
-#Fleſt ſome other neceſſary Duties might be 0- 
"7 mitted, or the Time that ought to be ſpent 
7 about them abridged: And more particularly 
7 at Nights, that Family-Duties ſhould be. 
7} more conciſe; leſt, through Wearineſs, Ser- 
2 vants and. others ſhoufd be overtaken with 
4 | Sleep. And he ſaid, That the Reaſon why 
many make long Prayers and muttiphed Words, 
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' os that they doubted God did not hear them, and 

_ therefore they would pray the more, thinking that 

Z 7 much ſpeaking, fomulhing might take with God, 

£ And he further ſaid, That as Burnt-Offerings 

j aud Sacrifices of old were not F Tar any fur- 

B 3 Re 
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ther than they typified Chriſt, fo God delights not 6 


m the outward carnal Performance of religious 
Duties, nor m any Thing performed only by the 
 Abulittes of the outward Man: And that Prayer | 
ſhould be the holding of the Promife in the 
gue Hand, and the Petition in the other. 7 
That our Words ſhould be few, with 7 TolT |; 
inward Compolſure of Mind and Spirit in 7 
the Duty. And that we often come before the * 
Lord, furmyhed with Words, when the Power of 
Faith, and of the. Spirit, 1s wanting. And that 3 
we never pray with Delight, until we believe that 
our Prayers are heard, and will be anſwered ; 
which we put up to God in the Name of Chr iſt, 
according to his Will, And that without a per- 
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ſonal Intereſt in Chriſt, there 1s no Approach 
unto God. It our Perſons be not in him, *7 
 1t would be in vain to ſeek him; for we ** 
could never come at him, were not our Per- ' 
{ons united to him. And as to his own Ex- * 
perience, he ſaid, Sometimes 1 find I am exceed. | 
mg heartleſs: in Duty ; that 1 go unto 1t as one al- 
together dead ;'yet beung convinced it 15 my Duty, I 


\ teak the Words im Prayer : and doubtleſs, ſuch 
| Words, where there is a ſtriving of the Spirit a- 

 gainſt the Fleſh to overcome that Indiſpoſedneſs, | 
they are prevalent with God, though we ny not 
account them jo. 

He was fo often and frequent, * both 
Day and Night, in his Converſe with God, 
that his Lite was no other but a conſtant 

Walking with him. 
In 


- His ſecret Devotions. 
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FAT Mr. HENRY DORNEY. Thy 
2 $10 his } Family ha ſo wiſely behaved him- 


py. 


6 Wf in his Diſcipline, and by-his grave, ſweet, 
z [.. bd pious Carriage, that all under his Roof 
hd both reverence and love him: And his 
Indeavour and Care was (if 1 it were poſlible) 
b- 3 receive and retain none in his Houſe but 
Wch as truly feared God. And if it hap- 
Wened, at any Time, that any Servants prov- 
EC bad, he would: turn thenr off ſo ſoon as 
S& could ; but yet always at their Parting, by 
Ws Prayers for them, his Counlel, Advice, 
nd Liberality to them, none-ſuch went from 
Wm, but, at their departure, did or might have 
Wrried with them, aſelf-condemning-Convic- 
Hon of his Goodneſs, and their own Folhy. 
Me allo uſed to catechiſe his Servants on cer- 
4 Win Days of the Week, ſo far as other im- 
- portant Afﬀairs, and his natural Conſtitution 
wt Body would permit. . 
23 His daily * Family-Duties were” 1n this 
"KMcthod performed. Firſt, he prayed before 
"She reading of God's Word ; which was ob- 
&rved to be to this Effet: That God would 
—Fevour us with his Preſence in our Approaches 
# lum, and make us fenſtble we have to do with 
— aim, who ts the living God ; and with his Word, 
3 'S a ling Word. That it might not be as a dry 
Wl, as a dead EeRey; nor our Hearts dead mn 
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- fuck in its Sweetneſs; that wei ght have fon] 3 
- ſweet Senſe of has Holimefs, and our Relation v3 U 
him ; and that put forwards m the Uſe of i [ 
: Word. and Prayer. That God would cloath his 
Word with _ Almightinefs ; caufing his Arm to ft vp 
. unbared,. and his Truths to be revealed, that they 3 
might be a bright Lamp to our Feet, and a Light 
 - t0 our Paths, That all his Droine Diftates be ta. 
ken in with, all» Greedineſs ; that thence Viriu 
might flow out, and enter mto our Hearts, and 
be the very Operation of God upon our Souls, and | U 
bas Power unto our Salvation. That God would 2 
conſult his own Grace, that we maght have his i 
Preſen ce, both in the Word, and in our Hearts, 
tn. an, efficacious Way ; cauſing uf kindly to operate, iſ 
- That ome ſpiritual Grace might drop down unto 
_ 653 and that the Word being every whit of it ſpi- 
ritual, might ſpuritualize our Hearts, and influ- 
ence them to an obediential Complance with his 
. whole Will therein revealed. That he would cauſe 3 
24 to take hold of our Hearts, that they might be X 
bowed down, broken and healed by its powerful 
Virtue and Efficacy; making us to delight therein, 
end that:through Chriſt we ebgy be a Delight un- 
to hamfel}. That God would quicken and enlighten 
us, and cauſe his Word to come with Power and 
Life. That we might behold his Glory and Majeſty, 
fhaning in every Part of has Word. And a; God i 
had put an Almughtinefs im ut, jo. he would com- 
mand the Majejly and Authority of it, to bear in 
with an exceeding Werg ht upon our Hearts ; and 
make it Almaglity in- all its efficacious Adlings. 
And that the oidas Power 'Y hes Spurul might 
cleanſe, 
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SW-2nſe, lead, and teark us tn, the Way everlaſting. 
Ind that the Word might be as an Inflrument 
ie hd Meaits in. the Hand of his Spirit, {0 do all 

bis for us, and in us, &c. 

F And. in | the "reading of the Word, he 
l b Would uſually: ſpend a little Time, m ſpeak- 
3 Fr bs to the moſt remarkable heads therein con- 
L. bined; improving it for the Inftruttion and 
$-4ification of * himſelf and | Family. And 
fter that, he cloſed the Morning-exercife 
TC ith ſolemn Prayer. And his Evening-ex- 
Zr ciſe was firſt, Prayer for a Bleſſing on the 
© ord to be read: after which he read a- 
@hapter, and then concluded with' Prayer. 

& * For the right underſtanding of- Scrip- 
j N re-truths, his Counſel was, that we ſhould 
4 mW ſpiritual © Things « with ſpiritual; 
EFhich is diſcerningly to ſuit the Way and 
T ethod of Utterance, in ſuch a: fpiritrial 
| rs as' may beſt agree with the Na- 
|. Sure of the ſpiritual Myſtery of the Goſpel: | 
nd not-to ſpeak ſpiritual Things -carnally; in 

Je Wiſdom of the Fleſh. © And that we can 
Wever profit by the Word heard'or read; un- 
$i we receive it, and take it up, as A Meſſage 
ZFrom the Lord'to our Souls ;' as'the Word of 
= Sie ever-living God: Saying, T1-would ſo read 
i We Scriptures, 'or other good Books, that-in read- 
% 8g, 7 would drink in the Matter or Things 
: i ; _ Sravaiess.- "6 have My Heart to feed 
\FH \ 3b Caen 
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= * His Dire&ons for anderdtanding the Word, and! 
EP rofiting by it, 
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. thereon all. the while. And that we ſhoulilf Þ 


b 


Judge of every Part of Holy-Scripture ac: - mn 
cording to the Proportion of Faith, and} '© 
Body of Truth. . And more particularly 6, 
touching the THREATNINGS we meet 
' with in Scripture, we muſt note they are al. = 
ways to be underſtood, with a ſecret implied 
_ Condition; that notwithſtanding, if we return 
. to God, they ſhall not be inflicted on us: But 
when God ſwears to his Threatnings, there} 4 D 
| he makes it good; as in'the Caſe of the unbe- 
| lieving JIfraelites. And for Scripture PROMI1-l 
:SES; we muſt not look on. any Promiſe, but H 
in and through Chriſt; '1n whom- alone they il 
-are Yea and ay And that we fhould labour [: 
.ofter the 'believing Sight of a Promiſe, which is| 
: more worth than gl the Gold: and Silver in the 
'World: And therefore we ſhould catch at the 
' Promiſes, (having a Right to them in Chriſt)| a 7 
-as a Man ſwimming lays hold-on a Thing, | * 
when he ſees himſelf in Danger; and bear 7 
ourſelves nakedly on them, as a Swimmer | A 
ampon his Bladders. And for «this, get a tho-if << 
xough Behef-that there'ts but one God ; that Wl 
this God is the ſame, his Covenant the ſame, b 
andever the fame; that his Words are the 
ſame as ever they were in Noah's, Abraham's 
and David's Time ; putting ourſelves in their ll 
Caſe: As, put the Caſe'l were Noah, Abraham, 
| Moſes, &c. And we muſt come up. to this Wl 
Perſuaſion, that God ever abideth faithful, 
and that the Kernel of the Promiſe, both Wl 
then and now, is God's will in Chriſt, And + 
touching 


tx Weving the COMMANDS of the Word, we 
Eſt note, That 2 is' heavy Work to eye God's 
7a) mand only in our Obedience, without looking" 
to him for Strength; for to us under the Goſpel, 
Ba never intended the Commandment any other- 
= than as a Rule, not as our Strength, for 
cr belongeth unto God; he grves Power and 
W--n.gth to fulfil his own Commands. =* 

3+ He was a ſtriat Obſerver of the Lord's 

D Wy; and. could not endure either to ſpeak 
Wnſclf, or hear ſpoken by others, any 
'T Wing that tended: to withdraw ithe Heart 
| fi \m the SanQtification of that ſacred Seaſon; 
Bd would allow of nothing elſe to be then 
Wd, or done, but what was of Mercy, and | 
2 bc cr Necellity ; ; according | to that\'Word' in. 
+ Ivii. 13. and Leviticus x1x..90. Ye 
WW keep my Sabbaths, 'and reverence my Sanflu- 
F s ; beſide the expreſs Injunttion in the. 
Sgurth Commandment. He exceedingly lov- 
Ee Þ the Habitatton of God's Houſe, and the Place- 


Woſpcl-miniſtry at a mighty Rate. He eſ-- 
Wemed-not of Men for Learning and Parts, 
1 here he ſaw the Grace of God wanting ; 

Wd that they preached themſelves, and not 
ſus Chriſt : But where both concurred, he © 
Bd always the greateſt Reverence and Vene- 
| h tion for them. And to prepare himſelf 
md Family for the due Celebration of the + 
'$ _ and-for the Ordinances of that Day, 
ih F; he | 


i + His Obſervation of the Sabbath, 
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Wire his Honour dwelleth. He valued the. 
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he was heard tooffer up in Prayer ſuch Pei i 
tions as theſe : © That God would draw nigh ' 
« tous in the powerful Working and Oper. 
« ation of his Grace, and cauſe the Dew wn 
**: Heaven to fall upon us, that our F leeceſ 
'««- might not be dry, that our Witherednel; MX 
«. might paſs from us. That we might have 
 « a Verdure, a Greenneſs on our Spirits, 

© and be anointed as with freſh Oil. That's 
« as he hath preſerved us to another Sabbath, Mt 
* ſo he. would make it a good Day to us; 
« giving us throughout the Day, that Thirſt 
* ing and Hungering to which the Promiſe Wl 
* 1s intitled: And cauſe his Omnipotent 
« Arm to bring Salvation, and eſtabliſh it in 
« .our Hearts ; granting us the Light of Life, 
and .making us ſo to hear, that our Souls "I 
« might live, be made fat with the Fatneſs| 3 be. 
« of his Houſe, and be made to drink of E: 
*« the River of his Pleaſures. That no guilt : 
« might abide on us, but be taken wholly 8 
© away, and our Souls freed from the Cap- i 
&« tivity of. a fleſhly Mind and Will. That 3 
« he would cut thoſe Fetters aſunder, and 

work ſome renewing upon our Hearts, | Þ 
** ſome ſpiritual Strength, Warmth and Re- 
© freſhing. That we might have a free In- | A” 
* tercourſe with him throughout the day ; | | 
« praying in prayer, and hear in hearing, | 
«© andſeethe Face of God in his Ordinances; 3? 4 
and they made powerful and transforming. | 4 | 
* "That Jeſus Chriſt might come in his kingly 
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mY, 


5+ power, in the miniſtry of his Word, and i 
Geror | 


Fe Mr.* HENRY DORNEY. 1g 
WS deſtroy allthe Bonds of the Prince of. Dark+ 
ET neſs. That he would not ſuffer the evil An+ 
= gels to diſquietanddiſturbhis people in their 
W waiting. on: hit ; but: that they might. ats 
=& tend upon the Lord without Diſtraction; 
8 That: in' what we do, we- might: honour 
EF bim who is the Lord-of the Sebbata. That 
8 he in Jeſus Chriſt might be well pleaſed 
with us, and ſee and behold hits own: Work- 
| ing 1n us, and upon us; and ſay, [#15 very 
8 good: - That he would grant us:a: folid- Con- 
= fideration of Things ſpiritual; and a ngher 
= Proſpect thereof, ſo as to affe& our hearts ; 
BE and that our.Scope and Aim in all Things 
=# might be to pleaſe him, and: profit -our 
FF own Souls: 'That he would grant us his 
EF Preſence; and: Teaching, and- the - Opera- 
= tions of his Spirit, m'the Uſe of his. Word, 
=S$ which 1s ſpiritual ; andithat our 'Time and 
$8 Life be ſpent in (his. Fear. - That our 
3 Hopes be upward; our Conſiderations 1n- 
28 ward,- and our Converſe with - fpirituat 
X Things, as thofe'' that are /above in the 
=X#. Mount with. God, &c.” And his Man- 
mgcr was, in. the Evening of the Sabbath, af- 
W&r the publick Solemnity was over, to repeat 
EEmielf, or by ſome: other. in his Family, 
Foth the Sermons | preached on' that. Day ; 
ZF:th Prayer both before and after the ſame, 
ccompanted with the finging of a Pſalm ; 
W&ter which he ſupped; and then conchuding 
gc Day again with, folema Prayer, he re- 
_ C * tired 
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tired himfelf to his private Devotion, and fol 
went to Reſt. 

| He had a great * Inſight into the Myſtery 
of the Goſpel, and Divine Things: And this | b: | 
1s evident in the ſeveral tollowing Diſcourſes, 4 : 
In his Letters, &c. and in ſuch Expreſſions | a 
as theſe: That there is a Tang and Touch of the li 
Goſpel, which only the Called of God knows. Ard 38 
that none can know Chrift ſavingly, but thoſe i that =p 
areunited unto him. 2" 
| Concznnine GOD's UncnaNnGEABLE- 3p 
NESS: That though Man be changeable, yet 
God ſtands to his Purpoſe and Promiſe; ap- i 
pearing righteous in his Works, either in 
conquering a Sinner by his Juſtice, or over-| 
coming and removing of his Sin, through #8 
Grace by Faith; and fo ſaving the Sinner ; # 
ordering the very Sin of the Elect to exalt 'FÞ 
his Mercy. Though Sin 1s not m its own 17 
Nature, but by Accident, the Cauſe of i F; 
ritying God's Grace. And ſo moſt nay + he q 
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but he LR a Blefling betind him; he pays | 8 
well for his Entertainment before he parts. WW 
And more particularly; 'That if a poor Child | 250 
ſhould come to his Father, -and ſay, F ather, | b; 
1 would not offend you; it goes to my very 
Heart, whenever I do offend and grieve you: 
Teach 4 b 


Bat 


* His Invight into Spirityal and Divine Things. 
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Tcach me therefore (O my Father) ſo as that 
T# may not offend you in what I do, Will 
Bot hereupon an indulgent Father compaſl- 
ZFonate ſuch a Child? And hath not God 
ZHuch more Pity towards his Children, who 
=S the Fountain of Love and Tenderneſs ? 
WF Of the Dis-Ret1sn of se1nITUAL TriNGs 
=S 2 Grxacfrttss HeanT: That the things of 
BS od, and of Soul-Concern are but a dry 
Eorſel to a carnal Heart; that ſuch a one 
ay talk of Heaven, of the Glory and Happi- 
Bcſs thereof, and may ſeem to be ſomewhat 
*t aken therewith: But if a good Bargam, or 
ome worldly Profit interpoſe, the Heart of 
EZHch a one is preſently taken up, and tickled 
With another Kind of Delight. 
=$ Alſo of the vaſt Difference betwixt a true Chriſ- 
i ran, and one that 15 not fo: That a Chriſtian | 
mndeed 1s a ſtrange Thing, one that outwardly 
| Bppears to live in the World like others: Yet 
F 4 ere is ſomething within him unſeen, that is 
1 ks different from what is in others, as s Heaven 
i nd Earth. 
#1 Concerning rrvE Fairn: That it isthe 
Þ:ving up of our Souls to God in an AR of 
{Reliance on him for himſelf, and thoſe things 
bf 7e defire of him, according to his Will: 
RT hat Aſſurance is rather the Flower or Seal 
He bi Faith, than Faith properly. "That Chrif- 
ans are often much miſtaken about Faith, 
n taking it for a ſure. Confidence and Belief 
"wy What God will help and deliver, &c. But 
E aith chiefly conſiſts in a Recumbency and 
po C 2 _ _ Reliance 
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Reliance on God; a leaning, a rolling upon i LL 
him to help us, or for whatſoever Mercy we" 
defire of him; and not that he will help or 
deliver, out of ſuch a particular Trouble, or | 
to beſtow on us ſuch or ſuch a Thing we want, | q I 
or remove ſuch an Evil we fear; that being 
rather the ProduQ, Effect and Privilege of if 
Faith. Many complain they have not Faith, 
when they have no Aſſurance of God's Per-| E 
formance, though they are all the while in Wl 
the Exerciſe of believing; and that Faith is WÞ 
the Faith that juſtifies; and that true Faith is 
fuch as realizeth Things abſent, remote and 
future. That it is not the Nearneſs of a 348 
Thing makes it real; but Faith ſeeth a Thing ? bart 
to be Neat tho' afar off; when we are apt to 
judge many Times of the Reality of Things, 
becaule they are near. Alſo true Faith dwells 
in a pure Conſcience, it makes its Neſt there, 
it purifies the Heart. "FN 

His Faith in God's Covenant and Promiſe, 8 
* inſtead of many other Inſtances, appeared 
in theſe ſhort Sayings: That thoſe who can- | 
not live nakedly upon a Promiſe, in the want 8 
of a Thing, will not know how to uſe it as 
they ſhould when they have it: And if T were 
ſure to live but one Hour, this ſhould be my 
Exerciſe, The aQting of my Faith upon God's 
Promiſes: And: whilſt, the Soul is thus in an WR 
adventurous Frame, this is not Preſumption, 
neither can it be. It alſo exerteth itſelf in 
». Prayer 
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ie] Krayer in ach Expreſſions as theſe: That the 
Bord would arm us by his Fear, even with that 
. 5 ear that is the Concommant of Love, and Jet them _ 
th be united in us; for it is one. Clauſe of the 
Wew Covenant, that he will put his Fear into our 
Warts, that we may fear him and his Goodneſs, 
Wd that his Name be great in our Eye, that may 
+ c/crve us from departing from him. That the 
Fovenant of his Grace might be a Tree of ripe 
rut to us, and that the Hand of Grace might 
Wake it; that the Fruit may fall down, and we 
7, gather it up for our daily Refreſhment, 
FX Nothing doth more ſatisfy me in the Ve- 
$0 Wt of the Religion * I profeſs, than the 
C neneſs of the Hearts of the People of God; 
who all give in the ſeli-ſame Teſtimony of 
'N Work of Grace in the Heart, the ſame 
Spirit of Faith breathing in them all. | 
| | His F Love to God in Chriſt was ſeen in 
Ze Courſe of his Obedience to Divine Com- 
Mands, and his great Submiſſion to all afflic- 
hve Diſpenſations from God: Alfo in his 
yreat Love to the People of God; in his fre- 
Huent, ſecret, and cloſe Communion with 
| od here, and a longing Deſire to be tranſ- 
Wated, by Death, into his immediate Preſence 
and Fruition. 
; | 7 His T Affurance of God's Love: His pras- 
Wical Di nſcourſes Letters, the folemn Covenant he 
PA C 3 entered 
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: 2 * His "LATED for the Truth of Chriſtian Religion, 
| T His Love to God in Chriſt. 
[: His Afﬀurance of the Love of God, 
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entered into with God, and his dying Words, do i 
throughout plainly demonſtrate. And it was | 
greatly promoted and maintained by his of- 
ten renewing and ratifying. of his ſaid jolemn 
Covenant; ſome of which Ratifications an- 
nexed thereto, are here. inſerted 1 in DISC own 2 
Words, as followeth. 238 
« Finding ſome Motion wickn'n me, urging 
* melſeriouſly to view over this my Covenant, 
*. and conſidering it was a moſt deliberate b- 
* and voluntary Engagement; and that 
+ God, with whom I have to do, remembers 
"a and fails not on his Part; vary that the Wl 
* Frame of my Heart is fo finfully prone to 
* caſt off the Cords of my Duty, and ſo de- i 
* part from the eaſy Yoke of Chriſt, . and the 
* unſpeakable Privileges of my Covenant- i 
* Intereſt in God,my Saviour; and having, 
5 1 fear, finfully omitted theſe three Years a 
: thorough Review of this my Free-will-Ot- 
* fering, I have, this Afternoon, once more 
Q ſpread it, and my Soul with it, through the 
« Favour of my God, before his F ace; and Wi 
* do now again in; his Fear, and in Reliance |W 
. on him, willingly renew the ſame; and 
* again bind myſelf to, be the Lord's, and to 
* be wholly ſubjeted to his Will, to own 
* him as my God, according tothe full Scope 
* and Purpoſe of the Covenant before ex- | 4 
© preſſed. And now, O God. of all Grace 
* and Glory, let this Covenant that thou haſt | j 
* cauſed, and drawn me to renew with thee, i 


+ be confirmed 1 in Heaven, and 1 in the Heart [1 
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Wof thy poor Servant; and caſting myſelf 
pon thee, I claim thee to be my God; and 
I give myſelf to thee; and this Evening, 
En Evening greatly to be remembered ; the 
228th of January 1663. I ſubſcribe irre- 
E&vocably hereunto, with my Hand; © 
_ | $8 Henry DorNey. 


= © Under much Infirmity, yet in fome In- 
Stegrity in my Scope and Deſign, I have 
tperuſed over the forementioned.Covenant, 
= and do own the ſame ; and do this Day, in 
8 Reliance on the good Hand of my God, 
= enter anew .into the Bonds thereof, as the 
WF State of my moſt happy and moſt defira- 
WE ble Liberty and Privilege ; in which I hum- 
8 bly claim God in Chriſt to be mine, and 
Es wilkngly render myſelf into the Hands of 
= his Power and Grace, in all Things to be 
& his, and'cat his Diſpoſe for ever. To 
= which I ſubſcribe with my Hand, this 20th 
= of February 1664. | 
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= *< It having pleaſed God, after many other 
= conhderable Changes, and various Trials 
= and Exerciſes'in my Life, now of late to 
WE reduce . me from a ſingle, to a married 
= Eſtate ; and therein to favour me with the 
WF Society of one, whom I account and be- 
= lieve to be precious in his Sight; and 
WE thereby called me to ſome further Exerciſe 
We of Faith, and a nearer Approach to him- 

= | ſelf, 
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ſelf, for. all Supply and Succour, underlf P 


ce 

© the Wing of his Counſel, Goodneſs, Care, 
© and Faithfulneſs for Soul and Body ; and 
© for his bleſſed Preſence, Good-Will, and 

* Favour to myſelf and mine. And withal, 
£ in regard a very dark Cloud appears ho-l bt 7 
* vering over the Church of Chrit, I thought ''y 
* it my Duty to betake myſelf to the ſureſt 
© Hold; and to retire afreſh into the Arms a 
5. God himſelf: And therefore being un-ili 
* der much Senſe of the looſe earthly Frame 
* of my own Heart, I reſolved to renew up- | 
* on my Soul, the Obligations of the fore-| 
* mentioned Covenant ; which, through the MW 
* Favour of God, I have this Day done ;} 
* lying down at the Feet of a gracious God: ; 
* 1 have again (though with feeble Hands)| 
* been taking hold of Jehovah's Covenant; 
* humbly taking him to be my God, and i 
« giving myſelf and mine to him. I do, 1 
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* ſay, with much Struggling, yet with ſome i 
* Sincerity in my Defire, take God to be my i 
* Portion, and exceeding great Reward ; and 
« 
o 
- 


OB © > 
. — 


do render myſelf, and all that Concerns i 
me, to him, and to his Will, this prefent 
22d of May 1666, and for ever: And doi 
* ſabſcribe the ſame with my own Hand. | 
Hzexnay DorNnzy. i 
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Moreover, in a former Sickneſs, and un- + 
der bodily Ailments, being aſked whether 
there were any Thing burdenſome upon his W 
Spirit ; he replied, 1 have no Diſiruſt m os 8: 
wWhRON 13M 
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om 7 have believed. 1 feel no Sting at all :\ 
gr: is 10 opprefſong Thing upon me, no queling 
Bn; in my Spirit: Nothing troubles me from 
Wn, nor without. FILE 

(44 is. Defires after Glory were, in a pe- 
ar Manner, exerted in his laſt and dying 
1; and Prayers; and at other Times be- 
Wc, in many and various Inftances:; and 
Wgcfy upon this Ground, "That he ſhould 
Wn be perfectly freed from Sin, and ſerve 
Wd without Diſtrattion. And it may be 
WE ful here to mention this following Paſ- 
Sc, that a dear Friend once making his 
oan to him, about vain impertinent- 
Doughts, wherewith he was greatly haunted 
gd troubled in Attendance on God in Duty : 
gc {aid to him no more than this, That that 
= Ting fhould make us willing to be gone- 
W:ce io be with Chriſl, - © 

= He had an 7 entire ReſpeCt to all God's 
Dmmands; avoiding all Appearance of 
i, and: laying hold of all Opportunities 
gr receiving and doing Good; and his very 
=Dul was in it: And itſeemed as natural to 
gm, as for a Perſon to eat when they are 
EW ngry. Yes, he was as a COS out of 
Ws Element, moſt uneaſy and reſfleſs, whilſt 
WE was not attually ſo exerciſed. And his 
EL bmiſlon to the will of God's:Providence, 
= always, ſo it was remarkably inſtanced in 
gs laſt Sickneſs, and allo in a former Sick-' 
73 i= 4 HF5s: Y \ neſs . 


= * His Deſires after Glory. 
Eg : His univerſal Obedience, ,-._ 
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neſs; when he was heard to ſay, * Lord, n 
1t may pleaſe thee, make my Paſſage eaſy. 
If thou wilt have me go, (meaning his De-W 
parture by Death) I am willing: If thou wilt L 
have me to ſtay a little longer, I am wil-\ 
ling: But, Oh! for Sufficiency of Divineſi i 
Aid. Likewiſe was obſerved m theſe Peti- 
tions he offered up to God in Prayer, * That the 
Lord would manage every one of ourf 


bl, 
7A 
” 
Thoughts, and fſpiritualize them for his | 
whole Will; and that his Spirit may have 4 
Hg 
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the Sovereignty in our Hearts: And ſeeing 
1t is the Property of his People, ſo far as Wl 
they are ſpiritualized, to love. and delight Wi 
in all his Statutes, and to love his command- 
ing Will and Word, as well as his promil-| th 
ing Word; That he would lead us into the (. oo 
Light and, Life of [Jeſus Chriſt, and cauſe iſ | 
us to yield up ourſelves univerſally to his Wl 
Rule and Government, and greedily take | # 
in all that Grace and Kindneſs he hath of- | 
fered to us, and get up into the Region of Wi 
Chriſt's Teaching and Leading. That we by 
might be formed to his liking, and as a Peo- i 
ple whom he delighted to own and love; 
and be fitted for the whole Will of God, 
that he would have us to ſubmit unto.” * 
. His + Mortification was clearly evinced, 
by his Behaviour towards that which ſhould 
be always the objective Matter for that 
Grace to be exerciſed upon ; and by theſe 
DireQtions Ulf 
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+ His Mortification, | 
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WDirections he propoſed, as Means and Per- 
W:fives to it; That we ſhould always ſeek 
WW Occaſion againſt the Fleſh ; as it 1s ſaid of 
hc King of Syria, He ſecketh a Quarrel againſt 
SS-: And when we cannot pray it down, or 
WS cditate it down, then apply ourſelves to 
Wood Company, and holy Conference with 
WSthers; and be ever engaged one Way or 
ther, with one Weapon or other againſt the 
WT icſh ; as Sampſon againſt the Philiſtines, who 
gh an Occafion againſt them. And that the 
WV ay to receive any temporal Mercy 1s to be 
Wcad toit: And that as they that will be rich 
Wall into Temptation and a Snare, the like it 
ay be ſaid of thoſe that will not be poor. 
BA nd he further added, that we muſt be mor- - 
Wi ficd as well to Saints as Sinners, if we will 
Wave true Peace. And that if all Things 
Wvcre in a right Frame, the Soul would be_ 
cad to all carnal and earthly Things, and 
Ede cver under full Sail for Heaven: And how 
hen would the Breath of Grace appear in 
Bl! the Actions of our Lives! And, for the 
promoting of this necefſary Work, he was 
EDÞblerved carneſtly to pray, © That mortify- 
We ing renewing Grace might always appear 
WF active in us, and that there might be a ſe- 
We cret Delight in us, to take Vengeance of 
all that carnal Frame and corrupt Inclina- 
tion that'is within us, and an eager Defire 
to have this Body of Death crucified and 
taken away, That a Sentence of Death 
might paſs upon this Body of Sin and Death 
iN us, 
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© ji ws; which Chriſti died to-remiove:: Tha b 


D @ © DS nm Sm 2 © 0 a. 2». 2 © 


[ 
| 


* this Body of Dezth might be battered down, 
© and waſted Day by Day. And that he P 


© would cauſe us = fk to have a War againſt 
**the Law of Sin within us. And that wel 


might long to have it ſubdued, and the So: Wl 
vereignty of God's Grace advanced in our 
Souls; And that our Aﬀe@ions and' De-Wl 
fires might decay more and more towards 
all Things that are of a fading, periſhing i 


ed. And: that he would: help us: to quit 
_ ourſelves as thoſe that are engaged to God, 
and favoured'by him ; and know what it 1 
to have our Natures changed, and the na- Wi 
tural Enmity ſlain. And that we might be WW 
tranſplanted into Jeſus Chriſt; and: made i 
one with him. That the Things above 
* might be the great Things in our Eye, and Bil 
© have more Room in our Hearts; and the 
© Things here below- acconnted-little, and be 
© of low Eſteem withvus. 
The conſtant Sertoulſneſs of* his- Spirit was 


ſeen, ® not only in his Carriage, but in his 


Cautions to others about it; ſaying, That Wl 
there are many thouſand Profeſſors periih 
eternally for Want of Seriouſneſs, and that W 
Iſaiah herein was a great Precedent for our 
Imitation. And mn company of ſome Friends | 
he ſpoke to this Pu:pole':: * We, even very 

we muſt 


* His conſtant Seriouſneſs. 


Nature. And that he would crucify and 3] 
deſtroy in us all the Attempts of the Body Wi 
of Sin, wherewith we are continually haunt- Wl 
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= we mic appear before the Judge of Hea- 
= cn and Earth, that judgeth the Quick and - 
Ws the Dead: And the Enquiry will: not be 
We then, '/how rich, or how poor 'we have 
We been ? But how did we thrive in the Ways . 
of Holineſs? What Work of: Faith, La-_ 
bour of Love, Patience of Hope ? What 
Exerciſe of Grace ? What Zeal for God ? 
How did we make the Glory of God ſhine 
forth in our Lives? Therefore let our 
main Care be, that we do not mils of Hea- 
ven at laſt ; for 'tis poſſible, after a glorious 
Profeſlion, the Soul may miſcarry for all 
that. And I do not ſpeak this to put. a 
Damp upon you ; but to - LIT and cau- 
tion you.” 
His Zeal F cat all Sin was apparent in 
Wis general Courſe. He ſhunned all Appear- 
Wnces of Evil; hating even [the Garment 
WW potted by the Fleſh: Whence he gave this 
WCounſel ; Go not within the Clutches of a Temp- 
Won, to fee what it ts, before you refft + os 15 
7 aft er to paſs by a Temptation, than to come out of 
=: When the Knot is knit, and the Door barred, 
: i harder to get Freedom than before. And allo 
Wh was obſerved to ſay, That the leaſt Evil ad- 
7 mited, hath a Tendency m it, toward the utmoſt 
Link of Diftance from God ; and the leaſt Sim un- 
| - lulged, 75 like unto a Cockatrice indulged, whach 
uns mnto a fiery flying Serpent, Ila. xiv. 29. 
= His Zeal and 1; kat for God through- | 


+ His Zeal againſt Sin, 
| His Zeal and Activity for God, 
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out his Chriſtian Race did eminently ſheyſ 
itſelf,” by improving all' Opportunities to all 
vance his Glory in doing good to Souls, eſp 
cially amongſt his Relations and intimate 
Acquaintance ; where the Lord was plea 
greatly to ſucceed his faithful and fincereiſf 
— Endeavours: And the more in that ther 
_ was ſuch a graceful Majeſty in his Ganroe 
and in thoſe pathetical Expreſſions uttercd 
by him; that it may be truly ſaid of him} 
(in his private Capacity) That his Lips /-Ml 
many, and his Mouth was a Well of Life. Andi 
he uſed to pray for his Relations in ſuch 
Words as theſe; * That the Lord would acl 

* with his Relations in a Way of ſaving pow: 
* erful Convithon, and ſpiritual Operationlſ 
+ And that ſuch, in whom is the Seed of God 
* ſown, might grow up to be Plants of Righl , 
< teoulſneſs, in whom he might be olorified | 5 
* and have the Scal of his Grace and Favour 
* put upon them, and be numbered amongil 
* thoſe that are cared for by the Lord, and 
* houſed in him. And for ſuch Relations : 
as were at a Diſtance from him, he alſo freM 
quently viſited with Letters, and would be 
ſometimes ſending them Books ; uſing Va-W 
_ Tiety of Means for their ſpiritual Welfare Fo, 
Likewiſe he would be writing them in Verſe: 
And inſtead of many Inſtances, it may not p 
be improper to inſert theſe two of plain 
Verſe, which accompanied | two Bibles lM 
tranſmitted, VIZ, : 
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Mr. HENRY DORNEY. tp. 
To Jane Daunſy Jun. Sept. At, ys 


7 Life Eternal doth furp of. Et et 
A De of Time, compar d to Grafs: 


4 L eglect no 1me, until arig WM. -; | 
 £ nform'd you are by Sipre-Lights . 


" D eceipts of Sin (3 to efchew—: 

f A nd then of Clrift to take a View ; 

| U ntl your Heart be drawn to come 

N car unto: him, as to your Home. 

S o fhall your tender Years be bleſt ; 

Y our Soul obtain Eternal Reſt, 

And for this End, this Book T ſend, 
Accept the fame, and Lines above, © 
_ Coming jr 0m, your Kinſman's Love. 


: ANE Davnsy. Anagram. AND IS VAIN, 


f The Scripture is the Rule of Truth: 
= The chefeſt Guide for Age and Youth. 
=_ A truly fhews the Way to Blifs : | 
7 Even how Souls may be born again. * 
* Then let Jane Daunly fludy this; . 
AND ſay, All other Shall IS VAIN. 


Wo. my. fot. Vnde 7 Aunt Trevis, | 
f Sept. 22. 1672. how, 


| What Study. can adorn grey Hairs, LO 
More than true Wiſdom ?. Studies, ROY! 
Beſt crown old Age, when Earth's Affairs 
Shall ceafe: And die muſt Poor and Rech. 
DS - A * 
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A Draught of that true Wiſdom lies 
Within this Book which 7 preſent: 
Oh! let your Hearts and agcd Eyes 
 Therein be earneſtly intent. 
That whale Farris do fill up your Days _ 
_ * A heaven 
And that on ” Earth ou may always 
"Spring to etern, Li fe. _ Farewell. 


its” earth's thoughts may quell; L 


In all his AQtions, * it did appear, that hi 
Aim was to do the Will of his Father whict 4 
is in Heaven: And would: oft ſay, Whatcorilſ 
we do, we ſhould go up and down doing God's 
Work, not our own: And that would be a Mean; 


to keep our Spirits even, and the Heart tender and z 


calm. 


His conſtant Comments + holy Familiari 2% 


ty with and Nearnels to God, ſignally ſhewedMl 
it ſelf in his Looks, Speech, and Behaviour. 
As Moſes, when he had been with God in the 
Mount, his Face ſhone. And Peter and oh: 

Courage before the Rulers and Elders of the 
Jews, did evidence that they- had been with 
Jens And, (as hath been already ſuggeſted) 

e had ſuch a holy Intimacy with God, that 
he would ſpeak to him in Prayer, as if one 2 
Friend were ſpeaking to another; yet with 


_ great Reverence, 'Humility, and Self-Abaſe-W 
ment. And he would be frequently urging it 
upon his Friends, 'that they ſhould not reſt, 
kllthey had attained amore mward Acquaint- bv 

.. ance ii 


_ * His eying- the Clo: of God. 
Th, His conſtant Conyerle with God, 
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BA nce with God. - . And that we ſhould labour 
T3 Wſiter a greater Intimacy with God, than with 
a ny Perſon:in the World; and when we are 
; 5 | lone, we. ſhould. have Rill Tetired Commu- 
4 ion with God. And that we get nothing 
+} Dy A cold Acquaintance ; but all things by - 
= warm Acquaintance with him. And Tpeak- 
: © of. his own Experience ; ſaid he, 2 25 my 

rreat Diſqueet, that Chriſt hath fo little of my 
4 WCompany, though 1 may not fay, 1. have not his. 
And this was hikewiſe manifeſt mm thoſe words 
F ©. uſed in Prayer to this effeft. That the 
: rd would cauſe us to ripen, into a greater know- 
Je of Him, and into a greater Intimacy with 
Wm. And that we may have more warm Com- 
WE: 11on with his Spirit, in. Faith and Love which 
Ws in Chriſt Jeſus, And that he would aft towards 
Ws, . according. to that Undertaking of his, with 
Is the Father on our behalf, i ig we had a being. 
Wd that our hearts be aftually ſpringing towards 
Him, : and be: acquainted with the Myſter of God 
_ Wa Ciniſt; and be brought into the neare | Intimacy 
nd Fellowſhip with Himfelf, attainable in. this 
W Life. That it, might be an earneſt, 'and pledge of 
uh everlaſt iſting fruition and YO 2 Him in 
WT the other World. 
WO His living. * in prent Pioragu God. wAs his 
We conſtant, trade ;, which alſo the {c RT expreſſions 
Wl do cordence., The Lord, make. us ſenfable 0 
= Veaknefs and Inability to help aur ſelves. bat hat he 
WY would preſerve the Soul ; in holy fear, m, its ordi- 
Y tary . walk ; left it grieve that Spirit, by whoſe 
=. D.g. - Power 

- */ Hip bein in Dependence on God, 


b 


bor alone it afts: And cauſe the: Soul to fl 
_ forth into the life of believing, proftrating it/el oi 
the Foot of Gt 4 and to y gt 4 fa TH 
no. relief, but from Thee; and I long for ti 
 Effuſion of the Spirit remarkably promiſed ii 
thy Word, and for the he, nufggre: of the Body 
which now 2s fown im weakneſs, but then it will 1 
raifed in, Power: And cry out to be clothed' upon 

. with Power from on high. And he further ſaid 
that the want 4 this conviftion of our own weai-Wl 
nefs, makes us lofe the Juice of Religion. Andi 
that we. can no more live by Grace already 
received, than a Man can hve upon his Food 
the Day after he hath eaten it. That there-WW 
fore we muſt have the Mouth of our Souls never 
divided from the Fountain, even God hamſelf: For 
we live our Life, our " afart Life upon. the Flow-Wiſ 
er of | free Grace only. And that the Spirit of 
God would have us to fee what we are; even, 
without Strength; that God's Mercy might 
appear, the more abundant, and the Goſpel bel 
slorified; in. its, Power; that fo a poor Chri(-Wi 

' tian may be neceſlitated to belreve in.and'on 7e-Wil 
fus. Ehrift; forced; into: this glorious Sanftuary, 
made #0 cling on the: Horns of this Altar, and jy 
$6.thas, City of-4 efuge, 2s has Zoar of Safety; Ant 
He. likewiſe ſaid, That could we- hve m the Wi 
Faithofthis ;that God'orders every particular Wl 
Thing, and rules' all the Afﬀairs of his Peo- Wl 
ple ;: that hei hath a ſecret Care of them, and i 
fon them under all; that his Providence 13 
never off the Wheel;; what Relief would it Wl 
be Þ, We might then paſs through thick _ 1 

* 7p X | | | 1N ; 
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Whin; and it would raiſe the Soul ſtrangely 
on the Wing. For Faith, which is the Senſe 
Wand Feeling bl the Soul, ties im looking unto God's 
Power, Wiſtom, and Faithfulneſs in the Promiſe. 
: We have heard much of the Dottrme of 
Wraith; and'now God is teaching-'us the Life 
Wof Faith: (This was ſpoken when: under a 
; very preſſing AfMliQtion.) And he further ad- 
ded, That Faith hath no Dependance upon the 
WCreature. - Caſt thy Burden upon the Lord, 

Wand he ſhall fuſtain. thee, Pſab. Iv. 22. Faith 
Wes an adventurous Cafe : Caſt not away thy ſelf; 
Wor thy Burden any where elſe. Oh! that 
Wwe knew: what it were t6 live im God, to'be 
! "5 out of ourſelves, and to. dwell there no 
: more. And that we have ' as. great need 
to lock up* ourſelves (as it were) in God 
when we go-to Bed; as to lock up our Doors, 

- » we would be kept from Aſſaults; for we 
£j have as much cauſe 'to fear, left ' Satan (and 
1 four :depraved nature ſhould: make a Prey of 
js mg Souls;' as of 'Thieves' and Robbers, let 
they ſhould- make a Spoil of our Goods. 
Hi Let us therefore gue away: our febves to God; morn- 
Wand" evening, und from evening tomorning ; 

nd be-always 'in' the Spirit: of Holineſs. "Likewite | 
he was obſerved' to: ſay; * That a' holy and 
free: Contentment: in"all'» God's dealings, 
1s that we ſhould 'moſt-labonr- after For 


BE that the happinets of the-Sout- conſifts not 
WE In the bare' enjoyment 'of any mercy, but 
BE > the God of. the mercy. That if 'it 
2 bath. his. Preſence; thought in'the Shadow 
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Good or Miſery is but.a Fancy, ſeeing wef 


are. never the more truly, happy, 1f ' we i 
have much; \or miſerable, if we! have but 
little. 'of this World : But 'tis the Enjoy- 


ment of God, in| any Condition, muſt be Wi 
our All-in' All. And that we [ſhould make 


God, and the; Things of God, the natural i 
Centre of the: Soul; and all other Things i 
we £0. about, as-if we were conſtrained to jay 
We make full Experience that|we have 
| olifying Faith, . when we can truſt God, 


as well for outward T Rings, as for Pardon 


and to have the Lord alone exalted in our 


Souls.” /' His Expreflions in Prayer did allo 
declare his great Dependence on God : Which 


were, to this Purpoſe ; * That all our | Con- 


cerns might»be -upon his Heart, and wei 
; owned and refreſhed in him. \ That: our 75k 
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' of Sin and Salvation. "Tis a woful'Reli- Wi 
\gion we profeſs, when we cannot live. up- HY 
on God, in the Want- of all 'Fhings elſe. 
Wherefore let us not reſt, till we: ,get ſome 
feeding Fruitfulneſs '3n fuch Meditations, i 


Souls might evermore be atted and poſſeſſed "4 
by his Spirit. And that he' would continue Wl 
* in us a hankering after him, and Satisfac- {8 
'tion-1 him; giving. us a-Caſt, in, a-Way BY 
of ſpiritual-Quickning: ahd Reviving to our 
Souls. And that we might: be: under his 5 
& Care, and kept in his:Arms, and walk in Wl 
*. his Fear ; cauſing our Acquaintance: with 


* him to grow and increaſe daily, Is... inp 
4) e 
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He converſed +more with Heaven than 
BF:rth, while he remained on: it. . And this 
Sas diſcerned in his Converſation, :and :by 
She Sayings of | his Laps; which dropped as 
Wn Honey-Comb on all Occaſions :: And par- 
Wicularly in ſuch Words as;theſe. ©: Things 
W viſible are the ProduQ@ of Things inviſible, 
and purely ſpiritual; and therefore inviſt- 
ble Things are the more excellent : For the 
Things which are feen, were not made of 
= Things that do appear. © The Glory of the 
W unſcen Trade of a Chriſtian is not ſo difſ- 
S cernible now; but .the Time will come, 


WF when all ſeen Things ſhall bediflolved; and 
W then it will ſtand forth. Outward Things 

# of Senſe are comfortable to the: World ; but 
Things unſeen are to the People of God, of _ 
a Soukraifing Power; mounting the Soul 
above that-which cauſeth Fainting: For 
thoſe ſpiritual Things they. look on beliey- 
WF ingly, as having a real Intereſt in them; 
We clic they would not give any Relief. And 
We whilſt a Chriſtian hath a Sight of 'unſeen . 
Things by Faith, when | great Guſts. of 
=F Trouble come,, there 1s-no: Room for Fear. 
WF Therefore there ſhould be a daily Converſe 
WF with unſeen Things; 'and we ſhould . not 
reſt, till we can ſee. them with ſome Evi- 
dence and Clearneſs. And the Soul ſhould 
range up and down in this Garden of ' De-< 
lights; not ſuffering: that converſe to cool. 
And that the entertaining but alittle Diſ- 
CE Toe, _ tance 

t His Heavenly-Mindedneſs, 
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' thereof, proceeded from an inward Senſe; 
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tance from God, dulls the Sight of hin 
And when the Soul is looking with. over 
much Intention on worldly Things, it da 
zles the Eye, as to inviſible Glories : Andi 
when it: ſuffers any outward Trouble. inorf 


dinately to bear in, it makes the Eye gogM 


gle from that which ſhould fix it, But iſ 
good Muſing on Things unſeen, would 
allay, calm, and ſupple the Soul, ani 
+ make it ſteady in its Courfe. ThereW 
fore, Oh! give me Things unſeer, ſhould 
we ſay: There let my Share be.' It wall 
further: obſerved, That the T hings of God 
* and Religion became (as it were) natu 
'ral to him; and (as it hath been ſaid by ſome) 
that ſpiritual Things flowed from him, a 
' Water from a Fountain: And what he {pak 
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and not fo much from Head and Memory, a 
from ' his Heart and Experience: Whency 
an Authority and Luſtre was derived to it. | 
- His * Humility was viſible to all, for hM 
was cloathed with it; there being not they 
leaſt” Appearance of Pride. or Vain-glorylſ 
that was diſcernible in him. He had a veryfi 
mean Eſteem of his own Gifts, Parts: and 
Graces. And as he: had a low Reſpe& toi 
wards himſelf, ſo,, according to Scripturli 
Precept, he eſteemed others better than him 
felf: Highly commending the ſmalleſt Dei 
gree of true Worth 'in any other, where-everl 
he ſaw. it. . And if any carried themfelvel 
SEST.- | unworthy 
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* His Humility, 


Mr. HENRY: DORNEY. 35 
Þworthily towards him, in Speech or Ac- 
Wn, or had injuriouſly treatedhim, he would 
Wc little Notice of it, but to requite it with 
Wood: He would pity them, and pray for 
Wm, and ſtudy how to anſwer them with 
; Indneſs ; ſeeking Occaſions how to manifeſt 
Ws Love to them, according to the Golpel- 
Wile, &c. | 
His + Meekneſs was admirable; he ſhew-- 
Wc all Meekneſs unto all Men, (Ti. m, 2.) 
Wherein he was a true Diſciple, and Follower ' 
WW his Lord and Saviour : Who albeit he had- 
We cat natural Courage, yet it was ſo {weetned 
With this Grace, that it became very orna- 
WW cntal to him. And in his own Caſe and 
WE oncern, he was ſcarce ever ſeen or known. 
=D be angry. - | 
W is 7 Patience diſcovered itſelf 1 in 
Ws laſt Sickneſs; that when great Pains were 
pon him, and of long Continuance, ' he 
Wc med to bear all without the leaſt Repining. 
Wy bat though he had many bodily Faintings, 
Wet no inward Frettings, He groaned much, 
t 1t was 1n order to be cloathed upon; that- 
WW ortility might be ſwallowed up of Life. 
ec, Dove-like, mourned, but it was unta 
pc Lord, Jer. xi. 11. And he lamented 
Witcr him, 1 Sam. vii. 2. He poured ns 
Wi Complaint before him, - CX111, 
Wut his Complaints were only of, and FER 
by umſelt; always JEN: the wiſdom, goods 
B ma Sy 


= + His Meckneſs, 
& ; His Patience, 
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ſuch as theſe. * We ſhould not be as Mopes if 


IMO IFE Of 


neſs, faithfulneſs, and lobe: of: 'God, in al 
that he endured, Which alſo was conſpicu. = 
ous in the wholeSories of his fore-going: Life. 
and more particularly in theſe occational Say. - 
ings, which iſſued from his rich Mind and 
Heart. * I am more afraid I ſhall not have 


*.a full Draught of. the Good: theſe Trial; 


* offer, than that I deſire to be delivered out Wi 
*-of them. We, in Diſtreſles, are apt to 


© mind only 'our getting out- of them ; 


' but God minds our Good by them, L 
God's Deſign in affliting his People, 
is purging Work; and they ſhould ſtrike 
-in alfo, for the promoting.of that Deſign; 
| that he may have the Good he aims at by 
it. We would fain wind out of Trouble: 
and God would wind us out of the World, 
'and out of ourſelves: That is his End; 
and, blefled be his Name, he will accom-Wl 
'pliſh it.” He was obſerved, under the great-i 
eſt outward Lofles, never to complain ; but 
ſtill to ſay, * Let us labour to 1mprove them, 
* and underſtand the. Mind of God in them; 
5 and that he did believe, God would caul 
* it to work for Good.” He often adored the 
Wiſdom and Goodneſs of God, in all hi 
Diſpenſations, though never ſo dark; And 


this Grace, he farther recommended it toi 
others by many Expreſſions ; which were 


* and dead Things, under Afflitions ; but 


* lively in the ay of Faith, Poriencl 21 
| Fall 
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Wn Hoinility : And that we'are nt to be 
= ſhamed of in” nor diſcontented under 
Ws thetm. That God afflias us, that we inight 
W be mote rootedly uſeful, where he gives 
Wy Opportunity LRctWAris; and to, bring” us, 
out of 'our Sins. That as Sin brings us into 
Trouble, To Trouble is ſent to rp 
of Sin, and for the Exerciſe of GO Ctads.* 
Andf peaking more particularly; * The Lord 
= deliver me ont of one Croſs, nd fit me 
W for another ; for Croſſes I ao expe; and 
W the Graces of God's Spirit muſt have Mat- 
W tcr for their Exerciſe, while 1 atn ih this 
world.” Moreover he ſaid, © that we ſhould 
labour after an even Frame: of Spirit. And 
WT that a Chriſtian ſhould not teſt, till he hath 
1 brought his Heart to this Tndifferency ; þ that 
Wunder any troable or trial, it be all one to 
him, whether God doth grant him' the - 
2 Things prayed for or give him Patience, 
WT Satisfation, and Quiet of Spirit in the 
W Want of them: And fo to leave the whole 
Matter to God, for him to make the choice. 
= And that we ſhould, when under. any Con- 
WT fubon, or Diſorder F Mind, beg of God, 
WW that as he once did order atid rh &M92 a 
= Chaos, and of it did frame a World; fo he. 
Wy would take our Confufions, and ſettle and 
quiet our Hearts : That as he did ſet in or-, 
ag der Things then, ſo he woftld. deal with | 
W our Hearts now. | And that we ſhould cons 


"© ſider wherein lies the Difference between 
24 the Rebeted, and the Men of this World; 
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ſerve. He further urged theſe Perfuafroes ul 
Patience, under affiiftrve Provdences, That 


And if he. aims, and deſigns Our Good, he 


will be ſure to ſtrike there, where the Voice 
of his Rgd.may be heard, and the Smart 


And that it is Pity any Thing ſhould be 


but, in. this; - the one "EAT their Portion | ; 
here, and the Portion of the other is in re. 


God intends our Good (as before noted:) pr 
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of it felt. And will thruſt his Probe into Þ 
the. Part moſt feſtered, and ſearch it to the 
Quick; and cauſe the Corrofive he ap- 
plies, fully to cleanſe the Wound, before 
he lays on the healing Plaifter. And if 
God Ke Proſperity to be better for his 
People than Adverlity, they ſhould not be 
exerciſed with the latter at all: For God 
always gives his People the beſt Things, 
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Matter of Sorrow, or Joy unto us now, 
which will be no Sorrow, nor Increaſe off 
our Joy in the other World: And that 
Joy or Sorrow, 1n the having or loſing out-W 
ward Things, argues that hey are our Sun 
and Shield, and not God: For they would 
otherwiſe be but as a Candle in a Room 
where the Sun ſhines which 1s little regard- 
ed or minded : And though. it be uſed for, 
or about ſome particular Thing or Purpole, 
yet it is the Sun we live in and by: And 
that it is enough for us to have God 
for our Treaſure, who is a boundleſs Trea- 
ſure: Therefore our Eye ſhould: be up- 
wards much, And if there be any Joy, 
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WT it ſhould be on a ſpiritual Account; or any 
WF Sorrow, it ſhould be'becauſe our ſpiritual 
8 Trade goes not on. Alſo, that we ſhonld 
conſider, that there be many of God's 
People come not to the Trial of their Faith 
whilſt they have any outward Prop to reſt 
upon: But when God reduceth” them to 
the Loſs of all, as to the Creature, they 
WF ſccing themſelves in a deſperate Caſe in- 
WW deed, then God doth his Work upon them: 
And that is glorious Work. Yet it 1s a 
miſerable Thing, to make uſe of God, on- 
ly asa Helper in Times of Straits and Dan- 
gers, when we find Help no-where elſe. 

Ss His * Reſignation to God was his daily 
eV ork; and under various afflittive Provi- 
WW cnces, he was uſed to fay, © That that was a 
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7 of God, abſtracted .from all Creatures.” 
nd often he would ſpeak from his own Ex- 
WDcrience, © that the moſt undoing Providences 
WE were the moſt gaining Times to his Soul.” 
1c allo diſcovered his Proficiency in this ex- 
Wc llent Part of Godlineſs, in ſuch DireQions 
nd Sayings as theſe. * We ſhould give up 
Wy ourſelves to God in every Petition; 'and 
pour ont our Souls to Him, even as He grves 
Himſelf to us in every Blefling. And we 
ſhould fo give up ourſelves to God, as never - 
to return again to a "carnal frame and tem- 
per any more: And yield ourſelves to be 
ordered by Him, as a Child that is ordered 
| WE } | E 2 | 4 * y 
= * lis Reſignation to God. 


poor Religion, that could not make a Life 
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© by its Nurſe. And that. the Want i ? 
* thorough Surrender. of ourſelves to Godfif 
* makes one hmei in all other Duties., Thereſ 
* fore: our Religion ſhonld not lie only ini 
+ Notion, . but in a total Delivery of eq = 
| © to. God: And till we come to that cleaWi 
© Refi gnation, our Life will always be a Buri 
«* den to us... And this giving of, onrſelves toi 
78 God, ſhould be with that perfect. Surrender 
© as, not to.grieve at the Caft. » Oh! (fad 
* could I embark myſelf in God, being _ by 
* up, by the Wings of his Spirit, and God 
« cutling the Steerage with his own Hand 
what need I then fear meeting with Storms! 5 
'Then no Matter at all unto what Port ſoever 
I were carried: Then every. Croſs, every 
outward Affliction, Trouble, Danger, Loſs 
would be my (Friend. , Did I make God 
my dwelling-place,, all the world would bell 
Privileges/to. me; all Things would be turn- 
ed into Privileges, and | redound to. my 
Good.” Whenge alſo., he prayed, * . That we 
; might come to that Clearneſs of ;Surrenderfi 
. unto, God, as to bear a Stamp and Likeneſs 
to. the inknite Kindneſ s Chriſt manifeſted in 
« giving Himſelf for and to us. That as Hell 
« didalt Things willingly; to-work out, pur: 
_ chaſe, and, procure Salvation for us; ſo we 
* might, accept of. all the , gracious Offers-off 
* his | Love, - and - improve it accordingly: 
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© That.renewing Work might be, carried on 
« daily; and that we mightlaunch out of the 
. | Cixeuit of our own Wills, into bis Willi * E > 
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b WE: Things; "0 be influenced by the Spi- 
Writ of Chriſt, to a Conformity to him, and 
Worowing up in him, as his living Members.” 
We His natural * Courage was fully experien- 
Wd by thoſe that beſt knew him (in has youn- 
r Years, and ſo forward) to have been with- 
t Blemiſh or Defect. Hisſpirtual Courage 
d Fortitude was diſcerned throughout his 
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Wrelfions. © In ſhaking Times, getſuch a Cou- 
rage as flows from Faith; and not a meer | 
manly Proweſs. Fo be m a dead-hearted, 
diſcouraged Frame under Croſles, 1s bad; 
and to be jocund out of a meer manly 
Stoutneſs, and ſo to bear up, 1s ſadder ; 
But an humble ſubmiſſive Carriage, and a_ 
Lrvelineſs nouriſhed by believing, in going 
out of ourſelvs and caſting all our Care up- 
= on God, who careth: for us, 1s an: excellent 
= Frame.” And ſpeaking to fome (who were 
cn roingd by outward Loſſes) he faid, * We 
Bs ſhould have been dead to our Eſtates, when: 
we had them: Let us therefore now be dead 
to our. Diſcouragements,. in the Want of 
them. And if we would not be cowed at 
= every Croſs, let us be ſure to make Death 
Wo familiar, and be in a Poſture to die every 
WF Hour. And that will fill the Soul with un- 
daunted Valour and Conrage, that nothing 
Wy {hall move it : For it is Senſe of Guilt that 
Wy plucks. down the Heart, and nothing elle. 
= And if the Sting of Death (which 1s Sin) 
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hriſtian Walk, and m thefe following Ex- _ 
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5 be removed, | how bold will the Soul WM 

and that Holy Valour riſes, as DifficultiM 
© and Dangers riſe ; as'the Ship upon tf 
+ 'Fop of the Waves rifeth with the Wav 
6/\'That it 1s no/natural Valour will hold ou 
© in the Day-of Sufferings ; but a morti fie 
* Frame of. Spirit will then abide the Shock 
*. And it is the Glory of a Chriſtian, not ol 
s be faint-hearted under Trials.” 34 

The excelHent Moderation *. and Temper 
ance of his Spirit was exerted in his owl 
Condu@ and Behaviour. His Moderation 
was known unto all Men : His TemperancM 
alſo was interwoven in the Contexture of hi 
whole Walk and Converfe ; for, being Mail 
ter of his own Paſſions and AﬀeRtions, hh 
was temperate in all Things. So that hl 
Heart was netther over-charged: with th 
Cares and Incumbrances of this preſent Lif-i 
norenſnared by its Blandiſhments, ſenſitiva 
Delights, and Pleaſures; or m any Thing 
that ' might run into Excefs. And, with a 
fedate, ſerene Mind, he improved all provi 
_ dential Occurrences; to ripen his Grace and 
Expertence, fo as to render him uſeful in hill 
Station, for the Good of others, and the 
Glory of God, and hts own Profit and Com: ; 
fort. © So 
He was a grcat Rainer f of Time. Son 
that wherever be came, he endeavoured, asf 
COPponaerey offered, to be'1 improving it "% ; 

BR 


"WM His Moderation and Temperance, 
+. His Redemption of Tune, | 
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WE - beff Account ; either in holy Conference, 
6) r by Counſel and Advice, or in Prayer, &c. 
Wpecially, where he knew he might be tree. 
nd upon that Account, by. way of Com- 
Waint, he once ſaid ; How uſeleſs and helpleſs 
WW: we one unto another, in the Matters of our 
Wo1ls ; but in other Aﬀairs, there our Hearts can 
ly mix, and run. one mito another. . And his 
WL arriage and Behaviour was with ſuch a 
Wraceful Authority, tempered with Meekneſs 
nd Humiliy, and Reſpett to all, according 
Wo their Rank and Degree ; that even, in his 
Wlinority, he was both loved and admired 
Wor his extraordinary Activity in all religious 
WW oncerns. And he won exceedingly upor 
hc Hearts of moſt that converſed with him, 
Wn and about ſpirztual Things ; leaving a 
Whvcet Savour behind him, where-ever he 
Wime. And this was never percerved to abate 
Wor decay ; but continued in its Vigour and 
WT crvour, even to old Age. In his Childhood, 
Wand ſo forwards, he was an Enemy to all 
Wain and idle Pafs-trme ; but ſhll ſtriving to 
Wc receiving or doing Good to his Power. 
W.nd untif he was hindered and prevented, 
Dy bodily Diftempers, and Infirmities of old 
Wc; he would-be both early and late, induſ- 
Wriouſly painful and unwearied in the Con 
Werns of his own - Soul; -allowing no more 
WT ime for Sleep, Food, er any . other neceſ<- 
Wy Refreſhments, than was/abſolutely need- 
Wy! So that when all his Family beſides 
cre in Bed, and faſt aſleep, he made OR. 


; \ 


of OW LITE 


' of that Time; as a ſweet Repaſt to him, by 
Reading, Meditation, and ſecret Prayer 
And it was his uſual Cuſtom (which very 
rarely 'was omitted) when he went to take 
his Reſt, to have a Light ſtanding by his 
Bed-fide, arid his Bible before him ; and as 
he lay in Bed, to be looking into it ; muſing 
on ſome Scripture or other for a conſiderable 
Time, cer he would compoſe himlelf to 
| Reſt. Which, a Friend in the fame Room, 
ONCce octaſionally obſerving, aſked him how 
he could poſſibly refrain, all that Time, from 
Sleep. Unto which he replied to this Effect: Wl 
That the Things he read and confidered of were Wi 
fo ſerious, that they would not fuffer lum to jleep, i 
whilſt his Thoughts were therem exerciſed. And 
he had fuch a Command of the 'Femper of i 
| his Mind and Body, that there was not ſeen Wi 
in him any Oppreſſion of Drowſineſs, when- 
ever he was attually concerned in the Per- 
formance of any. folemn fpiritual Duty. 
And, to obviate and prevent ſuch Indifpo- WF 
ſure, his Care was to ſet apart the fitteſt Sea- WW 
fon for religious Services. That inſtead of i 
the torn, lame. op corrupt Thing ſpoken of in Wi 
Mal. i. 13. 14: the beft Part of has Time and 
Strength was devnted, and - anda up. 6 the Lora i 
in Sacrifice. | 
His * POTTY On WY in Naty filicher dil- 
covered itſelf in this one Paſſage': That his 
Judgment being deſired, whether or no, in 
the Doty of Fragen. 4 one might Rrive to 
_ charge 
. ' ® His Heart-kxedneſs in Tits 
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___ the ' Memory with any fele& Expref- 
: zons attered by the Speaker ; he rephed only 
Wis, 1 ſhould not then have my End. in that Duty. 
= He was a Companion *.of all them that fear wa | 
od ; and the Saints, and llas of, the Eartf 
vere all his Delight : 'So that, of Choice, he de- 
red to. converſe with no other. And when 
Wc did not well know the Company that occa- 
Wonally he was among, he was.ſomewhat un- 
Wrcc to ſpeak, and would rather-hear. others, 
Wan ſpeak. himſelf; though | he, wanted not 
Will, to deliver himſelf. in proper Phraſe, 
W.nd inthe moſt apt Expreſſions. And when, 
Wt any Time, good Things were ſpoken of, 
Wh bcre he was preſent, if: he perceived: that 
cy. proceeded not: from ' a,, Heart, w the 
Wpcaker, duly affe&ed with;the Things, them 
Wclves, it ſeemed very. irkſgme to 31. And 
Bc would be frequently urging ſuch Perſons, 
Wither in expreſs Words, or by ſome other 
WHints, to ; be ſure That they were: in; the Lift, 
Power; and. Pratlice. of the ferzous Truths they 
T bake of-; for. that. otherw fe, he accounted; U. but. 
Wc taking; of God's holy Name in vain. He was 
WP: inward Friend to all. he judged | gractous, 
Wf what Perſuaſion ſoever: For it was the. 
WE mage of Chriſt; and; Truth. of Grace he 
Wooked at; and where he perceived That in 
Wy Perſon, thexe his Loye went. out, and 
Wis Heart was endeared unto. fuch, without 
F urther Enquiry. And whenever he was in 
as Society of any, of what Rank, or Degree 
loever, 


2 His Company and JOG 


liked the Converſation of thoſe who werlf 


__ ſudiouſly and conſtantly endeavour to w:tk-W 
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ſoever, if their” Diſcourſe tended to Unproi 
fitableneſs, was jejune and taſteleſs, (tho' k 
itſelf not finful)''yet he would ſeek to fred 
himſelf from them as ſoon as ever he coul( Wc 
and he would be often complaining how if 
Soul fuffered all that While. He alſo much dis 


-addifted to needleſs Debates; or ſuch who 
from Pride and Self-intereſt,. manage Di 
putes about religious Afﬀairs, with Palo 
_ "and Strife of Words; and not out of 'a Lov 
to the Things themſelves : Which he judge 
to be extremely pernicious, whilſt the Heaili 
of ſuch Diſputes cool the inward AﬀeRionM 
of the Soul to ſpiritual Things, and all th 
Warmth of the Heart turns into the Vapouſi 
-and Air of empty Notion. - For though hy 
was one naturally mclined, "and much given 
to conſider the Reaſon of Things; ani 
thoroughly to inform his Judgment, in point 
- both civil, moral, and religious: (And to 
that End he affeQted to be preſent at fuch 
Arguings, which | tended to diſcover, and 
"make plain uſeful Truths) Yet he had 
great Averfion to, and did much complain 
of litigious and wrangling Debates; as being 
ſo far from advancing Religion or Holinelsi 
that they did principally ariſe from a Decay 
of the -ſame, and Want of the Senſe anqif 
powerful Influence thereof. And: from ſuci 
according to the Rule of the Apoſtle, he wouli 


draw himſelf, 1 Tim. VI. 4, 5- and was wo! * 
M1 


40- 
Way of Perſons he eſteemed Religious, Ju- 
Wious, and Savoury ; That fuch and fuch were 
Wy Chriſtzans; Trees of the Lord full of Sap; 
Wo/e Soctety he greatly prized. | 

WHis * Charity, in Caſe of evil Reports, 
Ws ſingular. He was very ſhy and unwil-. 
WW to hear or receive an evil Report of 
Wers, much leſs of his own accord to men- . 
Wn it; and principally, if he judged them 
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Wlike of a cenſorious Humour, which ſome 
Wo are truly good, through Inadvertence- 

Wd Temper, are too much addiQed to, (not 
Wtiching againſt it as they ought to do) con- 
Wry to that Meekneſs of Chriſt, which he. 
WW continually endeavour to imitate. And. 
Wen he ſaw it needful to condemn the Ac- 
Wns of any ſuch, yet he would ſhew Candor 
Wd Reſpect to their Perſons ; either by con- 
Wling their Names or in putting the beſt . 
Wnſtruction upon what was ſaid or done, as 
We as the Matter would bear. And he would 
Wnmend and cheriſh the leaſt true Good he 
Wy in any. And in Caſe of private Wrongs, 
W& adviſed thus: Forgrve the Wrong, before you . 
batr yourſelf upon the Doer of it. Sd Ly 
He was t Th in good Works, ready to diſtri- 
We, willing to communicate. And as 'tis ſpo- 
W" of the Macedontans, not only according to, 
We yond his Power, he was willing to relieve 


on . 
4 


os... of 
Wt His Liberality, 


Wbe ſincere in the Main.. He had a great | A 


; rfons 18 Diſtreſs; eſpecially thoſe who were of | 
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- the Honſtoid bf Faith. © And he aid very mul 
grieve'whewhe cotlld\do'ti6'triore!””' The SM 
off Covetouſneſs was'ndot at all feen in hin 
And he would lay, Tis a b#20e Thing to 
lavge hearted,” 1 if done in the "Spirit of Faith mo 
TIGHT. SE I 
_ * Whenthe eXhorted _ * it Waswith. weigh 72 
and Sertouſneſs; ind when he reproved ani 
it was with great Reſpe& to their Perſon 
according to'their Quality and Degree ; yi 
would' he not ſpare cloſely and ſharply tl 
blame what' was reproveable in them: Anil 
he often bewailed People's Unfaithfulneſs, ii 
the Omiſſion of that commanded Duty ._—m 
And alſo he miſliked their ſinful Forwarliſ 
neſs; in blazing abroad the Failings of other 
| before” they 'had obſerved Scripture-Ordeai 
in dealing with them more' privately. & 
' Sympathy and Compaſſion f were deeply 
reid in his Heart, and eminently exerciſe! ” 
in his Life: fo that, in a 'great Degree, lM 
may be ſaid'of hit as Paul ſpake; Who 
weak, and T am not weak? Who 1s offended, ani 
\ Turn nol? And peculiarly towards his un 
converted Relations. Oh! how bemoaninsW 
Iy. would he, upon all Occafions, be ſpread 
ing their deplorable "Condifion before th 
Lord! And with: Refpe&'to outward Alia 
ons on any of his I 'he was moſt feel 
ingly affe&ed. So that,” 'in' writing to 
15 a tn of the Death of her Towns +4 
'* His Faithfulneſs in advibng and reprovitig. | 
4 His Sympathy and Compathon., 
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Wc uſed theſe Words at the Cloſe of his Let- 
rs; / cannot enlarge at this preſent, for every 
ord I write makes my Heart to ake. And when 
WE ncar Relation of his lay very ſick, and in 
Wrcat Pain, he told a Friend of his, how much 
Wfcftcd he was therewith; and that he could 
ot ſay which was im greater Anguiſh, and ſuffered 
ul; himfelf, with the ſympathizing Senſe of that 
Pn, or is Relatrove, that did perſonally and 
Ws 1:1:cdately bear the ſame. And further, in 
Wt hc hearing of the ſame Friend, ſpeaking of. 
W 11is Grace; he ſaid, * If we could make 
others Diltreſles our own by Fellow-feeling, 
we might get Good by their. Aﬀflictions, as | 
if we ourſelves were £* their Caſe. And 
that we ſhould. by Sympathy, as much as 
we may, die with every .one that dies ; and 
that would make us ſerious Chriſtians.” 

In his Contracts and Dealings, * he was 
WW -ry wary not to exaCt upon the Neceſhities 
Wo! any in buying or ſelling ; or to act by any 
Wndirect Way whatſoever, (noted in. Prov. 
We x. 14.) but ever obſerving that blefſed Rule 
Wo! our Saviour in Matth. vii. 12. And when 
Wc had hired, or made ule of Perſons, in any 
= ork or Labour ; he would not only pay 
cm their Due, which was agreed to, and 
Wpromiſed, but moſt frequently he would 
Wc them ſomewhat over and above ; elpe- 


ally if he judged them to be poor and 
eedy. 


F-: Whilſt - 


© His Moral Righteouſneſs. 
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' Whilſt F he had bodily Strength ai 
Health to manage worldly Employments, li 
was always aGtive and induſtrious therein 
and he. could not be. ever charged with a» 
wilful Omiſſion : Yet all the while he hl 
his Mind fo compoſed, that-he was ever Mi 
a Readineſs to a due and regular Attendandif 
on the' ſolemn Duties of his high Calling be 
not 'ſuffering any outward Occurrence, $1 

what Kind ſoever, to diſtract or unſettle p #4 
Mind. But when he approached to God, 
the actual Kxercile of any religious Dut:oi 
he was fill furniſhed with ſach Variety en 
Matter, and Divine Rhetorick, as if all ll 
preceding Time had been taken up in a" 
about ſpiritual Work : Such was the hab 

tual Frame of his Soul towards heaven 
Things. And he gave this Advice ; Tha: ui 
ſhould do worldly Bufinefs, with Diligente, > 
tience, Moderation, and Faith ; and with jc 
 felf-denying Reſpett, as 1f it were the ſole Inter 

and Concern of another, rather than our own 
And when we would make a Tudg ment of our 
or Afions in Matters doubiſul, we e ſhould put oval 
felves in the Room of a Thard Perſon in the Cal 

His great Love to the Church F and Peof 
ple of God rendered him a reſtleſs Suppl 
cant and Intercefſor in Prayer for them. i 


that upon whatſoever Emergency, relatn 
| \ 


+ Fis Diligence | in his Calling, with a holy Fram: . | 
of Spirit therein, 2 


_ Lis Love to the Church and People of God. 
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| the Church of- Chriſt in general,” or any 


ember thereof in particular (even for inch 
Wom he never knew or ſaw) on the firſt No- 
Wc of their Diſtreſſes, he would be wreſtling 
Wh God in ſecret Retirement. And if 
Wher Chriſtians were, at ſuch a Time, near, 
: occahonally pr font. he would be allo 
Woing them to the ſame Work : laying, Come, 
| 14s if up our joint Requeſts to God for them ; 

nd this at any Time of the Day: And con- 
antly, at ſet Times for Prayer, he prefented 
Weir Caſe and Concern moſt affectionately 
Wefore the Lord, as: a Thing which always 
Wy very much on his Heart. ' And for the 
W hurch of Chriſt in general, his Petitions 


Wcrc oblerved to be ſuch as theſe: * That 


= God would vilit Z:on, the whole Church, 
W and vifible Body of Chriſt here in this 
W World. That it might be a Glory in all 
W the Farth. That as he hath taken hold 
W of the Plough, he would carry on his own. 
W Work. That he would look upon his Son, 
W look upon his Covenant, look upon that 
Redemption he hath contrived and defigned, 

for the bringing in of our Souls unto him- 
{cIf, to beſtow his own free Grace upon, in 
W making them Veſlels of Mercy and Glory. 

W That his Church might proſper, and every 
W faithful Member of it; and become glort- 


W& ous in Holineſs. That the Sun of Righ- 
W tcouſneſs would break forth, and ſparkle 
W upon it, That his Ordinances might be 
We maintained, his Goſpel run and be glori- 

F 2 * fied, 


fied, and get Ground every where. Tha 
God would tender his People as the Appl 
of his Eye, as a Royal Diadem in hi: 
Hand, and as the Obje& of his Delight, Wi 
That he would give a mighty Check, and ll 
dreadful Rebuke unto the Fury of all ſuch 
as bear ill Will to Zion: And that all Ov 
poſitions and Combuſtions againſt his In 
tereſt, might tend to the Advancement 
it, of his Glory, and the Furtherance 
the Golpel. "That Holineſs might ſpread 
1tſelf throughout the World, and the 
Mouth of In1quity be itopt 1n all the Earth. 
That all that Enmity againit God and hifi 
People, which hath been in the World 
ever fince the Infettion crept into our Na- 
tures, from Satan, the Prince of Darkneſs 
might be deſtroyed, and come to an End.| 
That his People might glory in his great 
Salvation, procured and purchaſed by the 
Undertaking of Jeſus Chriſt on their Be- 
half. That he would rule in the midit off 
his Enemies ; bearing down the Spirit of 
Wickednels, and all the Contrivers of M1l- 
chief. That he would remember his Peo- Wl 
ple under ſore Trials, and be in the midit i 
of the Storm, and ſay unto them, 7: :s 1, 
be not afraid; and prepare them for every i 
Shock they ſhall meet withal, . before thei 
Son of Man appeareth. That the Throne Wl 
of his Grace be lifted up, and the. Riſe of 
his glory made conſpicuous. That the Scep- il 
tre of Jeſus Chrill iticlf, might ſway and a 


becon.e {4 
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Wbccome glorious ; counter-working all the 
VViſdom and crafty Counſel of the Serpent's 
WW I-cd. And that he would not ſuffer his 
WF Pcople to be in any Pit,- out of which his 
Wm cannot help' them. That he would 
Wk coop his Miniſters, as Stars, in his right 
W 1 :nd, that his Enemies, which are as the 
WF Til of the Dragon, might not fcatter them. 
W That all his People might be enabled to 
W 1mcditate Terror, and not be afraid, when 
a hc {hall ariſe to ſhake terribly the Earth. 
W That Salvation might be for Walls round 
W about his People, and that God would 
W cauſe his Glory to ſhine forth. That God - 
W would ſave theſe Nations with a mighty 
; Salvation, and undertake for his own Glory 

W in the midſt thereof. That for ſuch as are 
W under Bonds of Guilt, he would deliver 
W them by his reſcuing, pardoning Grace, 
W That he would be mindful of thoſe under 
W inward Trouble, by Reaſor of Pollutions 
W within, and Wonnds of Temptation from 
; without : 'That ſpiritual Objects might be 
W great in their Sight; and that he would 
W bring them out, with ſome notable Advan- 
W tage, over all the Powers of Darkneſs, 
p | that lay Siege againft their Faith and Hope. 
8 His whole Life atteſted the * Tenderneſs 
W his Conſcience; and it was particularly 
W markable in theſe two Inftances. Firſt, 
; Vhen he had, at any Time, Montes lyig 
W * His Tendernels. of hs. FT 008 | TREES 


*-an-evil'and a bitter Thing to depart fron 
© God; but far more bitter to ſtay away fron 
'*, God, when we have departed from hin. 


"And to this Effect he exprefſed' himlelf 8 


'F 


AJ 


by him in! any Value, he would lend th 


And when ever he received any Intereſt, 1. 
would be ſure to beſtow it wholly 1 in charit - 
ble and'pious Uſes. ; 


on all Goods exported and imported, he wa 2 


tom thereon rated and required, withouM 
 Diminution. | £ 


: make freſh Apnea tothe Blood i 
| Sptinkling ; ' 


. * and'venture on him for Pardon and Mercy : 


vo! ph nd Conviftions of: 00's” Spirit in lin 


>! tHnions to Chriſt, 
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ſame, without demanding a Penny Intercl 


Secondly, Whilſt he had Trading abroalff 


very careful] of paying the full Duty or Cul 


His high Eſteem of the Grace of RepentM 
ance, with his Applications * to Chrill 
ſhewed itſelf, in his frequent lamenting Corll 
feſſions of Sm, and praying for great Mei 
ſures of Repentance for himſelf : And ex 
horting others to the ſame neceſſary WorkW 
He was alfo a diligent Searcher, and curiouM 


watchful Obſerver of his own Heart; Wh 


could not bear with any Guilt, but would 


aying, © To be under Gui 
* was ſad; but, when we are laden in thyl 
* Senſe of it, if wecarry this Guilt to Chrit 


* we ſhall not be caſt out. And how it wal 


' Prayer 3 © Fhat by Nature we are averſe to . 


Word 
 » His high Eftcem of Repentance, and Applia 1} 
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Word ; and Satan 1s ever blowing up his 
Spawn and Seed within us, whereby- to 
ſpoil our Taſte and Reliſh of Things pure 
and ſpiritual ; and interrupt our Peace; and 
Communion with God. And therefore 
that God would cauſe us more clearly to 
diſcern the Corruption and Malignity. of 
that Evil that is in our Natures,' and make 
us to know all our Abominations, and what- 
ever is repugnant to his Holy Nature and 
a Will, both in our Hearts and Lives ;- and 
W make us freely ſenſible of, thoroughly aſha- 
W med, broken, and humbled for: the. ſame. 
That he would raiſe us up to a greater An- 
tipathy againſt all that, which is diſplea- 
fling to him, and hurtful to! our-;.Souk. 
And that no intereſt might hinder or {queeze 
W out the working of his Grace within -us, 
W {o as not to have Freedom. to 'a&.' | And 
W that all might be conquered,”that would _ 
W interrupt the Intercourſe of his Spirit with 
& our Hearts. And that he would. not ſuffer 
WW us to ſpare and indulge. any Corruption, 
WW or leave any Corner of our Hearts, wherein 
WW Sin may be at Peace. : Fhat:no:Agag be 
W permitted to hive in. us; : That':his -Fear 
W might Garriſon: our Hearts, againſt all: the 
8 Invaſions and prevailing Power!of our own 
WW Corruptions. And that Satan, by his Wiles, 
might not. ſweeten ns-into.\any Bonds of 
W Guilt. And ſeemng;that:we:are-apt to grow: 
WW bard continually, and it is God's Power 
3: alone, that can ſoften, help and. beal; chat = 
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be our Judge. And becauſe we need Con. 


Regeneration-work might paſls upon us 


ver neglect or keep aloof from his reco- 


Remedy he hath provided for Sinners. 


- cauſe us to be all over plunged in the Foun- 


he would cauſe us to experience the trans 
forming Power of his Grace in our Scul; 
making all new, and refining us every Mo. A 
ment. That we might get into Jeſus Chril, 
and make him now our Advocate, who will 4 


verting, and new-Creating evermore, that 


continually; and we be made all over 
new, and prepared for all-his Colibernd % 
That he would baptize us into the Grace 
of the Goſpel, and canſe us to live anſwer 
able to ſo high a Calling as that is. That 
we might be baptized evermore, into thei 
Father, Son and Spirit; and ſo receive $4 
Life and Quickening from Jeſus Chrift, who 
is our Head. And when our Guilt is upon 
us, That the Lord would keep pur Hearts 
tender, to feel the Smart of Sin; and fv 
haſten to our Phyſician, to be bound up, 
and healed; and not. fufter our Wounds 
to rankle and feſter, for Want of coming 
to him for Pardon and Cleanſing. That 
he would make us go ont to him, and ne- 


vering Grace; elſe we thall proveke him - 
more and more, by undervaluing the 
Riches of his Grace ; and refuſing the 


That he would make up every Breach, and 
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tain opened for Sin and Uncleanneſs. 
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WW What the Scripture reveals and promiſes 
W 7a! he Root of the Righteous yreldeth Frut 
Wd he whoſe Hope the Lord 1s, fhall not ceaſe 

Wn yielding Fruit; that the godly Man ſhall 
WW: /orih Fruit in his Seaſon; and. im old Age,. 
Wil be fat and flouriſhing : And he that abideth m 
Wt, and Chrift in him, the fame bringeth forth 
Wc Fru:t, was in an extraordinary Meaſure, 
Wiflled in him. And all thoſe heavenly 
oArines, and prafical Truths, which heun- 
W r1{t00d, believed and profeſſed, helivedover. 
Wis Practice agreed, and held Pace with his 
Wrinciples. So that what his Head apprehend- © 
WE. his Heart affeCted, his Will embraced, his 
Witc manifeſtly declared and publiſhed. And 
When bodily Strength decayed, yet his {pi-_ 
Wtiual Vigor ſtill remained; And his Bow 
Wode in Strength, and the Arms of his Hands 
Wyre made ſtrong, by the Hands of the mighty 
od of Jacob. And ſuch was his Fruitful- 
Wc's in well-doing, that of all thoſe who at 
Wy Time diſcourſed him about Soul- Con- 
W115, it was their own Fault and Omiſſon 
they parted from him without ſome real 
Wenefit. | 
8 His | Frequency in Meditation was very 
We markable. Whence he was noted often to 
=, that, {hat Soul could not thrive much in 
We "ace and Holineſs, that was not much in Medita- 
Wor. 


Hs 


= * His Proficiency in Grace. 
W | His Frequency in Meditation, 
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His * Freedom from Envy and diſtraQin 

Cares was obvious to thoſe who knew hin ; 

beſt, in the general Courle of his Conver(a Wi 
tion. Whence allo he was obſerved to lay, iſ 

T bleſs God, 1 have no Templaiton at all to an 
others Preſper wy: And it is a great Favour jron Wil 

the Lord, that I have much Freedom from anxiuWi 
Thoughts, touching what God will do with me. oY 

to my outward Condition, and Bemg in this Vor'd, Wit 

His || inward Tr anguility, Peace, and [ot 

was manifeſt to all, ſo far as it could be out- 

. wardly diſcerned; not letting fall, in the Ob-W 
ſervation of any that were moſt converiant Wi 
with him, the leaſt Word of repining at _ E1 
Time: And it is alſo ratified by thefe Suggcl-W 
tions-which he recommended to others trum 

his own Experience, with the Way how to 
attain it; ſaying, The Lord never made Flej}; ol 
Blood to be a Weapon to conquer Deſpondency : Ti 

Soul muſt eſcape from all Creature-reſuges, if cor 

| 24 will havetrue Quict. That if a Man will lan T 
| folid Peace and Content, he muſt f.rſt have Go iv 
be his God; for true Peace and Quiet 15 mm ni 
alone. That a Man cloathed with Rags may lai 
as much inward Content and Satisfaftion. and fa 


more, than the richeſt and greateſt Man 1n 1: 
World : For our Tappineſs lies in the right Con-Wi 
foſure of the Mind, and not in the greatneſs 0 Ul } 
any outward Conditzon. And that whatever befal 
us 2n tus World, ts, ordinarily, fo far feet 0 
biller to us, as we fancy it 'to be. That as ou 
word 
*- His Freedom from Envy and diſtrafting Carcs 

[| His inward Tranquility, Pcace and Joy. 
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2rd Profit makes the Trouble of any Undertak- 
8”; feweet to the Man that profpers m the World ; 

Wo :/ we could live in the Faith of thas, that all 
Wings ſhall work for Good, we ſhould be as 
Fat ati ified under Afſlidions, as i the greateſt 
Wo7idly Proſperity. And he would often lay 


hen he returned Home, from amongit the | 


ETPcrions and Aﬀairs of this World ; that he 
1 n0 Quact, till he had poured out tus Soul lo God 
= Prayer: And if there he did not meet with him 
WS n/antly, yet Jl he had no Peace, till he had re- 
BB 1ncd the Preſence of God again. And that walk- 
WS; with God was the Foy and Delight of hs Soul. 

S His * Self-denmial " qtrar itſelf, inhis Hami- 
Wity. Dependence on God, Mortification, Re- 
Wi onation, and Heavenly Mindedneſs; which 
Math been before declared. And to this Pur- 
Woſc he adviſed, That we ſhould ceaſe from our- 

| lelves ; and fo think, ſpeak, and do in the Name of 
2 Chriſt, that all our Thoughts, Speeches, and Ac- 
0s. ſhould be managed by us, as the Thoughts, 


& 
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Wout of ourſelves, we are made his, and he 1 made 
urs. Ah! there xs very little Chriſtianity wn the 
VVorid. I would be for God while T live, and for 


WRcaven when I die. Mine own Sirength ncoer 


F JCreature in @ ſaving Manner. There 2s a holy 
Ween ring on God. Litile do we think hyw kindly 
} W God takes it, when we throw | ourfelyes upon lim: 
| WS a veniurous Soul ts always acceptable to hum. 
Z Oh, 
* His Self-denial, 
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4 did me any Good. Faith abhors all Manner of 
4: that Fl:fh and Blood can groe: It affifts a poor 


WV ord, and Aftions of Feſus Chrift ; for by going 


CS he ts. td Ee ee es he A es, res ns ns WEE 


"Go Let "45 y'7 FE of 


- Oh, for ſome awakening Vifit from Heaven, ei 

may alarm us out of ourſelves, into the City oi 
Refuge, before we are benighted. He alſo pray "2. 

ed, That the Lord would come into us with Ti 

umph, ond trample down whatever is oppoſite if 

the Purity of his Nature, in our Souls. And i 
regard all our Mzrfchief ar ifeth from the Unmort: E 
| feednefs of our Wills; and our Sores and VouniWi 
and the grieving of God's Spirit is cauſed ly i 
| ſinful Indulgence towards them ; and the Feed | 
| "of our Faith, Love, and all other Graces 1s ji =] 
| pended, when we are led Captive by them ; 11 
| therefore the Lord would fave us from a ; felt 3 
| filefhly Will, and divorce us wholly from 1 : 41 
| - then. when we come to die, the Separation o/ 118 
Soul jrom the body will be but a ſmall Thng to vl 

* His * Thankfulneſs 'to, and Bleſling of 
God was obſerved to be his continual Exe oy 
ciſe., He was not known, at any Time, Mi 
murmur under the ſharpeſt Trials; bu 
would evermore be juſtifying God, praiſing 
and ſpeaking well of his Name, and pe 
Tuading others to do the like. And he great 
ly delighted to praiſe God in ſinging oi 
Pſalms, eſpecially on the Lord's Day; ana 
| he much bewailed, and blamed the gre 
Neglect of it, in this preſent Age. bY 

' He had a great Eſteem and Veneratio 
+ for Authority and Government, as bel 
a Divine Ordinance: And did highly difap Lt 


pron! . 
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, * His Thankfulneſs to God, with Prailc an 
| Blelling. : 
[ + His Reverence towards SuPCriors, 
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rove.and andeinn thoſe, who did manifeſt 
the leaſt Contempt thereof. And. would 
pray for the ſupreme Powers, according to 
Scripture-rule. 


much on his Jaft Change. And thereupon 
he would frequently take occaſion to ſpeak 
Bomething concerning Death, to awaken both 


Wparation for it; in ſuch Sayings as theſe. 
What we are ſhortly to remove hence, and take our 
Flight ; when the Volume of the Book will be clo- 
Wed up, and the Miniſtration of Grace will be at 


W-:ving away our ſelves to God ; elſe it will be a dif- 
nal Day when we come to die. Death will make 
Ws to have other Manner of Thoughts of Things, 
um we have now : Death will rareſout- Things 
BB ” other Colours ; it will ftiretch every Vein aſſuredly. 
Be /hould woe always as thoſe that have Hope to- 
Wards God when they die; and that are ready, 
wery Day, to ſtep out of one World, ito Ftv 
hat fuch a flying, to Chriſt, as 1s accompanied 
With 2 Refignation of our Wills to his Will, is the 
= Preparative for our Change. When I am 
0-5 70 leave the Body, if I have not an Ark to fly 
p-:0, 1 muſe periſh in the Water. ' We are going 
; o live with Spirits, where will be no' Body at all 
4 converſe with ; and what a Life is that ! Let us 
When always follow the Leading and Condutt of the 
Tae here. We ſhould by Sympathy, as much as 
G WE 


| + His Meditations on Death, 


His Thoughts and Meditations 7 were” 


himſelf and others, to a due and ſerious Pre-. 


Wn End. There muſt now be thorough Work, in 


. 
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we may, die with every one that dies; and thy , 


would make us ferious Chriſtians. We muſt ſhort 
leave this World ; and becauſe we are not zorl/:1 


to part with it, God tears it off, that hampelf ma E 


be all in all. We are launching out of the Wir! 
'apace, and our laſt Change is near ; only I woul 
not have it come as an unexpected FRA Gil 


did not delrver the Martyrs of old, but by Deattf 
- And jo Te may do by us. And what a wretchd | 


Frame of Heart have -we, that we are fo al 


fatiefied to leave fome Things relating to our g1 ti ; 


eft Concern always undone: fome little ſomethin 


(as we account it) ſtill to do ? But when we con 


to die, and to leave the World, how will that feat 


at fuch an Hour? 1 know no Terror greatn 3; 
' than for a Man to go out of the World, out i 


God, and out of Chriſt; and yet the moſt do | 


And when at that: Time he was anſwered * 
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. a Perſon preſent, Your Caſe is not fo; he ri 


plied, It is an amazing Mercy: T1 am wo 
derfully Javed. And he further ſaid, T1 


_ Health is the Opportunity; The great Things | 


the Soul's Intereſt Sucknefs, or a ang Hour 1; 
bad Time to manoge m. 
He lived much in an Exerciſe of Fat 
upon the Glory of the future ſtate *; whic 
was a wonderful Support, and Comfort | 
bis Spirit: And he did continually take 1 
large Views and Proſpects of it. When 
' he was obſerved to ſay, before his laſt Sid 
neſs; that he had ſuch an IDEA of il 
| ory of Heaven, that he thought, he cou 
| furn 
* His Proſpe@ of Glory. 
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f th a Book with fit Matter, on that glo- 
W:0us Subjeft. 

= And as be hved in all Manner of Genres 
W:tion, holily; * ſo he finiſhed his Courſe 
Wd died, triumphantly. Which fully appears 
Wn h1s laſt Specches and Prayers; continuing 
Bn a lively and vigorous Exerciſe of ſpiritual 
End heavenly Graces (eſpecially Faith, Hope, 
Patience, Self-Reſignation, full Aﬀiratice: 
nd Longing to be with the Lord) to the laſt 
BP criod of his Life; when Grace iſſued in 
W-ory, and an abundant Entrance was miniſtered 
| hum, znto the everlaſting Kingdom & our Lord 
E oe Savwur Feſus Chriſt. 


7 + His exemplary Carriage at his Death, 


G 2 


A PRAC- 


F 
2 
t 
, 
1 
| 
/ 


= ra. gy” LE - © hs. Ho Slee. Aie-aoe GI —_ 


OY To EEI_T Oe In II" 6M Din, 7 Ix wa 


[4 
' 
& 


65 


P 

4 ;, Q -.,” 
”% 4 
os - £ 


RACTICAL DISCOURSE 


NaTvRE, MEans and METHOD 
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% Isaran xlv. I7- 
But Tfrael foal be Joo” in the Lord. 


"1 4 
” 


HE poor. Dove being ſent abroad, and gliding 
BA over the great. Flood, at laſt found an Olive- 
Branch; and returned to the Ark. In like Man- 
cr my confuſed Thoughts have ſoared hither and 
: 7 Iiither, over the Face of that great Deep which 
WW firſt Apoſtacy drowned Mankind in; and having 
Egurncd over the ns By hoping thence to receive 
£ ome News after ſuch a dreadful Shipwreck, this 
WD cripture comes flying with an Ohve- ranch in its 
l outh; Saved, in the Lord. The firſt Word keeps 
0m fainting, till the next Word comes 1n, and 
ows the Nature of the Deliverance, the Certaint 
nd the Manner of it; the firſt Word, like Ahimaaz,, 
F>, Alt 1s well; but Cubi declares the Matter, and 
Z & 2 how” 


- 
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how. it-is accompliſhed#., Salvation, plainly: afſer 

is 'glad. Tidings; - but - leſt ſo weighty a Buſin;W 
ſhould be miſtaken and that the Underſtanding might I bk 
be the more | convinced; the Means. by which it i 
obtained, and the Hand from whence it-is procured, al 
is drawn forth—1n the Lord. As delightful a Sci. 
tence to a Sinner, as that which Be//bazzar+ ſaw wlll 
terrible to Him; That made his Joints to tremble, 
but This makes the Lame to leap as an Hart: Th 
makes the Wilderneſs to Ss © as-a Role. "= 


The pirit : and Senſe of this ſhot 
| ri ni v: word << Saved” reacheth far, cvMill 
7 to. the Ends of the Earth. $. Ii 
_ Importeth a State of Security. from all: Enemies ani 
all Evil; from Sin ||, Satan 4, Condemnation, Wn 
Wrath and Hell t; from all Diltreſs, &c. in thi 
Life q, and. hereafter **, "7M 
It importeth an Inveſtiture and Poſſeſion of al 
real Good in this Life, and in that to come, viz. 
Converſion, Calling, Juſtification, Acceptance with Ml 
God, Adoption, Sanctification, Strength, Bleſiing, ah 
Manifeſtation of CGrod, Knowledge of the Truth (\, 
and every good Thing that may enable the Hes 
of Life to diſpatch their Work, quit themfclves Wn 
victorious, and lead them at laft to their Father's} . 
Houſe, the Walls whereof are Salvation and Peace 
- to all Eternity, and the Inhabitants are only ſuch al 
are redeemed from this preſent evil World. Th 
Defign of Salvation laid the firſt Stone of the nevi 
City, and has furniſhed it throughout for the Gueth 
which the JAJeur of the World brings res” 
Ul 
9.8 how. XV111. 28, 31, | & Ifaiah xlix., 6. | Mat. 
2 "24,..4i8- Tim: it. £6, 2 John V. 24, Rom. V 
Qs; q Gen, xlviii. i6. + Theſs. i. »0 
6K Ads xy. 3. 2 Tum... Os. Rom.. iv. 25 
ER. 1. ©: Ea. lv. 5 14 Pet. bs 2, Iſai. xIv, 
94, Gal, tit, g. John xvii, 26, z Joun 11, 20, 21. 
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But leſt my Meditations ſhould wander from my 
Wn Taſte into a roving Speculation,' I would will- 
Wogly keep them under ſuch Regulation, as that 
Whey may ſpeak the Words of my Heart rather than 
Rot 7 ay Head; and rather what ]\ feel; than what I 
W-:d: And when I thus. muſe; I find my Heart | 
Wearn after Redemption and Salvation- in theſe fe- 
We ret rare: 4 SO TEL Ns | 

== Oh that I were faved from myſelf ! ; 7", IP 
Wrom a covetoits, unrighteous, ror The Not J 
Wicving 'Uſz of the Things which I . _ «to vrwh nes tf 
Whcre enjoy in this World!: From the Pleaſure of 
Wc lf-eſteem, the wretched Thought of Man's Praiſe! 
WOh that I were faved from my daily Eftrangedneſs 
Wo the Excellencies of: Him who. waits to be gra- 
Wious to me | Whien ſhall the Price of inward Com- 
Wnunion with God outbid all other Proffers! When 
hall my Feet be 'untied, that-I may whlk at Free- 
om, and fuck in the' Dictates of the Spirit, as 
hc only Air ] live by ! When fhall I be waſhed 
Ws white as Snow! When ſhall I pray that Prayer 
gn Truth; Thy Hill be done on Earth (1n my Heart) 
Ws :t is in Heaven! When ſhall my Eyes look upon 
the Sun and not dazzle! When fhall T' meditate 
WI error, and yet triumph! How long ſhall I be tak- 
ng leave of all created Sweetneſs, and yet cannot 
part! When will my Notions of truth. be turned 
Ent Power, and the effeftual working of God ap- 
car within me as a victorious Conqueror | When 
nll my Luſts and my own! Will die, and be quick- 
nd apain'in the Will of my Father ! When ſhall 
We cc, and fee}, and be freed by, the bare Redemp- 
gon of Jeſus Chriſt | When ſhall my evi} Defires, 
BE ontemplations and Folly of Heart be ſtarved ! 
= hen ſhall T-do all Things for God, and nothing 
g'nzly for myfelf ! When will the Conſultation of 
chly Wiſdom ceaſe, and my Heart know no. Wiſ- 
Wm, no Safety, no Riches, but in the Word of 
3 rs Se Truth 
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Truth and Promiſe! When ſhall the Faith of free | 


Redemption, Righteouſneſs, and Acceptation with Wl 
God, be Strength, Jay, 'and' Victory; over all my Wl 
Fear, Infirmity 'and; Faintneſs ! When ſhall I i« 
my: Sins ſent away. into a Land not inhabited, and 
my. Heart: ſhout for Joy, ! -How long ſhall Diſtem- i 
pers -of Body diſturb my Mind ; and the Diſtrac. 


tions of my Mind _ my inward Man into the 
Depths of Mire and Clay!! How .-T inder-like, is 


my Soul to every. Temptation |, How dim-ſighted, 
* dark, fearful, remiſs, and weak-hearted am I ! 0; Bi 


wretched Man that F arm, who fball deliver me from it | L 
Body of all this Death! Tei: b- 
News of And while the breaking Diſquiets of Mil 


Salvation. gether, and a Variety of Temptations, iſ 


| my Heart do thus twiſt themſelves to- i 


Burdens, Convictions, . Luſts' of the Fleſh, Groans, 'Þ 


Fears, and'Pantings. do all ftrive within me as the MW 


Seat. of Exerciſe ; there ſeems to appear the T'wink- Wl 
ling of a Refuge, a Morning-Star, Salvation fir Wi 
Srnners, .and perfect Redemption; the vile Body ſhall ji Wi 
be made glorious, Sins be blotted out, and everlaſiing 


| Righteouſneſs brought in, This is good News ; but E 


how ſhall ſuch a Bleſfedneſs be obtained ? The I 


Lion of the Tribe of Zudab has prevailed, and un- i; 
dertaken the Work of complete Redemption, on Wl 
Behalf. of poor, weary, miſerable, impriſoned Souls, Wi 


in his own Perſon, where all Salvation lies ; for Wl 
' there is no other Name under Heaven, whereby «i 


wretched Sinner can be ſaved. AQts iv. 12. . 
. But, alas! who can aſcend into Heaven, or go 
down into the Deep, to fetch a healing Medicine 
from this Phyſician? It is true, he'is higher that 
| the Heaven, and deeper than the Earth; but the WW 
Word of Faith. 4s fwift-winged; it reveals the WW 
Heights and Depths of this Relief in a Moment, 
and cries out by the Spirit, which ſearcheth the 
deep things of God, that © now is come Salvation 

| Eos at 


"- 
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| Strength, Poor Sinners ſhall be ſaved, and 


W- Salvation is in the Lord.” 
: hen I hear that Redemption and Salvation is 
We had, and that it is to be had in the: Lord, 'my 
rt cries out, Who ſhall bring me into- this 
Wong City, and ſhew me the Riches of ſaving! 
alth that is there?” There is no other/coming at 
| but by. the Permiſſion of this bleſſed Word, tn | 
= Lord. 
W Theſe two words, HÞ and Out, 4'divide all the 8 
Whabitants of the ' Earth. All Perſons are either 
Wb: Lord, or without God in the World +;' either im 
 ::w City, or . without among the' Dogs t. How 
ich Weight lies upon this' Word, yp the Lord. 
Were lies the Myſtery of Godlineſs of which the 
WW ophets and Apoſtles ſpoke, and which the Angels 
Wire to look into. A Salvation wroight in God, 
Wd yet enjoyable by every repenting, believing 
Wrcature, Here are two Wonders; 
: *K That a Sinner” 's Salvation is wrought in 


E Second, That a Singer enjoys it in 1 the Lord, 
E9 tn the Lord. 

= Who can with Fear and Reverence Th 
Wough, look into this Ark, -and * » Myfier 
Dt be conſumed ? Poor Sinners are ef & map 
Wvited; Chriſt invites, the Prophets F We 
WWvite, the Apoſtles invite; the Spirit faith, Come 
WE, aud taſte that the Lord is gracious z L am the 
oor, and the ;Freaſury too, ſaith Chriſt. "The 
Wonc that cloſed the Sepulchre is removed; the 
A 77h is rent, the Holy of Holies is open; come 
Wd ſce, 

4 Stand aſide Fleſh and Blood; "Gow haſt no ſhare, 
WP Portion in' this Work; ſhut thine Eyes, they 
Wc no Organs to receive' in this: Manifeſtatian Þy.; : 


3 ne | | ; | os [Let 
s Eph, 11, 12, 13, bY Rey, XX11, 14, 13» 


> —_— 


the Heavens declare Righteouſneſs? _ Is, the Angi 4 
_ of the Lord breaking open the. lron-gatad ,* Tt 


«< tains, and drink up the Rivers,/ and prepare ſi 


"06. T'he 
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| Let thine' Hands be feeble; and thy Strength þ 3 4 


£one; thou haſt laboured in'vain, 'and- art enſnar{l 


In the Work of thine own Hands; thou, art tak] 
In a jiet, and} thy Striving doth but increaſe thy 


Bonds thou art full of the Fury of the Lord, « ; < 
a wild Bull in a Net. Ceaſe from thyſelf, 1: 


down in Aﬀhes, cover thy Lip, , and cry out, Un. *6 


clean, Unclean! All Fleſh is Graſs, it wither, 
and yields no Harveſt. Suffer thy Life to bled 
away from thee, that thy Strength may be gone, 
let the Mountain: become a Valley, ,take down tha 
Battlements, |. be' void; of all. Self-refuge,” wallovi 
thou in the Duſt, and. ſpeak low, as. out of ti 
Farth ; for thou 'art ſpoiled of every Defenc.Wl 
Strip thee naked, as in the Day that thou waſt bor;Wll 
be empty and void, O Chaos of Diſtreſs, that tl&:M 
new Creation-may paſs upon thee; let thy Doo 
be flung open, that the King, thy Redeemer, my 
enter in, Who is the King of Glory? Ti 
Lord' ſtrong and mighty. He bringeth Calvati EY 
his Reward is with Him, his Work is before Hin 


PU 


 hear'his Voice; for -He cries, © I am thy SaviouWl 


<« and there is no other.” Whence comes ti 


Voice, O my Soul? Do the Clouds ſpeak, and 48 


«.T, (faith the Lord) be not afraid z mine owl 
*. Arm ſhall fave, Thou haft wearied thyſelf i = 
<« the Greatneſs of thy Way; but I am come vi 


« deliver the Priſoners who. were appointed to di 


«© My Name is exalted, I will lay wafte the Mou 


« Way for my Captives to return. The feeb* 
« among them ſhall be as David. I will lead than 
* through the Deep, and they ſhall not ftumbW 
4 Work is mine, and I will make my ov 
«* Name glorious. I will be for ever righteous 30 
TR 6c af . 
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Fi yet, the Juſtifier of poor unrighteous, vi} 
Van: For my Name'is, WONDERFUL,” 

WT hee are, indeed, the Words of Lite; and what 
WE 1 fay to my Lord? My Lips do quiver; La” 
Wolken; Rotteneſs is entered into my Bones ; my 
W:nxth faileth at the News: For, who can fee 
Wd and live? Spare a little, give me Space to re- 
W cr Strength, touch me that 1 may ſtand up, and 
WW: the Glory of the Lord paſs before me ; put me 
WW a Clift of the Rock, that I may behold, and 
Wt not be confounded at thy Appearance, 


In the Lord. 

The eternal, incompre- ES l 
W-nfble God, who Keel fo Myft LR of Satvation 
—_— + iſplayed in the Perſon of 
WE th in inacceſſible Light, us Chril 
Wnpticth himſelf, boweth / fs Gorge. 

We Havens, comes down and furniſheth himſelf 
With. the pure Nature of Mankind, and is made 
ch in the Perſon of the eternal Son of the eter- 
ey. Father; and, by the Overihadowing of the eter- 
i Spirit of Holineſs, is formed in the Womb of 
os Virgin, outof the Road of that natural Genera- 
Won that carried along the firſt Man Adam's Guilt. 
nd his Body being thus fitted, he ſets to the 
SV ork, in Behalf of thoſe whom his Father gave 
Wim, and becomes a ſecond Adam to them. Com- 
: and 1s given forth by his Father, that all Iniqui 

WD his Choſen ſhall repair thither ; There all their 
Ps met, Ifa. li. 6. marginal Reading. | 
= Great was that Day of his Salkiat; Fes =o 

= ravail, when he cried out to 7 veg 
Wh: North and South, Eaſt and 7 5 Parte. 

cit, to give up and bring in to Him the Sins of his 
Pons and Daughters, from the Ends. of the Earth ; 
nd when he forced them into the Sacrifice of the 
Wrcat God. They all enter with a'huge Train of 
Watan's Accuſations,” and  ſmoaking with. the ete - 
1 | na 
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nal Indignation of a righteous God, proved ui 
condemined by a righteous Law, and the Coni;lil 
ence of every Sinner, crying out, <* I have fin 
© and itis moſt righteous that I ſhould die eternal 
The Battle muſt be fought with all theſe, in (i 
own Perſon; and He muſt either overcome, or iii 
riſh. The Fight is begun; the Rocks rend, (il 
Face of the Heavens gather Blackneſs, and il 
Earth trembles. At ſuch a Surge as this, his Sul 
_ was made as a boiling Pot of Ointment, His Dill 
ciples were ſoon ſtruck off their Legs; they 6 
and owned Him not; ' He was left alone, and gti 
up to the Combat. His Father beholds the ii 
guiſh of his Soul, and only ſupports Him to endui 
till He bows his Head, and enters into Deal 
The Grave reigns over Him three Days. NowWW 
the Battle ended; the Work is finiſhed ; the Pow 
of Darkneſs are broken; their Strength defeat 
the Prince of this World caſt out; Which was ii 
clared mightily by the Spirit of Holineſs, throw 
his Reſurreftion from the Dead. Yho now /hall oi 
© cuſe? Itis God that juſlifieth. Who ſhall condemn? 1 
| Chrifl that died, yea rather that 1s riſen again, Roi 

vith-:-32. 36. _ RW 

_._ And that this Conqueſt might be peaceably a 
ſurely enjoyed, and the Enemies for ever kept tral 

_ any further Invaſion, he prevents future Guilt, 

removing the Law*®, (having born the Curſe, all 
fulfilled it in his own Perſon) that it ſhould neit 
condemn, nor accuſe. Having already ſpent li 
condemning Power and accuſing Power upon tl 
Perſon of Jeſus Chriſt, "That, which before w 
armed with Strength and cloathed with Thund 
becomes now a ſtill Voice; and, from being a i 


rant, becomes a Guide, a Comforter, and a Guarding 
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2 In the Lord. 

W The tedious Work being over, what remains, 
Wit that the Labourer receive his Wages? He hath 
Wurchaſed a Vineyard; why may not he quietly 
W njoy the ſame ? The Enemy 1s totally ſpoiled ; now 
Wc: the Land be given him for an Inheritance, even _ 
WW the Ends of the Earth. He hath (purchaſed a 

W pouſe with the RET of the Phil;/tines*; and 
Wow let the King's Son enjoy both Her, and the 
lory of his Conqueſt for ever. He emptied Him- 
If, and became weak; but now liveth to God: 
Wh nd is the Treaſury of Grace, Pardon, Righteouſ- 
Wc, Holineſs and Life. 

W 1 he glorious God, Father, Son and Spirit, doth 
Wow declare the furniſhing a Mediator with all Ful- 
Wcſs, that Mercy might have an unlimited Vent 'to- 
Wards the Redeemed, as lately Juſtice had the like 

pon the Redeemer. To this End, He that was 
= //:n:t:o!ly Fulneſs before, is now alſo become a come 
ct: Mediator, in the Fulneſs of whatever becomes 
D at Office; dignified to the Right-hand of the Ma- 
ty on High, and conſecrat-4 a Prieſt for ever; ap- 
Waring in the Preſence of God for his Redzemed; 
cd unto a boundlcſs Perfection ; and poſſetiing 
Wc Glory which He had with his Father beforz the 
Wy od began, and filling human Nature therewith 
WP ts utmoſt Capacity, The Glory of the holy God 
pi now dwell, live, a&t.and manage all Things, 
—_ the pure Nature of Man; God Himſelf dwelleth 
th Man, and has named Himſelf, Emmanuel, _ 
_ | hc only God (in the Perfon of the Son) dwel- 

mn in F leſh, that Mankind might be reconciled to 

gp nſclf. And whatſoever Fulneis the Perſon of the 
W<diator is furniſhed with, it is all made the Inhe- 
W-nce of every Believer, who is completed thereinF. 

Wod, as the cternal Son of the eternal Father, had 
F f H | eternally 


þ 


* 1 Sam, xviii 17, 27. & Col. ui 106 
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eternally ail Perfection in Himſelf; but as Mediator, 
He. 1s anointed / with the: Righteouſneſs, 'Wiſdom, 
- and Holineſs of God, on Behalf of Man ;. and, for 
his Uſe, to carry on and eternally to conſummate 
the Deſign of Redemption. So that, "That which 
was infinite in God, and continues fo till, yet dwells 


in, and is for ever united to a{inite Body. The Fu. &- 


| uf of the Godhead dwelleth in Him bodily*. And her 
od and Man are' met *together indiflolubly in 1 


Mediator; and now God and Man can walk toge- Wi 
ther, within the Bond of an eternal Agreement; 
which otherwiſe could not have been: Fullf 
hw - can, twwo walk together, unleſs they be agreed\ ! 


God, who dwells in unapproachable Light, is now, 


by an unſpeakable Diſpenſation of Grace, com: Þ 
within the narrow Confines of human Nature, and 


fills it with himſelf; that He, who is All in Him- 
felf, night be AJll in Man, and make Man Al! in 


him. The Partition-wall is taken down, that Ma 
might be in a capacity to enjoy God, after the Powe: 

Like ; and that God may 
have.Scope cnough to ſpend infinite Love on Man 
and reit in that Love, and rejoice in it, as in hi 


of an infinite and endleſs 


Portion, with Freedom, and Fulneſs of Satisfaction, 


. Herelies thz Wonder of the Goſpel, the unſearci- 
able Wiſdom of God ;: and who can pry into it wit 
out Aſtoniſhment? Fhis is that which makes ti 
Heavens rejoice, and the Earth. be glad, that Goo 


will is come to Men in the Perſon of God-Man, 
ET Eran 

DELETE go ru) 
Rath þ Tn - But how is this made- actual 


+2 4,7 4 - applicable to every particular 
Chrift apt Red. deemed Perſon, for whom ti 


Tia 


glorious Deſign was undertaken ? 
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The tver- bleſſed God, 'in taking the human Na- 


re into' Union with Himſelf, ' in the Perſon of the 


WW -rn21 Word, the Son of the Father, through the 
W irtue of the Spirit (that the Decree of Salvation 


br the Ele&t might be fuily executed) became the 
W::dertaker, thee Repreſentative, and the ſemmal Root 


Wer all and every Perſon ordained to Life. _ 

=. He was and i3 the Und:rtaker for them ; bearing 
WW] their Sins in the Guilt and Puniſhment, with 
Wcry particular Azgravation of them, in theut- 
Whoſt Extent *. He hid not his Face from the 
Whame, nor his Heart from the Sorrow ; but drank 
Wy that mighty Jordan, and the Rivers of Brim- 
Wone which the Breath of the Lord had kindled : 


Without Mixture, for the wretched Offspring of 
We firſt Adam; who were the rightful, and moſt 
B:ccſlary Heirs, by Generation, of the Guilt: of 
he firſt and comprehenſive Apoſtaſy of Adam and 
WE, the common Parents of all Mankind. He 
Wo undertook their Help and Deliverance, and 
Wiſcarried not $. Though the Earth: trembled un- 
cr the Weight of ſuch an Undertaking, yet He 
Winted not, nor was diſcouraged, till He was taken 
gm Priſon and Tudgment, and brought forth Fudg- 
-:t unto /iFory; and fo obtained eternal Redemp- 
yon and Life for th:m that believe, even thoſe 
Whom the Father hath given to Him, _ 
WS H: became alſo, at the ſame time, their Repre- 
-t2ve, ſuſtaining their Perſbns. In Him they are 
-'red together in one, Or more properly, ſummed 
WP |; 2nd are really, through Union with Him, cru- 


| 'N Leaven with Him, their Poreruner@, who there appears 
gp orned with their Names, as ſo many precious 

G | | H-3 © ,- .* Stones 
Ifaiah liti, 6, & Pſa. Ixxxix, 19, {| Eplr. i. 10, 


Wt! Gal. ii. 20. + Coliii, 11 © Heb, vi 29, 20s 
4 4 Eph, Ul, 6, FR 
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JV hich was the Portion of that Cup poured out, 


ed w.th FHim+; riſen with HimJ; and entered int» 
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Stones upon his Breaſt, as well as. borne upon hi; 
Shoulders*, in all his Undezctakings for then, WM 
Hence we are ſaid to be ſaved zz the Lord, and p:.. 
ſerved 7 Jeſus Chriith, as well as ſaved 5y 1tin, WR 
/\s He is Mediator, He ſtands as the cellef7:v; 3:4 
of all the Ele&t; and therefore in faving them He is 
ſaid to ſave Himfelfi|. And hence it is, that in 
whatever He did and ſuffered as Mediator, the Scoxe if 
of his Heart eyed his People, as doing 4hc:r 77 
therein +. And the Lord Jeſus 1s thus the Reg; reſi 
tative, as Grod's Elect (for He is the Father's elce- 
ted one 5.) in whom the Redecmed were elect 
before the Vorid bezan . | 
3 He is alſo their jemmal Cauſe and frocreating [ir 
ze, They (cven every particular Perſon of the 
ſaved. of the Lord) are. found in Him, as ever 
_ Sprig of the Tree 1s virtually in' the Root, as th 
natural Cauſe of it. And as the Sced that is foyn 
| has in it the Growth and Subit?nce of all the Su 
that ſpring and come forth from thence, as tir 
generating and producing Principle : So is Chr 
to his People. Hence it 1s, that He and theyan 
called, rot Seeds, but Seed **; for in their ori; 
Principle, they are cne in Him. And thus thM 
Kingdom of God 1s compared to a Grain of Niu 
tard-ſeed, that, by 1t's Fruittulneſs, becomes : 
great Tree: And this is the Leaven that leavencth th 
whole Lump SF; bringing forth a ſeaſoning Natur 
according to the Likeneſs of it's firtt Cauſe and 
Original, And thus are Believers called Branc:s, 
whereof he is the Roct, or the Vine; which 1s tie 
Cauſe and Life of the Branches ||; and F th 
fanifieth, and they who are ſanetified are both of M 
++, founded in the ſame eternal Decrce in which j 
| | | U 


* Exod. xxvilt. & Jude 1. || Ifa, lix. 16, Ih 
6.4 16 xxvic 185-0. 1 xlit, 1:4 Epi 
4. ** Gal: 111, 16. $& Mat. XU, 31-3) 
I John xv. 5. Tt Heb, it, 11. _ | 
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Ws... Chrit has the Pre-eminence, as firit in God's 
Wc; ind the Redeemed alſo in his Lye, in Him; 
s...1 both theſe in their own Order. As the Root 
WE. O:d-r before the Free and the Branches which 
= ſpring from the Root : So 1s Chriſt firſt as the 
WM: 0ot, and the Redeemed are as the Branches ; and 
WE; th: Branches are the Glory of the Root; fo 1s 
"2 very Believer the Glory of Chriſt,* and the Mamni- 
W-1:tion of that Fulneſs that is in Him, Js fillet 
WW i: all$. | 
= [H:therto has Sulvation been conſidered in the. 
| : Foundation thereof, even Jeſus Chriſt, whom God 
Wis laid (in the Conftitution of his Perſon, made 
Wi of two Natures, Divine and Human) to be the 
Ground of Hope for the Heirs of Salvation. And 
Ws the Foundation confilts of precious Stones, *an- 
WS werible to the Foundation of S2lomon's Temple; 
Ho docs the Temple of Chriſt's Body, which God 
hath pitched, and not Man, 

= How ſhould the Hearts of all the ExpeQtants of 
WLitec rejoice, at the laying of the Foundation by ſo 
wit a Maſter-Builder, who counted the Colt of 
Wthe whole Superſtructur2, when he drew the MMo- 
gcc! of it in his eternal Purpoſe; and has Power 
Wgcnough to carry it on, fo that neither the Reproach 
Wo! Satan, nor the Contradiction of Man's polluted. 
tc, ſhall ever have Cauſe to ſay, He laid a Foun- 
Wcation, but had not wherevith to finiſh it! Is the. 
Wg oundation fo ſtately, and ſhall not Gold and pre- 
Wgcious Stones allo. be the Building? The fame myf- 
Wtcrious Wonder which appeared at the firſt, conti- 
WI ucs fill in carrying on alfo of the Building. 
= |: :!! material and earthly Buildings, the Stones 
Wo! the Building do not, all of them, immediate] 
Wtouch the Foundation ; but one Stone of the Su- 
WE pcriiructure is a mcdiate Foundation to another, 


-- though 


w 
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though the whole do ultimately reſt upon the 6488 
Foundation : But in this Building, every Sto 
doth particularly reft upon the .hrſt Foundation, WM 
and fo the Building groweth to be an holy Temtl: vi 
the Lord; for the Spirit of the Foundation hath in. 
mediate Influence into every Stone that is buitMi 
thereon *. For this Cauſe the Stones are c:]|:\Mf 
lively, or living Stones, when cnce they reſt on thi 
diving Foundation ; and are become Recipients offi 
the Life thereof, according to their Meaſureg. bes 
In like Manner doth the Myſtery of this UnioMY 

| ſurpaſs all other Reſemblances of it, It is reſwnW 
| bled to the Union of a Head and Members, Rox 
and Branches; in which Reſemblances, every Mznil 
ber and every Branch is not contiguous to ti 
Head, or to the Root: But in this Union, cverilſYG 
Member. of the Myſtical Body of Chriſt is alivM 

. near to the Head, as ccncerning their real Inter 
therein; they are in the Head, and in the Root in-Wi 
mediately, and yet Members and Branches order 
ſet, and growing up to the Stature and comely Pro 

+ portion of a perte&t Man, and a beautifully fruitful 
. Vine, in and by the Spirit of. thz Lord ||. _ EE 
. $9 that the neareſt and mot exact Refemblancei 
do but partially reſemble this Union. The Rel 
tions of Parent: and Child, Huſband . and Wiki 
\ Shepherd and Sheep, do but help. us to taſte, as 
were, a Drop. here and there of the unſpeakabah 
| Nearneſs, and abounding Fulneſs, Delight, Glo 
: and mutual Satisfaction of this. Union betwixt Gull 
and Man, in the Myſtery of this Mediator. - 
TK But, alas! how comes it to pai 

A Behever's it ſeeing the real Truth of 
Thirſt. Myſtery is ſo rich and glorious, a 
| ſo well ordered in all "Things; how comes it 
paſs, that my Soul lies like a withered Pr 1 
| mo 

* Fph. ii, 21, 22. + 1 Peter,. it. 4. 5. || Eph." 
14 Holea xive &, 7, 8. —_ 
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A Head Limb ? Oh! that the Lord would cauſe the 


ind of Goſpel-Power to' breathe forth, that the 


j* dry Bones might live, and my Heart, -as the Trees | 
of God, might be full of Sap! 


Although "the Father kth been pleaſed that all 


WF ulncis ſhould dwell in Chriſt, as a T reaſury for 
W the Redeemed to live in, and to live upon ;. yet, un- 
leſs thoſe Treaſures are actually derived over to ever y 
4 needy Soul that is intereſted therein, and every ſuch 
W Soul is wrought up to ſome living Improvement 
W thereof, they are but as "Treaſures hid in the Earth as 
W :in Inheritance not pollefled, or as a Poſleſfion not 


enjoyed, Oh, how 1 doth my barren Heart be- 
come ſuch an Enquiry as this is! What is all this 
Treaſure, unleſs attrev)ly and really enjoyed ? Could 
my Heart truly yearn, and could 'my Aﬀections 
truly burn with Defrre after it, I might even row 


#1 ſhortly hope to ſee the Salvation of God. 


'T his Myltery of Love rifeth yet Hizher and 
higher, It is full of Bleſledneſs, and travails to be 


= dclivered ; which appears in this, thet God is will- 


Ing It ſhould be made known; and therefore hath 


== ſent a Meflage and Manifeſtation of it to Men *, 


And this is Far which bears 'down all Difculties; 


for He, who doth whatſoever He will, hath willed 


the Diſcovery thereof. 

' And the Spirit of Jeſus Chrit ſtands in the high 
Places of the Streets, to call in the Poor, the Blind, 
the Lame, to partake of this large Proviſion. 'The 
Spirit cries, C:me; and it cries out, not per ſuaſrvely 
only, but rflnentially, by effectual WW orking. -* His 
Words are cre ating Power; and ſhall not my Heart 
alſo, in the T,aiiguage of the Bride, ſay, Comey 
come, O 12y Belwed? 

Now my. Meditations are ( methinks) entering IN- 
to a wide Sea again. Shall my itraitned Heart and 
polluted Soul indeed change a cloſe Dungeon for a 

4 | large 
* Col, 1, 26, 27. 
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large Palace, and enjoy Liberty and Purity at once} 
Shall my filthy Garments and my Iniquity paſs a- 
way in one Day? Who can deſcribe the Nature 
of ſich a Change as this? No leſs than the Over. 
| ſhadowing of the ſame Spirit, which formed Chriſt 
in the Womb of the Virgin, doth alfo form him 
anew in every redeemed Soul; and quickens it from 
the Law of Sin and Death, to be a new Creature, 
in Holineſs, Righteouſneſs, Wiſdom and Truth, 
after the Image of Him that created 1t. | 

My Thoughts are now a-ground; they want 
Water to carry them off, Mere Speculation and 
Tradition are uncomfortable Helps at this Work, 
An Eye-witneſs and an Ear-witneſs are the beſt 
_ Guides. Spiritual "Taſte and Experience can bet 
- dive into theſe Truths and Privileges. 

Oh, that I might both fee in my Mind, and feel 

in my Heart what I am about to utter, or at leaſt, 
to deſire to grope after, in this Wonder of Won- 
ders, concerning the Soul's aEtual inheriting, marry- 
ing and poſſeſiing Jeſus Chriſt, with: all the admi- 
rable Privileges and Glory of that State! _ 
Oh, for one Gale of Wind, one Breath of the 
Spirit, to lift me over the Bar of a carnal Mind; 
- that I might cloſe with, and enter into ſuch a Sa- 
viour, ſuch a Salvation as this 1s! 

Who can give a poor Sinner in Marriage to the 
Prince of Life? "The Angel is come down,” and the 
Waters are troubled, but where is the Hand that 
will lift a diſeaſed, impotent Soul into the healing 
Waters! The Fields are white unto the Harveſt; 
when ſhall the Sickle enter, and the Corn be laid 
into the Garner? O that Almighty Power would 
break forth from the Preſence of God, to effect the 


Deſign of his own Pity and Love! My Fl: failcth, 
and ny Heart faileth, but God us the Strength of my 
H:nt. Awake, O Arm of the Lord, divide the Sea, 
and lt thy Ranſomed paſs ovcr, Love 1s firong as Death, 


ict 


: > 
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hot me not farve at the Threſhold. Be not with- 
Uravn, O thou who putte/t in thy Hand by the Hole 
bf the Door: Ay Birwels are moved for Thee. 

| [hre arc various Expreſ- Chriſt and @ Beliener 
fons in Scripture, and ſome. £7 ad 

of th:m do intimare the Myſ- at ou 6 ana 


Wtcry of clofing-with, or Tranſition into Chrift in 
Wone Kind, and ſome in another; becauſe any fin- 


ole Expretion or Similitude 1s too little to compre- 
hend the whole Extent of ſuch an Union: And 
Ehonce vie have, on the Souls Part, the "Terms of 
committing to, Or rolling oft, the Lord *, in Reference 
to Eaſe'from Burdens ; and aning upon the Beloved S, 
Win Reference to. Eaſe from Vearineſs, with Delight 
Win that Reſt; and a warting patiently with Trult ||, 
=: mporting the SouP's Security-in Him a grving our- 
 /-/irs 72 the Lord 4, implying a free Content of the 


Vi; a trowving of Chriſt {, intimating the Satis- 
tion of the Underitanding: therein; eating hrs 


= ':/ 4 drinking his Blog 4, importing the Soul's 
gs conſtant Livelihood on, and incorporated Union with 
in; and fwe!lns m Him **, exprefling Shelter and 
WS: timate Acquaintance. (Hence alſo we have, on 
WS tn Part of Chriſt, "Terms equally expreflive of his 
cloſing with the Soul, ſuch as Being Erown of 
= 7: $5, and apprevended by Him ||; his being ra- 
=_ 1 with, or ling his Heart 1pox his Beloved ++; 

= is 7977 Himſelf, through the whole Work of 
= Rdemption, in a Way of Eovett; and reſting in 
We :-2: Love 04, Henceaiſo we have the Expeiſions of 
3 | by + INS a mutual 


® 


= * P:.. xzxxvii. 5. with the margmal Reading. 

& Cantic, viii, 5. Pa, xxxvii. 7. Prov. 1. 3. 
T 2 Cor, vill, 5. + John xvii. 3. T John vi. £4 * 
#% John vi. 56. 1. John iv. 13. & John x, 27, 
Gal. iv. 9. [|] Philip 111. 12. F+ Cantic. iv. g.. 
including the marginal Reading tt Eph. 'v...2: 
23+ Gal, il. 20, Rev. 1. 5. UT Zeph. itt. 27. 
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a mutual and united Intereſt, ſuch as crucified, dui 
buried, planted together, quickened, riſen, aſcend:d, ai 
fitting in heavenly Places with Him, *: partaking © Mi 
 Sufferings and He of oursh ;... glorified in Him and 1 
mm Us, To helpon this Diſcovery, there comes nM 


the Reſemblance of Marriage-Union, the Union « 


Jngrafture,. and of  Leaven.io the Lumpy, importin 
. the winning Nature which. this Unioa with Chr 
hath, in it's transforming Power upon the Soul ſl 
rendering it willing to it's Change in the Day of thM 
Overthadovingy, though never ſountuitabl. 
h eforeq. - And hence it 1s, that 
as Chriſt ſaith, Thou haſtraviſhed my Heart**; the Soul 
faith im-Return, Love is as /trong as Death, it hat) 
: moſt vehement Flame, ſet me as a Seal-upon thine Heart 
_ as a Seal-#hon. thine ArmSF$. Chriſt faith, 47; Love 1h 
as the Lilly among Thorns|\|\|; and She faith, 24 Bi 
trued is as the Apple-Tree amang the Trees of the IVeot1 Wi 
. They are each, ſet-forth as admiring one another's 
 Excellencies; and while Chrift is recreating Hin 


' Spirit's Overſh 
_ averſe and froward b 


in that Beauty which Fle hath put upon his Belove; 


the Believer, in. that Furniture with which Chritſ 


adorns Him, familiarly, though with Reverence, 
loves, ſpeaks'to, and rejoiceth in Him, as one that 
. now enjoys his Perſon; and lives,” moves, breathe 
and acts in- the Perſon of Chriſt, by Way of myſ- 
tical Union and Participation of his Grace, Gal, 
lg JO #5315 rhe. 5: þ ERS. oy 
-» All which Workings in the Soul towards, about, 
ard upon Chriſt, are in Scripture comprehenſively 
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of SALVATION. "G3 


by Included in the Word Fa:th, and they are called the 


1 uits of Paith, or the various and mujtiplied Ope- 


be: rations of the Soul, yielding itfclf to God in Chriſt, 


5 wrought thereto by the Spirit of Jeſus Chriſt thro? 


<3 3* a4 A AW» 4 = wy ww 
oO, BP g . WS EAC be 
K F ; EOS. POET pon, 
- 1, JC: DR. - SOUS; A a een 


WF -Strength and Underſtanding: As 


Wh: Goſpc!; for what elie is Faith, but an Owning 
of clus Chriit, in the Manifeltation and fecret 


Owning wherewith Chriit owns a Sinner, by his 
Snirit, to pity, love, and fave him? Vhat is Fath 
elſ:, but the d;ge/trve Faculty of the new Man, by 


Ewhich it feeds on, and grows up into the Likeneſs 


of, Jeſus Chrilt, in the approprieting to itfelf what=- 
cver Chrilt is, or has done, as Mediator, for Sinners. 

So that Faith, inall the fore-mentioned Exerciſes 
of cloſing with Chriſt, gives Chriſt an Exiſtence in 
the Soul, by which He dwells in the Fleart*; that as 
the Godhead (Father, Scn, and Spirit) dwells in 


WW Chriſt, fo Chriſt dwells in the- Faith of his People, 
W by which they have Communion with Him, and by 


Him have acceſs to, and Communion with the Fa- 
ther, Son, and hoiy Spirit, even through the Ope-« 
1:tion cf the faine Cirit of the Father and of tae 
gon. at G 
All the Operations of the Spirit of Chriſt, in his 
IFill efteQting this Chfure, are on his Part called 
Grece; and the enſwerable Power to receive, com- 
ply with, and jmprove it, by the ſame Spirit of, his, 
1s called Fai, - + CEN | ef ag: 
We are ſaid to be faved by Faith, as tits an active 
Power, wrought by the Spirit, for receiving and_ 


entertaining of Jeſus: Chriſt, that is to ſay, a Pro- 


erty in, 97 po/ſ-ffory Right to, fis Perſon, and thereb 
Fr fate YE a rH which _h hath wrou obe; 
2nd is therefore called a [Yorking of the Wark of 
G:a\; in Oppoſition ta atl Works of Nature, 
Mor: "ity, and Religion, monde. by.. Human 
Coals, which of 
H- 6 | themlelves 


* Fph, iii. 27, & John. vi. 296 


: 
z 
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themſelves are cold and heatleſs, and do not burn x: a 
all, are yet ſaid to burn, in that the Nature vf 
them is poſſeſſed, and, as it were, made active by 
the Element of Fire, to co-operate, to heat and 
burn, through the Principle and Spirit of Fire 
which has ſeized on them and brought them into a ll 
Concurrence; but the Element of Fire doth the 
whole Work. In like Manner, Chriſt doth the 
whole Work of a Chriſtian; . and yet is the Chrif- 
tian ſaid to filfil the Law, and to work Righteouſneſs, 
and 79 fave Himfelf*; which is throu h Union with 
Chriſt, in the recipient and active Faculty of be- 
lieving, wrought by his Spirit in the new Creature, 
Chett and a Bo. This mutual Cloſure between 
lirver's Cliſare a Believer and Chriſt is calle 
| "To by difterent Names in the SCTip- 
unfolded in t 
UIrES. 
It is, called Reconciliation& - foras 
_ much 4s the Enmity and Contrariety 
of ſinful 'and averſe Nature on Man's 
Part, and the Diſtance and Contrariety of the Na- 
ture of God are hereby removed, in that the Love 
of God is hereby ſhed abroad into the Heart, chang- 
ing and cleawing it, and filling it with the Seeds of 
Purity and T ruth, after his Own Image, which 
He looks vpon as very goed||. 
It is alſo called Regeneration +, for 
as much as every defiling TinEture of 
the natural Birth is removed, and the 
Soul brought ſorth from the corrupt Line of the 
firſt Zdanis Guilt, into the Lineage of the ſecond 
Adam, freed from the Guil: and Puniſkment of all 
natural Corruption, and ſpirited with the pure Life 
oe God, to the Exerciſe.of Holineſs in the inward 
an, 


= Reconiili- 
__ atign, 


Regenera- 
{19n, 


Hence 
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* Pom, viii. 4, Heb. xi, 33. 1 Tim. iv. 16, 
= 6:Cors Vs 48,149, | Gene 1; 27, gn F-Tit, 1115-08 


; of SALVATION. 8; 
; | Hence it is ſaid, JY/hoſcever is born of G1d ſnn2th 


WE; + The Perſon of every B:liever bears the Image 
WH the two Adams, as two Twins in on? Womb; 
Wc Lmage of the fr/? Adam is wholly finfitl, as Adam 
W-2; but the Image of the ſecond Adam, (diſtinctly 
Wonſidered) is wholly righteous, as Chriſt is. SH And 
Wc two Natures being in one Perſon, the fir? be- 
Wo ſpoiled of its Reign and Sovereignty, and be- 
Wome vaſlal and condemned, as dead in Law; the 
W-::4 bears chief Rule, and receives the Denomina- 
Son of the Perſon, and alſo of the Actions of the 
WEmc Perſon, proceeding from the renewed, living, 
Wd more noble Part. With regard unto "This is 
Wc Lord faid to ſee no [niguity in Facrb); that is, He 
WWScth it not ſo, as to be enraged againſt the 
F-r/: of any true [/aelite; becauſe He beholds it 
WD rough a proprtratory Sacrifice, and not in its naked, 
:4:n:!ng Strength and Guilt. 

BS It is alſo called @ mew Creature, 
WS 7179 Creation+; in that free Love, 
Working through Chriſt, from the 
Wcrnal Purpoſe of God's Good-will, brings forth 
Df no pre-exiſting Matter) a perfect Righteouſneſs, 
pot of the Works of. the Law, but of pure Grace 
Bd Gift) through Union with the Mediator, God 
9d Man; and the Spirit moving thereupon, 
WW ickens the Soul from the Death of Nature and 
IH 5 to the Life of Grace and Holineſs. 
= |t is likewiſe called Adoption}; for- ,,... 
Wnuch as the everlaſting F ather beget- Adrption. 
BP; in Himſelf the eternal Son, and furniſhing Him 
EP [imc) with the Nature of Man, and having com- 
RS loned Him by Decree and Scal to be Mediator, 
Wve him the ele&t Remnant of Mankind; whoſe 
Er ſons, Caſc and Condition the Mediator took 
to his own Body by a ſecret Union, that whatſo- 
'$ _ ever . 


A new Crea= 
ton, 


==: John y, 18. & 2 Cor. v. 21. Rom. viii. 4. 


WE Num, xxiii. 21, + 2 Cor, v. 17. } Eph. i. 5» 
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ever was to have been done and ſuffered by Him « Ml 
their Behalf; which Union of theirs with the ol; Ml 
begotten Hon of Grod, through the Spirit, makes then 
alſo Sons in Him, of the fame Father, by vl 
own opurit they have Acceſs to God, and may aa 
ought to call Him Abla, Father, as He doth; and 
_ arc Heirs and Co-heirs with Him of the ſame Glory, 
accarding to their Meaſure, Rom. viii. 14. 17; 
The Perſon that is thus owned and 


Crit? received by Jeſus Chriſt, and, by the 
Joe Virtue of his Spirit, owns and ſurrey. 


cers up to Him apain, 1s called a Chri/7ian, "hy 
Pe IC TIRES And in that his Life doth now Wl 
Boliroer 2 ſubfift in the Lite of Cariit, thou 
| : this Cloſure, (as the natural Body 
lives by Conjunction with th2 natural Soul) ſuch 
Perſon is called a Believer. And all his New-lif 
Actions proceeding from this Faith,, Reliance on, 
and Clolmg with Chriſt, are called the Works df 
Faith, which are no other than thz Wor'is anl 
© Operation of the Spirit of Chriſt, acting in the 
voul and Body of that Perſon, who is taken in 
this myſterious Union and Tranſlatioa. | 
Faith managing And as there was perpetuil 
gachrt War between the Houte of Dal 
ts War. and the Houſe of Saz!, until Ds 
vid was eſtabliſhed in the 'I'hrone; even fo 1t 1s bs 
tween the Spirit and Life of Chriſt in the Sou], ani 
| the Life of Sin, which, through the Defilementd 
the firſt Adam, dwells in our Fleſh, which keep 
the Perſon of a BeHever in continval Exerciſe, bein} 
as the Scat of War, (Michael and his Angels ht 
ing with the Dragon and his Angels) in whicl ou 
{trives to defend, and keep it's Poſſteſkon ; but tit 
the Spirit of Chriſt in this Cloſure with the Heart 
as a Giant, refreſhed in his own Almighty Powe; 


encounters the ſtrong Man, gatan and his 5Y 
| - 


of SALVATION. 87 


Which had firit poſſeſſed the Heart, ever ſince the 
E711! of our firſt Parents. ' ; 
WW 1n this Encounter, the Spirit of Chriſt, having 
Wind the Heart by a Meaſure of renewing in 
rs every Part, maintains and fortifies it, and encreaſetn 
Wit, by Union with Himſelf; and comes forth in the 
WE xcccile and Improvement of that Union, by his 
Power working therein mightily, to deſtroy the 
BEBody of Sin and Oppoſlition*; which 1s therefore 
called the Fight of FaithS; being no other than the 
WStciving of the Spirit of Jeſus Chriſt, in his own 
BScncwed Intereſt which He has got in the Heart, 
Wnaking it active to. concur with him through his 
WS pirit afting and moving therein; as the Spirit of 
Wthe living Creatures is ſaid to move in the W heels||. 
And this active, renewed Intereſt, being the Secd = 
Bf God, and ſpirited with his Life 2nd Power, 
Wnakes War with the remaining Sced of the Ser- 
Wpcnt, and is reſtleſs, till the Body of in-awelling 
WD in be deſtroyed, waſted and worn out, Which 
BE ictory is fully perfected at the Diſſolution of the 
Body from the Soul, Then are the Wages paid 
WD, and Sin fully diſcharged to the Believer, Koz. 
F This Combat is managed on Faith's Part, by 4i/- 
= 2g and di{crediting the Nature of Sin, ind ſub- 
ng the Donunion and Strength thereof. | 
= 1 he D:/covery of Sin is wrought 
ey Union with Chriſt, who is he 
Wt; which ſets up (as it were) oy, 
Wy Centinel at every Corner of the Heart, and is as 
= Lamp in the dark Places thereof, exerciſing itſelf 
=) 2 renewed Confeience, Conſcience meerly natural 
z ears a forced Teſtimony againft Sin in the Heart, 
'd is no other than the accuſing Power of God in. 
Tx | '; his 
Eph. iv. 16. i. 19, 20, Col. i. 29. { 2 Tims 


| 2V. 7. || Ezek. i. 20. Þ+ 4 Cor. xv. 44 55: 50s 
57+ } John iu, 216 yh | 
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his moſt righteous Law, (eitier remaining mare 
darkly in the Nature of ail Men, ſince Sin entre 


in upon them, at the firſt falling away from Ge 


In Paradiſe*; or more clearly manifeſted by the 


written Law, teſtifying, according to the mc 
rizhteous and holy Nature of it, againit all Un- 
righteouſneſs and Unholineſs of MenyJ)which gen- 
dreth- unto Terror, through the Repugnancy of 
that corrupt Inclination in Man's Nature ; which 


Corruption (to defend itſelf) either hides from 
Conſcience, and covers itſelf under Ignorance, ſen- 


ſual Satisfactions, remiſs, careleſs Inadvertency to 
tne Voice of Conſcience ; or violently compclleth 
Conſcience to ſpeak beſide its own true Bent, or 
miſ-interpreteth the Language thereof, or otherwiſe 


ſtands up in a refoived, peremptory Oppoſition 


thereunto; which ſometimes (by the righteous 


Judgement of God)' renders Conſcience ſpeechleſs, 


that ſo the Corruption and Wickedneſs of the Heart 
may, with 2 boundleſs Security and Heart-feared- 
net (and like the People of Lai/h, without Shame|} 
commit Sin with Greedineſs and wanton Dclight?, 
But whcn Chriſt enters upon the Heart, He ſets 
Conſcience at Liberty, removes it's Fetters, and 
cauſeth 1t to lift up it's Voice like a Trumpet; and 


- withal makes it to cloſe in with that Seed of the 


new Birth and juſtifying Intereſt in his own Blood, 
which He has ſown in the Heart, and thereby foun- 


 deda perpetual Antipathy againlit Sin : So that Con- 


ſcience, being ſuccoured by this renewed Intereſt of 
Jeſus Chriſt, in the Heart, doth, with Approbation, 
pry into the whole Soul, and preſents the holy Na- 
ture of God there, and his righteous Law, charg- 
ing and accuſing Sin in it's whole Extent, and in 
the Apegravation of all Circumſtances ; with which 


: # 


the 


* Rom, ii 14, 15. & Rom, 1, 18, ||Judges xv1il. 7: 
+ Eph. iv. 19, 
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Wc renewed Heart willingly concurs, and fo haſten- 
Wh away to the Mercy-ſeat. And thus the mutual] 
loſing between Chriit and the Soul tends much to 
W:/cver Sin, and ſtrip it of it's former Defences. 
WW he ſame Conviction is now become a Friend, that 
W235 before an Enemy ; and this renewed Intereſt in 
Wc Soul anſwers the Conviction of Conſcience, (as 
W-z-b2/s Eunuchs did to the Command of Fehu* ) 
With preſent Execution ; and cries out, $89 let thy 
WE nemes pry © Lord. Ls | 
= 74th likewiſe appears, in the Vir- -F_ ©: * 
W.. £4 this Cloſure with Chriſt, to 7”, 4/credite 
B/iredir Sin; for herein the crucified 
Body of Jeſus Chriſt diſplays the venemous Nature 
Br Sin; and bythe Unſpottedneſs of his Nature, (ſhed 
broad in the Heart, in the Power of convincing 
Biht) through the matchleſs Perfection thereof, 


EEuſcth the Shame and Nakedneſs of Sin to appear 
Wmonſtrating its Deceit, falſe Promiſes, unfatis= 
Wing Content, and mercileſs Embracements. So 
Wat Sin (upon this D:/covery and Dzſcredit which 
Wc paſt upon it) doth occafionally drive the Soul. 
We tnc City of Refuge, viz. free Juſtification by the 
Wood of Chriſt, which refle&s back upon the Heart 
W'th impartial Examination, and ſharp Remorſe, 
Wd draws forth Sin to be crucified on Chriſt's Croſs 
W the ſame Poſture, (without leſſening or conceal- 
W2 thereof) in which it ſtood, while it was work- 
B2 Rebellion againſt the Lord; -which Operation of 
2 New Man, in the mutual Cloſure betwixt Chriſt 
| 4 1 Soul, is called Repentance unto Life. 
aith yet goes further, in ſubduin "org 
Prover of Sin. Sin oof x in the 47 ſubduing 
bit and defiling Nature of it. The 
þ-/t is removed, in that Chriſt, in this Cloſure, 
the Heart know He hath owned it's Guilt, In 


the 


ing Sn, 


| Sen. | 


Þ Kings ix, 92, 33s | 


go — — A Praffical Diſcourſe © 


the, fame Day in which He performed the Office « 
a Kinſman, in taking our Nature and bearing ou Wi 
Sins, He inherited alſo th Guilt of our Perſons, WW 
(as was reſembled in the Law concerning Redemy. Wi 
tion. of Inheritances, Ruth iv. 5.) So that, in this i 
 cloling with Chriſt, the Guilt paileth away from the iſ 
Perſon cloſing with Chriſt, who freed himfc}f agzin Wi 
from the ſame, by an finite Satisfaction, offerinz E26 
up Himſelt through the eternal Spirit and Power of 
his Godhead*, And the Heart, being quickenelſ 
by this Cloſure, puts to it's Seal, and in the Powe Wi 
of that Cloſure triumpheth over all Srts of Guil, ; 
becauſe it-is Chr? that died, and Gd that juſtificth, 
. Hence likewiſe arifeth th2 Power to wear out th:WA 
Defilement of Sin, in that the Underſtanding is fu 
A 
k 
I 


niſhed with Raſon again{t ic; how fall I, whom | 
dead to Sin with Chrilt, lroe any longer therein* £ Whianl 
Juſt and truz Reaſoning, be:ng carried ON and Is JE 


powered by the Virtue of the Death of Chrift, («i 


cretly wrought by the Spirit of Union with Carill £ 
crucifieth Sin Day by Day; and, through the In 
provement of one Conviddion after another, bringhll 
the Soul to loathe and be fick of ſinful ſelf; av 
through an inward Virtue of the Reſurrection Ml 
Chriſt, it riſeth up from the enflaving Power of 18 
and ſeeks the Thingsabove: For, at the ſame Inn 
that Chriſt's human INature was looſed from tl 


Bonds of Death, allth? Redeemed virtually enteral 
into their, Freedom and Dominion over Sin; wil 
Privilege of Grace is more and more brought to 
Conſcience, Heart, and Lite of the Elect, by "ll 
Conveyance of the Power of the Spirit of (ol, 
the Revelation of their Intereſt in Chriit riſen fra 
| the Dead; and by. Faith and willing Clofure wh 
Him, (which is called a 4arriage t1 £m) they" 
forth, Fruit unto God. And thus they paſs, thru 
fortification, into the Operations of a new . 


# Heb, Fx. 14, Ks 1 & Rom, v1, 2. 3. 8. | 1 Feter 19! 
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Wo that Sin, being thus diſcovered, diſcredited and ſo 
War /ubducd, lies ready to expire, and take it's Leave, 
A nd what a Salvation is this which God has wrought: 
Ss: Himſelf for Sinners after ſuch a Rate! - ” 
= And yet, alas !' how apt am T to carnalize 'this 
BWV ork of Faith, and make it a Work of my own. 
WT o work by not working, and yet herein to work, 
WH:crc licth the Difficulty; bere lies true Self-denialt. A 
BW ork wrought without me, yet wrought upon me, 
Wnd working me into the Activity of the Spirit of my 
Redeemer, by the Operation thereof; fo that what 
$#Hc doth, I am faid to do, and enabled to do, fingly 
End ſimply in the quickning Intereſt of his Life and 
BP ower, working and cauſing me to work therein the 
AV orks of God: Neither Men nor Angels can re- 
Bcal this. So that a Believer may cry out, / am 
BB vonderfully and fearfully made*, But that Counſel, 
What contrived the new Creature and curiouſly 
Wrought it in the Secrets of his own Purpoſe, is able 
Wo reveal it. ho knoweth the Things of God, but the 
Sit f Cod, and he to whom the Spirit doth detlare 
/$' Oh that T might beled powerfully into this 
Enquiry, and changed” into the 'Stamp' of ſuch'a, 
Brinflating Life and Power, by the Spirit ofthe Lord! 
= tis called a Transformation, through the renews 
of the Ming. Theold unrenewed Mind draws 
WE! it's Arguments and Reafoning from 'Fhings 
cow, that are among Men, and conformed to the 
es :inciples of human Ability, Capacity, or Reaſon; 
WDut this Transformation in the br nh Mind draws 
it's Arguments from'the Deſign of new-Cove- 
WP ant-gracet; and from the Ability, Capacity and 
W+c2/0n of the Spirit, - and Power of Jefus Chriſt, 
ho has married away the Soul from it's own In- 
We c<ft, into the rightful Intereſt and active Method 
ff the Spirit of his Croſs, Reſurre&ion/and Life ; 
ind ſuffers no Conclufions to. be made but from 
We Plalm cxxxix. 24. & 1 Cor, ii, 10, 12, |] Rom, 
= 2 7-25; xxxVL BB 276 1 9 og rgy 
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theſe Premiſſes, and according to the Rules of ſuch 
Reaſoning, which | the Apoſtle direeth to, Rim, 
Vi. It. 

: Fhis Transformation by Faith, or Cloſure with 
Chriſt, is influentially argumentative. Through 
the Soul's beholding of the Glory of a God un 
whom it has an Intereſt, in the Perſon of a Media- 
tor, it is changed (in a Meaſure throughout) into 
tae. ſame Image, by his Spirit; and it's Under. 
ftanding argues in the Power and Facility of a re- 
newed Inſtint, accompanied with the breathing of 
the Spirit, ſuited to the Region of this Change, 
and ſo bears the Soul into the Viſion, Power and 
Truth of this m_epous new State, "OF 

"iP that my gracious God woul 
| The _ xa uide my Lye and my Heart a 

 Jor@ Jr TOO: little further into this Enquiry, 
_ not for Curioſity, but for renewing my dark Mind, 

and unmortified Will to a powerful Conformity to 
his revealed Will! Doubtleſs Faith hath a ftrange 

Paſture to feed in, and a wonderful Transforming- 

glaſs to behold it's Redemption through. | 

The infinite God humbles Himſelf into the low- 

eſt Form of Man's Nature *; and yet retains his 
infinite Being fill, which the Heaven of Heavens 
isnot able to contain. This is that Condeſcenſion 

' which the Angels pry into, and take it up by De- 

grees as they End it manifeſted to Men in the Mi 

niſtration of the. Goſpel, preached unto, and re- 
_ ceived by. them, through the Spirit h 

God comes down into the very Nature of al 
Mankind, in the Union of the ſingle Body of ]«- 

ſus Chriſt with the incomprehenſible Effence, in the 

Perſon of the Son ; The Word, which is. very Gt 
was made Fleſh ||, and God dwelleth in him +, and 

really, legally, and judicially tranſacteth oy wm 
uſine 


* Philip. ui. 6, 7, 8. Eph, iii. 16, || Job! b 
1, 14+ T Col. 11. 9* n | | 
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W..incſs of Redemption in that Body, as the deter - 
W.:1-1 and ficted 84.5/7:24te of every individual Per- 
E. of the Elect, and makes the Work profperouſly 
W.-ct on their Behalf, in the Perion of Cariit 
Wn at [2-tb/2hem, and wao ſuitered Death at Feru- 
E/-1;, and cole-again, crantmitting the Virtue: thereof 
Wy his Spiric through the Goſpel, in ſon: Meaſure 
WW, the Underſtanding and Conſcience of every one 
Eno Perſon He luttained, that their Faith and Hope 
WE, in God *; and that they might enjoy waat- 
Wc H- purchaſed as. their own Potlethon, "They 
We. /7r-d in his Stripes, ſatisfied Divine J uſtice-in his. 
BD. filfilied the Law to a Little in his perfect 
1.92 /5, are aſcended in bis Fitory, and are 
WS; 2nd Hrs of God, in the [/rtere{ they haye in 
Wis P:r/7:, through tnat human Nature of their ova 
Which H: aſſumed to Himſelf. Phis Plea has Faith 
Wo mice by Way of Anſwer 'to all the Powers of 
WD .knc|. God, in the ſecond Perſon, manageti 
WE! Min's Work in that human Nature, as-truly as 
WS He hal been only Man; He overcomes and com- 
F pletes Redemption tor th2m, as tully. as the; Per- 
Weetion of the Divine Eflence could do it, - Human” 
WIN ture did no way weaken Divine.Power, but' (as 
Wt were) capacitate'it for. Man's Cure, that God 
WHi2ht be jult, and yet the Juitifier of {inful Man. 
WE his real takinz of Man's Nature into perſonal 
WW non, and every etefted one, in_ the Intereft of | 
Wit Nature, into Union alfo, (which is called: y/ 

Uni) makes the Intinite Gold, who 4s a Spi- 
=, deliztht to uſe Man's Languaze of Himſelf, in 
Wy. Way. of Man; viz. to waſh, to ſup with them : 
nd alſo thoſe Expretions” of the Parts of Man's 
Pody, Arms, Hands, Mouth, Eyes, Face, and ' the 
Wike, fo frequently uſed inthe Scriptures, 'as"Evi- 
3 ences of the indiſſoluble Union between the Divine 
= and 


Ar WE ath | © YE «; [Fes 
1 Peter i. 21, [| 1 Peter iii, 21, 


_ —_ ——— _ 
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and human Nature, which in the Fulneſs of Time, * 
He aQuually aſſumed ; and which being aſſumed iny Mi 
the Perſon of the Son, every elected one is capacit. 


ted to receive the ſame Spirit of the Son, where) 


they cry Avba, Father, in the Intereſt they have, WW 
through Him and his Redemption, in his Father*; 
which is the very Inlet of that Cloſure betwixt (| 
Chriſt and his Members, that are redeemed, men. MW 


tioned before; in the Virtue of which Cloſure h 
the Spirit, Chriſt owns their Spirit, Soul and Bady 


_ to be his, and all their Actions and Sufferings up. i 


on his Account, to be his alſo. And they, as fa 


as they, by his Spirit, live in the Virtue of this 


Cloſure, a&t nothing but the Life of Chriſt Jeſus 
the Lord dwelling in them. Hence it 1s that fo of. 
ten Expreſſions to that Senſe are uſed by the Apoſtle 


Paul : I ſalute you in the Lordi ; my Ways which an 
in Chriſt+; my work in the Lord? ; this I ſay and ti-M 
eify inthe LordT ; Treiced in the Lord** ;, [ ſheak th 


Truth in ChriſiSS; and when ſpeaking of other; 


Every good Thing which is in you in Chriſt Feſus\\ ; 1+ Wi 


freſh my Bowels in the Lordt+, be ſtrong in the Lordtt, 
fland faſt im the Lord, be of the ſame Mind in th 
Lordy© ; and ſo in Reference to conjugal and other 
Relations; Neither is the Man without the JVman, 
nor the TVoman without the Man in the Lord*** , Thy 
Fife, 1f her Huſband be dead, ts at liberty to be mar- 
ried to whom She will, only in the Lord\$&. Chiltrn 
obey your Parents in the Lordij\|; Ye ſerve the Lid 
Chri/l+++ ſpeaking of the Obedience of Servants to 


| their Maſters; with many ſuch like Expreſſions, 


flowing 


* Gal. iv. 6. & 1 Cor. vi. 20, {| Rom. xvi. 22 
+ 1 Cor, iv. 17. Þþ 1 Cor. ix. 1. 4 Eph. iv. 17. 
** Philip. iv. 10. $& 1 Tim. it, 7. ||| Philem 
verſe. 6. ++ Philem, verſe 20, {| Eph. vi. 0% 
44 Phil, iv. 1, 2, *** 1 Cor. xi. 11. $$$ 1 Cob 


vil, 39. |||] Eph, vi. 1» TFF Col. 1, 24 
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owing from the Life of Faith in Chriſt, through 
Wc mutual Cloſure between Him and the Soul, act- 
nin and by the Rules of that Life of Chriſt tru- 
:- Oo T "i, ; . 
yy and really dwelling in them, and exerted by thoſe 
'Vords and Actions uſed in his Name, For this 
EL auſe the Apoſtle faith, the believing Corinthians 
Be nt their own®, but Chriſt's; as an Argument 
Scan defiling their Bodies, which are ſaid to be 
Embers of his Body. | | | 
BS From this Ground, Faith, astheactive Flame riſing 
Ep from the Warmth of this mutual Cloſure with 
WC hriſt, ſeizes and faſtens upon all the Promiſes in 
Wt he Scriptures, whether ab/olute or- conditional, If 
EBE&}/lutc, they are made in Chriſt, If conditional, the 
ESCondition ſes upon his Power to perform, and all 
Withe Privilege is theirs; becauſe the Promiſes are 
Whnade to Him, and He and they are one Spirit in this 
BEZCloſure and Marriage which He has made. His 
BgPcrſon, and fo all his Atchievements and Rewards 
Ware theirs; the Care of their Bodies, Lives, Eftates, 
EZCredit, Comfort of Relations, All lies upon Himz 
EZbeccauſe they are his, in whatever they are. Upon 
Ethis Ground, the Lord faith with his own Mouth, 
by the Prophet ; JYhofoever toucheth you, toucheth the 
e4fple of mine Eye: | And when the Saintswere perſe- 
Wzcuted, Chrift ſaid, He was perſecuted, Hence it 
Wis, that David ſaith, [ am thine, ſave me, Pl. cxix. 94. 
W But (methinks) while my Meditation is ſtepping 
We from one View of the Inheritance to another, 1 find 


bo {5 


W forget, that the Virtue of his Death goes along 
We With Him in all the Steps of his Work : Whereas 
4 _ 1 find 


, 4 + Cor, Vi. 19, 1 Cor. vi. 15. {| Zech. it, 8, 
= t Ads ix, $a ; S- | | 
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I find: that the ſame Apollle,, who ſaw Him: R - 


Vitton, cloathed -with Power, Splendor and Gly. 
ry*, ſaw Him alſo as a Lamb that was ſlain. The 
Virtue and Power of his Incarnation and Dea 


abides with Him, as the primitive Conſtitution, that 


cleared the Way, and fitted Him for the plorioy 
Atchievements of his Exaitation ; anſwerable unt 
which, the Spirit of the Goſpel works proſperouty, 


when it mortifies in quickening, when it deſtroy b- 


in ſaving, when it emptieth in filling, and pulleth 
down in building up. Though Chriſt may not, 
and cannot be brought again to the Grave ; (il 


dieth no more, Koz. vi. 9.) becauſe He hath made | | 


an End - Sin, by the Sacrifice of Himſelf, offered 


up once fox all, &ry perfected for ever them: that | ; 


are ſanchit d/ and ſet them apart, by the Merit 
thereof, 'from Condemnation, at the Bar of Divine 
Tuſticez in his own Perſon ; yet the applying Vir- 
tue of this, ;by Faith, ſtill remains vigorous, with 
the reſt of the Excellencies of his Mediatorſhip, 
to out-plead the:Guilt and Puniſhment of Sin, 2nd 


the, Fear thereof : from moleſting the Conſcience, | 


_ which otherwiſe is-:not able to give conſtant Ar 
| ſwers, and drive back, the: Darts of the evil One], 
'This, V irtue | of his Death is that, which doth zlfo 
bring forth in the Soul a ſelf-denying Liberty ; for 
the perfect Mediator, by his Spirit, doth make all 
Things new, according to the Image of his own 
Perſon ; in which reſpon, the Redecmed are called, 
not only Sons of God in Chriſt, as intereſted in 
his Perſon by the myſtical Union through the Spl- 


rit, but alſo Sons of Chriſt, in that the Image of i 


F Yo Mediator, in every Part of that Office, 


drawn, and (as it were) propagated into. the Soub 


of the Redeemed, through the inward Working 
- bi 


3 & Rev. 'N 13, 14, 15, 16, d Rev, V, 6, [| Heb, X, 
23 IX. 14. = | 


E] aried, riſen and glorified Saviour: And ſuch a Sal- 
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W.. 0 Spirit, which is the Spirit of a crucified, 


- 


WE... in ſuch a Saviowr doth'the Spirit, by _yey 
o 


- Mi powerful Faith, form inevery new Creature, 


nd to derive, in true Method, 


BS. 2 new Creature may. be thus deſcribed : 7 zs the 
WW; r:ue, of the Death and Reſurre&ion of Jeſus Chri/? 
TE bduins the Old Man, reſting in the Heart, and work- 
BS: i ts a lively Conformity to the Mediator, by recetu- 
Ss very Impreſſion of his Tmage, | | 

WS [nregard that the Senſe and Reliſh of theſe Work- 
Eng} between a mer and Thy Soul are not always 
We -oly diſcerned, 1t 1s of great Salvation in Chri/Ps 
Ec, (both for the Knowledge Perſon for aBe wa , 


1 nth 3 7 | . . 
- Go ternal Intereſt in him 
Dt one's EC >  erigimally. 


WT rice and Strength to help in time &f Need) to 
WEonſider well, that the Happineſs and*Safety of a 
BE hriſtian do not originally lie in'the Exerciſe of 
WT aith, or any other Grace; but in * God himiclf, 
WSbliced by Ganant, confirmed in Jetus Chriſt. 
WS that when Faith fails, He fails not" he cannot d:- 
BS :::/elf *, He himſelf being the Portion of his 
WT cople, feeds Faith with Strength and Diſcoveries 
Wbercof. And in regard that the actual Cloling be- 
Wvixt Chriſt and the Soul comes down from that 


WE ovenant which God made with Chriſt, and; in 


Bin, with his Members; and continues everlaſtingly, 
WD) it's Relation to that Covenant, as the Root 
Which God has given himſelf to his People, and 
W"gazcd to perfect whatever concerns them : "There- 
Were the Soul is, at the firſt View, to look upon 
Bod, as he has manifeſted himſelf in Chriſt, and 
Wy Faith rely upon him as freely, as he did freely 
ter into Covenant. He looked upon Man in all _ 
W's Miſery, and made a Covenant with him in the 
x | | Mediator, 


T2 Tim, ils 13s | 
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Mediator, Our Work is alfo to look upon tin Wi 
aflenting to, and claiming Intereſt in that Coy 
nant, | | 3 
When God, by his Spirit, doth cloſe with vi 
_ Soulin Jeſus Chriſt, andrefreſheth it in that Chany Wl 
he doth not allow that Soul to feed (ſenfually, i 
were) on that Refreſhment, but on 41m ; beta 
whom and the Soul Chriſt ratificd a Covenant 
his Death, &c. So that every particle of ſuch Ri 
freſhment lies properly in this, that a voluntaril.\ 
covenanted God doth, in ſuch or ſuch Mani. 
tions, declare Himſelf; and not in the Manifc. 
tions themſelves, {ingly confidercd. 
And in regard that God doth now declare a (6 
_ venant-Reconciliation to ' every Cie 
offered 25 ure that IS Under Heaven *, no Pe: 
he. fon, in that viſible Diſpenſation, is 
Pg * cluded; but All have an equal Rigk 
and Nearnefſs to that Reconciliation, in the out 
- ward Call: And no Perſon is allowed to think 
that any other has now a more native Privilex 
than himſelf thereto, or one a more ealy Way to 
tain it than another. Tt is a holding out of Gra: 
to M-n altogether ſinful, and equally miicrablz 
and fo it cenfiders them, Rom. iii, from the 10t 
to the 20th ver. The Ground for Encourzgemet 
to lay hold upon the Offer, is one and the {cet 
every living human Creature, which is, the decle 
red Willingneſs of God, in the Engagement « 
his whole Effence, to fave Sinners, x Tam. . vii 
Exzek., xXxiii. XI. And thus Jeſus Chriſt is fct ol 
as a Propitiation f.r the Sins. of every Man in 
World &. So far as the Word of the Golpt 
reacheth in the declaring of it, and all the Pri 
leges of the Covenant of Grace, relating to ti 
Life, and ti! at to come. And it is proclaint 


equally to a 1, upon the bare Invitation to bclien 
t 


Salvaticn, 


Y 


* Col, i, 23. &$ 1 John ii. 2, 
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WW. ind receive it. So'that the Reaſon why one 
S1;-ves and receives; and another doth not, ariſeth 
Wot from any Difference at all in the Invitation it- 
$f; but Faith being the Gift of God, * hegi- 
Wh it to whomſoever he willy: And doth thereby 
£3 ecretly diſtinguiſh between the Purpoſe of his Elec - 
ES: on, and his final Rejection. or Deſertion ; and be- 
BS .cen the intentional and decreed. V irtue of Chriſt's 
BS) to ſome, and. the manifeſted Exhibition, and 
WS:tting forth of the ſame only, in the publick Offer 
BS the Goſpel, to others: The Diſcovery where- 
FE 3; (eſpecially on the Refuſer's Part) is reſery*d till 
the Day of the Declaration of the righteous Judg- 
ESncnt of God. | _ 
BS The Thought of God's ſecret Decree ought to 
BS: {o far from diſcouraging any, that it ſhould ra- 
Wth:r put'the Soul upon a diligent attending to the 
Wnvitation of the Covenant of Grace and in fo do- » 
Eng, that Soul ſhall, without Fail, find the Promiſe 
#7: vi. 37. made good; and his Ele made ſure, / 
= P::. 1. 10. | | & 
BY All that are ſaved, are ſaved by laying hold on 
Withe revealed Will of Grod ||, Revealed Thinzs belong 
Wo 3 +; and they lie with the ſame open Indulzence 
to All, where the Goſpel comes; They are not 
WEſiraitned in themſelves, or in the Diſp2nlers of them. 
fever will, It him come and take the Water of 
RL: freely f ; one as well as another F. | 
WB { have now Reaſon to bewail the fooliſh Nigp- | 
Weardlineſs of my own Heart, and the Shyneſs that 
Wes in me, from the abounding .Freencſs that is in 
Wc Olters and Invitations of Grace and Reconcili- 
WEtion, The Good will of the Lord ſhines forth to 
With whole World ; and, did not the Hearts of Mun 
a 17 Bs hide 


* Atts xvii. go. 6 Eph. xi. S. | Eph. iu. 5, 6. 


F Deut, xxix, 29, 7 2 Cor, Vi. 11. 12, TReve 
XXl's 17, | | Le 
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hide themſelves under a wilful Unbelief, and wit. 


drawing from it, 1t would neceflarily ſhine into then: Þ-7 
Which ariſcth partly, from a Root of Jl mM 


and partly, from the Deluſion of Satan, who Lin. 
 eth the Eyes of the Mind, that the Light of the glwinW 
Goſpel of Tl Chrift ſhould not-ſhine into thr Heart: i 
Hence it is, that the Prophet calls forth, 1a, 
xlii. 18. Hear, ye Deaf, and Look ye Blind: and gin 


Iſaiah, xlii. 8. Bring forth the Blind, which 
Eyes, and . the Deaf that have Ears: As ſpeaking vt 
Perſons who hide, and withdraw themſelves iy 
Holes, although the revealed Pleaſure of the Loi 
(for his Righteouſneſs and Covenant-ſake) is ME 


make the Law of his Grace great and large, ani 
himſelt herein glorious ; as the 19, 20, 21, 22M 
ver. fcem to import. And the great Miſery of Nia 
lies, not in any Difference or Inequality in th 
Tender of Grace to one more than another, wherif 
1t is tenored, but in refufrag || ; rejecting +, negietlingh 
deſyifing @, and withdrawing from 1t**, And where i 
as finful Man has J/ to Evil, and to reſiit Good), Mp 
and no. Will to Good |||; [fer his very Mind ml 
" Conſcience 15 defiled ++) TI his arifeth, not from an 
Pefeqt in the Diſpenſation of Grace, but fron 
that Captivity to Satan, in which they are he!d31.i 
| Neither is the Freedom of the Diſpenſation of Grac 
held forth to the World, any more hindred thei 
by, than the Sun is hindred from ſhining, by tl 
Defe& of Sight in a blind Man. Neither ab 
can the outward Diſpenſation of Grace any mt 


_ change the Heart, than the Sun can open tl:}M 
Eyes of the Blind, without the inward working «A 


_ the Spirit, which 45th where it lifteth, T1 Neithe | 


cou ; 


* Pſulm, lxxxi, 11, & 2 Cor, iv. 4. -|| Acts 
57, Iaiah i. 20, Jer. ix, 6. F Ads x1.4 
fer. vi. 19. j} Heb. it. 3. 'T Rom. 1. 4: 7 
Heb. x. 39. $$ Jer. xliv. 16, 17, {||| 1 Corb 
+4, ++ Tit, 1.5. -.77& Tam 41-26, 11.1 
Xl, 241, Johnuu, 8, | 
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WY. .1 the opened Eye, and greateſt ConviQtions be 


f any Uſe, if therewere not a Diſpenſation of new- 
EE ovenant-mercy beld forth to all Men, as the Sun 
EE ich ſhines in the Firmament of the Goſpel. $0 
St, That which makes an abſolute Soul-cure 
WE the ſecret working of the Spirit, giving Convic- 
Son and Change to the whole Soul, and inclining 
Wt to hear and fee the Good-will of the Lord, pro- 
EF iimed in the Goſpel; which 1s carried (as it were) 
Bn the Midit of Heaven, and enlightens the Day of 
ES$.lvation, with the Excellency of free Acceptance 
Eo All Comers. | | | 
EY Hereby the great Hinderance, through Doubt 
End Fear of not Acceptance, is removed : For the 
Erhole Light, and the Air (as it were) of the Day 
Df Grace, which, ſince Chriſt aſcended, ſhines 
WForth to all People *, is Acceptation of returning 
WSinners, It is a Day formed by the Lord for that 
cry Purpoſe $; a Day of remarkable Wonder +; 
Wcompared with 1 Pet. 11. 4. 7, whichis the very ground 


Wo the Apoſtles exhortation, To-day, if you will hear his 
BY ice, harden not your Hearts. From the Womb of this 
Ee Day, which has viſited the Earth, is the Spirit ſent 
Egorth, in the Ordinances and Goſpel-means, to ga- 
Wither theelect Seed, as a Dew from the Lord ; and to 
Egnake them effectually to ſee, what is the Fellowſhip of 
this Myſtery of Good-will to Men, and the un- 
Egcarchable Riches of Chriſt, which hang over their 
WgHcads therein **, And thus doth the Spirit, by 
WConvictions, and a ſecret drawing Virtue, ſend 
Wg2way the penitent Sinner, by Faith, to Jeſus Chrift, 
upon the Account of the free 'I ender which he 
makes of himſelf, in the Diſpenſation of the Cove- 
Wnant of Grace, which he confirmed in his Blood, 


L.:3 | _ and 


* Rey, xiv. 6, & 2 Cor. vi. 2. + Pſalm cexviii, 
22, .23, "24. Heb, it. 13514, 15- ** Ephel, 
TT: | FT « 0. 433-0 h 
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and cauſed it to be held forth and preached to every 
Creature, | EH 


 TheSoul yet thirfts, Fain would my Soul fend 


forth a few Meditation 
. and enquires. Meditations mor 


ſome cheering Liquor, as a Witneſs of the Fruit- 
fulneſs of this good and delizhtful Country ; where 


the Myſtery of Truth, Pardon and Life doth in. [ 


| habit to that End. 

You My next Enquiry is, to know 
OSS what is the Obje@ of the Eye of Faith 
J** in this general Diſpenſation ot (race; 
and how to exerciſe the levelling of my Eye thereto, 
The main Tendency cf Faith is to God himſelf 
manifeſted in the F leſh, united to Man's Nature, 
and therein doing the whole Work of Redemption, 
- This Humaniſing (as it were) of the Deity was 
exerted, and put forth, in conſtituting the Son, to 
be the Son of Man ; whoſe Conſtitution made him 

agreeable to his Name, Emmanuel, God with us. 
Iz his Perſon all mediating Work 1s wrought, by 
taking up in himſelf the Cauſe of Diſtance, wi, 
the Sin of Man, and Wrath of God ; and the En- 
 wity on Man's Part, and the Irreconcileableneſs on 
God's Part thereby ; for diſcharging of which, he 
is made a Hirb-Prieft, and fo he procures it, and 
waintains it, in the Power of @ King; and reveals 
it as a Prophet : All which Offices he was anointed 
to, and qualified for, in his own Perſon. And, by 
Reaſon of that effential Union with the Godhead 
in which he ſtc=d, the Father delights in and owns 
him as Son of Man; and doth every Way ſuit witi 
him, 2s the Father of ſuch a Son, who is both God 
and Man. The Spirit too, which proceedeth from 
the Father and the Son, doth (through the ſame 
Union of the Divine Eſſence) alſo ſuit with him, 
and operate by and through him, as the on of 
p In 


to ſpy out this good Land; and iſ 
oh! Jet them not return without ſome Grapes, I 


- . "= 
«4 _ 
4 - y Ge .. 
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W.. who is both God and Man in one Perſon. 
W-:cc ariſeth the Perfetion and abſolute Compleat- 
BE; of the Mediatorihip; / am not alone, (laith 
[ hriſt) but 1 and the Father that ſent me * : And the 

bp 4 rforting Spirit ſhall receive of mine, and fhal! fhew 

W nt your John xvi. 14. For the Fulr. fs of the 

E. Jhead dwelleth inhim, bodily N. and jointly carries 

Wn the Work of Mediatorſhip ; waich was perſon- 

a; undertaken, by the eternal Son, who 1s made 
BEE 94: And this fatishes the Requeſt which 
i Phil: made, Shew wus the Father, - Haſt thou not jeerx 
>? faith Chrift, Ze that hath {cen me, (viz, by 
hc Ey: of Faith, as I really am and ought to be 
Edooked upon) hath ſeen the Father |, Every Action 
2nd Revelation of himſelf is the Revelation of the 
EF ather, Son and Spirit, in the diſtinguiſhable work 
Eng of each Perſon, and yet united in the ſame God, 
2/7 worketh all in all +. Chriit ſuffered as the Son 
of ſuch a Father; and the Father (in this Deſign 
df Mediatorſhip) was clothed with a true fatherly 
ERclation to the incarnate, ſuffering Son ; and the 
WEternal Spirit, which proceedeth from the Father 
End the Son, did put forth his Almighty eflential 
EZV irtue, in the offering up of the Body of Chriſt 
upon the Croſs : Which Union of Father, Son and 
EDpirit, in God our Saviour |, appears in John xvil. 
B21. and Heb. ix. 14. taken together. So that all 
Withe Perſons, in the ſaving of Man, do (as it were) 
Econcenter, and work together in the. Perſon of the 
Bcdiator, "The Will of the Father, John iv. 34. 
1 he Mercy of the Son, Heb, iv. 12. 14. And the 
Bower of the Spirit, Heb. ix. 14. and Rom. i. 4. 
BAI which being One in the Divine Effence of God, 
Wancet together in the Perſon of the Son, who is, ac- 
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and caufed it to be held forth and preached to every 
- Creature. : So Logs » 
ain would my Soul ſend 
The Col et therfers forth a few Medications more, 
an Ogeiret to ſpy out this good Land; and 
oh | let them not return without ſome Grapes, 
ſome cheering Liquor, as a Witneſs of the Fruit- 
fulneſs of this good and delizhtful Country ; where 
the Myſtery of Truth; Pardon and Life doth in- 
habit to that er” | | | 
"6 Viy next Enquiry 1s, to know 
gens what is the Objed? of the Eye of Fai 
2 © in this general Diſpenſation of Grace; 
and how to exerciſe the levelling of my Eye thereto, 
'The main Tendency cf Faith is to God himſelf 
manifeſted in the F Iſh, united to Man's Nature, 
and therein doing the whole Work of Redemption, 
- This Humaniſing (as it were) of the Deity was 
exerted, and put forth, 'in conſtituting the Son, to 
be the Son of Man ; whoſe Conſtitution made him 
agreeable to his Name, Emmanuel, God with us. 
[ his Perſen all mediating Work is wrought, by 
taking up in himſelf the Cauſe of Diſtance, wiz. 
the Sin of Man, and Wrath of God; and the En- 
wity on Man's Part, and the Irreconcileableneſs on 
God's Part thereby ; for diſcharging of which, he 
is made a H:irb-Prieft, and fo he procures it, and 
maintains it, in the Power of a King; and reveals 
it as a Prophet : All which Offices he was anointed 
to, and qualifed for, in his own Perſon. And, by 
Reaſon of that efſential Union with the Godhead 
in which he ſtc<d, the Father delights in and owns 
him as Son of Man ; and doth every Way fuit witi 
him, 2s the Father of ſuch a Son, who is both God 
and Man. The Spirit too, which proceedeth from 
the Father and the Son, doth (through the ſame 
Union of the Divine Eſſence) alſo ſuit with him, 
and operate by and through him, as the Spirit of 
Im 
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EE -ncc ariſcth the Perfetionand abſolute Compleat- 
ES... of the Mediatorihip,; / am not alone, (faith 
| : hriſt) but I and the Father that fent me * : nd the 
Wmforting Spirit ſhall recetve of mine, and ſhall ſpew 
ES it your John XVi. I4. Hor the Fuli::ſs of the 
1 E:dhead duwelleth in him, bodily N: and Jointly carries 
Wd the Work of Mediatorſhip ; waich was perſon- 
Ely undertaken by the eternal Son, who 1s made. 
BT mat:el. And this fatishes the Requeſt which 
EP); made, Shaw us the Father, © Haſt thou not ſeen 
Ei? faith Chriſt, He that hath {cen me, (viz, by 
Withe Eye of Faith, as I really am and ought to be 
© Jooked upon) hath feen the Father ||. Every Action 
End Revelation of himſelf is the Revelation of the 
EFather, Son and Spirit, in the diſtinguiſhable work 

ang of each Perſon, and yet united in the ſame God, 

$117 worketh all in all + Chriſt ſuffered as the Son 

Eoof ſuch a Father; and the Father (in this Deſign 
| Lf Mediatorſhip) was clothed with a true fatherly 
ERclation' to the incarnate, ſuffering Son ; and the 
Eternal Spirit, which proceedeth from the Father 
and the Son, did put forth his Almighty eflential 
Þ Virtue, in the offering up of the Body of Chriſt 
upon the Crofs : Which Union of Father, Son and 
Epirit, in God our Saviour |, appears in Fohn xvii. 
21. and Heb. ix. 14. taken together. So that all 
Wl the Perſons, in the ſaving of Man, do (as it were) 
= concenter, and work together in the. Perſon of the 
= Micdiator, The Will of the Father, 7ehbn iv. 34. 
$ L The Mercy of the Son, "__ iv. 123. 14. And the 
: [Power of the Spirit, Heb. 14. and Rom. 1. 4. 
I All which being One in the Divine Eſſence of God, 
= meet together in the Perſon of the Son, who is, ac- 
9 I 4 ___ cording 
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a rding to the eternal Decree, God and Man, WW 
through his Union with and in the Godhead, ET: 

God thus manifeſted in the Fleſh, and, as F;. 
ther, Son, and Spirit, laying the Foundation 
Mediatorſhip in Jeſus Chriſt, the eternal Son, Gol 
and Man, doth alfo, in and with him, carrying it 
on, as a Father to, and Spirit of him, who is God. 
man. And for this Cauſe, the Goſpel is called 
 Wirdof Truth; not only in reſpe& of the Mztter 
of it, but of the legal Teſtimony that it rcceive; 
from theſe three Witnefles, as the Declaration of 
| the Counſe] of their own eflential Will and Pur. 
poſe. | 

And in regard that the Son of God, in the 
Name and Co-working of Father, Son and Spirit, 
undertook the Mediatorſhip by taking Man's Nx- 
ture, every mortal Perſon, that has the Nature of 
Man, ſtands alike near to him, in the Diſpenſa 
tion of the Goſpel-Call. It puts aide other Medi- 
 ators: The Angels are Spirits, and have not human 
Nature, in which to mediate for Man : Chriſt him- 
ſelf is nearer to us than they are; he is Man. The 
Spirits of jujt Men made perfeft cannot - mediate for 
us ; for though they are human, yet they want liv- 
ing Bodies : But Chriſt has-his human Body with 
him; and therefore js nearer to Men, who. are 
_ cloathed with Fleſh. Neither can one mortal Man 
mediate, as a Mediator betwixt God and Many; be- 
cauſe, though he have the human Nature in him, 
yet it is in him perſonally, and not repreſenting the 
whole Race of Man, as the pure nature of Chrilt, 
the ſecond Adam, doth : And beſides, mortal Man 
is but Man; but Chriſt is both Grod and Man, 
that he may lay his Hand on both Parties, God and 
Man, to reconcile them together, as they are recon- 
ciled in the Perſon of the Mediator *, Promiſes 
| | | cannot 
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bannct mediate; for Man has no Right to them, 
Wi through Chriſt firſt. Duties cannot mediate z 
Wbecauſc they are loathſome, without a foregoing 
Wintcreſt 3 in Chriſt, Graces cannot mediate, becauſe 
Wthey are Fruits of Reconciliation through the Me+ 
Wdiator; the Fruit cannot be the Cauſe of the Root 
from wherice they come. 
| 4 So that, as Jeſus Chriſt, in being Mediator, took. 
WT our Nature (412. that hain Nature that is in eve 
@Pcrion of Mankind) into immediate Union with 
T the God-head dwelling in his Perſon, this ſame Je- 
Eſus Chriſt, Godand Man (in the Relation he bears 
Sto the Father and Spirit, and-they to him, in their 
W mutual Concurrence with him: in this great Work 
© of his Mediation, having ſealed and anointed him 
W thereto, that he might compleatly effect it) He is 
© the true immediate Object of a Believer's Eye: 
8 And he, who, renouncing all other Names _ 
4 x Helps, flies thither, ſhall be ſaved by him; for 
= very one that fecth the Son, and believeth on him, ſhall 
= everlaſling Life*. His Appearing in the Pro- 
BE miſes doth make them a Convoy to bring the 
I youl to him; which would otherwiſe, be no > bet= 
= tcr Guides, than the Light to a blind Man, 
E: His Preſence in Duties makes them the Way and 
3 {Door of Approach ; which would otherwiſe be no 
EZ better Guides, by ſingle gazing on, and uſing of 
BZ them, than a Lanthorn in a Man's Hand, can be 
Ea Guide by gazing on it, and leading himſelf 
& round about in a Circle, by the Light thereof, not 
6 W nintie the Way, or the Door, to find which that”, 
W Light was appointed and intended. The Graces 
7 of his Spirit are the Beams of that Excellency that 
EZ is in his Perſon, and the Streams which flow from 
= the Fountain, which are ſubject to Intermiflion and 
| StOppage, without the conitant Supply which they 
| receive from the Sun, and the Fountain. And 
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| therefore, a Believers Eye and Aim muft be tend. 
ing to an immediate fixing upon, and cloſing with 
Chriſt himſelf, as the proper Courſe and ſure Way, 
and only orderly Means to find Reſt and Safety to 
'the Soul. 

'The next contiderable Thing i is, to enquire, hoy 
Ghote a the Eye of Faith is to be levelled at, and 
Faiths Eje exerciſed upon this perfe& and olorioy 
36 for Object, ſo as to change the Soul from 

WEE p bearing the burden of it's own Guilt, an 
ttain it's S Ir 
z fo get Power againſt the defiling Natur 

Om and Power of Sin; : and ſo to carr on 
the Change, from Glory to Glory, after the Image 
of Jeſus Ghritt, by the AY irtan of his Spirit *, 

The Diſp rn of the Goſpel is the G! laſs; 
and the Glory of the Lord there appearing is That 
which Faith fixeth and feedeth upon. 1t pal 
through the Glaſs, and feizeth upon Jeſus Chrif, 
repreſented thereinz and there ſtays, till it hath 
enamoured the Soul into the ſame \ikenels, The 
Glory of Chriſt begets an Image of Glory in the 
Heart of a Believer, of the fame Nature with it- 
ſelf. 

Indeed, there is a tranſ:ent Cloſing with the 
Promiſes, as with a Neighbour, who can te]] where 
the Soul's Friend dwelleth; and of this uſe are the 
Ordinances ; and fo far the Spirit of the Father 
lodgeth in them, for the Help of the diligent Seeker, WW 
to draw him to Chriſt. The firſt Motion alſo d 
that diligent Seeking procecdeth from the Father, 
who worketh with the Son, by the Spirit, to draw 
the Soul (in true Method) to the Perſon of the 
Sen, as Mcdiator; in whom the Father, Son and 
Spi1it give the Soul a ſatisfactory Meeting y. 


But 
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= But the Knot of Union, by which the Soul par- 
W takes of the Life and Glory of God, is not perfectly 
W nit, till the Soul actually enters into the Fellowſhi 
W of Chriſt, the Mediator *; and for this very End, 
E ſerves the Preaching of the Goſpel, in the Diſpen- 
ſation of it F. | | 
The Soul, being thus uſhered in, treats with and 
BE fixcth on Chriſt abſolutely and immediately; and 
BS Jays hold on his Perſonal Worth only, -: the 
EZ Foundation of it's Hope and Help. The Soul has 
BY caincd a great deal of Beauty in Chriſt's Eye, when 
WS once it is brought by his Spirit, to leave it's own 
WE Idols, and forſake it's own Country, and to truſt 
Be fingly under the Shadow of his Wings: There 
Bs Bleſledneſs begins, as Boaz ſaid to Ruth ||. 
= And here the Soul cloſeth with the All-ſufficiency 
Wy of the Mediator, pondering thelarge Extent thereof. 
W And whereas the Soul is uſually more troubled about 
W the Aggravations of ſin, and the Circumſtances 
W thereof, than about the fin itſelf, and for its In- 
W lincerity and Want of fecling Remorſe, and ſuffici- + 
= cnt Deteſtation againſt ſin, in it's Repentance; 
WY and is much moleſted with the Stain that Guilt 
We caves on the Conſcience; and finding, that neither 
WB Removal of Guilt, nor Power of Cleanſing, nor | 
By Freedom from it's juſt Accuſation, can be got from 
Wy the Conſultations of a wounded Spirit, it falls na- 
W kedly on the All-ſufficiency of the Adiator; and | 
W there it beholds him, as one able to take away all | 
W ins, in their whole Extent. His Body was given 
W him for that End: and although his own Body 
WB Was pure, yet it was in the Likeneſs of the Fleſh of | 
F din, or ſinful Fleſh, and Depravation of Nature, | 
W received from Adam, Rom. viii. 3. that as for as | 
& Motions of Sin, or Capacity of ſinning is found in 
4 Mankind, he did bear the Likeneſs of that State. 
=: E6---:- And 
- 2.4: Cop; 1. 1x. $ Col. i.28, 5 John &. 1, 2, 3» 
| Ruth 11, 11. 12, | | 
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And ſo He is called the ſecond Adam : Not only 
as one repreſenting the Elect Seed of Grace, but al. 
ſo as being the Superadequate Antidote, to con. 
quer and remove all Poiſon that entered upon Man. 
kind: by the Sin of the firſt Adam, The Nature of 
the ſecond Adam is made as perfe&tly holy, as that 
of the firſt was defiled by Sin, and became perfectly 
ſinful, as appears in Rem. ve And in regard that 
the Strength and ſlaying Power of Sin lies in the 
Law, His Human Nature was made under the Law 
ſubjected to the whole Law, as far as it had to do 
with finful Man, for this End, that he might re- 
deem them who were under the Law, from being 
under any condemning or accuſing Sentence, or 
Sting of Puniſhment from thence ; which he bring- 
eth about by obeying it, and ſatisfying for the 
Breach thereof made by ſinful Man. Sin 1s there- 
fore Sin, becauſe it is againſt the Law; he there- 
fore 1s made under the Law, and that to fulfil it's 
Commands, and bear it's Doom. "Though Sin be 
finite in the Tranſgreffor, yet is it infinite in reſ- 
 pect of the ObjeA, the infinite God. But the 
Obedience and Suffering of Chriſt was of an inh- 
nite Extent, in Reſpect of the Perſon, becauſe it 
was. the Act of God-man; And in the Virtue alſo 
becauſe it was a contrived Remedy, In the Counſel 
of God's Love, to outſtretch the Injury that was 
done to the Infinite Divine Majefty, by nite Man, 
Hence it is, that this Remedy carries with it the 
Terms of abaunding Grace *; and unſearchable Richer, 
The All-ſufliciency lies alſo in this, that it is a free 
Gift, conſidering that the Cifts of God's Love ore 
infinite, as his Neture is; the Thoughts of which 
do, by Faith, bring in a Foundation for infinite 
Tuftitcation and Right-onfneſs; and a Way is 
thereby made to the rt of the purchaed PoſieFion, 

that 
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Bt lies in the Penſcin of the ſame Redeemer ; the 
| Wrinicen of His Goodneſs, and Drift in this De- 
Won, which could never ſuffer Diſappointment; the 
Wrfniteneſs of His Wiſdom, that could never mif- 
Bike; the Infiniteneſs of His Love, that can never 
$ 7 $a; and the Infniteneſs of his Power, which 
Wn never fail. | 
BY And fince the Nature of the Salvation of God i is 
; ſnfinite, itis brought down into the Perſon of God- 
F an; and from him, into the Ordinances ; and 
I 7 by the Spirit, into the Heart of Man ; retainin 
B 'N it's infinite Nature. In Jeſus Chrift, the In- 
Snite God is made Fleſh; in the Ordinances; He 
Kt by Man's Voice ;-.in the Faith of the Heart He 
Wwelleth ; carrying the Soul (by the Operation of 
Z his Spirit, to look upon him, and hear his Voice 
Jn the Steps. of his Condeſcenſion) to the true En- 
4 Yormenr of himſelf. 
= [t is comfortable to have the Teſtimony of a 
"uy Conſcience, and Power over Corrup- F. Te 
| Fon, and. Soul-diſquiet thereby : But I ann ta hy 
Wnutſt not begin there, God begins my ing 5 wh 
| ponoins and Freedom in Himſelf, "— 
Wand brings it forth in the Perſon of Jeſus Chriſt : 
I muft begin it there alſo; and, as it is perfected in 
Wim*, I muſt perfe&ly derive it thence, continuing 
[ Serpernally at that Prins ys neverexpecting to have it 
Wn<ndcd, by any Thing I could do, though it were 
Whe obeying of the whole Law : For my Obedience 
4s but the Obedience of a ſtained Nature, that has 
Ealready broken that righteous Law. When the Guilt, 
EDctilemeiit, and Weakneſs of a fooliſh, depraved 
EFicart, lie upon me as a Lump of Lead, I get no- 
1 Whing by talking with them; as vYolomon faith of the 
q Fool, Anfiver not a 2 according te his folly, yu thou 
8 e 
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be like him *; For this talking with Guilt an{ Ma 
Weakneſs, draweth my Soul (which is made fr, WR 
indeed by the Son of God) to the Likeneſs of thu WR 
Guilt and Weakneſs, and my juſtified Conſcience 
begins again to lick up the old Vomit of Fear ar 
Bondage; but my Work is then to caſt my (elf, i; i 
naked Reliance, on him who ju/7ifieth the Ung; MR 
6; as being compaſled about with the Guard g 


God's free everlaſting Juſtification, in the Perſon « 


Jeſus Chriſt: "Then having the Shelter of thi 


Guard, I may return, and plead with Guilt, an F 


hear the Complaints of my Heart, and the Accuiz 
tions of my Conſcience; and give them Anſwer, 
from the Fulnefs of Chriſt's Atonement : Ant 
thus again, the Fool (if ſuch a Term may be uſe 
in this Compariſon) 7s anſwered, lef1 he ſhou!d be wi 
 &n hs own Conceit +: I mean, That Spirit of Bon- 
dage, which, by the Advantage of my own. Sit, 
- pleads rationally againſt my Peace, till Faith cons 
with the Tongue of the Learned, and pleads th: 
Myſtery of Free Grace, againit the Plea of Reaſon; Wi 
and the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, and His Holineis, Wl 
againſt Sin and Guilt, Nothing prevailed againt 
Samſon, till he betrayed the Vow of God that wi 
upon him: So nothing can prevail againſt the 
Peace of Juſtihcation, till Guilt divide between tix 
Soul and naked Reliance upon the Perfection g 
Chriſt's perſonal Sacrifice and Mediatorſhip. The 
Man that lays his Foundation thus, will not boat 
In himſelf; nor wrong the Viits of God's favout- 
able Countenance by Pride and Wantonneſs ; not 
yet deſpair when Storms ariſe; becauſe kis Foun- 
dation is upon a Rock, and his Safety is not at al 
of his own Handy-work. As far as he beholds ths 
All-ſufficiency of Chriſt's Mediatorſhip, the Er 
affects the Heart to Security and Strength ; ati 
crumbles all Scit-ſuſficiency to Powder z and blow 
| awal 
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Wway the Egyptian Locuſts of Guilt and Fears into 
WS: ic Red Sea; and reſtores Pacihcation and Quiet 
BS: the Conſcience; and from this glorious Sanc- 
Is tuary, the Soul comes forth to do the Actions of a 
BE now Life, by the virtue of another Spirit, the Sprrit | 
Wo of Love, and of a ſound Mind * ; and worketh the 
EEVorks of God in the World; and takes Fleaſure 
WS in obeying the Truth; and, if it were poſſible, 
RS would actually keep the whole Law ; in as much as, 
WE being now eternally knit to Chriſt's Perſon by 
ES Faith, the Law, by the . Spirit of Chriſt, is written 
WS in the Heart, | i Ek 

BY This naked Reliance on Chriſt's Perſon, was 
WE the great Endeavour, and left to us as the Experi- 
WS cnce of the Apoſtles. 1 Cor. 11. 2. Phalip 11. 8. 9g. 
BS A Faith of which Nature alſo was exerciſed emi- 
2 nently by the holy Men of old ; Abrabam, Rom. iv. 
= 20. David, Pſal. Ixxi. 16. | 

BY There were two fundamental Reafons mentioned, 
= why the Soul is wholly to caſt it ſelf on the naked 
= perſonal Merit of Jeſus Chriſt; viz. becauſe he 
== gan our Righteouſneſs, and he only perfeed the 
== ſame for ever; and thoſe Reaſons, well weighed, 
2 have great Strength and Motive-virtue in them, to 
EZ beget Faith; and belides, It is commanded, as the 
= abſolute Condition of Salvation, Believe and thou ſhalt 
= be: /aved ; in Oppoſition to which, _ is 
Bs made (in the Diſpenſation of the Goſpel) the Rea- 
2 lon of dying under the Guilt of Sin +: For the 
= Goſpel doth ſo perfeRtly hold out Jeſus Chriſt to be 
= the Propitiation for all the Sins of the World 
2 (through the Value of his Death, and open Free- 
Wy neſs of the Tender thereof) that the very Hinge of 
= Salvation and Damnation is turned upon the Faith 5 
By /: Heart therein, or Unbelief theresf, as being the 
=_ ..._ » moſt 
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moſt neceſſary and ſuitable Requiſites, for the ſtat. 
ing of the Soul into an actual Condition of Life, 
or Death eternally. te. 

Yea, Chriſt pronounceth Forgiveneſs of Sins to 
the Palfie-man *, upon the mere Account of Be. 
lieving. And the Apoſtle Pau/ declares the Right. 
eouſneſs of God to-be upon all that bel:eve, without 
making any Difference upon any other Reſpect F, 

_ This one Thing ſaved the "Thief upon the Crols, 
when he had not Opportunity to make Satisfa&ton 
for all the Wrongs and Robberies he had done, 
This makes the Apoſtle Par ſo laborious to pre- 
ſerve this Myſtery from the leaſt Mixture of Lega] 
Righteouſneſs +: Becauſe a Believer's State and 
Life 1s wholly by Grace j, which entirely treats with 
the Faith of a Believer, and not with his Works of 
Righteouſneſs or Sin: Fhe one cannot help, nor the 
other hinder; becauſe they are as the Elements of another 
World; (as they are called, Gal. iv. 3.) and can nei» 
ther mend- nor hurt that Juſtification by Jeſus Chriſt, 
revealed from Heaven to-a Believer, any more than 
Earthly Food can feed a Spirit, or a materia] Sword 
wound an Angel. And the Reaſon 1s, becaule the 
Perſon of Chriſt is the Ark, where Righteouineſs 
and Pardon are kept, and conveyed ſingly, by the 
Spirit of Grace, to Faith, (which is the Accept- 
ance of the ſame) and fo it is fecure from any per- 

 fonal Dualificatins on Man's Part to hinder it, 
where it is by the Spirit of- Believing accepted, 
Rom. iv. 16. "ZÞ$ 

This Fu/lification of a Sinner, by Faith in the 
perſonal Satisfaction and Righteouſneſs of Jeſus 
Chriſt, is that which lays a firm Ground for 4/u- 
ance of Perſeverance; becauſe the Guilt of 1a is 
done away, and pardoned, at the firſt ens = 

eſus 


* Luke v. 20, {F Rom.1ii, 22 Þ+ Gal, v, 2.4 
} x Cor. xV. 10, x 
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bo Teſus Chriſt : And if Sins be then done away, their 
BE Guilt cannot really return ; for the Pardon of Sins, 
WS ind remembering them no more are joined together *, 
BZ Neither can Sins, committed after the Soul's Con- 
WE verſion to God, by Faith in Jeſus Chriſt, hazard 
the final State of ſuch an one; becauſe his Perſon 
EZ was made accepted at the firſt cloſing with Chriſt 
BE by Faith; and Pardon of Sins is but the Conſe- 
EZ quent of the Acceptance of his Perſon. Epbheſ. i. 
EZ 6.7. So that Chrift having eſpouſed a Sinner to 
2 himſelf by Faith, doth waſh him from his Filth, 
BD preſerves him in that State through Lite and preſents 
EZ him to himſelf, at length without Dpot Ig. And the 
EZ Perſon being received upon the Account of mere 
EZ Grace, Sin has no equal Plea againſt ſuch a one 
2 bccauſe the Strength of his Plea muſt be by the. 
= Law; and Grace having ſupplanted the Accufation 
EZ of the Law +, the Trial depends in another Court, 
= where Sin is caſt out t; And if Sin could not hin- 
© der the Acceptance of the Perſon at firſt, much leſs 
= can it procure a Diſ-acceptance afterwards CF. And 
= belides, the Perſon of every Convert is conſidered (in 
his true Intereſt through Grace) in the Perſon of 
= Jeſus Chriſt, in whom all Accuſations are fully 
= anſwered, TED 
= Faith, having got this Foundation, Encourages 

ment, and rightful Intereſt to the Remiflion of Sins, 
= Rightcouſneſs, Life and Peace, ſets it {elf, by ſpir- 
+ Itual Exerciſe, to put the Soul into ſure and quiet 
= Policflion thereof, in a thorough and direct levelling 
= it's Eye at the O&je#?, the Perſon of Fefus Chrift : And 
E: to that End, it pets the Soul up above the Reaſon- 
© ings of the Old Man, (Fleſh and Blood) into the 
5 : Mount of Goſpel-Reaſon z and from thence, 
E through the Promiſes, and Demonſtration of the 
; Word 


@ * Hb. viii, 12, $ Epheſ. v. 25, 26, 27, + John 
» 1, 17. } Rom, vii 17, ©T Rom, v, 10, 
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Word of "Truth by the Spirit, (as through a Der. 
ſpective - Glaſs) gathers into it's Eye the lovely 

View of a complet: Redeemer; and gazeth vpcn 
him, till a Dart ſtrike through the Liver, a1:4 the 
Soul is made like the. Chariots of Ammi-nadib, and 
is both willingly and ſafely carried into a holy Von. 
fidence of the "I ruth of what itſecth ; and th= Truth 
of it's own being comprehended within the free and 
liberal Reach of the Deſign of God's free Mercy, 
in a Way of particular Application thereof, and 
cricth out Ay Lord, and My God. 

And Oh! that my Soul were a little upon the 
Wings of the Spirit, to aſcend by Faith into this 
Mount of God, My Saviour. Why abide I +- 
 mong the Folds of corrupt Nature, to hear the 
Bleating of my own Confufions and Lufts, ſeeing 
the Sword of the Lord and his G:deon is drawn for 
my Deliverance? Awake, O my Heart ; awake, 0 
my Conſcience ; ſhake thee from thy Duſt ; let the 
Teſtimony of Faith, and Spirit of Adoption and 


Freedom lead my Captivity captive for ever. | 

| In this glorious Work, Faith ſeizeth on the Soul, 
av the Angel did feize upon Lot, and (as it were) 
tear him out of Sodom, with this bleſſed Advantage, 
that it makes the Soul willing, in the Day of God's 
Power, to be pulled with Violence out of Son, 


out of all it's —_ Filth, and ag voy State. It re- 
© 


Joiceth to ſee the Blood of former Lufts to be ſprink- 
led on all it's Raiment: It is zwrathful againit the 
 Inchantments of Self-Pride, Man's Applauſe, Car 
Reaſom, EFarthly * Compliances, Fleſhly Fears and Di- 
truſt : It roars againit its Senſual Mind, and carnd 
 Compultations, as a -Lion over its Prey. It unhinget 
the Gates of its Captivity, and carrieth them up 
to the Top of the Mount, never to return agall. 
Mighty is this Sampſon-Faith, when it's Locks of 
fanctified Convictions, and Manifeſtation of Grace 


| are 
_ de ton a3 and 
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Wc grown up to ſome happy Maturity ; it looks fur- 
Sher and further after Chriſt in every Scripture ; it 
EScjoiceth exceedingly to hind the free Gift of Chriſt 
Sn ſuch Language as this ; / wrll give thee for a Co- 
nant of the People, that thou mayeſt ſay to the Pri- _ 
Woners, Go forth *; Not by Works of Righteouſneſs 
Euhich we have done, but according to his Mercy he ſav- 
#1 us; I am he that blotteth out thy Sins for my own 
Wake, and will not remember them any more +. 

© But the poor Soul looks down upon the Scars of it's 
own vile Heart, and daily Weakneſles, and cries 
out; Oh! but what are the Wounds in my Heart 


2 


Eznd Hands, theſe Thorns in my Sides, theſe Pricks 
an my Eyes ? | 
© The Underſtanding, triumphing through Faith, 
Exeplies; Theſe are the Memorials of the Wounds 
Exwith which Chriſt was wounded in the Houſe of 
his Friends, when he came to his own, and the 
Etecceived him not; and when the Sword of Indigna- 
tion awoke againſt the Shepherd, one who account- 
ed it no Robbery to be equal with God; He then 
Efaved the Sheep, and, after a fore Conflict, flew the- 
Wolf, and gathered again the Poor of the Flock, 
who were appointed by the Law of es, to the 
EBlaughter. Ariſe therefore, and be not diſmayed 
Eat the Witneſſes of Chriſt's Agony, which dwell, 
EJor a Seaſon, in thy mortal Fleſh, The Battle was 
EDis, not thine: He mortally wounded the Dragon, 
Wand the God of Peace will ſhortly tread down. Sa- 
tan, and every Spawn of him under thy Feet, 
UT heſe Enemies are left to prove thy Faith, Inte- 
Egrity and Patience, that thou mayelt learn ſpiritual 
EWar, and be renowned by Victory, through the 
Eiizhty Spirit of the Captain of your Salvation. 
= [hen Faith fixeth it's Eyes again upon Jeſus 
W * Ifa, xlix. 8, 9, C Tit, iii, 5. Þ+ Ifa xliu 25s 
Jer, xxXx1, 34, | | 
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Chriſt, thro the Word, and beholds as a Lanh 
that was ſlain, and yet riſen; and there fecs the 
Grave, where the Guilt of Coni{cience was buric, 
and argueth itſelf thus into freedom. << Guilt is def. 
<« troyed, and none can raiſe the Dead bur Go 
« only: But God will not raiſe it-up, becauſe he 
<« deſtroyed it himſelf, that he might marry the 
<c juſtihed Sou] to himſelf, out of that Dettruction 
« of Guilt and Bondage, in the Perſon of his own 
« Son, that he might thereby bring forth Lite 
« and Immortality to Sinners *, by Faith ;” And 
therefore here Faith ftrives to keep it's Eye, while 
Hands and Feet are working ; and by this compaſ 
it ſleer its Courſe, towards the Haven of dafcty. 
But the abundant Grace, and V aftneſs of this 
Salvation, in and through the Pexſon of Jeſus 
Chrift, are ſo great, that my Eye is dazzled; I am 
not able to meaſure the Heavens; I bring my Bucket 
to hold the Sea, and it is drowned in the Great 
Waters. And yet here Faith has a Refuge againf 
Confuſion of Mind; viz. when it eſpies a paſſn 
Senſe in all the Juſtification and Acceptation ot the 
Goſpel, and in all the Fruits thereof, working ms 
up to, and making me to be content with a Contor- 
| mity, according to the Meaſure given me by Jeſu 
Chriſt, Hence are the Words diſcovering it ret- 
dred ina paſſive Senſe, juſtified, redeemed, and ſave; 
And the A#n of this is aſcribed only to Chrit, o Wi 
God in Chriſt, who ju/tifieth, redeemeth, and javeth 
And hence alſo Faith giveth the Soul Relief againk 
Confuſion of Mind, about Defect of Knowlcdye, 
Þy the Thought of this; that though I know little Wl 
yet Tom known perfefily of God S ;, and though | 
_ apprehend little-of the great Myſtery of this Salvi- Wa 
tion, yet [ am apprehended fully by Feſus Chrijt +, wy E 


, 2 Tim. 1, 10s Rom, V. 6; d Gal. IV, wn 
Philip iii, 12, 
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Ur receive him by Faith, and am willing to be com- 
EErchcnded, and moulded by his Spirit. It was but 
BS. mall Thing, on Man's Part, to touch the Hem 
Woof Chriſt's Garment; yet that being an Act of Re- 
Ejance on Carift, and ſubjecting tae Soul to him, 
Whpreſently there came in Health of Body, and Par- 
BEZlon of 5ins, from that comprehending Relation in 
ESwhich Chriſt ftood to ſuch a Soul *, "The Souls 
ESwork in Faith, or rather, that to which the Soul 
Bis wrought, is a Contentedneſs to receive. the 
BiPcrſon of Chriſt by Faith, as the Sum and Title of 
Wits Intereſt in more than it can be ever able to re- 
BZ ccive within its own Capacity. 

= The Soul that receives the Perſon of Chriſt, by 
Wone true clofing Hint, through Faith, receives a right - 
Wu! claim to and Property in every Excellency and 
BE Pcrfcction that is in God, laid up in Chriſt for that 
En, thouzh the Length of that Perfection and 
EBBlefing be never fully known, As a Man, who 
Ezbuys a Ficld, (if no Exception in the Laws of that 
BE Nation be made) buys all the Advantages of that 
EPice of Earth, downward to the very Ceture of 
Wathe Larth, and all between that and the Stars, 
though he really minds no more (it way be) than 
the gray ſurfaceof his Land, till he diſcovers ſome 0- 
Either Excellency ; {hen he minds that alſo, and owns 
Wat; wazther it be Mines of Gold or Silver, or what- 
Wgever 's in the Nature of the Earth, which was not 
Egnown when he bought it; becauſc he bought a 
Eight to it, without Reſtriction to any particular 
Quality in it: So is it with a Soul, that, by Faith 
ys hold on and receives Chriſt's Perſon : It may 
2, his Lye is chicfly on Freedom from the Guilt 
Boi Sin; but in taking the Perſon of Chriſt, he re- 
Eccives not only Pardon, but a true Right to what- 
ppocrer 1s in Chriſt, r<lating to this Lite, and that 
Erwhich is to come. The Heaven of Heavens is not 
| able 


* Luke Vii, 43. 48. 
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_ able to contain the utmoſt of that inheritance which 
belongs to a Believer, becauſe it cannot contain 
God. This Faith diſcovers, and cries out, J; 
. Lines are fallen in a Fruitful place, I have a guiz 
Heritage. E | 

s aith, being thus mounted, hy 
Ly Infſuence of many 57 won. Joo for it 1s ſkilful 
aith into new s 4 hr | 
WE EL ne and therefore victorious, It hx 
the Advantage of Diſcovery, far 
Ofience or Defence: It has Champaign Ground, 
and a clear Air to breathe in; and ſo is every Wy 
furniſhed for Victory and Succeſs. ed 
And as Faith is thus fitted, by Means of its Stx 
tion and Capacity, for Diſcovery ; fo it lies unde 
the Bond of Obedience, engaged and commandel i 
to accept and drink in the Happineſs that lies in MW 
Chriſt, | $f 
Faith is eminently both Privilege and Duty : \ 
Privilege, in that it enters on the Poſleſſion of the WE 
whole Covenant of Grace, and eternal Life her 
upon the Earth; and it is bound thereto in Point « 
Duty. | nM 
'The Nature of Duty and Obedience 18 the bette 
diſcerned, if we conſider the Nature of Command 
ment, Commandment may be thus underſtood, elthe 
primitive or ſuperadded. FOES 
Primitive Commandments are ſuch as conſtitute tht 
Pale between Good and Evil; and are the Demon- iſ 
ftrations of Righteouſneſs, (the contrary to whici 
is Sin and Unrighteouſneſs) which was originalj 
given to the Nature of Man in Paradiſe ; and, ait 
the Fall, renewed in Tables of Stone ; to wht 
that relates which the Apoſtles Paul and Jun 
ſpeak; Where there is no Law, there is no Trar#{ri-* 
fion *, for Sin is the Tranſgreſſion of the Law \. 
This Law was revived by Mz/es, for Difcovery an 
| Conviction Wa 


1553-5, S—_ 


* Rom, iv, 15. $ 1 John iii, 4, 
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WT Conviction of Sin and Tranſgereflion *. The fu- 
FA peradded Commandments are all. Exhortations and en- 
WT forcing, Precepts in the Scripture, which require 
WF O-di:nc2 to the primitive Rules of God's holy 


WW. which are (as it were) the Emblem of his 


b righccous Nature, manifeſted to Man. And theſe 
BY co have a different Manner of Obligement : The 


4 prim/tive Commandments do oblige from the ver 
BE Nature of God, and Diſcovery, of his Will, in 
WE Oppoſition wo the Denlement of Man by his Apoſ- 
WE taiy. And theſc do ſhew what is the Duty which 
BE Min oweth to his Creator. T he ſuperadded Pre- 
BY cents, by Way of Exhortation, or by Way of com- 
WE manding Charge, do ſcem rather to oblige, from the 
BS apparent Equity of the Will of God manifeſted, to 
We ſhow his moſt holy and righteous Nature by ; and 
WE ſerve to apply the Heart thereto. The Breach of 
BY the former 18 Tranſ? reſſizn, the Breach of the latter 
ES is actual (thougn impotent) /7ifulneſs, and (me- 
WY thinks) is properly that which 1s called D:ſobedrence. 
EB Though all Sin 1s truly termed Difobedience, yet 
W thi: ſeems to have a foul TI incture of a repugnant 
BE Will in diſobeying ; and fo oft as the Command is 
BE renewed, this Diſobedience is the more aggravated 
BZ and increaſed. | | 
= The ſame Draught and 12del ſerves to diſcover 
By what is Obedience, or Diſ»bedience in the new Crea- 
== ON, | 
WW In this zew J/orld (as it were) of Salvation by Je- 
We {us Chriſt, the Manifeſtation of free Grace, in the 
W Doctrine of Chriſt's Birth, Life, Death, Reſurreftion, 
BW 2nd Aſcenſion, &c. doth make the Treaty between the 
8 poticls Purity and Sufficiency of Chrilt's moſt holy 
Nature, and the natural Guilt and Lump of I/retch- 
E-2/5, that has overſpread the Nature and Life of 
B lintul Man ; which Maniteſtation of Chriſt prioans 
| itlelf 


%; 
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itſelf, in a Way of Cure, to defiled Man; and doth 
in a primittve Way, viz. in the very Nature of it, 
require defiled Man to be healed. 'T here is vir. 
ally, in the very Manife/tation of the Goſpel, a Cim. 
mand gone forth to loſt Man to return, and accept 
the Salvation that is thus provided and held forth; 
Befides which, there comes in the next Place, a jy. 
fitive Command, to believe *, with many Invitations, 
Perſuafions and Directions about it. he not re. 
_ ceiving the former 18 Blindneſs, the not receiving 
the - latter is (more eminently) wilful Blindneſs; 
and both of tnem wretched Impatency, becauſe 
the Letter of the Goſpel itſelf cannot quicken, 
The Spirit of this Groſpel doth therefore go further, 
in Behalf of the Elect, who were peculiarly given 
to Chriſt ; and preſents itſelf as a quickening Power 
in all the Parts of it, and as the real, neceflary, 
and moſt effectual Remedy againſt all Manner of 
Guilt: Which alſo'is, in the next Place, followed 
with a Law (in the Hand of the Spirit) to receive 
it by Faith ; and this 1s that quickening V irtue, 
in all Invitations and Perſuaſions to receive and ap- 
ply that glorious Remedy, And this is that t- 
| fold Law which every Convert lies under ; v2z. the 
LAanifeftation itſelf, and a ſpiritual requiring Wird, 
commanding the Conſcience to receive it, and live 
__ thereby, through an actually exerciſed Faith. For, 

_ as God puriued Man's Apoſtaly and Diſobedience, 
through Adam, to Death and Deſtruction ; 1o he 
purſueth Man's Remedy, through the Death and 
Sufficiency of the ſecond Adam to Juſtification of 
Life and Salvation. In the former, God faid, 
Man muſt die; in the latter he ſaith, Man mult 
and ſhall live: He himſelf is the Commander, and tit 
Life and Strength of his own Commands ; in that the 
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Bd Adon is not only a living Soul (as the firfl was) 
WD ut a quickening Spirit's, SE 19 

Ws This Command from God in the Goſpel, to. be- 
W:1, receive, and enjoy Pardon and Righteouſneſs in 
WT {us Chriſt $, even (that Righteouſneſs and Sal- 
BE-tion which/1s laid 'up in the Perſc-2 of the Medi- 
Wor +, for every one who comes for it ||, and would 
WE njoy the ſame { ; T his Command (1 ſay) neceſſarily 
Wcquires Obedience thereto (. This Obedience is ex- 
Br ci/ed in a. pure and free receiving feſus Chrifl as my 
Wy Redeemer ; as being bought by him, and being made 
WS; 1am not my own, I mult not meaſure myfelf 
By myſelf, but by v.* it, Heis for me, and to me, 
BA hen the Temptations of Fear, thi ough my per- 
onal Guilt, do command me to Deſparr, I muſt 
Wot obey them, but muſt obey the Law of Chriſt, 
We Law of Faith, as it is called, Rom. iii. 22. 
BWV hen Pride of Heart, or Self-ab:/ity doth command 
Wnc' to boaſt,” I muſt not obey it **, but mult reply, 
WY an not under the Law of my own vin, nor of m 
pwn Righteoufneſs SY ; but 7 am vader the Law of 
ry wn Lord; which is, to receive Him, and own 
is Rightcouſneſs as my own ; for He is the Lord my 
Ko breouſneſs ++ . When I believe, then T obey ; for 1 
nm commanded to: believe in the Name of the only be- 
Wotten Son of God ; when] caſt myſelf on Him that 
Wulflled the whole Law, then I fulfil the whole 


| _ This 
1 Cor. xv 45. © Ads xiii. 98, 99.—xvi. 31. 

1 John 1, 23. + 2 Cor. iti. 9, 10, || Heb, vit. 
hes | Rev. xxir, 117, TY Rom, xvi. 26, * 
= 2 Cor. i. 19. $6 Rom, vi, 14. Tit. iii. 5. 
A Tt Jer, xxiii, 6, | 
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2 This Obedience of ' Faith has the Si;zht of Chip 

- Putneſs,” and the Promiſes of the new! Covenury 

:Jean'upon ; and' fo it takes (it's. Journey, ;' Fi 

fo Spirit, from Yeatneſs to Strength,” in the 1N.n 

-the: Lord. And” from this Obedience in beliey;n; : 

\ (which is: the higheit and myſterious - Obedica, 

- proceeds all Manner of Holineſs, as the Fri 

thereof, which receive their Sap from this RM 

"I his Root makes them to be living Obedience, vil 

. - Branches from the ſame Root, Children of the (WM 

Parent. The firſt Subjection is, to the Righteo 

nfs -of Chriſt's Perſon; to ſubmit - all Fear a 

. Guilt to the Fulneſs of Para and Life that is 

"Him, as the Store-houſe, 'and there to enjoy it i 

- the enjoying of Him 3 and then, by the Srvie 

"Life hich 1s in Chriit,_the Soul with Freedom a& 

forth -anfwerably, in ſome Meaſure, to ſuch a n- 

' newed State, from whence all Actions of Ho9ling 

are called the Fruits of Faith, and &; .:its of Rigit 
 ouſneſs *. 50 | | 

One. of Faith's. £ Re! bot ws _ mo 

041k Dare, ang 12224 fore Breaches made upon 

ts \ ” 4 Soul. My inward Man had fat 

1947 AENVETEG. | i. fored Lofs, while I travelled y 

- and down; my Soul was violently thaken ; the Bank 

_ of the wicked One confpircd with my wicked Heat, 

" and carried away my treachcrous Soul ; ſo that 

- Glory was captivated into the Enemy's Hand, *M 

"Wind from the-Wildernefs laid mc in Confuſion; 

. the Tempeſt prevailed, and I ſuffered Shipwred; 

all my own feeble Endedvours; and former Medit 

| tions gave Way, and the raging Sea of filthy mi 

| » fooliſh Thoughts did beat ſore: upon me': My dy 

Q A fotmer ' Reſolutions: of: Heart, and my pu 

\ Diſcovery of the Salvation of God) was bulgh, 
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oy d ready to fink F et' my. Heart. yearricd aſtet the 
WT od, my/ Rock... 1 cried ſecretly (though: comnfu- 
Y ly) to my: God, and AC reſerved a Plank for 
Ws, almoſt drowned Soul to ſwim.upon-to the Shore. 
WE: has/not utterly .removed Mercy ftom-me ; He 
Ws: been. yet preaching h1s own free Grace tg my 
Sul. through a Voice of "Thunder and Lightening. 
out, - ; - S 

WT ct me;yet hear. thy Voice, - OT hou Preſeryer of 
Wn; let me yet gather up Advantage through' my 


BSlifhing Virtue from my ſtrong Hold. While my 


WS nccmore-into the Sanctuary of God; and there I 
Wound, that although I carry about a Hel! within 
Wc, yet that Hell cannot devour the infinite Cove- 
Wt of Peace which God made. Ay Unbelief. and 
WD: obedience cannot make the Faith of God to be of ng 
= 7 *. - | 2's 

E. ld have lived upon Grace and Strength recei- 
W-7, and 1 trembled to ſee thoſe ſelhth Confidences 
Wn to the Earth; but.now (methinks) Chriſt 
WEa!ls me again from .my Father's Houſe, and pro- 
Eiicth me a. better Name than that of Sons and 
WD .ughters of my own, a Name in Himſelf, an Off- 


7 by 3-5 "0 4 4 | 2 « —— 4  — G's © © J Wks 4; We C Y! Y 
W 5 2 Cor, 1. 9g. || lia, lvi. 3. f Hoſea xiv. 8, 


Wo; help. me yet to receive recovering and efta- 


WT houghts were thus working, 1 endeavoured to get 


>= rage = —== 
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made up of Chriſt, and in Him alone. Ventun 
'of Faithfulneſs and Mercy. 
'a Fountain of Strength; This is the River ws 
"Streams make glad the City of Gad, Art Thou ny 
. willing to be undone, © my Soul, that thou maj 
be ſaved? How long wilt thou ſet up thy Pf 
"God for thee, and wrought in thee by ſingle Unin 


"than thine? Be thou rrarflated by Faith into I) 
vine Strength. 


lives, Wait for the Spirit -to draw it over acai 
Finger, who hves to enliven thee for ever. 


' ous Self; and finful Self! I am wounded by {inf 
Self, that I 'might flee from righteous Self and fn- 


| ſhall die in my Neft, my Neſt is ſoon fired aboit 


Chriſt, and truſt in Chriſt, -when I believe that 


+ cable to Man j- and all my Righteouſneſs and Hil 
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O'my Soul, upon this naked Arm; for it is an 
This Strength alon; 


the Pillars of that Satvation which is wrought j 


with God in Jeſus Chriſt? Is not his Arm ſtrong 


Let not thy Wine be mixed wit 
Water. 'Thy Conftidences are reje&ted ; make 
Voyage to the everlafting Hills ; enter into the Mun 
of God. Thou haft broken both the Tables of th 
Covenant, and yet the Prince of the ſame Covent 


and again, by the zndelible Charafter of his om 


How hard is it to depart from Self, from rights 


Heb. vi. 19. | | 
I am weary of the Inſtability of the Streams; Oh 
let me &o to the Fountain. When I am ſaying, | 


ful Self alſo, and ca? Anchir only within the Pal 


my.Ears, and turned to Aſhes. Certainly thereslf 
a better ' Reſt than this; and it lieth in truftin 
Chriſt, . and truſting in Him only. I both til 


is the Standard of all ſaving Righteouſneſs commu» 


nefs is but the Refleftion of his. I truſt in Chri 

- when I live ceſicnedly at his Feet, to be nade hoſ 
And whitſ>ever Compoſure of Heart ] do at al 
Time receive, I do not, and cannot hold it ; but! 
js held by Him while it remains ; And vihen't 
WD | with 
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WS ichdraws, it lives in the Root for me. I am ready 
WE, think, if I had all Graces in my own Diſpotal, 
WT would manage them to the Glory of God; but 
Wow can God be gloritied more, than in a holy. 
WL ontent, to live at his Allowance? All his Deſign 
WE to allure me, and fo to force me out of myſelf, to 
WS: i: Him, as well as to live. by Him: He beftows , 
Ws. Grace within Doors. I muit not take his Grace 
-. myſe}f, to put it to Uſury for Increaſe; but muit 
WEich the /ncrea/e, as well as the Principal from H.m, 
b: y Union with Him through Jcſus Chrift : Andm 
SV ork is to reft on his Faithfulneſs, Wiſdom, W1l- 
Wnoncls, and Readineſs to ſupply me; as if every 
Wrace of the Spirit were fully in my own Manage- 
Wicnt and Power to excrciſe the ſame. This 1s the 
Wrue Life of Faith ; this is the Way of walking up I 
Wd don in the Name of the Lird*. When] actus i 
Willy acinowiedge every Meaſure of ſpiritual Strength | 
Wo hold 1's 7exure from Feſus Chri/t ſingly and wholly, 
Wind reſt confidently upon Him for it ; and that be- 
WEuſe He hath promiſed both Grace, Glory, and every j 
gd Zhing +; judging Him faithful who hath pro- ! 
Wiſed, and owning Him thereupon for my Inheri- 
Wnce, and myſc}f nothing but what He is for me: 
Wl hen 1 may. be ſaid to truſt Jeſus Chriſt, and to 
ruſt in Him only. TI truſt Him upon his Word to 
We All for me which I would: ſpiritually be ; and I 
Wrult in Him to enjoy the ſame, through the Faith | 
Wt my Intereſt in Him, and his abounding Grace | 
Wind Un307. - I oh tio dy RY , 
This cuts the Heart of Self- Pride, ſpiritual Sur= 
Wits, and Shthjulngf, when I live every Moment 
Wt the Mercy of another, even Jeſus Chriit, both 
vr juſtifying Righteouſneſs, and every Influence 
Wcrcof, by the immediate Breathings of his Spirit, 
cording .to his good Pleaſure'; having not the 

3 Power - 


Zech, x) 12, Þ+ Pſa. lxxxiv. 11. 


4 
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Power, fo much as to make one Hiir white OC. bla {1 
ButI muſtwholly work by His Hands, ſreby Hin 
and in Zis Light behold the Light. What tiiore pay 
erfu] Inducement can there be'to Self-dcnial t# 
this? Boafting is excluied,, becauſe Chriſt,” 'in hi 
ovrn Perſor,, and by his own Sp:rzt, doth whatfoor 
is done for me, or in me. Here lies the Myfer 
and Labour of Faith, which the mere Notig 
thereof can never reach unto, fo as to improve th 
fame to a Jef-deny/ng Activity for God, in the Paths 

of Godlincts and travel towards Zr9n, © 
RS FR TNT: There is in our dear Lord [e 
Chr ef Fas ual'y ” fus a two-fold Tecellency's 
_e-P 4 er T0” Nis Redeemed, as He is the 
muznicated ts Be- Pod es | 
«1 Bae. Portion ; His Effential Pour 
es ace RiDfepumneſs, Goodneſs and Pri 
feftion in; the Godhead, arid His! proper human Nati 
perſonally united thereunto® ; * but neither of th 
{conſidered as ſuch) can be communicated untofthe 
Children of Men : His Perfon cannot be imparted, 
or divided. And there is another Excellency firuny 
from the former, by Way of Influence, and mul 
Virtue, communicated to the Hearts of the Redeemed, 
by Regeneration, which formeth, reneweth and 
quickneth the new Man, the new Creature in the 

| OT TN i ater foontoadetirny:s 

The fr? of theſe, though it cannot (in a fir 
Senſe) be communicated, yet it 1s wholly, by Covenan, 
given tothe SaintsF, So that'God, in his vaſt 
ſentia} Infiniteneſs, is their God ; and his very Body 
that 'was dzad, and is now alive, 'was alſo given. tt 
the EleQt; and'is become theirs by Covenant ; anl 
they enjoy it in that Right, though it -remains pr 
$1ally to be. His own, and not theirs, but for then 
to all Etcrpityz the Excellency of which Got- 
Man, in the Perfe&tion' of both Natures, is fo fit 
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B-Loned and imputed theirs, by Covenant-Uniong, 
Sy Myſtical Ingrafture, . as may pertectly deliver, 
Wc. fm atlEvil, and fill them with all Righte- 
neſs, Purity, and Perfection, which Creature-, 
W: pacity can take in for the enjoying of the Glory, 
WE God. So that the Peron of the A7cdintor re- 
Wains dint from, the Perjons of the Redeemed, and 
Whey arc not ized, but w2ited through the Spirit, in 
Wc Covenant, and his pertonal Ailumption of the 
Z uman Nature, by Faith exerciſed therein, | 
WW Hence it is, that the Intere/t ;. 
Which the Saints have in. Chr1/t is 
F pj1yavle by them /12p/y. threush be- 
W-0mg* ; vobich Enjoyment, thro' 
SW ſpiritual. Nature of the Union, 
Ws as ccal, ftrong and turcy as what- 
Whoever thcy eryoy in their own Per- 
Z ons, by No 2 and Feeling4. wt TE OTE y 
W And thus Chriſt, as to the Perfeion of His Per- 
Won, being without us, and above us; and yet, by 
Et Communication' of the Spirit, through Faith, 
Þ1ac near to us, and dwelling in us, yields much Pri- 
ice, and unſpeakable advantage to a Believer, viz, 
W 1, 1h: Excciency of a Believer's Porizen ja 
WC briſt is hereby more di/Zindly view'd.  The,Soul. 
Ee hereby Room to go round about the znſþhozted 
B-/ire of His Perſon, and wiew Him from Head to 
Bo (as the Church in the Canticles doth, Cant. y. 
0. 16.) diſcerning Him as the choice/? of ten thouſands; 
Whcrcas the Glory of the ſame Chriſt, fo far as it 
WPppears. only in. the Heart by. Operation, .is much 
E:omnecd and ſullied with the defilement that 1s/there, 
End continual: Conflifts ; but conſidering Him ſepa- 
ated far away from Sin and Sinners f, (furniſhed 
ith utmoſt Perfe&tion, - and cloathed with Gar- 
gpucnts of compleat V idtory and Beauty in the Be- 
$ I: K 4 half 
Eph. 111, 17. + Rom, iv. 16,—Eph. itl, 17s | 
T'Hebe 75 26," - ES 17 ICs 
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The Advantages 
of Chriji's being 
without ts DEr- 
 fonally, and vet 
frarituclly in us 
 40ho believe, 
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half of His Redeemed, this fills their Hearts wig 
Joy, and their Mouths with Singing. 

2. He is thereby become alſo the /zvelrer Oljen 
their Love; for the Eye affects the Heart, and ny. 
ritheth ſpiritual Enflamedneſs towards Him, Þif. 
tance betwixt the Soul and {o excellent an Ohje 
(Diftance, I fay, of this Sort between the Eye andit, 
O%eet,) through Propreety, or rightful Intereſt \n Him, 
 enamours tne Mind; and withal, provokes Defire ty 
wards Him®*, and makes the Soul of a Believer c 
out for more Nearnefs, Come, O my Beloved ! Thi 


Defire quickens Expectation to rejoice 1n Hope, 


and leaves no Room for a lothing, weartfome Ful. 
nefs in the Heart. | | 
3. This chjeftive Enjyment of Chriſt gives Fun. 
dation for a kindly Refuge in Hhm. It rationally lead 
the inviard Man tr» depart from all other Self5, and 
run to this :je2rve Self, Fefirs Chrift, throudh the 
arawing Virtue of ſpiritual Unioa- with Himy : And 
thus was Chriſt typed out by the Citzes of Refuge, 
4. This Enjoyment of Chrift, by: Way of Oh- 
ject, is alſoa Fountain of Recovery when the Soul is 
fouled, It can fetch freſh Righteouſneſs, freſh Pardm, 
27a ve anunted; again, and again, Witn 7-2 Ou, 
as Davidipeakst, and ſeventy times ſeven in a Dayſ; 
yea; every Moment, as 6ft as the Heart pants ater 
To « PFog-.444-2 >. OT OT B36. 3 
© $5: Tt isalſo a Fountain of | Eaſe, by the Ability it 
gives of pouring out a Complaint into his Beoſom, | 
215 great Refreſhment to have a Friend," to'whom one 
may deClare one's /;j2ry, were it" only to receive Pi 
fromy his Hands}; but in” Chriſt, looked upon by 
Faith,” there is a Power as well as Pty to help, bf 
the Afiition and Burden what it will be, and how 
great foeverſ. « i 


* Cant, vi. 1+, + Cant, i. 4. Þþ Pſalm -xcil. !» 
$ Mat. XV11l, 225 ll Job Vl. 14. T Heb, IVe 154 10, 
ll, 18,—vil, 25 OY ep = 
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Ws 4. It is a Fountain alſo of Con fidence-: And hence 
WL oth the Prophet 1Zicah, in the Name of the People 
WE God, argue againſt the Triumph of the Enemy, 
SE vill /o94 :nto the Lord; I will wait for the God of 
L- yy Salvation ; my God will hear me. Rejoice not there- 
WEfor: again/? me, O mune Enemy ; when 1 fall, 1 ſhall 
Wore, &c*. And Chriſt himſelf doth teach his Peo- 
WD: Confidence by His own Example in the Day of 
Wis Suffering, in that his Father was near to juſtify 
W Him+. | FT WT : 
2 y; Chriſt, thus taken up, helps againit the Sol; - 
Win; of our Journey towards Heaven.. A Behever 
his a Friend to talk with by the Jay, who is a Guide 
Wal; and therefore great is the Loſs of that Man, 
Wwho walks alone, and compaſſeth himſelf about 
Wwith his own Sparks; zf He fall (as Solomon ſpeaks) 
WH: hath nt ancther to help Him up {: Thus Chrift 
Wis held forth as a comfortable Leader and Compa- 
Wn {: And the Church improves this Privilege, 
Wy aning on her Belryed, as ſhe comes forth out of 
With! //:/dernefs |. This blefied Companion makes 
E\Way for His People*s Safety, in the Fire, and in the 
Water of Afflidtion Q. . | Ls 
8. By this Means alſo Faith has gota zrue and 
W/aithful Witneſs on the Bcliever's Side, to clear off 
Accuſations: And from hence are thoſe Expreſ- 
W/ons uſed inthe Pſalms, Plead my Cauſe, Be Surety 
W/or me, Sc. and the often Appeals made to God, 
who trieth the Heart and Reins, and who flandeth up 
Wor he Side of His People, and on their Behalf. 
Theſe and infinitely more Privileges do: ariſe to 
gevery Believer, from the Intereſt that he hath in 
EChriſt's entire and incommunicable Perſon, by the 
JUnion of Free Covenant and Myſtical Ingrafture, 
E-- | Cs. : 2: 00s * 


F* Mic. vii. 7, 8.9, 19. + Compare I. 1.8, 9, with 

Rom, viii. 33, 34. þ Ecclef. iv. 10. 4 Ia. lvii. 
18, Jer. iii.14. {| Cant, viii, 5.. 1 Dan, iii, 2G 
Ma, xls Bet 7 DOE 
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and the Cimminion of Virtue Wide TN the Per 
fon: this Mediator; 34, *in which My of Grace 
he enjoys Chrilt;as_ the Hand- hg, 'S the Head, ye 
6th of them are. d;ftindth. c nflatres | in the Body: 
Or as the. Eye enj: ys the tAuence ard Virtue 
that Light and He) "which is in the very Bedy 
the 1 althou the Body, of the Sun' be many 
tho ues 7 Mi les "fa. ſtant from $7 Eye which doth 
aftually enjoy. that Sun in the Light ; and Heat of it's 
Influence ; By it doth as truly enjoy it, as if it lay 
in the material Body of the Sun, and in a way df 
reater Advantage, firted for it's Capacity and Uſe, 
Do is the Perſon of Chrift enjoyed really and truly 
with all Privileges relating to Believers, while He 
retains his Perſonality uncommunicated and und:vide 
to any other; as the very Water of the Fountain is 
enjoycd in the Streams, and the Sap of the Root cn- 
joyed in the Branches ; and yet the Stream is not the 
Fountain, nor yet the Branches any. Part of the Roz, 
Chri Ps FI DION "The Way of the -:Soul's En- 
joyment of Chriſt in all the Pri 
upon the * Heart. / y hj P a d O 

ts. Reneiving: <uleges of his erfon nd Offcy 
_ RP, 0p of his Mediatorſhip, and inal 
+ Toeres ; the /: *fluences of Spiritual Uncing, 
and Transformation of the Heart into the. Power ati 
Likenefs of Jeſus Chriſt, is wrought by the Spirit 
of | Regeneration, through Faith ; which — the 
Soul to Paſs over from 1t{elf, from All it's un 
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from all it's own carnal 2p, Fear, and” fel 
| into the. Death, Life, Righteenfacf js and © 
the Perſon of Jeſu s Chriſt ;.and. {o Cepabl eto fay 
in Truth, 1 am not mine own; T live; yet nv Tonger 
£, but Chrift liveth in me; and the Life ? which 1 1 
live i in the Fleſh, T live by the Faith.of f, Scn-o nd Gud, 
viz. by the very Life, and in the joe Life'of hy 
apprehended, received, enjeyed, ang. f wor ling*s ual 
in me, by Faith i in Him wh Toved re,- and Waſfrd 
me from my Sins in His own Blood *. -D 


* 1 Cor, vi, 19, Cal. ii, 20, *ReV it; 9 


W icing Wark which the Scripture doth 
WT mention. as,fhe Deſign 


F , » #2 p . . : — p . 4 
W ſpiritually into His Death and Life, His Ki 2hteoul- 
: | | ; | "4 | EY 


& neſs is enjoyed. 


& Holineſs in al] the Fruits of a new Life, 


42 
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_ complithing it's Work, upon me. How far am] 


4 
- 3" - 


GIA AS YN 22 


T'*s jp that gran{ating, renwing,, changing and 
it ne Scripture | ED 
of the Goſpel.  And'it is 


4 - 


E with Reference unto this, that Chyiſt is Called A 


Stine of Stumbling, and Rock of Offence., Sinful and 


BE (ih Nature ftrives to preferve it's Life againſt 
BY the kiling Virtue of the Sparit of Chriſt in the Goſ- 
BE pe preached to the World, This is the Reaſon of 
BY { much Carnal Profeflion and Barrenneſfs in. Chriſ- 
BW tianity, when the Hearts of Men turn the [Nature 
BT of the Goſpel, which is a Law of Grace, and cheyed 
Ws only by Faith, into the Simihtude of the Law of 
W Mojes, and maxe it a Matter of Man's working, 
W and ſubject it to the poor and Jame Endeavours of 
E unzenewed Man; not remembring, {at leaſt) or 
E not underſtanding. that the Tree muſt firſt be made 


good, before the Fruit can be. good. "This was 


W meant by the Apo/le, when he bewails the Jews ; 
= who, though they flnwed after Righteouſneſs, at- 
# tained it not, becarje they fought it nct by Faith, but as 
= it were by the FVarks of the Law®. Eves fince the 
W Fall of Man, Rightcouſneſs forfook © the (created 
# Nature of Man, 
@ ii. 10) and is only now in Chriit revealed from 


(which is largely ſhewed, : Rom. 


Heaven, tn recerving of whom, by being baptized 


Every Command of the Goſpel doth firſt require 


8 Faith, which is the great Commandraent; and, in 
E the Virtue and Power thereof, requires and works 


olieſs in all. the f Life, by, the 
Virtue of Jcſus Chriſt, working in every Precept 


; and Command of God in the whole Scriptures, be- 
= ng Ro pezed by-his Spirit. +7 g.51 


An 


here my Heart begins again to groan, white 
find fo. little of this killing, renewing. Power ac- 


44 | oy | x.-; T7 | | rom 
| ; G. *S 
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from this renewed State! I am weaty '&, the lifal 
Nition of the Thing, I faint in-piySighing, ani 
find no Reſt, T long for. the Breath of the Lor, 
and thus lament out niy.Complaint before Hin; 
*© When will the Lord come into His "Temple! 
* My Fleſh trembleth betwixt Hope, Fear and D:. 
& ſire: I am as a Bottle dried in the Smoke; my 
« Heart is pained and in Travail. O Preſerver 
& Men make no tarrying, leff I be life them who v 
* down to the Pit, Oh, let Death feed upon me, 
< till the Foundation of Life, Power and Peace he 
& Jaid in my Soul, and Deliverance come from ano- 
<< ther Place.” Droofings are deadly, O my Sou; 
do not fay, thy Wound is incurable; the. Creati 
cf the Ends of the Earth doth undertake for tite; 
He will yet reveal Abundance of Truth and Pear, 
« Come then, O. Fountain of Help, and do thine 
On WV upon me” inn 
_ How eaſy 1s it to ſay the Word, Renewing, in 
Compariſon of having the Thing really executed 
and done ?\" x Ss BD OE OS 
All that can be ſpoken about it is but Words; 
the Change it felf is the Thing I long for. Mine 
_ Eyes fail with hoping for the very Salvation of God 
in this Work. Qh, that the Inks might drop 
down their Dew ! _ Why are the Influences of the 
Clouds with-held ?- Oh, for the ſounding of his 
Powels who is gone inio a far Country, and has 
promiſed to return! My mu/ing Heart cannot: fetch 
Him, but my Greaning. is before Him, and the 
| Tears and Cries of my Soul are-in his Sight, 0 
Ezxrth, cover thou not my Blood ! Let the Cry 
my Diftreſs be heard : 4ngwrſh is upon my Heart, 
and Oh, Jet the Seaſon of my Redemption come! 
According to the Meaſure of the Power of Chriſt 


given to me, I would yet #ruggle againſt this Gi 


- 


ant, Unmurtified Self. 1 would rather take a Slm 


o { 
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WS ind 2 Stone in the Power of Chriſt, than all the 
= /apons of a Carnal Arm and Underflanding. = 
= Chriſt well knew the Length of that Petition, 
| Thy Will be done, when He taught his Diſciples 
that Prayer. Could I but pray this Prayer, in the 
BE Latitude of it, I ſhould think my Foot withia the 
== Thre/hold of yp ed Fg ”; , | 
= The main Goſþel-killrug Fork PLN LE 
BE ics in mortif nee Underſtanding The Bleſſe ey 
WE and the YI, into the Y/iſdom and E-- _ 
WE Dominion of the Spirit: And, in PO/anoing 
WT Regard my preſent Controverſy is © ,712rt/* 
= with my own Carnal F/7ll, 1 would peo 
BZ deal with that firſt, did not my unmeortified Under- 
We /anding ſtand in the Way. - | : 
= My unmortified Underſtanding can ealily dally with 
WE all the Net7ons about the Trmity, Law and Goſpel, 
= Promiſes and Covenant, Faith, and every Grace of 
W the Spirit, and every Dzty of Godlinefs, and yet 
WS but 7r:f/e ail the while. he renewed Under fandin 
| fucks in the [vely Evidence of the Mind of God in al 
= thoſe Things, and is called the Demonſtration 0 
= Spirit and Power *, and the very Mind of Chrift +. 
BY This Mind of Jeſus Chrift reprefents to' Faith the 
Bs infinite God wrapped up in every Particle of His 
BY Word, and is the Spirit of every revealed Truth. 
B Hence comes that Expreſſion, You have not fo learn:d 
= Chriſt ft. A renewed Underſtanding is not taught by 
= Words and Sentences, be they what they will, and 
W though never ſo good; but by the Mind of God 
= and Chriſt in them F$. The whole Volume of the 
We Scriptures is but a ſmall Hint (as it were) of the 
Wy unmeaſurable Will of God. And this is the Rea- 
= ſon why the Scriptures, though the Words are the 
BY fame, and not altered, do yet, by the Spirit, ſpeak 
WB Varicty of Inſtructions in the Unity of the ſame 
8 RO ".- "Truth 
$ *: Cor. ii, 44 + 1 Cor. ii, 16, + Eph, iv. 20, 
W IJ Eph. iv, 21, pr | 
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Truth, as:the Spirit pleaſeth. to, reveal. itſe}f therein, 
which doth not at all argue Defe# in the Scriptures, 
but {rfeniteneſs in the Mad of Chrijft therein con- 
tained, | yg * an EET Y, 

\ This Fulneſs of the Mind of Chriſt in the Word 
is that which makes it divide between the Soul and the 
_ Sprrit, the Foints and the Marrow ; and to be a Di/. 
eerner of the T houghts and Intents of the Heart*,. 


A renewed Underflanding makes uſe of the Word, 


and all the Exprethons therein, but as the Door by 
which to enter into the whole Yi/zon of God in J-ſus 
Chriſt; and the Revelation of his Will; and 6 
takes up the 'I ruth truly, in the Method in which 
the infinite God is pleaſed to condeſcend. 

A renewed Underſtanding ſees the Myſtery of 
Truth: to be Sub/tance and Life, through that Re- 
port of it which Words do ſpeak. It conver{:th 
with Life. through the Conduit of IYVords, Phrajes 
and Terms : It gives Way to the Truth as it is m 
 Tefus, by believmg, and not mangling it with car- 
nal Reaſon; and ſo makes Way for the: renewed il] 
to give Obedience by believing, doing and ſuttering 
the Pleaſure and\W1ll of ... Ps 5 

. "Phe. renewed Jl] is one with God's T7, in a 
Way of Submiſſion thereto, It lies down brezen- 
beartedly ins the Pleaſure of God: It 1s zealous in Cle- 
dence, fecure in believing, quiet in ſuffering, becaule 
the Will of God reigneth, -and cannot be. difap- 
pointed: It makes the Soul in every Thing give 


Thanks, and rejoice evermore: It grieves wire the 


Holy Spirit is .grieved, and it delights where Go 
delights. If God ſay to Abraham, offer up /aas, 
he doth it with Joy; Relufancy is gone, becauie 
the Will of God dwells in the renewed Will, and 
the Conſultations of Fleſh and Blood are meort.ficd, 
It grieves for Sing, becauſe it. crofſeth the, revealed 
Wiliof God; and yet rejoiceth in Hope, becauſe at 


* Heb. iv. 12, 


Things 
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= Things hall work tegether for Good to them that 'love 
= The renewed WH is always renewing itſelf by Faith 
@ in Chriſt, and looking into th? Law of TI.iberty. 
BZ It thanks God heartily for Life, Death, Health, Sick- 
W neſs, Succeſs, or Diſapporntment, in - high Degree, or | 
EB hw Degree; becaule it is baptized into his Will. And 
& that the Nature of this new Creation in' the Wilt 
= may provoke my Heart to withdraw from the Ser- 
I vitude of my corrupt Will, I would ponder the 
EZ Nature of it a little further, x | 
= The firſt Parent of the Grace of Adoption by Je- 
| ſus Chriſt was the good Pleaſure of the F/7ll of God 
| in his Decree*® ; and aFual Converſion by the Word 
| is the Operation alſo of the Jill of Godt, which 
B bringeth forth a Birth in the new Man of the fame 
BZ Likeneſs ; Thy People ſhall be willing in the Day of Thy 
| Power, Pjalm cx. 3. And by this J/illingneſs the 
{ Truth | of all Obedience is meaſured}. It is alſo 
& the firſt Thing the Spirit of God hath in it's Eye, 
= and which doth (in a Way of Acceptance) fill up 


= the Defect of all other Serviced. 


{ The State of Death in Sin is Captivity to the Jill 
| of Satan, and the Fleſh: And Subjedtion to the IVill 
= if Gd is the Firſt-born from the Dead. It firſt 
BZ appears, and fo goes on, as the living Token of true 
Chriſtianity, and never ceaſeth till it is filled with 
WE the Fulneſs of God who brought it forth ; and ſo it 1s 
= the undoing Principle to Fleſh and Blood, and cap-: 
8 tivates Fear, - Care: and Bondage into the Liberty of 
& Jcſus Chriſt, the eternal} Son. of God; and makes 
& Chriſtand a Believer no longer twain, but one in 
the Union and Operation of the Spirit, whereby- 
W the Dominion and ſure Prote&tion of God ſecures: 
Wy the Soul, as the Waters cover the Sea. Here I ſtick, 
Wy and here I groan: Alas, alas, for this Day _ the. 
Wn Cory 5 HP ICY d] | -1 | ord p 


Vill, 12, 
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Lord41 Oh, for - this Day-/pring from on: High, to 
reveal this Light and Both E the Life of this 
renewed Underſtanding and Will, from the yell 
Bawels of his own Grace and Spirit! T am ſick; 
yea, '] am ſick; -my Pen ſhakes, my Heart quiver; 
with Dehre after this renewing Work. Give Way, 
O carnal Mind. of Unbelief, Darkneſs, Sin aud 
Vanity, that my Heart may faint away into the Z. 
fom of this changing Power of the Spirit of Chuif 
who has redeemed it. | 
The glorious Work of rexewv- 
_— fie ins the ord 1s carried on by the 
4 : Eternal Word of God, by which 
He made the World, All-creating'Work is effected 
throuzh the *Zternal Hord, the Ser of God, by the 
Eternal Sp:rit, from the Everlaſting Father , in which 
God is All in all. This Eternal erd hath declared 


Himſelf by a Word of Faith, Reconciliation, and 


Comfort, contained and expreſſed, in a Way - ſuit- 
able to the Capacity of human Senſe, Reaſon and 
Underflanding, in the Scriptures, that fo the zncm- 
prehen/ible Will of God might look into the Heart 
of Man, through the Inlets of natural Senfe, and 
th: Faculties of natural Mind, making them fub- 
ſervient in this renewing Change. 
Therefore it is made vi/i>le to the Eye, and receiv- 
able by the Ear, retainable by the Memory, and me- 
ditable by the Heart, in the Uſe of the Scriptures; 
and fo doth, in a rational Way, by Reproofs, In- 

d Confer, bring 
forth the new Creature, and hold it in a ſpiritual 
Union and Fellowſhip with the Father, Son and 
S;irit, through a daily Increaſe, tending to the lak 
and perfect Fulneſs*, _ 

And that Jeſus Chriſt may make this his expreſſed 
Word effeEtual to accompliſh the Defign of His 
Love to the Souls of His Redeemed, He gue 

| | | | tnem 


* Col. ii. 19.—Eph, i. 23. 
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them by His Spirit to the moſt advantageous Im+: 
W provement thereof, that not one Jot or Tittle of his, 
= Word may be loſt, - 
= The whole Scriptures are the Inſpiration of the, 
= Spirit of God the Father, and the Son Feſus Crus 
W given to reveal the Way of Salvation; which is- 
= carried on by a Way of Hiſtory and Dofrine; in 
W both which the State of Mankind is diſcovered, in 
W Reference to it's [nnocency, Fail and Recovery. "The 


W State of Innocency and the Fall comprehended all 
= Mankind in the Perſons of. Adam and Eve; The 


WE State of Recovery reſpects only a Part of Mankind 
= ſaved out of that univerſal Lofs by Chriſt, accord- 
W ing to the Election of Grace, and therefore He is 
called the ſecond Adamy, who infuſeth the Gift and 
= Operation of Righteouſneſs to H7s Seed, as the 
= Adam had infuſed the Guilt and enthralling, cor- _ 
= rupting Power of Sin into his Seed, As-the Fall 
= was a perfe? Fall; ſo the Recovery: (to the Rem- 
= nant recovered) is a perfe#t Recovery,, compleated 
7 fully in God's Decree before the World wasf, and 
= actually ſolemnized at Chriſt's Sufferingh; which 
= becomes applicable to every individual Perfon of 
= that Number by the Spirit of Faith and Holineſs, 
W and whereby they are fully and really freed from the 
= Matter of Guilt through Union with Chriſt, albeit 
W the affliting Senſeand Fear of Guilt appears many 
= Times, through the Weakneſs of . Faith in that 
W Union; and, through the incumbring Defilement 
= of Sinin them who are redeemed, holds on a Con- 
ict in the Fleſh, till the laſt Enemy, . viz. Deaths 
be deſtroyed : And ſo Mankind ſtands divided ; the 
= Perſons of them who only bear the Image of the firſt 
= 4am; (corrupted by the Serpent's Poiſon,) and 
= They who bear the Gnage of the fecond Adam; and, 
We *, Heb. i,1, Col. iii. 16, 2 Tim, iii. 16, - + Rom. 
4Y Vo'1,- 1. Core. XV 45 > Eph, to 4« $ Col, 11, 150 
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in the latter- Diviſion, every redeemed Perſon car. 
ries alſo a Sub-d:v1/ion in his own Heart for a' Time, 
viz. the grand Principle of his reaewed State, and the 
aflifting Stain and Enmity of the firſt Adam's Natur, 
remaining-in the F!:, And in Reference to thoſe 
two Contraries (viz. the gocd and bad Perfons of 
Mankind, and the different Principles of Good and 
Evil) the Scripture doth diſplay ail the T areatnings 
and Comforts, Reproofs and Encour:gements, 
Judzments and Promiſes, Inſtructions and Rebukes 
that are found in that bl-{l-d Volume, with Ma- 
nif-ſtations of God's Power and Good:2fs to the one, 
and of his Pewer and /rath againit the other. 

So that whatſoever 1s ſpoken of any one Perſon, 
is ſpoken of all Perj:ns, .in the ſame State; and 
whatſocver is ſpoken of any Action or Qualification 
in-any Perſon, is ſpoken of alike Actions and Qua- 
lifications in every Perſon, who is in the ſame Sr.e, 
to the End of the World even as long as Man- 
kind remains. And as far as the Line of each State 
(whether it be good or bad) reacheth; 1o far dath 
every Perſon. (continuing in that State) bear his 
proportionable Share through the Grave to Eternity, 
When the Spirit of God ſpeaketh any Thing in 
the Word, it firit looks through the State in which 
any Perſon 1s, and ſo deals with that particular 
Perſon according to the State in which He is, whe- 
ther it be-a State of S$:7 or Grace, and. fo. acts to- 
wards him according to the RuJjes and Method of 
fuch a State, Hence it is, that Comforts, or At- 
fictions, or: Teachings, that are one and the ſame 
in their own Nature, are exceedingly different in 
the End and Uſe which the Spirit makes of them, 
through the different State of Light or Darkneſs, Lift 
or Death, in which all Men he: So that by this 
Means the ſame Word is a Savour of Life to one, 
which is a Savour oi Death to another. 

* + The general Threatnings againſt Ungodlines 
R + 5%" <+ + £0 


of SALVATION. 139 
W concern every particular ungodly Man. The par- 
W ticular Puniſhment inflicted upon any one ungodly 
Man, ſhews what 1s equally due to the reſt of un. 
W godly Men. And although one evil Man may not 
W commit the ſame wicked Action as: another doth, 
W yet he has the Nature, and the fame evil State, 
W which is the Root of that Action; and as it brings 
forth Actions equivelently evil, it is by the Spirit of 
= God equally ſentenced to Puniſhment. FTA, Td 
E And as, in all viſible Actions, the State of the 
Ki Perſen is (in the Scriptures) firſt conſidered; fo, in 
= all ations, the Nature and Spirit of that action (as it 
BZ holds Relatlon to the State of the Perſon acting) 
7 is regarded by the Spirit of God in the Word, be- 
EZ fore the Aon itfelf, and involves every one within 
W the Guilt of that Action, (if it be wicked) or 
| within the* Bleſſing of that Action, (if it be good) 
= inwhom the Nature and Spirit of ſuch an Aftion work= 
= eth. From this Ground Chriſt calls wicked Anger, 
EZ Murder; and unchaſte Luſtings, Adultery *: And 
= from this Ground a gracious Defire and Intention 
has the Bleflfing of a gracious Action +. And 
= when the Action is .one and the ſame, and yet the 
& Spirit and inward: Mind of them who execute that 
= Action different, the Action is not accounted the 
= ſame, but different; 'as in the Caſe of Cazx's killing 
= Abel, and Phineas's killing Zimri; it was Murder in 
= the one, and Righteouſneſs in the other, So that Ac-. 
= tions may agree, and yet the Spirit of that Action 
= in the Actors, not agree: And the Spirit. of one 
= Action may agree with the Spirit of anether Ac- 
@ tron, or the Spirit of. one that acts may agree in 
= ſome particular Afton with the Spirit of another 
= who acts the ſame Thing, and yet the Difference 
of their grand State diſagree ; as appears in. the Caſe 
& of David's Uncleanneſs through Luſt, and the Sin 
= of. his Son Ammon; for the Repentance and Reco+ 
= Very of the one are recorded, but not of the other. . 
® Mat, v. 21, 22, 27, 28, + 2 Cor. yui, 12, 
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2 it thus: the it cydriaws of ada Sant dans - 
4 advantageous to another, *through. their! mutual In- - 
tereſt: in the ſame Root of + ſpiritual lifein Chriſt, 
| by which they are one with Him, and Co-partners, 
each with: ahen, of, the ſame Grace. / 'From «this 
-Ground'there is'no Member:of «Chriſt that can. ſay, - 
He hath not Need of another's{Help ;/ becauſe: the 
We Spirit of God, by which they--are united into one 
$ :Body, conveys: ed Operation'through one; to;ano- 
ther,” as it epleaſeth Him *; which prrit-of « God (is 
«the 2rww' Life of 'the Weak, 2s-well.as of the Strong, © 
Was He pl W's to revanifelt: his Power-and'\ Virtue in 
| the: 6ng or th& other, (more: or leſs, by which: by 
are rong or weak; that fo they might love, \ pity - 
[and ſympathize: each with other, bing all intereſted 
.in' the (ame Life, and whereby rm nk all one Baays 
and AMmbers one of another + 
- Hmee'it 1s, that all Things ſpoken/i 10 the Scrip- 
| *Hyres/are of true ahd proper Uſe: to every Child of 
/Gdl, -28" fart as their (Condition agrees with, or 
ſtands in" Need” of that Help, Comfort, Counſel, 
or Reptobf. mentioned. there; which is-the, he Sap of of 
he: 8p Spb-reaf* Godin all thoſe Promiſes, .Inſtr 
of Roprooty ftecorded inthe Scriptures..; as if they,” 
mn their'partioular 'Caſes had been firſt or on * 
he Bye bf«God;>when that Word was/ſpok 
rock Hiſtueeigiven, itwhat it will. 7/ F =. 
unto Yew (faith Chriit ſpeaki ing tothe /P'welve' $)-7 
-fay'to Ally watch; for evhatſoever Things were written 
"afore" Hmipt3 "Others, avere auritten for our Learning 
(as the” Apoltle: Alls: the Church of | the ,Romars, 
nv.iyif e127 4 We, through Patience, und Com- 
: forts of the oooh: 'baue the ſame Enjoy- 
CN tat ponds ds Tioy had, ne ql 
intefeſted 15in-*t gs: Ga who” by TW t 
breathes Orohidany Inflaence of /thi cube Grove 
of Patches Laſt, as He 'did:to: them'to 
FOUE HIRE LF cn, EN: " : "whom , 
4 Cor. xii, 31, + Rom, ai..z- + Marked? gy, 
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A 'whom-the'Spirit}-'thrbk ughthe '$eriptuteg had for. 
E -+merlyfpokens::- And th Ein ſatne Ward, being the | 
(Inſpiration of | the Bpiriez 'bloweth whete it Niſkeh 
[and the Sound thereof is gone forth-' ifito all the 
World, andthe. Spirit,” Drift, ' Stape and Uſe of the 
{Words of Life;''to the. End '6f the 'Earth'; fo far 
JN Spirit which- breathed it begets any Soul into - 
'the* Life of Union with God in "Feſus' Chrift,” who'is 
the ABS Ward, and' Mind of the Eternal Father, 
from who all the Children > Adoption receive their 
Being and Birth, through the Goſpel - of *that on 
begotten Son of God: ſpiritually. ſhed abroad jtnb 
their Hearts.'” So that everyone who 'is/ .Chrift's 
_ may ſay,” the Hiſtory of © the Seriptures is for me, 
'the Prophets are mine; the Apoſtles |are mine, and 
all their Prophecies 'and Preachings, all Promiſes, 
Reproots'and Comforts, Counſels, Warnings and | 
*Exatnples, 'the Goſpel. under Meſer's Vail, | and as 
4it ſhines inthe Tewhings and -Miractes of -Chrift 
and his Apoſtles; all” Things,” all Perſons, Pau, 
' Apalits, Cephas,' Life and Death'are the Truimtory of | 
ny Happineſs; {Things paſt, preferit''and-to come 
are mine; and for my Uſe Ag: ' Advantage 3 becauſe 
_ the Spirit”: -which| worketh-in- and by all theſe is 
mine; and Chriſt,” to: whom't 'come; -and whom 1 
 iferve-18 mine, and''Chrift is G64; and his Gol 
and Father is ©mine, 'becauſe'! T am His,” Heir and 
\C6-heir-with Hitn®;- Let! ſuch a> Privilege! cauſe 
the Soulito-cry-oit,* Breathe, O"'Spiver 3* \open (your: 
Felvesg''O' ble erin 'and - winter ime- with: all 
_—_— aching: Let'' myſteriogs'Grace poſ- 
3 "my" "Underſtanding; powefful Wiſdom from 
God; inthe ryan Ac maks/ me' wie 'to Salva: 
xion! \Let'Streagth=nd' Virtne from on High ren 
Soth\Spitit, Soul and\Bbdy'to all'Power'af*a Spi- 
ritual Mindj/chat E pen ge,” mo with 'all 'Saints 
what” '4s: 'the Height,” Leingi,?: e and: Breadt | 
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che Lovnof Go! in Chuiſt, and behuile; amongſt 
= ;8hen0tbe For- lation,of the, {po/ile: and! Pro- 
Wt! Chns/ ihiniſelf zbtang; my drone fone; 200d, Þjs 
= Power enlivening mme...to. every;good::Word.:and 
| Workgthrovgh-that common. Salvation wrought by 
Hiag, forievety Member. of his Body z/apwngw 
1 foam, alowed. torclaim my/Sharecin'the” Sherie- 
angof iLight,: through. the; Faith-and Patience-of 
the-Sariptures, and "Leſtimony. of Jeſus,. My Lond: 
WW -;- Abrobar's: faith. was IE upon the.C 
W whichGod made; with Him, fa gs [will he.; th 
all, andthe God 0 Y 'thy | Seed WW hich-. Faith: —_ | 
farther eanfirmed by the Sign -Circumeifun; that 
| Ws adged to:that-Covenant,. \ trjied:yet further, _ 
by; offering. up, .his-.Son.z+ in all, which: He.had the | 
Viinkbutneſs of (God. and his-free Grace*and., Power - 
inatis Eyes and ſaw-;Chriſt's: Day _a-far-off therein; 2M 
he it js 'probable;. he ſaw. not... diſtinEtly. the 
very. Manner..of Chriſt's coming in-.the. F leh, m_ 4 
the Manner-'of {his Death;ang. Reſurrections yet 
Wraipabdo the Subſtance of the-Qovenant of God's | 
ree-Graces: and: in;his:Wiſdom.and , Power. to þ 
SpÞplith the Game/in,his own, Wa -& and Time, 
himst> embrace that: Covenant, (4o;difpenſed;! and 
tothat-Meaſurediſcovered):;deriving, Inxereſt in.God 
10His;90ul,.and the Righteouſneſs ;of - Juſtification 
| thereby} iwhich-che Spirit; doth record in the; Scrip- 
ws t9gde-. th ſame./\uf 
ED Eybneſs #2 ive; ſhould, and fo did 
torts lg: putiforth. dtfelt- Kupoh, Ghrift, dead 
Ad riſen,*andolpiy the; Power:and, Truth of God 
thereingi v6nfiran-.and aftually/rexequte, in the 
Perſon af —_—_ pon Poor and: bony rg of; Fo 
| aung to; g' 821g. @ppiyeng 
Abrrupeſorandniting iAderi ta: Godin he Mes 
of Gaidpnd Salnations And theichors it: is Pond 


tobe: Mobigouae® is now-ihbpated-td Believers/as 
was to Hime * ; becauſe the Nature of their Faith, 
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and. the $i abſtance 'of the 'Obje& of that Faith ate 
-one and the fame; In-the F: 2xciſe of which they 

_ enoalk; in his Steps *; and' ſo,are- juſtified with believing | 
' Abraham, and inherit 'his Bl: ng ++. 

And thus the”. Seriptures, in |the_Tpititual Uk 
eivfedl, do run through all I viſbly Gif ly different D iſpen- | 
-Fations, Adminiſtrations, - I ces and Caſes of 
_ 1the Saifits, with one 'and the ſame inviſible Scope, a 
ſecret Tendency, agreeable'to the State of Godlincs, 
-and relating'to.all Perſons within that 'State,' in al 
\ Times and Ages; and-ſtand anſwerable to the Na- 
*ture of all future Caſes ard Experiences of the'Saints; 
-which makes )the \whole” Scriptures __— were 
-written afo! ettime "to be''of a perpetual” preſent Uſr, | 
rom the Beginning to to" the Trad "ol 'of' ge olume, 
So aid Mifes of old. t;, and fo 'faid 'Fohn many | 
:Hundred Years after $.. So 'that all Scripture is 

iven for'a' perpetual kt by Doftrine, ep | 
phages and Infſtru&ion' in Righteouſneſs, in 
-order to the'perfedting” of the'Saints'}]." | 

_ "And this' brings/in again the ©Confideration of 
-the'wonderful Condeſcenfion of: God;-who, though 
'He be ivi/ible, yet doth" (in a'Sort) become vijibl 
in the'Word : There the Life of God is manifeſted, 
iovel that hidden” Life which enlivens the'new Man; 
(5t- expioſeth itſelf 'to' be '*/rer, heard and' handled by 
the” T houghts of Worm-Iike Maii'q. 
©:Gbq;*who'was pleaſedto'manifeſt Himſelf in 
[the'F leſh, has carried on a Correſpondent "Method, in 
ia Way faitable'to Humanity, ever ſince the Ref: 1 
ration was promiiſed to the Seed ' of the Woman, 
"TheS Wit brit 's forth” all it's "ſpecial Operations, 
_ -3rthe Exereifſe bf Man's Watire,”R Reaſon, o_ 
Be wil, Aﬀettiens "alid' "Palſions." T 
OT PRSTITT AO -+ 7 YI Y " | eriptos 
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MW crpturs ſeem to boſpeak nothing (ofe Times) but 


s 


in, through all ſeveral Cafes that could fall out iri 
WT hings. out. of Himſelf, doth ftill manage"them, 


Wand Power created the Being of all Things, fo 
Wis Providence and H/:/dor: do create the continual 
WDiſpoling and Ordering of all Things; Tcreate Feru- 
WW /alem a Rejoicing, ſaith the Lord * : And therefore, 
Whaving created a new thing in the Earth, that a Woman 


| Diſcovery. and Application of that Myſtery, and 
Woops down into all the Senſes, Paſſions and Aﬀec- 
Wtions of human Nature, and brings forth the Myſtery 


runs through tle whole Hiſtory of outward Provi- 
Wdences ; and through every Branch of d/es's Law,. 
Win all the Sacrifices, every. Part of the Tabernacle and 


Ball the Faculties of the rational Soul, as the Power 


ken to Man, or of, or by Man in the; Scriptures : 
Which 1s ſpoken, not to ſhew only. what Man's na- 


o 


: 


works in them; which is. delivered. to us by the. 


Wh: Dl I 


Ic, Izv, 18, | 4 Jer, 
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of SALVATION. ty. 
wan . 'ay. was only. fit- 
od as Sheath for the Sword of the Spirit to;be carried: 
Man's Condition.  God,. who | brought forth: all 
Wd uphold then; for He is the Life. As his Pur- 


buld compaſs a Man +, He works cceatngly in the. 


Wof the new . Creation, under the ; Vail and external , 
Uſe of the Matter of the: firſt. Creation ;- which 


Temple, and through every Diſpenſation, and among. 


fof Loſe ſtriving againſt. Death, and-- Light againſt 
Darkneſs ; which is the Scope of what we find ſpo- _ 


Wtural Lboughts: are, but how. the Spirit of Gods 
Works in their 'Thoughts, Words, and 4ftions, or 
bow the' Spirit of | Satari naturally and finfully. 


Spirit.of. God, ſometimes by. the Rules of Dorine 
nd HFor/bip, ſometimes: by. Comforts, Inſtruftions, 
W-xbortations,.. Reproofs, and Threatnings; and 
Wometimes by Examples and Experiences'acted upon 
Wc Perſons of Good and Bad, and ating in them, 


I. + # - 
r . 
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This ion of the Spirit of-the 7u/er zl 
the $nt begets all:the Convincements, Heart-Scarch. . 
ings,. Prayers, Groans, Cries, Sighs,. Con:ſc 'ts, 
Entouragements,. and Conqueſts, which we fu 
exerciſed in the, Hearts. ot. the People of God, 
throughout | the Scriptures, ſhewing as/in a Glals 
the Combat-betwixt the Seed gf the Serpent, and. 
the Seed of the Woman; 8. x eſtabliſung Faith, | 
and Afﬀurance of the Victory by Zefus Chr: _ who 
is the Captain of their Salvation. _ | 

And God has recorded theſe. Things, 1n thi. 
Manner, in the Word, that all the People of Gol 
may read the whole of 'their preſent State and. 
Work adted in the Scriptures, by the Inſpiration of 
the Spirit, which now breathes Workings of a. 
| like Nature in their Hearts. The leaſt Groan can- 
not. be loſt, it is part of the. Lamb's War; nd 
therefore ;there (is a Blefling in- it. - If_the infinite 
Purity, Power. and Holineſs of God did reveal them- 
ſ:ives. only. to. the Underſtanding, they would ei. / 
ther diſtract - and confound. the >0u], or harden it 
by abſolute Deſpair; and therefore the infinite Ex-,] 
cellency.. of . God. deſcends. into the human Nature! 
' of Chriſt, {that. it. might overſhadow, - and work in 
the "Hearts. of. the Saints, {® who are: his Myſtical 
Body). by, the Spirit.in.the Scriptures, .in the Way 
of an, In/{m# and, new Principle. ar ſing from that 
5 Hir? tual. Ctr ae betwixt. Hmm and them in- 
Goſpel. . 
pg >Gleby oY The Rejedtion of of 'th "a Calpe), al 


Chrift's Os 
fee 77% "EL 8 4 I 
of ns 2  Condefernjn, of God. - He. ſecs a Ne- 

the Pride of- Man's Heart knows. how to digeſt; | 


- and therefore the humble and contrite ones get molt 
of. his- TAI * *, The Soul who loves oy 
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þ yatieves his” Cindfeenſion,” In'this Def /aha », 
Wh thereof, can never be too low. for Rehef, | 
he Manner of Chriſt's": coming into' the Fleſh Pg | 
| the Deſpicdblenels' of his Perſon, i in His "34G j 
1/Death, ſeriouſly conſidered, and the 8, an : 
-which He bleſt and left to Us, Ive no_ Encou- _ 
ement'tothe' 1/7 iam 'of the # mb, ., The, Way 
carnal Wiſdom "is to do great Things by. great 
eans; | but the 7#3/dom” of God doth great Things = 
ſmall and deſpicable Means '* ; and ſo confound- 
the Wiſdom of the. Wiſe ; ; as the Apoſtle 
wes; 1 Cor. 1; from Yer. 2oth. ' forwards. Were”... 
Truth of this Myftery of God's Comer crea I 2 
ly taken up, it would ſpoil that repining Dejec- 
n which" torments the Saints about their L nwor- *._ 
neſs; and* Thankfulneſs would accompany all ' 
ir Groans towards Him. He is as low as the © + 
eſt, and their 1Vay carmot be hid from Him, though _ 
be þ and b oy, and the Creator of the Ends Tf, 
Earth +. * The very Kernel of the GoſpePs Glory 
in the Extremeneſs of his Condeſcenhon in Ne 
ay of faving Man, His Deſign is to exalt his 
ry to the higheſt Heavens, by the unſpeakable. 
wneſs of his {tooping, throughout all the Day 
Grace. 'He' doth by | his Spirit, wait, weep, 
Ve, grieve,” figh, ſuffer and complain in the Hearts 
his People ; figuratively, He is faid to do ſuch 
ings alſo Himſelf on their Behalf ;- their weak 
Ith is mighty through Him who works it, and 
p tarrees  brs* Lambs in his | Arms, His- infinite © 
ratneſs 'is not at all the Cauſe of any lng. 
ance/betwixt Him and Mankind 'in this Da 
ace ; but thecarnal and unbroken Pride and pf | 
& of a ſelf-righteos, careleſ(Y, '1 gnorant,” unbe- © 
ing Heart,” a 1k = 9 in Families, "ads 


ink - 4d * 


Sam, xvi.'6, FD Ixxviit. 70, 7 1-2 Kings, 6 9 
% tg. tIfa, xl, 7; wn 29,mlyii. 157 . wor 
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8: A Pritftt Diſowrſe 


ad. [Noopeth "down to” 'brohgout thaſe wbh3- are lint 
-w:ith-and ſenſible. of. their Chains, ; bat the Rebolink 
dpell ri a dry Kand*, © PU a4 24 


-Sighs, and puts t 
He: createth Jewels for) himſelf-out of the Dung. 
Hill,, and rakes; thenr together into his CabiterF, 
When thou fainteſt, He fainteth not; Ita. x], 2M, 
4. tk Lie down.upon Him, view the Travel thy 


 fay, How unſearchable are his' Underſtanding an 
.Condeſcenfiaon! How undeſervedly, how almigh. 
_ tily, how completely,” freely and thoroughly am | 
op led þy his\ Grace,, and led* along this preſent 


Outs 


. . 
—_ wh ng % 
5 


E +34 ' eherbof. : the firſt converting-Work, and Co- 


.- exciſe, till he opens his. Hand, and fills the Soul 


Here, is #/ Reſt indeed, O'ni confuſed. Heart i” 
. that, heard: the Moan of Ephraim* 4, 'hears thy 


| | _ Power, and condeſcending compaſſionate Faithful. 
= ! "Oh, ,the Depth of the Wiſdem'and Knol 


_ 7 Tim. and through Him, and to Him are ul 
ba 


> Preph Rt? tures; and although rhe Princip of 


-Oh, Tet this. Truth viſit a, A fave: mel 


oan';. hears my confuied Cries,” *picks up al tiy 
em in A Bottle of Remembrahuat, 


has made in. the Perſon of ' Chriſt and in the 
ord of his:' grace throughout the Scriptures, a 


/1lderneſs* by. the 'Right-Hand of infinite Care, 


: Gat 7 Mp riches thereof ! Flow unſearchable an 
Tudgments, and His Ways paſt finding out! Fi 


"gs : ,to wha be Glory for ever ; 

Godin Fol F  Althouph God has laid the Fas 
+l Te "(dition of :. aith: never ſo ſure in the 
{ug ts Fs Perſon of Chriſt, and fo in Hin, 
dive: & __ as it ſtands revealed in the Serip 


Advantage Believing be planted in the Heart 


venant-cloſure with Jeſus Chiift; 
yet every Min of Faith is ſtill kept in''the Power 
of 2 Mgt ie Will, "and lies lock*d\ up from any Ex- 


with 


* Pſa. "Re?" 6: 'Y Jers xxxi, 48. Þ Pſa. Iv. ; 
3 Mala, iii, eas CXli1, - 6. 8.1] Rom, xi» 3 


ir Ends; 'v1Z. 


in every: Part ; that his- People might" -be. "rich; 'arſd 
et none-of them able toi ſay, 14y Goods are increaſed; 
U have need of nothing * ; "han He "YI appear-to be, 

W:.ot -only the" Author :of their Li 


WLifc.of the new. Creature mi kt not. be at'the leaft 
WE Diſtance from the Heart of Chriſt. As the'Flante 


| Miifture deſcending from the Head, "Telus Chriſt, 


Believer's State, but rather tends to aſſure the ſame, 
by a frequent ſend - kray Soul to God in Chriſt, 
by whom it is eſtab] 

2. It gives: Check to all allowed Sin, and turning 


$ be any where, but where He Himfelf is. 
3- And as Breathings are Tokens of Life, ſo do re- 
newed Influences witneſs the Reality » Life, ariling 
from. the Union of the Soul Levy hriſt, 


Diſtance from Chriſt, left the Breath of Life 
withdraw,” and the . Soul faint inſenfibly, and fall 
into. the Mire. of a defiled Mind, and ſo into linful 
| Adtians, and a wounded Conſcience." bY HE 


Heart ;-left the Locks of Communion with'God's 
influential Preſence ſhould be cut, and Strength be 


than-by. Faith it derives Vigours from the E cart and 
aaa Chyiſt. Bf #4 7 


| | * SALVAT hO, N. oo. 
with, good-'] T hiogs.. And this GodUorh for cingu- 
1, That God might be be traty* Alt; in PL y mY ts | 


but of the. 
WBreathing of their Breath alſo ; and that the whole 


of the Candle cannot live- without the Wick; fo 
is it impoflible that  Farth,, or Refreſhment 9 Heart ; 
can-live.one Moment, without. Supply of radical 


Which doth not at all ſhew the Uncertainty of a 


the Grace. of (God into Wantonneſs; becauſe He | 
will not ſuffer the: Refreſhment of his Grace to 1 


4- It alſo tends to make the Soul watchful againſt | 


5::Itleaves.no Room for Sloth, or. Slicoinck of 
gone;'for.no. Comfort or $treng th lives an longer, F 


Es: oh oF "6. ts. 
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+12, Q, It repreſents Mercy purely, ag.it:ſheweth;' 
;, thei; Standiu g-0f-4- {> ne 9 IEy = 
Pleaſure of God, and;doth. neceſſitate the. Sou] to he 
a | reſigned Attendant upon the. mere/Will of Gy. 
.;and fo allures the Soul, by a neceſlary.Conqueſt 
_Loys,'-not to live-to it{elf, but: to. the-pure Will 
.Hlim who. died,, and roſe again, and-(quickeng | 
- 'Fhings, By which -Refignment;/unto- Merey, i 
.xeſts on the Heart of . Chriſt, and all the Fulne(s x Wl 
God that is:there. vols: Lb $5411 
Fu [t gives Ground of Hope in fad Hours - for, 


- 


- -as the Clouds come,-ſo,they go, There is Hy 
» ef :aTrec, (faith lakes it be eut down, that » 
' will prout again,\thraugh the reviving: Moiſture ot the 

uRoct *., Ard: wphy art: thau « : op . faith Dail 
_ . to his Soul; { fball yet -praiſe Hin +. And beſides 
- ,.,* 8, This-Coming, and Going of the Spirit's In. 
© , fluence is as a Fan, which..blows. and brings forth 
. +:4he Luſtre ofall Graces, .Hereby: Patience, Wait- 

. .,ing,'and :Hope arc exerciſed; Faith and Love are 

© Exerciſed; and every; Grace gets:(as it were) a fje- 

-_ , +» quent new. Birth. in. the Soul; and :the fpiritud 

=” _Fondneis of the Love 1s revived, -and not ſuffered 

to die, Every new: Breath of .:the Spirit is a new 
Application: of the Soul's Ingrafture: into Chriſt, 
and DNemonſtration.of His, Power ; and it is arrayed 
afreſh, as-in- the Day of it's firſt Zſpouſals, _ 

...9, And laſtly, it gives. Aſſurance of the Reſur- 
_ +: Fection-of: the Body, of, which every Reſurrection 
| "by Faith and. Hope, freely viſiting the Heart, and 

T >riviging it again to God, | is the Fore-runner., 

” ; While my: Meditations are muſing and expatiating 

. after the-inyiſtble God, and would fain comprehend 
his Way, methinks 1 receive a Check from Zophart, 

 Canſt.thou by: ſearching. find aut Gad,  canſt thou find 

' out the Almighty to Perfettion ? It is high as Ho 


z 
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| # Job. xiv. 7, 9. + Pfa, xliii. 5. { Job. xi. 746 
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8 1/0ramftithou' do's Deeper thir Hell, © Thad can 
ſ 60 _ Þ ns pe :revealed: Word; eg 

W in /the/Patience and 'Comfort of the'Bctiptures, hve 
by Hope,  No\Flehitan fer: God and biverr Poor Man 
would be wife, and! ſee the: Upſhot of all' 'F hings, 
but'the:V eſſe of! his Underſtanding cannot hold'1t, 
Salvation/by;Chriſt-has one Kind.of x ra et here, 
WS another Kind+hereafter; - Here, \it-is;a Kingdom of 

W Patinice and Hope, but there, a Kingdom of g/ortous 
Enjoyment ; here is-the Zarnef?, there is the' Fitlneſs, 
When I would” look over, 'and fee ſome Glimpies 
of Canaan, a Fordan © of 'Nifficulty ſtands in the 
= Way. What an Adyenture-is it, to.go down into 

| the ſeep of Death, and the Jaft concluding Change ? 

| This is the laſt and great” I riab of Faith, to venture 
all my Hope in Eternity at 6ne- Caſt; '\to-expetÞ to { 
find the ſame Godin Chriitbeyond the great Gu] ph, / 
; who appears on-this Side by the Spirit of his Grate ; 
to enjoy the ſame | God to PerfeCtion, whoſe Name 
IT tow call upon by Prayer, ''O that viftorious . 
Faith which claſpeth about that Love, from-which KB 
- neither Life nor Death, Things prefſent' nor to come | 
' could divide * 1  ] may not” preſumputouuſly go up 
*1nto the {awunt, but be content a while with }41- 
- derneſs-Wotk; there remaineth a Reſt, Return 

- again, O' my: Soul, to thy labouring,' waiting State; 
be upon thy Watch, the Morning | cometh by and 
' by. Be not afraid tohave thy Night 2060s into 
Day, and all thy Weakneſs intd PerfeRion ; only 
| abour out thy "Paſk, and work out thy. Salvation with 
fear and trembling, ' in this Day of Faith and\'Hope. 
Am bcalled 'to Work and travel? ' - How ſhall T 
- undergo this 'Paſk? Contemplation'only | is not 
the Werk of - my twelve Hours ;/ and oh, for Free- 
+ dom of Heart and Underſtanding, that I may ac- 
| Ccompliſh my Work, my Hireling's Day? Alas ! 
i | {4 I; 4 | | | dear 


/ 
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dear Chrift, T am willing to work-thy Works, ti 
would never be out: of thy Sight. May 1 'not talk 
with "Thee, and look upon thy Face, and'yet wet | 
_ too ? The Preſence of my Chriſt makes any To 
to be perfe&t Freedom,” (1 i oo » 
- 'Methinks T can more eaſily find;” in fome Mea; 
ſure, my Work throughout the whole "Scripturg 
(though that neceflarily requires alſo the 'Teaching 
of the Spirit) than I can'know how to compoſe my 
Heart to keep the Faith of Union and Communion 
with God freſh; and fo- to work and labour, in 
the Strength of that Fellowſhip, whatever I do in 
the World. When TT am'earneſt in Contemplation, 
I fear I fail in' the Matter of Action; when I am 
acting, I fear loſing the Marrow of my Commu- 
'nion with my God. Here lies Divine Skill to put 
- both theſe together, as being of the ſame Nature, 
and tending to the ſame End; each of them helping, 
- and not hindring one another. And to this End1 
defire Help from on High, to find out my Way and 
| Method, that I may 'fo run, that 1 may at length 
- Snith wy Courfe with Joy. TT oi nh 
How to. hold Com. - I'b< Spring of all Chriſtian 
munion with Gag Converſation is juftifying Faith, 
inworldly Buſine which cleanſeth the Soul and 
e FO ts quickens it at the ſame Time, 
by- Union with Jeſus Chrift : And as, in the Or- 
der of Nature, Life is firſt infuſed, before any 4c 
tio of Life can appear ; fo Faith, being the accept- 
mg and digeftmg - Virtue which receives (in a Way 
of ſpiritual Digeſture) Jeſus Chriſt, as the Bread 
of Life, doth cleanſe and "fave the Soul : Which | 
new Life' puts forth AEtions of it's own Nature; 
which Actions 'do add a Perfeftion of Grewth and 
fam ation, but not of Eſſence to that new Life ' 
of Juſtification, Regeneration and Reconcilement. 
All good Works of a holy Converſation are the 
Improvement of that Life, but neither the Cauſe, nor 


fatter 
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Pe TW 16.) The: 'Carſe:6f it | is» the mere Grace 
and Favourof God *:;; the Matter: of this Life is 

the! Spirit 6f Jeſus/ Ohriſt -quicknitig |the | Soul; 
through Union with It ; and (from thenee*-grows. 
| Afich, as: hong ___ Brercifs of the Life of the, 
| few Man, ++ +: a A Seek 
? $0: that! ty-more or leſs Friqppbvotet® mat not 
bring to” queſtion the-Effence of this Life ; the 
leaſt, Action” ' denotes Life as well as 'the greateſt; 
though the 'Y igour thereof be in a different Meat 
fure : And if I doubt of Life, I cannot'produice 5t' 
Aftion. Leaves will not put Life 'into' the 
[reez but-I am in that Caſe; by Soul-refigt ghing* 
and Self-renouncing Recumbency of Heart, to:reby:; 
ipon Chriſt; te receive Life from Him. All Life h | 
C. 
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H les in the Root, and contes thence: by naked be* 

| heving; whereby God, through Chrilt, vents his» 

[ own Li ife by mere Grace by my 9oul, that all-At&s" 
tions of Holineſs may be no other than the Life of” 
God working-in mes 

Now, "that the Soul may both enjoy it's Com! 
munion with God, and'atfo work with. Vigour the- 
Works of Righteouſneſs in ar active Converſa-- 
| tion, there mult be Order and Un:formity in every” 
Aion, ſuitable tothe Spirit of Communion with: 
God, 'Without Order there can. be no Peace, but” n 
Confuſion +; and without Uniformity 'alfo, "arfi_s* = 
from. the Root of Union that is between "the = MM 
tion and the Spirit- of 'the Actor, there cart be. no Bl 
Peacez for Unity breeds! Peace" f, by making. + 
Things differ-nt'or: diſtinguifhable to agree in- one, 
by ſome* common and uniting Likeneſs or» other.” 
And becauſe this Uniformity feems naturally to of- 
fer! itſelf to: Conſideration in; the figfh' Place, i" 
would HES few Thoughts ”— upon its ORE MAY s $3e 
| | <p all 
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< Ii all;Chriftian and: morally good Aftions, {for. 
'bearing to; ſpeak of ungodly: Adtions, which az 
-plainly: oppolite to the Spirit of Holineſs). no Ac. 
tiong. though it be in itſelf materially good, ought 
tobe left tots. own. Swing, but always onght to 
 _,moveiinizhe Hand of the Spirit, as -it gives Direc 
_ rien by; [Jand . ſuitable tothe, Word... The natur; 
Motion:of -a Wheel is to run downwards ; yet we 
read, 'Ezeh. i. 19.20.21, that the Spirit of the 
living Creature being /in the Wheels, it guided the 
:Wheels; from. their-natural Motion, to the Plea- 
ſure and;Will of the Spirit that was in the Wheels; 
up-or dawn; hither: or thither, as. the Spirit moved 
them.. . 'The Spirit and the Wheels were made one 
in Motion, by:Reaſon of their Union. And eyen 
fo in all good Actions, ſpiritually performed, there 
1s;an- Union betwixt the Princaple of Holineſs in the 
new: Man, and the outward Aim that is done; 
which forms the Action into an homogeneous Suita- 
. blenefs to that inward Principle, and prevents Dit- 
cord; betwixt the. Action and the. Principle. Thus 
it was with Fob, when he ſaid, 1/y Heart ſhall nt 
reproach me*, And hence comes a, peaceable Exe- 
cution of any Aion, when:the P: inciple of Holi- 
neſs does ſpirit the Action, and the Action out- 
| wardly manifeſts. a juſtifyin þ Concurrence with the 
Principle, in ,and: by; which it .a&ts, the Aon and 
the. Pranciple;.having "the fame.. united "T'endency to 
1 And as: Union and Symphony betwixt a gracious ef- 
ficient Pyzinciple ,and a gracious, Attion render it a 
comfortable Seryice,; whatever the. Work be which 
is. done; 1o:the Qrder ,betwinti theſe two doth add a 
further : Supply, -to.carry 'on a Heavenly Converſa- 
tion here;on. Karth. The Goodneſs of every Adin. 
(9 to Comfort. in. the Execution thetens) ariſeth 
from Communion with God, for whom, and to 
whom that Action and Service is performed. 
<= ©: # Job x80 be 7 Although 
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{Although both te the Exerciſe. of the New Muang 
exch-of their acts in it's own Orders the:H::: rt. 
is Afft.under: true Warmth within, and then the fuit- 
able. Diſcoveries+ do / follow. © J#ile {avas muſmng 
ſaith; David) the Fire burned, and then fpake 'T with my 
Fe *,” A'good' Action, loſeth it's-inward Beauty, 
'when- it keeps not its'inſide- Order; it is numbred 
amongſt -dead-Works, and moves: bit in a- ghaſtly 
Mannet, . when. the Spirit within moves:noet. firſt; 
much like to the irrational 'Actions of a-Man who 
| walks up and down, and talks: by'ſome Strength-of 
Fancy, when: he is in a dead Sleep all:the While. 
But when the Root of Communion with. God bears 
the Soul forth unto Fruitfulneſs inany Service, [that 
Service is comely ; becauſe it fprings.naturally from 
a Spirit of Faith in the new Man, and carries along 
the Nature of the new Man wr whatſoever 1s done. 
| Theſe two being obſerved, woutd- ſo carry on 
the Courſe of Chriffianity, 'that/ in the'various Af- 
fairs of. this Life, inward Peace would-not be bro- - 
ken; there would be Readineſs at all 'T imes to pray, 
| praiſe and rejoice. "Thus 45raham ang | Exch wal- 
ked' with God, and this is:the ' glorious Promiſe; 
| They ſhall walk up anddrwn in the Name ofthe Eardy. _ 
All good Actions; being thus' rootedandg ordered, KB 
have the Glory of (30d in their Eye, and run forth  F 
in Way of Duty, and carry with them the Encou-. 
ragement of Acceptance with God; And although, 
the Actions of ſuch a Man may viſibly 'be without 
ſucceſs, yet his Heart js never wrung: with Diſap- 
pointmegwt z+becauſe his ſecret f@brmunion with, 


ind SulfeRtion to the Will:of God (this being the 
ps Purpoſe'of his Heart ial be ack) -ne Liju 
wm into.a toly Reſt; and maintaigs af: Inclination 
to work ſti} without Repiniing, becduſe'be is al- 
lured his/J/ork as not in vain in'thi\ Derdi'' So far as. 
2B od 433? rut. (91 7." xJ 
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| the Will of God-appears, he is quiet'with-Joy, he. } 
EF Cauſcithe Pleaſure of his Work' hies'in doing God } 
F Will, :and/ fot his own. Communion with Go : 
makes up-every Breach with "an All-ſufflciency, | 
| Difappomtmehts do"fock him up within the Sanc. | 
tuary-of God, and keep the'Soul at Home, in the 
pure Taſtes of that Communion with God in which 
it lives %; in a Readineſs to every /good'/Work. Hi 
good Actions, though ſmall as wu of cold Wa. 
ter, or ſucceſsleſs, as Tſaiah's preaching ſeemed to 
him to be +, yet cannot"be loſt; becauſe Commu- 
 nion with 'God| cannot *be loſt; in the Virtue of 
Which thoſe Works were done through Jeſus Chrift, 
The Soul } hg © But while'T am thus travelling 
file of a cald. through the Conſideration of ſeveral 


Te hg OD Privilepes:redounding to a Believer, 
oa BBe x7, & andthe Wa of F rulifuneſwtherein 
F feet (methinks) many cold Fits to' ſeize upon me. 
As it was in the Day that Abraham was troubled 
_ with: the Fowls which fell upon the Carcaſes which 
God commanded him-to.divide for Confirmation of | 
his Promiſe; which, Abraham drove away till the | 
: Sun went:down;.andwhen a deep' Sleep, and Hor- 
_ For: of great+*Darkneſs fell upon him, then, cven 
then did: afreſh Afurance of: the Covenant break 
. forth upon:him $* 'So, while I am! in Purſuit of 
: this Salvation of ' God, TI 'find' the Clouds gather 
-, - about me; I find not the'-ſame ſenſible Entertain- 
 - ment of this Salvation itn my Heart, as ſometimes 
-F have-found; my Soul" is filled with Guilt and 
Weakneſs; 'and therefore E-am forced, to 'retire 
back from purſuing the neceſſary and. practical Me- 
ditations about the Cenverfation of 'Godlineſs for a 
+ Seaſon, left I leave an Enemy at my. Back that 1s. 
| ready to'invade'me, which' Enemy if it pleaſe the 
Lord to fcatter by his Spirit, I ſhall be more able 
"048 | | 5-0 attempt 
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F age the Meditations of the Works of 'Holiz 
| neſs, -(b<fides having freſh A@ivity'to put -on the . 
lh of Fruitfulneſs. in the  Gerview which 
| 6we to Jeſus' Chriſt my Lotd) than, "thinks, for 
the preſent Lam. © "5 
' Inward , Rejoicing and Piaet have. betrt” much 
bruiſed, ' for certain Days, by Weakneſs, Guilt 
and DiftraQtion that have feized on my Heart ; there 
they lie like a Mountain of Lead. When my 
Thoughts would turn inwards, I hear Nothing but 
Ontcries of Accuſation and Guilt poſſeſſing my 
Heart; T can find no Shelter at Home, I am force@ 
to fl Abroad for a Lodging, for Company, and 
Food.” EF am now invited to renew ' myſelf a Neft 
Hons my own Heart. My Heart is grown hard, 
dark and weak ; it prevails againſt m ; Pobp Senſe 
of Divine Preſence; and while it is thus filled with: 
the Clamours of Death and Confuljods, methinks E 
hear the Spirit and Bridegroom ſay, * Come, ariſe, 
& this is not your Reſt: Launch forth ng gh - cy 
< Ocean of Free Grace, and let not th | 
* tion hanker towards thyſelf ; though Lk Plefh faih 
® and thy Heart fail, yet Gut 7s the Strength of the 
* Heart, and thy Portion "og ever My Work is to _ 
go forth; and Oh! that T could make x fair Eſcape 
to Him who ftands upon the Shore to receive me 
It is not a few Meditations that will do it ; it needs 
x Redeemer's Hand to fetch me "outs and pull me 
up. 
| The Delight of the New Man {© 
1s, *to'be vg the Government The Sou fi is on 
of the Spirit only ; and all the 'f nd "= 
Ifues of the Spirit flow from the [ib pines » 70 je jr. 
Heart of Chriſt only, by which Ghrift eng 
| the Heart of a Believer is made new in Him: This”: 
Newneſs lies eſpecially in the Spirit of a Believer, 
which complies with the Spirit of God in the Wit-" 
neſs of Adoption, even while the Coptradiction of 
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- defiled- Nature warreth againſt it; / And. upon « 
fingle Conſideration of: this Intereſt and Union. he. 
ooh Chriſt and'the Soul yielding itſelf to vg 67 
.newing. of 'his Spirit, doth Faith forth, | 
claim Foreign Aid, viz. the Aid of Jelus'6 Chr, | 
to. whom \it- is united in: Conveyance. of which © 
:Aid; (Chriſt . firſt takes the Soul more cloſely into 
the Virtue of .that Union, that every, Crurhb of his 
'Help may:truly favour of that Relation which is be 
twixt. 4 2h and the Soul, through the New Cove. 
.nant;z and gives out no ſaving and effetual Aid 
otherwiſe than as the. 'Produdt. and Offspring of 
that Union : That ſo Chriſt:may. be: all-in all, as 
the Treaſury and efficient Cauſe of all Relief ; and 
that the: Soul, through ſpiritual Union only, might 
derive that Relief to itſclf by. Faith :: And as the 
Foundation of the Union lies on free Grace, fo the 
Application thereof, and the abundant Help ariſing 
thene*, are carried on wholly -through the Method 
of the fame Grace ; for Faith can converſe with No- 
_ thing (in order to "the: Life of the New Man) but 
Free Grace only in the Promiſe. - F 
- The very Nature of free Promiſes moktits to the 
Sou] the Conſideration of all Relief to lie originally 
in God, and that the Soul-js invited thither only 
to obtain it; and cannot poſhbly return oy For | 
the Diſpenſing of which 7a wg to the Sons of Men, 
God manifeſts Himſelf in- the: Perſon'of the Son; 
who dwells in human Nature, diſplaying the Evi- 
dence of this Grace. in the Goſpel, - and by his Spi- 
rit perfwades the Soul. to. believe, accept and un-' 
prove 6p ud "1: 

"And a Soul, den thon perfwaded that his Life 
lies in+Cbrift, - upon a free. Covenant -.grounded in 
God's: Deqxve,” and :eſtabliſhed 'oni / free / Promiſes, 

. may . not to; aſk" Leave of his guilty Heart, 

- Whether he be fi to lay hold on this Deliverance, 
| but muſt; wholly' confides the Freeneſs of TS | 
135 0 7-448 p o | FT ST argon 
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Pardon: 2nd. Righteouſneſs, which is in- this, new 
"and livingi way, which God hath made, and not 
Man; If Eljah had poured only on the parched 
{Earth'that was under his Feet, he could have had 
no:Argument of! Moiſture to ariſe from thence ; 
but having by.: Faith prayed to Him who governed 
the Clouds, down came the Rain, and the Drought 
. Guilt of Sin is like a Hedge, or a- Wall, that 
can eaſily-keep the Heart in Impenitency and Un- 
= belief; but” when Faith, pom * by Repentance, 

| ſeizeth on Jeſus Chriſt, it gives Wing 
of a Believer-to fly up above. all thoſe Hindrances 


» 
% 


ings to the Soul * 


of natural -Guilt and Weakneſs ; and though Sin; | 


and Death remain in his Fleſh, yet he 1s got beyond 
the Captivity of the Law of Sin, which can no 
more keep him from the Freedom wherewith Chrift- 
hath made [him free, than a Hedge can keep an 
Eagle. from ſoaring up in the Air. - The Sap which 
feeds Guilt is Unbelief; now when the Sap is with- 
drawn, the. Tree dies away by Degrees, although. 
it remains in-its Place for a Seaſon :' So is it with: 
the old Man; it cumbers the Heart a while; but 

' Chriſt;at- his Death, gave it ſuch a Wound as will. 
never be cured, till it has (by the Faith and Prayer, 
of every - Believer) bled it felf .to Death. When. 
Guilt ſeems to live moſt, and: ſo ſends. a Believer F 
afreſh to Chriſt, , then; does! Guilt die apace, and - Þ 
remains only to keep a-Believer's Faith in continual | 
Exerciſe,:and to render Chriſt precious to the Soul, 
as:cold; Weather makes a Fire. the: more comfortable- 
and pleaſant. So that while my Soul holds cloſe. F| 
to.this, 'that-Chriſt is ({upon'his own Terms) Righ- 

teouſfneſs, Pardon ad) Life to me, /by making me, |} 
his,. and he being, mine; my own Guilt becomes no... 
longer:my own,, becauſe I:am no- longer my own,; 


but his,” who 20 Boer with: his Bloed :- And Þþ| 


as/Guilt is remoyed; fo the.Fear of falling away: is' 


a Phi Die” 


| reoned; 46d" Retief gpainitU:lyfefimitis' pr. 


* 
oy ; 


: 
- 


ted by bis Life.” 


Faith only a Re 
vie again/ daily 
48 


ties. - 


mies ; but yet they are prefent Enennes, and feem- 
mg ſmaller in Stature than the great Bulk of uni. 
verfal human Guilt, the Soul of a Chriſtian is apr 
fo ſtep forth againft them in its own Strength and 
Reſolution, and ſoreturns many Times with Shame; | 
whereas the ſame Covenant which takes away the 
my Heart and State of Guilt, is that only which 
Ie a Heart of Fleſh*, and cleanſer the Soul from all 
nrighteouſnefs, I cannot therefore mortify one foot- 
Hh,” filthy, or diſtrafted Thought, without the- 
Application of the whole Power of the ſame Chriſt 
who has removed my great and condemning Guilt, 
and caſt it jrito'the Sea. T am apt foolifhly to think, 
that my great Guilt being removed, T may, in ſome. 
- Sort, take my Eafe, which -depencrates more and 
_ more into fpiritual Sloth and Unthankfulneſs: But 
mydaily Infirmities arelike fo many pricking Briats, | 
which continually afflitt me, and tet me know that 
This is m_— ONES - neither will my.own Hands | 
_ pitt away theſe Briars, but only the conſuming Fire 
of Chriff's Spitit fetting his Death and Reſurrection 
_. in Battle-Array againſt them. So that I fee, if.cvcr, 
Fexpe&a good Hour in this World; or to. all Eter- 
nity, 'it muſt be'only, and all over in Jeſus Chriſt, 
© curſed Nature ! © curſed Sloth ! that is ever 
dividing That which a bleſſed Covenant of Grace 
. has joined together ; Jeſns Chriſt and my Soul. 
All his Drift towards me is, "That he might be 41 
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:» f[] to me. Oh ! that: he would vent Himſelf, 
and ſpare not! He _— -not, only" be= 
 fevez is alone able to make me believe, I often 
draw near (methinks) to a- Reſignation to Him, 
with ſome univerfal Scope, but . I am quickly'gra- 
yelled again; yet fo much Delight remains in the 
yery Hope of my Soul ' towards Him, that makes 
me chooſe rather 'to have my Eyes towards Him, 
 though-with a long Look, than to ſay within wy | 
Heart, ** 24y Beloved will never came.” Surely He wi 
yet come, _ his ER port hes To LOND, 
 'This.Refignation to Grod is fo glori- y -  . 
ous in the /% Loma Ground, Progeravin Refignation, 
and encouraging Privileges of it, .that the very . 
Glimpſe thereof makes my Heart light, and even 
faint for Deſire to be'wholly fwallowed up and tran- 
ſlated, in Spirit, Soul, and Body, into the pure Reſt, 
and Chry/tal Life of God® ; but the Nature of  itI 
can no more expreſs, than a Man's Pencil can draw 
the Portraiture of a Man's Life, or repreſent the 
Nature of a 'Faſte ; although it may draw the Fi- 
ure of a human Body, or repreſent the viſible Food, 
in which lies that hidden Quality of Life and T aſte, 
But if Words. may be uſed about it, 1 would thus 
_ It: os , hs : = Dy IN | 
t is an allaying, delightful, wil-qy + © 
Imp, ofbe-Shapth Dink of all The. atureaf Roa 
my Deſires,” Cares and Enjoyments of fagnation.. FAN! 
Things preſent and to come, relating to Soul and Body, 
mto the Heart, and unlimited Difſpoſure of God in Fe- 
ſus Chrift, my Lord; with an endleſs, viftorious Se- 
writy of Gonfidence, Conſolation, and Peace of Heart 
rage K-34, & $>$1910 6.6 eg WM 
© Ground of which glorious, ac- 44 
tive, and Soul-quickning. Reſt is Jeſys The Ground 
Chriſt the Mediator, who has received ; 9. Fey . 
bis Redeemed to the Glory of Gedt. :Heis called my 
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-:1Peaee*;' their Reft+;; their Suffcizrncy t;; their Cm. 
© dation; their; raph and ET mo. POM)! is 
--; In; all theſe Reſpe&ts Fe/us Ghrifti becomes #, 
-  Ground,"and attrafiive Cauſe of Reſignation, '2s He ig 
.Ged and;Man ; bringing the Seul, through Union 
+ with/his Humanity, * to God, with whoni he is per. 
\ Jonally (united **; [Into which Union eyery Be. 
- Jiever js received, through-the Myſtery of his free 
: (Grace++; and the Application of this Union to the 
- "Soul by Faith breeds this bleſſed Retignation: Fot 
- Chriſt, being thus qualified, in his own Perſon, and 
_ thus uniting. the Soub to himſelf by his Spirit, be- 
- | gets in the Heart, -thraugh-behieving, an anſwers 
«ble, Gonrterpart of Canfermity and Quiet in the in- 
- ward'Man, which cannot be-capable of Loſs, (be. 
.cauſe the unchangeable Ged is the Author and un- 
|  alterable Cauſe thereof) nor be obſtructed, while 
_ Faith; holds up it's Exerciſe therein ; but runs out 
* anto an Infiniteneſs of Satisfaction in-all Caſzs; be- 
_ {cauſe it is -pot within the Help, and ' expiating, 
- __ boundleſs Intereſt of Him who. is Infigite. It en- 
ters in, by the Door of his Manhood, to the par- 
.taking. of- whatever He is Heir to; and is made 
-Heir, with Him, of his Congue/t, Fulneſs, Security, 
Peace and Foy. So that although the Fleſh may fail, 
. God, .who is the Portion of 2 Bilieves; faileth not; 
S . 'but always unchangeably continueth, in the Myl- 
| -'tery-of this Union, to be the Foundation and «&- 
Eq fecting Cauſe of- a Believer's Refignation to him,'as | 
_ .{jnto the Hands of a faithful Creatortt.- Jeſus Ch-i 
. "himſelf is the glorious Model of / Reſignation : For 
in Him God reſigned up Himfelf to the Nature 
Man $6; and being the Eternal Son, He reſigned up 
. Himſetf to the Will of his Father, to be mad? 1 
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8 - Scrvant; and. He who is the Law-giverreſigns Him- 
ſelf ſubject tothe Law ; God over all, blefſed'for ever, 
..reſigns Himſelf _ to' th: Curſe of the Law ; he re- 
| ſigns up-the. Freedom of his own Will to a-volun- 
. ary Covenant; He undertakes (as it were) the In- 
cumbrance of 'a Family,' and accounts the Cries of 
| .many Infants about him nodifturbance, but a delight z 
| herefigned up his Body to Death, and became of no |} 
W ( Reputation, that out of his Duſt he might bring Þ 
8 \ many Sons to Glory; He reſigned up his Heart to 
bear their Sins and Sorrows ; He hath refigned up 
whatever He is to be: theirs, that they might be his, 
/and be ſaved, both road dying from all Wants 
} .and' Fears, through his Reſignation . of Himſelf to 
{ frand or fall with"them;-and-from-every Part of «his 
' . Reſignation he ſends forth his Spirit to work Refig- 
; nation alſo-in them, (according to the Meaſure of 


| by Virtue of that Union/to which He hath called 
them with Himfelf. And herein lies. the Ground 
boron of a Believer's holy Reſignation: to 
\ Ag for the Properties of this holy | p. _ >. - * 
Reſignation, thaw is all Reſioms- 7 eras of 
_ tions a Notion. of Weakneſs and Sub- </ignation. 
j<Qtion in the reſigned, and of Power and Domi- 
-nion\ in the Perſon +to whom Reſignation is made: 
\There isalſo-an_ Alienation .of ſome proper and: pri- 
vate. Intereſt: and: Change thereof: into the Intereſt 
of another. And ſo it is \in the . Soul to God, 
The, Soul, [being ſenſible of it's 'own Inability, 
 furrenders, up. - itſelf | to the! Almighty. Redeemer, 
| and doth ſubject 'itſelf to the Rules! of his Dotni- 
mon, as the Clay:to the Hand of - the Potter; and 
4 the Soul in every Nerve of it is looſed, and. lies 
.down qt.the Will and Diſpaſal of the Lory, ta. do 
45.1t ſcemeth good unto Him; and by this Means, 
the Soul ceaſeth from it's own -private Intereſt, and - 
£5 3% 4 ALS n 1 £33331 4 T3 £$&-11-v4 FLIy OI : ſubmits 
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Now (to adopt our Lord's Expreſſions on ano. 


ther - Occaſion. +) he ſtretcheth forth. his Hands, | 
and another: girds him, and Jeads him whither his 


Heſhly Reaſon would. not. © He knows never a Step 
.of ais Way, but as the Word and Spirit guide him}, 
He dares not ſay his Sins are bis own, or his Righ- 
teouſnefs his own, - but as: Chriſt, in | the Goſ,y.1, 
directs and ſuffers him: to think and ſpeak. He can 
Neither accule nor excuſe himſelf, neither, judge nor 
Acquit himſelf, any otherwiſe than as he who bought 
him will allow,. and give. his Conſent; becauſe he 
1s now under the Dominion and Intereſt of ano- 
"ther; and is no longer his own, but married to Him 
who: was raiſed from. the Dead. & | 
., Reſignation is in. it's Naturea free AF, and is ma- 
'naged an the Will, aiming to prevent a greater Evil, 
or obtain a greater Good; and therefore carries fome 
Content and Delight with it, and which is ſo much 
the more increaſed, as' the Power, Authority, and 
Faithfulneſs of the Perſon reſigned.to is great and 
ſure, So is it with a Believer's Reſignation to God 
3n Jeſus Chriſt ; Every Glimpfe of his infinite Power, 
'Truth and Mercy redounds [to the Increaſe of a 
_ Believer's Refreſhment; , becauſe he hath a Right in 
the Whole (by Reſignation /thereunto): in the Per- 
. ſon of Jeſus Chriſt, and: it eyes this Perſon in all 
the Worthy. Perfection, and Excellency thereof, in 
 fucha Way. of Intereſt and Property: therein, that 
.it affeceth the Heart, and; makes Way. for the Is- 
fluence of. that Worth to enter upon the Mind and 
 Aﬀections; and; ſo;rendexs it ative ; (according to 
-  be-Mind of Chriſt, and Spirit. of the Golps)) © 
{ Ivii./20,—Hoſ./ziv. 3.” + John xxi. 18. þ 1, 
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| obey; believe; {and live'upon that Mind" of Chriſt, 
repreſented to- the 'Underſtanding; improving, his # 
Worth by a fan&tified Application” to every Part of + 
the new lah, as. a: holy Qyl, linking into every: 
Faculty of the' Soul, and naturally OE, it to. 
every Exerciſe of that new State, to which it 'is | 
| —_— and ny forth oo a þ-neaymr: 0009 ap 1 


The bleſſed Privitazis which ariſe” | 
frog! hence are innumerable, as God, Priv gs of 
to whom'the Refignment 1s made, is. fig FO. 


- unmeaſurable/and infinite. The Soul of' a: Rehon- } ) 


ing Believer enters into Purity, ' Eftablifhment,” Pro- = 
: Te oth Peace, Love, Liberty, Bolanejs, #1p* hears 
\ and Foy mm the Holy Spirit, and gains ar Entrance 
abundantly-into- the. os pos of our Lord and Saviour 
Ihr Chris 

As a Stick of Wood caſt into the 


Fire is changed into the-Property of) Jo 1. Purin, E 


- that Fire : So the caſting of the Soul into the Blood 
_ of the' immaculate Lamb makes it to abjide-no longer 
filthy, bur ſpetleſs, through the Price and Preci- 
ovlneh of that *Blood; the Spirit of which Blood 
removes | the private owning and Conſcience: of _ 
_ Guilt, and'transfers it into the Laver of Chriſt's 
Stisfattion; and''the' Soul: comes forth” cloathed 
"with Pardon, Righteouſneſs and full: Acceptance'in 


the-Sight of: God, the righteous 'Judge, who has. | | 


conſtituted/a SatisfaQtion to Himſelf ! by ſuch a Me- 
thod, that" his /Aerey-to'a Sinner might be an 'ARt 
of Rightecuſmſs, or uſtice to Jeſus Chriſt the Me- 
diator; and that, by Reſignation to Chriſt,” a'Be- 
liever-might enjoy it in enjoying*Chrilt, whoſe Na- 
ture is alſo ſhed abroad in the Hears by-the waſhing 
of the new Birth, through the Word bf his Grace, 
to mortify and cleanſe the Heart, as a'Seal-of  Im- 
plantation-into the perfect Righteouſneſs and: Accep- 
tance of h1is Pd who bought it a his Blood 

Gat. Ul, 20, i $: Jaws l, ge EW $F5 94.6 En Which 
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"i. 
+:5 cape | up-the 


the: Word of free Grace and Power, clear from 


|. his. own Sin, and giyes it an Arrival into the very 
Breaſt. of Chriſt, where it abides without Sin or | 
Change *. Though Sin remains in the natural 


Man, and dwells with' human Fleſh, through the 
whole Circuit of the fr/t Adam's State; yet Faith 
' replants the Soul into: the ſecond Adam, who is as 
holly pure, as the firſt Adam is wholly ſinful. So 
that a Sinner, in coming to Him, reſigns himſelf 


up from perfect Sin, to perfe&t Purity, The Body | 
. of Chriſt, as it is myſtically below, remains for a 


| | Seaſon under the waſhing of - the Word; | but as it 


is myſtically married to Chriſt riſen from the Dead, 
\ and fitting at the right Hand of God with Him, it | 
is pure. as\the Sun in it's Brightneſs, and eſtab- 
liſhed for ever above all ſhaking Storms of the lower 


| Region, whether it be Guilt, Change, or Danger. 


3: fro wb 266 Pratettion, as appears in the Caſe 
of the. Gibeonites +. Charity and Pity would induce 
' a noble Mind to help the Diſtreſſed, though there 
were no Claim. of Right in the Diſtreſſed to move 
| ſuch a noble Mind. Tt were Cruelty to ſuffer only 
a Neighbour's Ox to lie in the Ditch, without ſome 


real Willingneſs to help it out ; but Re/ignation gives | 
| zo the Refigned a rightful Tntere/t in the' Perſon to whom 


the Reſignment is mage : And. therefore Chriſt owns 


the Cheriſhing and Protection of .a reſigning Soul 


upon the. Account of conjugal Property and Right. 


No Man ever yet hated his own Fleſh; and therefore 
not only , protefteth, but naurifheth it, . viz. as =—_ 
oy % bh. 38 OSS: Þ = | Os © IO EW. [1 | 


4 © ik John.iii; 6,. : F Joſh.x, 4s be 6 


Erin, Which Refignation-gives Eftablip.. 
EM - og . ment, 'b ph bois ri K0 | 
3." Pillars of ' the Larth,"* to bear 

2 poor Sinner's Weight, | and 'keep it from reeling, | 
Reſignation. doth incorporate a Believer into the 
very Rock of Ages, It conveyeth a Sinner, through 


Reſignation doth naturally claim 
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ihe Glarch #. Tihis.rightful Intereſt in Him, makes , 
every Branch of. the Wants, Griefs,- Burdens or 
Dangers; that. every. reſigning Believer has, to be. 
Chrilt's, Concernment,as truly and' as much (for: 
the.Nature of them) as the Salvation. of all. the | * 
EleR,. for. which- He came into the World, and - 
| died, . His Salvation reacheth into every Crevice of 
| the, Need, He. ſaveth to the utmoſt, W hich ſaving” 

| Protection ſtands ficted to a reigned Soul, as ; 
curious Key to the Wards of a Lock, and 'inter-: 


ful Help} 5- only He managzth it in-his own Mez- 
thod, which a eligned Soul owns he is ſatisfied" 
and delighted 1n. ON BNET I 3 tos Joe 
| * Peace, when the Soul Ha 
of a Believer, by Reſignment (having 4+ Peace. LO 
viewed the Compaſs of plentiful Redemption, the 
St::nzth of the Rock that. is under Him, and the - 
H:lmet of Salvation that is. over Him) faith, Re- 
turny O my Soul, 2nto thy Re » for the Lord bath l 
| dealt bountifully with thee, God hath delivered my Soul 
rom Death, mine. Eyes from Tears, and my Feet from wy 
falling $: 1 will now. lay me «down and ſleep, for no. © 
{ than God Himjelf makes me to: dwell in Safety ll 
| The Peace of. Rehgnation is-Chrift's Peace, which 
none. can divide from a Behever ::1t is his Gairiſon 
and fortified. Security Qs. os AS 
And-fromt hence flows Love to'God- 4 » 
the Father, Son and'Spirit... The Love /5* £99% 
of the, Father in the 50n, and: by tne Spiritzzin alt- 
the ynſpeakable Diſcoveries of ir, wanns'the' Heart | 
F into this Reſfignation\unto. Him**;\Chriſt appearing A531 
ſo amply fiirmiſhed to conciliate Love, anddeclaring his 
Wealthy P ower, and Glory of. his:Kinpdgm,+F and 
B&Jp;> DIE 3-2, 1t'h TO PA0% To (1 preſenting C41 
Tt: bug ann nor od Wk 04 ts IO bf 
* Epheſfiova 2,ugs + Heb, viti 2g) + TReivaxviicg, 
| 4 cr. 7, 8. | Flal.iv. 8. 4 John xiv, 27. 
Rip. iv. 76: 33.2 Johiliv, 19.) +f-Fla," cxlv, 11. 


Hence comes 


mits not the leaſt Moment from ſuitable and need= - 


i *%.c Th." "4 AE 6 - TL x 
W 4 £ * £ of , b# i 
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£268 2" A (Proflical Diſcourſe + 
preſengin Gs s of his Kindneſs, Ra once 4, 
| ing Prcele did to Rebekah in Bekalf of Tſaad, | 
Kong pe tt the *Heart of a Believer'to forfake*forng 
Contentments and reſign up its utmoft 'AﬀeRtion 
_ to him: The more the Soul Te/figns, the more dath it log 
and the more it loves, the mare it doth reſign to Him, Ty 
| Love of God ſhed abroad mto the Heart by the Spirit, 
from the Heart of Chriſt, breeds. Reſi ienation, and the 
 Rejignation flill feeds Love; each moving the other 
- * with a perpetual Motion; and ſo, from an endleſ 
Principle of Union with Chriſt, run, forth to al 
Eternity. 
Fr dom Shad Eats ariſeth alſo. a Senſe of 
6. rao perfect Freedom. The Pales of Separa- 
' tion and. Dine are broken down, free Acceſs to 
God. in. Chrift is gained, Miſapprehenfions removed, 
and O pen-heartedneſs 1nterweaves betwixt Chriff 
and the Soul. The Heir is no longer Servant, but 
a Sony. Efther is _ brought from the Cuftod f 
Hi gai, to the King's Palacet. | The boundleſs Deit, 
5-7 "Bt bf is Purity, Power and Proteftion, 2s. the Ravgt 
of 6. reſigning Believer, The Law is removed; the 
| Lap of this World is Judged and caſt out; the 
former State of Enmit Bondage is over and: 
one; and now. the Soul dilates REF with ful 
Spread. into that Freedom wherewith Chrift bath mad: 
-: I 
4 P I. iris Freedam brings in n_ Belduſe 
7+. oh. along with it. 'The Soul, . being once 
reſigned up to Chriſt, . is no, longer a Stranger, but 
of his Houſhold; yea, betrothed to-his Perſon in 
Righteouſneſs and tender Mercy, and. is always in 
his Eye. Refignanion betwixt hriſt and. the Sou] 
being mutually, paſt, Darkneſs is ſwallowed up of 
| Light, there is no. Shelter for the Beaſts of Prey. 
ZE No WEFapon that is. forpel "Syn; a Believer can 


Io proſper, 
| "Oe * Gen, XXIV. 58s '+ Ea iv. - th ” Th Efthe Us my 16s 
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oſt | -. who has reſigned himſelf to the F ormer: of : 
ll Things; he” may now dwell ſafely in the Wil- 
Wicrneſs, and fleep in the Wood: 'A Lion-like Cou- 
W127: grows in the Soul from the Lion of the Tribe 
Wot 7udab, to whom, by  Refignation, it is united. 
What now can hinder Satisfaction f 8 i, #15» 90G 
WW by . may. not the Soul ſay, :I have _ ie £08 
Wenou h: My Inheritance. is lawfully. . © 
W-otten ; neither have I gotten it with my Sword and 
Bow, (as ook got a Portion from the Hand of the- 
Mmirite,) but I have given myſelf for it. . T have re- 
ſigned my whole felf to Chriſt, and'He has reſigned 
his whole ſelf tome. I own'and accept his. Refig-_ 
nation, and he accepts mine. . What further remains, 
than that .T bid farewel to mine own Poverty and - 
Wretchedneſs, and. put on Change of Raiment? 
Why may:not I dwell 'amidit the Flagons * of his 
ſatisfying Preſence? I am filled, and my Cup runs 
over. TT 2207 70 3774 ot 32 1:43 
And now alſo, who may hinder: a ſa-', 
tisfied | Soul. from/ Joy? Will not all-the 9 SY 
Foundation-work and Walls of this Building bear 
a duperſtructure of Foy in the Holy:Spirit 2 1s not the 
Upſhot of this Reſignation betwixt Chriſt and a 
Believer mutual Joy ?: He joys over his Beloved with Sing-. 
ng +; and: her Spirit: rejoiceth. t# God her Savioury. ' 
As far as any Degree of this Reſignation taſtes thefe 
high Privileges, ſo far doth a Reliſh of. Joy, grow in 
the Soul. Reſignation brings the Soul into the Heart 
of Chriſt, who hath trium hed glorically in reſcuing; 
his Spouſe, ' and*tiow 7ejorceth over Her, as a Bride- 
groom rejoiceth over:the BrideF$; 'and in the Day of | 
the Gladneſs of his Heatit calls Her, Hephzi-bah 1. e. 
My Delight is in Her ||; Which Joy begets an Echo 
of it's own | Likeneſs from Her'again, My Delight 
1m Hime... And thus the 4 of Joy is placed” 
| f Lf 11:71. al 


Hon. 


" 


Pl 


* Cant, 4i, 55 + Zeph, iii; 27, |} Luke is 47." - 
} Ia, Ixii, 5. || ver. 4. marginalrendring. * If. 5814 
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on the:Head of fpiritual Reſfignment;' The Sol mn. 
"mt reſign to Gad withint Foyin Him, 187 rejoice in Hy 
withant Refigntrent. - They live iv ohe another; hy, 
caule the Seed/and Nature' of all ſpirimual Privilew 
lies in-every Privilege” Andthe Nature'of this Pr, | 
_ vilege being endleſs, (becauſe ' God is everlaſting) 
the Crown of Joy can therefore never wither. 
- 10. wo Fas. 25, - | And the more. this Relig 
3446 Poſeſſon I Ot: Ground inthe Soul, the mort 
nr TY. + Is ar Entrance made into th 
| ph on. Kingdom of onr Lord Fefus Chriſt; not as it 
_ 16a Work done” by us, but wrought 5; in which 
the' Heart is made*to give Way, and is'mate votun. 
tary aol the Spirit-of = kr Which Work * 
is here' carried on through mach 'Contradicon in 
__ the Fleſh, which firives againſt it, while the inward 
Man-im every. Believer. pants' aftet it, and finds ng 


. - Reff, but as the Power of this holy Reſignation to 


Godin alt Things prevails zctilt at laft it fteps over 


; Mortality, :and leaves every: Obſtruction behind 
e- perfectly and for ever; and.then God is al! in all. | 

- Chriſt enjoying his Spouſe without any Reluctancy WM 
-_ or Unſuitableneſs in her, and: She enjoying her Huſ- 4 


band without any Vaibtupon his'Face, the hears his 


3 by pure: Language, and returns pure. Language again: | 
* _ Love has its; full Vent on both»Sides :/ The mtu 


|  rable Meeting. Reſignation will ther enjoy an un- 
F - Interrupted Delight.” How aſtoniſhing is tic 


| Aidting with ſo much Darkneſs, and/preſent Tre: 


Yearning of Bowels will "then be ſatisfied; the Price 
COME, which fourids from Chnift above\-and the Br 
tiever below, will terininate itſelf: in one eternal, inſeda- 


_'Thought of this | **'When the Fhought of it s 
Rrained: through the Weakneſs: of my Paith, con 


_ _ chery-of Heart, and Self-unworthineſs, the Glimp- | 

ſes: thereof make me both fear and rejoice at once; 

and yet I am not able to rejoice-perfectly, for tear; * 
La Soul Eg IIb i474 Ol 
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perfectly, for Hope. ; © infinite. Rifleemer | 
WEE Rt all; my Fear and- Faintneſs a 
| ike thyfelf, almightily Ta freely,., that my Heart | 
ſhout ry Joy in the Hope of the Glory of- nt 
+. the.Day. of refrefhing, which is promiſed: £0 ap= 
ear; Even ſo come Lord feſus. - 
And now if I might, out of all theſe Confiders. 
bons, but take home to my own Heart a few chips to 
kipdlc mine ewn Fir2, and be. really reſigned cone 
Inch nearer to Chriſt T ſhould think the Medita- 
tions of this Day happily given in. What elfe doth 
py Soul long. for?. Some Crumbs of this | glorious 
Waoquet, that m Soul may inwardly commend the 
Fealt, and ſay, Tht Lord: hath done great Things for” 
4: Yea, Zord, Lt thy, Kingdom, come, and Na will be 
de, "1 wait, and crys, Amen,” Amen, IE 


Sat” m wo Pong a Tyoubl, 
With the Manner of the AuT?oR's 
entring into that SANCTUARY, . 

actually COVENANTING with GOD. 


PERCIIVING : a dark Eloud, and tempeſtuous 
Storm to be riſing, and being called to enter 
' into: the Chambers- of \Divine; Protection * ; and 
finding it the PraQtice of the Lord's People +; and 
+ Jeſus Chriſt baving declared Himſelf a Shelter from 
+ the Storm 7, and inviting meto enter . into his 
Reſt &, 1 judge it 'my Duty to follow. his Voice, 
and. betake myſelf- to the Horns-of; the Altar ; But 
being hindred 'by my own Guiltineſs and Unbelief, 
-I-am- forced, either: to: wander; into Deſolation of 
Mind, .or:el{e-to endeayour'to:cut my; Way, through 
. the; 'Incumbrances-of my* own. Darkneſs, by the 
Sword, of: the Spirit, If the Lord thalt be pleaſed 
to. favour me; and "bleſs this attempt, I ſhall be 
fafe under his Wings. And: ſeeing nothing makes 
Calamities terrible: but: Guilt of Sin, 1 "judge it, my 
Puty to: ſet my main Battery againſt that Strong 
| Hold : And. to- that End, 1 Ra: Fkſeh out for my 
ow that: WEE WYNs. Be ng 
0, Ore 1h ev, 
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—- .—  . - Fs , "Ld ju , 
ck et" Fils hath levied. ana 
(Belt se Fo thor 2s I waſte 


ot Fram our Sins in bbs own”; 


+8 Which Scripture yields excellent Relief to. | that 


- Soul that.can mix. it. with Faith. .. FN Ele 


'1+-Fh&Words;” He that hath led u wt, "oa ADArt. the 


Ground of a Sinner” s Union with Chriſt ;. for it is 
the Nature of On to ſeek and effect Union: And 
we muſt be one alſo with Him, before Ours can be 


made His,” and His made Ours. 


 flowsa. transferring of our. Sins upon | 


_ And the Words, our Sins and His EC Ag 
non. Blood, being compared together | Hiw Obrip y 
thew, that from Union with Him _ 209 h. + 


Him, and, as-it were, mixing them, without any 


perſonal, Stain, with his Blood, and fo- making 


them His. Our Infe&tion, by his own Will, en- 
tred, as it were,, by Imputation and Burthen, into 
the Blood of- the. A Lamb. | He -who was 


'»perſonally without Sin, -ſufered Himſelf to be all 
"over laden with the real [mputation- of the loath- 
"ſome Nature, and abſolute Guilt of our Sins, -and 
ſo became Sin for Us; and. et his Noun —_ | 


pure, and Himſelf without Ms: 

The Word 7/a/hed alludeth to legal Waſhings 41 
Purification. He removed our Sins from us; makin T 
them'no longer 07s, but his own. As the Filth of-a 
Garment is waſhed, whereby the Garment beeomes 
clean :' $0 our Taiquities pa paſed away.* By-Imputation 
and Burthen of the; Curſe, into. the- living Body, 


and Life-blood of Jeſus Chriſt.” And fo the Sinner 


{as'the original and principal Malefactor) and\ Chriſt 
(as Surety) do ftand- both. of them hefore God the 


righteous Judge ; - and both, in ſome Kind, equal] 


liable to. Sentence : For if Chriſt had not: been ab] 
to'haye freed himſelf from thoſe. Sins, they; would 
have ſunk-Him and the Sinner too. And herein the 
_—_— of Os a Garment comes ſhort of this 

cet: 1 SET MiyHery; 
» Zech, ill, 4, © #rogll 
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E Myſtery; for Fi Fitth being g6ne from the” Gar. 
-. ment intothe W atex; the Garment is thereb aCtually | 
_ *Gleanfed; the? the Water be never cleand(zd from the 
. Filth that it borrowed of the Garment 3 becauſe the 
_ Water'and the: Garneit-are two [ſeparate Thin gs : 
Bur itt this myſtical Waſhing, the Perſon waſket 
_ 2h the Blood waſhing are Joined / togerher, in the 
 Vnion of Chriſt's My/#ecal Pty fon ; ſothat if Chriſt, 
_ whois the Surety, fly" in his Work, all they, 
whoſe Hope of Redemption les on!  (throu bMy- 
ſtical Union) in their Intereſt in Him, nfl needs 
perifh-with Him;-and'if He prevail; [they are deli- 
livered For this Waſhing ain Agr gony and Death, 
though in ſomeSenke, choirs, or in«it's Bepin- 
ning only, was yet" accounted perfett; 'and was fo, 
as it: ſtood in Relation - to, and ConteHon with 
his RefurreMion, . which made Him a cortipleat and 
perfet Author of eternal Salvation/*,* '' 
i But -how / Chriſt could bear 
How C4 "our Sins, 2nd be thade Sin' for 
| N05 "_ ana jÞ & us, and” yet be' perſonally pure, 
Foyt cory oleh cy | 
m9 4 ++ this is a great Wonder; and 
| He i be vithourd Sin all the While, elſe He 
2 trot have taken away 'our Sins, © One Con- 
ry expells another: But He doth it not at a Dil- 
bart fo as the _— of the 'Sun'drives away Dark- 
nefs before it ;' but He eriters' finleſly into the State 
of oor [Sing thit ve mi +ht exiter * ifito_ the 'Staſe 
_ of his Righteouſneſs. He cures, not. as a Phy- 
fician, who” cures by Medicines, but was Him- 
elf touched and ſufferinely affected with bur Infir- 
mities; He was made Sin for us. © He not only el- 
poſed. the Punifhiment of'vur Sins'to Himſelf, but 
was thatried'alf6 to'our Guilt, and to/all the dread- 
*Ful-W of kings' of it, fo far'ss' that it made Him ſick 
and forrowfut, even to the very Death. He had 


the "ION of our Delight, in Sin, without ba et 
's 
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| oht uf it... He de Minb1f gniley. of: oth our 
bs, but had no Guilt of his« own, mor-any(De 
flement to: his Nature by burs:i} If, ene; Man be 
W cuilty/of another's\ Sin; he _is:defiled; himſelf; with- 
ont leflening; the Defilement of the other-Man -be= 
cauſe the: G 
the other, - but extendeth and fpreadeth it's-poiſon- 
ous Nature from . 'the ' one to the/ other. and- fo 
fills, as it were, both Veſſels, without any Removal 
W of the Guilt: But Chriſt's Nature, being capable 
W of no: rerſonal Infe&tion, gives Liberty and. Scope 
| to the Guilt ofa Sinner: to vent [itſelf wholly/into 
| the bottomleſs! and 'endleſs Satisfaftion, Merit, and 
$ Righteouſneſs of Chriſt the: Mediator, till the laſt 
Drop of. it; be gone, and: the: Fountain dried up, 
through Unioh with' his ſpotleſs Nature. Our Sins 
touched: Him, - as to an-experimental Senſe of the- 
Filth: and Burthen: 6f'them. . He bare our Sins in 
the Body ofihis Fleſh, but that Fleſh, being perſo- 
nally AHI to the Godhead, - remained pure, and 
incapable: of any Corruption, a the th the PURY | 
of that perſonal Union. | 
But -how inexpreſlibly far He!took..in the Senſa 
and Burthen of all Sin, and made it his own-in;the 
utmoft Meaſure, and how infinitely pute He, ſtill re- 
mained, the Knowledge of This the Angels-defire 
_ tolgok Ines, and muſt : be reſerved, :tilI' the Saints 
| come toknow Him'even as they ireknown. - 
"Sin dwells in-our Nature habitually-and actually; 
but lay "upon Him by-Imputation; and ſo paſivels ; 
his Nature bare our & but could' not act it... + 
"But how ſhould'a Sinner come to enjoy Roam 
tion from his Sins by a Mediator - thus wonderfully 
Taker rs and'ſo- a mirably Nang a Rikcipgr” 5 
ut 
'"Fhis is Sy, the Enquiry; but 1 may not withs 
out Preparation ruſh into this Myſtery. It is holy 
(around T muſt be unſhod, that I may enter fe 
| JE 


uilt 1s not: trahſlated” froms1the--ohe- ta 


_ and ſtand /upon it®. '' No Man cometh t4. the Son,: by 
_ whom the Father draweth}.” I may indeed pet th 
| Notion\.of ſomething about it ; but can come to ng 
 Heart-erjoyment, 'without the Unction/of the Syi 
_ rit of :/Chrift to poſſeſs, 'and fo ts lead me in within 
\ the” Shadow 'of this''Almighty Redeemer. | It 1 


_ this Myſtery by a mere ſpeculative Search; ani 


_ to know is Eternal Life. | And therefore, with x 
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- weariſome and” barren'Work to be: gaping towari 


therefore T would fain, make it my, Deſign to gin 
away my whole ſelf, \in every Step of this:Enquiry, 
to Tekiis Chrift, that T may be! taught this myiter- 
ous Privilege, asthe Truth is:in Him, whom. thus 


holy Fear and” Tendernefs,' I defire to wade, ac- 
_ cording . tothe. Scriptures, 'into. this Depth, by 
Spirit which ſearcheth the deep Things of . God. 

_ | _ "As aFoundation for further ſearch, 
'F find, that Chriſt himſe}f, and a 
. Conſcience //purged. from: Guilt by 
1 .,,* _ Means of his Death' are [Fhings en- 
Joyablet; /and ſo offered and held forth in the Gol- 


Chrift aftu- 


2» A 


-pel. My Work in. the. next Place! is,-;to enquire 


. 


Privilege.; © 


'how.I may aftually enjoy, an Intereſt in ſo high a 
-T'amn, in the firſt Place” (under ,a1 ſenſe oi». my 


- own Neceflity) 'to'lie down before Gob, and ſuffer 


jeſus Chriſt, as crucified and rifen again, to enter 


- with all his train into my. Heart, 5and, take Poſſeſ- 


fron there ; and I then am to ſuffer-his Spirit ({hut- 
ting my Eyes, and ſtopping my Ears againft carnal 


' Reafonings) to lead me into a willing Reſignation 


to this crucified and riſen Chriſt, my Redeemer; 


_ which is a'fpiritval Marriage to his Perſon, A - 


. tional Landſtip of this State will not ſerve my Tum, 


O Thou, in ite a ihe Pronifes are Tor, and 4 

I ' *þ, 4 Is Y Mrs "7 7 Rr c 4 ke +471 08 | EL heb 4 men, 
CASE ea en ITE It Tt) ; Pres, Ne. nn 

*- Exod. iii. 5, + John vi. 44. - 2 Cor, 1. it 
- Heb. 1x, 14. © Os tn Tot ns | 
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Wor ihe, ” Fight” s pirie within o "70 ;,and, Jet.my 
ery Soul |be moulded Into, the 1] Tut th. by. very” 
Meditatiory "FI" £1 41460 bs; FAIT 4s 4D "PE 
© My Gui f Has increaſed dP. meg. by 1s Dayj't, 
have Toft 1 my Thirſt . after. find my. 
/ Strength to waſte., "MyDrift. is, not fare and | 
| caftiedaway into 4 withered Frame, ws Weed Ce) 
» cannot return; The Sounding of thy Bowe Is, eb 
Moltitude of thy tender Mercies are ”, ble to. 
meiback, and enehbeh me with the Lightof. re 
An' impure Eye cannot behold Thee, nor a ſarfeited 
Mirideat of this Manna, My Diſeaſe 3 is great, but 
| there is no healing” Medicine bh be had but. in Thee, 
Owy Redeemer.” 

: Would thou'in earneft, O. my The: be cured; bi 
and effeEtually | HY, the : Repos of ON # 


XX Zh ES. 


who has Ber it Me 5 *v Prands.- "Withdraw 
thy Shoulder from the Burden, and, with a Joath- 
ing' of 'thyſelFand thy vin, leave” fY upon Jeſus 
| -Clyift.” His Father and thine laid thy. uilt upon 
him already of the Croſs: And when thou doſt by 
Faith lay thy Guilt upon him alto: . thou' doft not 
erucify. the” Son” of 'God afreſh ; but doſt only put 
to thy 'Seal, that he'.is tbe Lamb of Ged: that taketh 
away the Sin of the World. He W, ht. thy Sins'to 
deſtroy them?” He ſhed his blood, Wer eh Guilt 
might be condemned; and waits upon thee, to bring 
them'forth to. him for Executian. It. is not a Pain, 
buta Pleafure 'to- Him, that'a Sinner delivers up his 
| dins to Him: "becauſe the Vengeance. He ſuſtained 
| for Sins Hhas' fixed a 'Day of Vengeance in bis Heart 

nw the daily Guilt of bis. Reeembd® *,' and Re- 

noe is. Net Whatever Briars, and Thor s are 
ſet before him in Battle, He will k through them, 

and burn them ne? He ſuſtained the Curſe, 
| ſatished 

* I, bil, 8 67: + Io EXVI1, 4! AVE 
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ſatisfied uſtice, and, returned 40 his F ather with the | 
Ps his Conc veſt; 5 now. attends, i In the 
Goſpel, upon the Elea, to cauſe them to ſhake 
Pat (he from their Duſt, and bring” forth their 
cad (the Slain of t e Latrd) to the. Burial. A 
foal hen ay Rad Us upon 'Ch krift, when he 
Wh, that G, Father laid them upon him, 
Gof the Woes ak oled he T Hurdete and a Sinner 
Y Faith coneurs, and melting under the Sight of 
Ivine, Jy tice, cries out; Even hos Q Fatber | te. 
auſe t. Preaed Thee #0. brug le bm; 1n [ fo, © tear 
kh on] ' becauſe od <a. */ not arty Life tg the F128 
that thoy. mighte/} et Y "_ gun Blood; 7 hom 
- my "Sins upon the Sacrifi Fee of 4 lefh, and. iweuld (rave 
Loy to Lok upon him bp the Father made an Offer- 
- hi ay Pos, and. whom I bave prerced ; and, T1 
this teſtly Redemption, would maurn over 

6 @ Map maurneth for his only Glyla*. 
. Bs os thay 1 may ma KErzoys Hapr 
s. to, the bf Re” Advantage, I would beg 
rom the Lord," het Fe & we Wc 2 txue View 
oh ence, of thoſe Things which relate tg 

it, am Neck S > Corman FROGFERINE mee, 


the ON-+ ON | 
E Ni. <þh þ FELICG vejimes of Ft ( ape 


; 43S” wit the. Cr1ptures, 

Sis 'sraÞ Tung be bN pg! i ng” that thols 
Thiag $ are fo as is exprett; But ſuch is the 
ag reach bery "of my earls th at the Cuſtom of 

| reading and Feapng thoſe T gs. makes thera ſcem 


ommon, and debaſeth their Me eftick Worth; and 
ey Me bal through a chal -and common 
| RO ny Eye. lofeth, at once che true Colour 
4 certainty, which infeebles _ xehenſions, 
AS bo Th hye dy. Behef E their real Exiitence. 41 


0 Ih, li, 10, Zech, Xijc 10, 


«dYETVaRkys. th 


ne] is des! to' the curitig of this' Diteif,, E am 
waiting on the God of Lightand Truth; to breattie 
upon-thiy Heart ſuch: 4 quickned Frame of Medita- 
tion, as May penny and'effeQually fteer my Sout 
to the Mark which aim at. Urmortified Invention 
would be buſy-ts hartimer out. ſome Anfwer to my 
Query ; but; alas! it is* a Phyſician of n6 Value: 
For who can'reaſon a blind Man into the Uſe of his 
Sight? He only, who brings Life and Immortality 
to Light, is abies make the” Flivigs that appear 
not, to be' ſeen; > © 

Haft thou nit heard, o riiy Soil, that thy true 
and only Welfare lies im Things which neither the 
| Eye of *, Bod , hor the tt E ye of the Mind 
pr attain-to? How ſelf-denyirigly Fed: ſhouldft thou 
attzmpt this Search? And therefore, left thou catch 
| 4 RE of the Subſtance, Wh We yſelf once 
more, b r, to him who opens es of the 
| Blind;  orkindt promiſed he' will not "ahve: thee a 

Stone, when thou Re Bread for thy Neceflity: ; 
And then- confider, © | 
1, To what End doit how" profeſs that thou 
| believeſt the Scriptures to be the” Word of God, 
unleſs alſo thou putteſt to thy Seal, that it ' is the 
| very. Will and Mind of 'G6&d; expreſt in thoſe 

Words of Truth? . Confider affs. : 
| % That the moſt ſetious D Difcourſe of tht Pes pe 
of God about fi ritual Things (although their 
Hearts are'not under ar equal Degree of Fitts 
Warmth) do- atteſt that thoſe” M0 -are really 
true, "The more ſpiritually 'a any Thing, 1s preached. 
or ſpoketi; it yields the more” reliſhable Tafte to - 
their inward Man ; arid though they are of diffexerit | 
Nations; yet' they aecorFin the fame main riniciples | 
of the-new' Creature, arid 'the fame ſubfiangial in- 
ward Exercife of Heart, Obſerve alfo, T 

. With what radical _—_— the Oppoſers 

| of Gracedo reſiſt the Corſe of his. Spirit. And 


belides, 4 Doth 
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4+ Doth not thy, trueſt., Reſt lie in thy near 
Approaches to God in Chriſt, as thy Centre, towards 
which thou art reſtleſly, rolling, as: the true and real 
Bottom of all thy Hope and Comfort? ., _ 
__ . But wouldſt thou, indeed know. that the Matters 
_ contained. in the Word of Chriſt are real Things? 
Then never read. or hear for meer Knowledge Sake, | 
Look for ſome Beams of Chriſt's Glory and Power 
in every. Verſe. _ Account nothing Knowledge, but 
as. it is ſeaſoned with ' ſome Revelation of the glo- 
rious Preſence of Chriſt,-and his quickning Spirit, 
Uſe no Conference-about ſpiritual /Truths, for Con- 
ference Sake ; buttill mind. the promoting of ſome- 
thing for real Edification. Uſe not Duties for 
Cuſtom and meer. Service. Sake, but for Approach 
and nearer Communion with God, F 
Make no Perſon thy Pattern, more nor leſs, than 
as ſome Warmth of. the Preſence of Chrift appears 
in his J/ords, Yalk.and Converſation. _ | 
Let thy, Recreation be Prayer; ſuffer not Guilt 
to rankle, waſh often in the Blood of Chriſt; do 
not {lightly grieve the Spirit, ' but pray for the ful- 
filling of the Promiſe, that the Spirit ſhall teach you 
all Things*. G0 Gre 323 ares: cd 
Let nothing bar up your, Way from craving Par- 
don of Sin, and Hope of Relief. And if you thus 
trade in ſpiritual Things, as real, they will appear 
more and more to be real, according to the Promiſe, 
[00 vii. 17. 1f any Man will do. his Jill, he ſhall 
now of the Dofirine whether it be of God, or not. 
_ But, alas! while I would thus muſe my Heart into 
ſome ſpiritual Freedom and Activity, I am again 
diſmally invaded ; my filthy and vile Heart rebels; 
the Prince of Darknels hath. violently 
upon me; ,my Conſcience is defiled, and my Peace 
wounded ; my Prayers are heartleſs; I have turned 
myſelf round into a Giddineſs) I have loſt my St 


tion, 


\ 


* John X1V, 8.1. 
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;  bleating up. and down, like a Lamb in 
| my 5+ T got : zlimpſe of Rehief, but  can- 
bo fix my Eye upon it. Bur whar gain I by folic 
ary Complaint ? I have finned in the Sight of God, 
\noels and. Men, in the Sight of my Redeemer, in 
Whe Sight of my own Conſcience; and oh that'T 
Would pour out my Soul as Water befote the Lord? 
It would be-a rich Mercy to me to be admitted to 
Walt myſelf at the Feet of my Judge, and get ſo 
near as Hary did, to waſh his Feet with Tears, and 
Wipe them with the Hairs of perpetual Reſignation 
Wo himſelf, and to his Diſpoſal of me, * to purge me 
in what Method ſoever, ſo I — be clean, and the 
W/even Abominations ts my Heart caſt out®, I would fain 
Way in Faith, / will yet look to thy holy Templet, Bleſſed 
We the Name of Him who is ſtrong, merciful, gra-. 
Wcious, and abundant in Pardon. Blefſed be that 
WGod, that Redeemer, the Lord, and yet (unworthy, 
Wfinful Wretch as T am) 14y rohbteouſneſs. 
= O that God would yet ſpirit me toenquire into, 
fand taſte the Bread which came down from Heaven ! 
I] am ſearching after the real Exiſtence of Chriſt, 
Wand the Benefit which flows from Union with Him. 
And I perceive that my peculiar Happineſs lies not 
n this, that theſe Things have real Exiſtence in 
Webemſelves, but that T know them to exift, and my- 
elf to exiſt in them, and they in me. | *#% 
The Things themſelves. are ſpiritual; I cannot 
now them naturally, but by the Spirit of Faith; 
Wor Fleſh cannot ſee Spirit : Tn the Mount will the 
W-17d be ſeen, As far as God ſhines upon my Heart 
and the Ordinances, fo far I behold a reat Worth, 
and glorious Power in them. Zn his Light only I ſee 
Lizhtt, As far as Grace gets Life in my Soul, fo 
far I ſee the real Excellency of it. As the Life of 
God opens itſelf to my Heart, ſo far I live, and 
FY "8 know 


* Prov, XXV1, 25, + Jonah ii. 4, þ Pla, xxxvi, gy 


ee - o——_ 
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know | the  raviſhing Comfort of ſpiritual Life; fy 
_ with Himis the Fountain of Life. When he withdrays 
his Breath, I do (as it were) return to the Duf, 

_ for in him [1 live and move. I know no Worth in 

any Chriſtian, but as I partake with Him in the 

ſame Spirit and Life, Divine Commands, Reproof, 

and Comforts do fo far affect my Heart powerfully, 

as my Soul doth live in Him who ſpeaketh them, 

The Demonſtration of ſpiritual Things doth ſo far 

appear convincing, as my Heartis really transforn!( 

by them into the Image of Jeſus Chriſt, ny 

Lord, and my Head. "I hough I have a renewed 
Principle of Light and Sight, yet I cannot exerciſe 

the Senſe of ſpiritual Sight, till the Sun of Righte- 

ouſneſs ſends forth a Beam to me, by which I may 
behcid in the Reflection of his own Light. And 
this binds over my Soul to a Neccflity of a mortihed, 
believing Reſignation to the Author of all Light, 
Sight and Strength, who is an unchangeable Rock, 
and his Work is perfect. Although I am full of 
Changes, yet his Covenant keeps me from utter 
Falling. My Strength and Sight are ever dccaying, 
but He renews h's Loving-kineneſs every Morniuy, 
QO, let the Day haſten, in which I may &now as 1 at 
known, and the Shadows of Darkneſs and 1rfirmity 
flee atvay. | by - 

I might come to a more real View of Jeſus 
Chriſt, and appropriate Him and his Benefits nearer 
to my Heart, if I had predtically learnt the Exerciſe rf 
Faith, God has allowed a venturing Boldnels to 
Believing, that it may ſtep forth and ſtand in the 
Breach when all ſeems to be Ioft. When £2 1s 
taken, and Z:#lag burnt, 2n4 all carried away cav- 
tive, then can Faith turn the Day, and recover ta 
Spoil*. 


F;ith 


® Gen. xiv, Lt, 16, 1 Sant, XXX, 1, 19. 
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Faith isa diftin#? Grace, wrought AE dk 1c. 
| freely by the holy Spirit," quickning . F _ þ = - f OE 
the Heart to wſſent to, and reſt upon | TOMB 

the Word of God, upon the Ac- OO 
count of the Truth of. God 2WHÞ0 [poke 7, It-:48 diſtin A, 


as Szeing and Hearing are diſtin&t from the other 


| Senſes. It is wrought freely by the Spirit, and ſo no 
acquired Notion ; it gzzchens through conveying Life 
from Chrift to the Heart by Divine Appointment. 
It afſents to, ane! reſts upIn the Ward, againſt the Con- 
tradiction of Fleſh and Blood. It eyes the Truth of 
Gd, as the Fountain of its Satisfaction and Succeſs. 
And fo it firſt unites the Heart to Chriſt, and pivcs 
actual Intereſt and Property in Him, and in the 
Covenant which God made. with Him before thr 
World was ; and conſcquently in all the Blelints 
# contained inthe Covenant, _ 

As the GoſTyel ofters Chriſt, Pardon, and Life, {> 


Faith takes them freely ; not meaſuring the Ground ' 


| of accepting them ffom below, but from-above. tt 
ſees the Word to be the Breathing of God in Jeſus 
Chrift, in which all his Attributes are working ; and 
8 b-holds it (as it were) the audible Voice of God, 
andthe very Mind of Chrift. It cannot reſt fatis- 
hed in the Weakneſs of the Letter, but paſſeth 
| through the Letter immediately to the Perſon of Jeſus 
Chriſt, and converſeth with God in Him. The 
whole Scriptures are to the Eye of Faith, in the 
Quality of aPair of Spectacles, through which Faith 
z<ts the, Sight of, and cloſeth with the Promiſe, It 
magnifies the Scriptures, Ordinances and Sabbaths, 
as they are the Portal through which to enter into 
Communion and Converſe with God Himſelf. It 
believes the Scriptures that make Report of the 
Will and Pleaſure of Ged, and fo paſſeth through 
them, to the Will, Mind and Name, of God Him- 
| N-2: © {elf 


q /* 2 Tim, i. 9. Fph. i. 9, 4. 
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jet, and cſpying, the Way how to come at it, is 


Command, to attempt ſome holy Adventures upon 
. the Word; and pafleth by all Confiderations of Fleſh 


 ſoventures; and by OE 0 eth all the At- 
tributes of Jehovah, Father, 


ftending, Judg- God that ſpeaketh, and of the 


through the real Exiſtence of the Things ſpoken, 


ſelf. Faith viſits the Word as a faithful Guide jn 
it's Journey, and uſeth it no farther than a Means 
tending to bring the Soul and God together. The 
Word reports that Chriſt is there, bis Life, his 
Strength, his Grace is there, and requires the Sout 
to-enter in and take the Whole; Faith enters in, 
finds and receives it. - Faith having found it's Oh. 


quickned by the Spirit, in pure Obedience to God's 


and Blood, as deaf and blind 'to all "Things but 
what the Word ſpeaketh. It 1s refolved to take (if 
I may fo ſpeak) a /zn/elefs Journey to Chriſt, even 
upon the Sea ; for it is contented to feel no Ground 
but the Promiſe. It ſtays not to enquire, whether 
it hath Strength enough to walk or not ; but looks 
on the Word of Truth, and' confiders-it's Need, and 


on and Spirit, for it's 
Relief. It's Language is, If I periſh, I periſh: And. 
the faithful and true Witneſs hath ſaid, Pear nt, 
only believe. _ Ip . | ed 
_ Faith, fo far as it works, doth 
Faith we op erſwade the Heart of the Truth, 
poſſeſs the Unaer- Pair” Wifdom and Goodneſs of 
_— iy "eng ſure Performance of the Thing 
m 7 pn eG ſpoken; and is fingly of itſelf, 
. Exerciſe. . through the Overſhadowing of 
the holy Spirit, a Principle of appropriating to the 
Heart the "Truths ſpoken from the Mouth of an in- 
finitely true, holy, and wiſe God in his Word; 
and fo fixeth a bleſſed Satisfation in the Heart, 


and apprehended by the' renewed Underſtanding, 


fo far at leaſt as they are, by an actual ny 
"al 
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T Faith, apprehended. Bl-ſed 7s ſhe who believed, for 
there . ſhall be a Performance of the Things told her 
Wim the Lord. Luke 1. 45. + aaron” 
W The Underſtanding being renewed, 1, 77, , 
lviews over the Covenant, as it was , H; 
made with Chriſt before all Time *; fra - It 
End conſiders what Method God has _ _ 
uſed, to manifeſt it in the World. He created the _ 
habitable World, and made Man at firft righteous, 
and then permitted him to fall into the Breach of 
Sthe firſt Covenant, viz. of /Yorks ; whereby He gave 
WEntrance and Footing to the ſecond Covenant, v:z. 
of Grace +; and carried it along in a holy Line, 
through the corrupt Race of Mankind before the 
Flood, He then ſweeps away the ungodly World, 
Wand preſerves the Covenant-)ine in Nea7 ; and from 
Whin, carries it on to Abraham, and keeps it ofn 
Win it's Courſe, amidſt much Profanenefs and Idola- 
Ftry that was in the World. He then renews it | 
Imore diſtinRly with Abraham, and gives it a more 
Fvitible Being than ever before that "Time; and, b 
WRcaſon thereof, calls Abraham, the Father of the 
EFoithful, He confirms it alſo to TJaac and acob, 
Ewho are oftentimes mentioned in the Scriptures, as 
Ithe three grand Witnefles of this Covenant-favour. 
Wer rom thence it deſcends to the twelve "I ribes, re- 
Wpreſenting the elect viſible Church. After which, 
Wt is brought forth in a typical Demonſtration of - 
Chriſt, and of his managing all Things needful to 
Wc that Covenant applicable ; which is carried 
1 under the Shadows of the Ceremonial Law. 
lhe Prophets ſucceed, afferting this Covenant of 
race, and expounding it. At laſt Chriſt comes 
81 the Fleſh, and ſeals it with his Blood; and the 
\poltles are ſent-forth, to diſcover and preach this 
Wicrnal Purpoſe of Grace to the wide World, for 
M3. calling 


| | Tit, l, 2s + Gen, 111, 17s 


WI -— ——————_ _ 


\calling in the EleQ. So that the' Covenant 
Grace, which was made of God 'in Chriſt befg: 


| the Creation of the World, appears as. the main 
Scope of the Scriptures, and iflues forth it's Virtue 


through all the Promiſes, fatherly Commands, Re. 
proofs, Confolations, and Deliverances which ar 
recorded in Scripture, as the various Stream 


_ Operations, Experiences and Effects of the Cove 
nant of Grace, in and towards the Heirs of Life, 
| Tt bare the Name of the Old Covenant, during the 


Time the Paſſover was in uſe; and after the Lord's 
Dupper was inſtituted, it was called the New Cye- 
nant; both Old and New are one Covenant of 
Grace, diftering from the Covenant of JYorks as far 
as Grace and Works do differ. 
” The Underſtanding having peru- 
THe Fae agg ſ2d the Scriptures; —_ ſo Bo 
Judgment. View, and deliberated the Matter, 
digeſting it by Meditation and Prayer ; the Jude 
ment reſolves to make Covenant-refuge it's Sandiu- 
ary ; and thereupon, forbids the Heart to admit the 
Contradictions of Fleſh and Blood, and the Rea- 
ſonings of Carnal Wiſdom and Obſervation ; re- 
ſolves to determine nothing according to the Fleſh; 


_ endeavours to ſhut up all Paſlages, by which Un- 


belief, carnal) Miſ-conſtruction and Fear were uſed 
to enter ; and labours to keep open every Port that 
may admit the naked Recourſe, the Single Accels 
of the Spirit in the Word, and opens the Wu- 
dows of. the Sou], to take in the "Feſtimony and 
Evidence of a faithful and merciful God only. 
And when this mighty Diſcovery and Conquelt 
is made, the Foundations of Bondage,.” Terror and 
Tyranny, which before tormented the Conſcience, 
and enſlaved the Heart, do now begin " = | 
IE The 'Underflanding an udgment, 
Ts FEW having gone fog far ies the Conduct 
| afents. * the Spiri >Ctually to 
** of the Spirit, do attempt, efrectually 
| |  perfiwade 
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E . Meſſenger and Prince - of the Covenant ; Hum. in 
whom. all. the Promiſes are Yea-and Amen. Sanctified 
Conviction begins to tway tne Will, as Nathanael 
was moved by Phz/ip to come and ſee Him of whom 
Moſes and the Prophets did write; and aſſures the 
Conſcience, that God is ever mindful of His Co- 
yenant, has ſealed it with the Blood of His own Son, 
and has ſworn that it ſhall ſtand ſure, as the Ordi- 
nances of Heaven, and that not a 'Tittle of it ſhall 
ever fail; to which the Will aſlents. 

But alas, How doth my Pen gaſh (as. it were) 
my own Soul, in writing what I cannot heartily, 
and at full Liberty put in Practice! Oh, that my 
Under/landing and Fudgment had thus far, (ina pow- 
erful Gale of the Spirit) led my foul forth to the 
Gates of Freedom, and thus far brought me within 
the Bond af the Covenant! How ſoon would the 

fame mighty Power conquer and bring over my J/1l 
to a holy Security and Reſt in Believing. 


FY, Sou! N47 the Bottom of the Sea; the Bars of 
WP ts, an carthly and dark Mind are ſtop- 
ping my Way, and I ſcem to myſelf as lifeleſs, as 
if I had no Intereſt in the Fountain of Saving 
Health: "The Weeds are wrapped about my Head, 
1am in the Deep, but cannot cry unto the Lord, 
as Jonah did *, 


pected Diſappointment, I cannot yet tell ; I have, 
notwithſtanding, Hope in Him, that I ſhall yet be 
_ reſcued from this Captivity, and ſee his Face 
apain, | | oF 
I had been ſearching after all my Sins, through 
the ſeveral Ages of my Life, and endeavouring to 
view the Depravity of my Soul in all the finful 
Circumſtances . of every. Sin; but could not wind 


*. Jonah ii, 4, 5, 6, 


|- pecforade/the F/all, to accept a new! Lord, viz.) the | 


I am (methinks) like Fonah, in 


And what the Lord is teaching me by this unex-. 


myſelf 
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.doth concern the new Creature. And yet, although 
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myſelf out. My deſign was to get thereby to þ 
more ſmcere Clofure with Chriſt ; but, ere I was 
aware, I had challenged forth more Enemies than 
I could well ſuppreſs. I thought, by aggravating 
wy Sins, to have gotten more Hunger after Jeſu 
Chriſt, but (like over-much cold Water) it dzmped 
my Stomach, and I found Sickneſs ſeizing upon me, 
rather than Hunger ; a heartleſs Stupidity inſtead 
of Believing. I concluded I was (in fome kind or 
other) out of my Way ; or elfe had not prepare 
my Stomach to keep out the Infe&tion that exhaled 
from that Body of Death which is within me, as 
I ſhould have re whileI was moving the Limbs 
thereof. 'I he Thing I aimed at was gnickning: 
Then I remembred that IY/ord, Why ſeek ye the living 
among the dead *? which ſeemed to ſuggelt this 
ſeafonable Advice, Come not among ft the Graves with- 
out his Company who died for Sins, and ts riſen frim 
the Dead. I could not be fatisfted about the Since- 
rity of my Repentance, and there I ſtuck ; till, 2t 
length, I remembred that Chriſt roſe again, as well 
to give Repentance as Remiſſion of Sins +. $0 that 
] .can bring no Repentance to Him, but I muſt 
firſt get it from Him: He is alſo exalted to bes | 
Prince and a Savicur in giving this Repentance: A_ 
Saviour to take away all the Defe&s of my Repen- 
tance; a Prince, to overcome - all. the Difficulties, 
and to create in me a ſound Mind againſt the In- 
firmities of my Repentance, and my halting therein, 
'Take then, O mighty Prince and Saviour, this 
Work- into thine own Hands, and creaze a right | 
Spirit within me. > Vs 13 ARTS 008 PI” | 
,  - $o that now my gaddine Spirit 
My we Hrinkel is brought back "#5 to fee that 
Tl, * Chriftis the Aha and Omees, the 

ON. Author and Finiſher of whatever 


6A He 


* Luke xxiv. 5» t AQ v., g3t—Xl. 18, 


= wins Prophecy which even a Balaan fpake, Numb. 
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He be ſo, how hard is' it to venture my Soul and 

Body, my whole Hope and Care into His Hands 
by f aith in his Word ! I had heed know fuch a 
one very well with whom I am to venture myſelf 
through a Warfaring Life here, and ſhortly, through 
Death and Judgment too, and ſo into the Ocean of 
Eternity. O dear Jeſus who art my Lord and ny 
| God, who canſt renew my Heart (and none elfe can 
do it) breathe upon me, and ſay, Receieve the Holy 
Ghoft. * Caſt thy Mantle upon me, and let the 
Union of thy Spirit be fo ſhed abroad throughout 
my whole Soul, that my Heart may be entirely 
thine, thine only, that thyſelf only may be the 
Covering of my Eyes, inſtead of all other Objects, ' 
And now what ſhould hinder, Soul Ke 
but that, at length, T ſhould : "u Ao 
ſolemnly, in the Preſence” of frevn Baytiate 
God the Father, Son, 'and Spirit, and 'in the 
Preſence of all the ele&t Angels, purſue the Ends 
of that Covenant which was ſealed, by Chriſt's 
Appointment, to me in "Baptiſm ; through whoſe 
| Hands foever that Ordinance was appointed or per= 
mitted to paſs upon me. Was not that ſtill a D#- 


xXiv, 17, There ſhall come a Star out of Fatob, &Ec. 
= O did it alter it's Nature or lofe it's: Value by 
& paſſing through his Mouth.? And can*the Ordi- 
nance of Chriſt be made' yoid, through ' whoſe 
Hands ſoever it came, and in what unworthy Robe 
bever it . was dreft? Did the ſacred Ark loſe it's 
Virtue by being in the Phili/ines Cuſtody ? Did 
He forſake it who dwelt between the Cherubims ® 
# Was the HMercy-Seat deſerted, and become like com- 
mon Metal? Why then ſhould this Ordinance be 
lolt to me, in the Sub/ance of it, though (it ma) 
de) ſome human Scurf was laid upon it's Surface * 
| And have I not Reaſon to hope (through Cove- 
| nant-Grace 

Gen, xx, 16, 


9 


effectual, 
_ out my Hand through thy Grace, let thy Grace 


. Trials that I may undergo in m 
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,nant-Grace) that the Faith and Prayers of my dear 
Parents, then and fince, are more in Force for a 
DfEIIng Ypor it to me, than the Defects of other, 


in the Manner of Adminiſtration can have to hin. 
der it ? eſpecially as I am myſelf now defirous hum. 
bly to take hold of the Covenant, and with my 


'own Conſent to ſay, ©* I agree to the Condeſcey. 


ſion of thy Grrace and Love, my dear Lord; I take 
hold on 'Thy free Love, and into thy Name, 
molt holy God, (Father, Son and Spirit) I give 
myſelf up through H:m who confirmed the Cove. 
nant, and came by Water and Blood to make it 
I believe, Lord help my Unbelief. ' I reach 


and Power pull me over to thyſ:if, that in the Ark 
of Thy unchang=able Covenant I may be carried 
above myſelf, and above a miſerably drowned 
World. - Be not abſent, O thou, who in Thy 
Mercy didſt make and impoſe this Scal of the Co- 
venant, as the Badge of one of thy Family, for 


me to wear; who alſo ſpeakeſt Words of 'Trith 
and Life, when thou ſayeſt, / bapiize thee in the, 


Name of tbe Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt: 
Fulfl thy good Word unto me "Thy Servant, in 
which I deſire to: hope, that Thou mayſt be mine, 
and I may be Thine wholly for ever ; that I may 
ſerve "Thee, and glory in "Thee, with all thy Peo- 
ple who are thine own Inheritance.” | 
Woiadteorentels- Do not hang back, O my poor 
by I; "Heart, whoſe Weaxnels --nd In- 
| as wu. conſtancy have fo often bruiſed 
my inward Man. O anxtous Unbelief thou telleſt 
me, it is a Bargain ſoon made; but how ſa!) it be 
performed ? "Thou urgeft me with Difficulties that 
will ariſe from the World, from Myſelf, from the 
Body, my Soul, 
my Eſtate ; unwonted "Trials. "Thou telleſt me of 
the great Fits of Darkneſs, and ſhameful Declining 
} have 
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Thave had, after much Refreſhment, and ſtrong 
W Re(.lutions to "the contrary, Thou telleſt me, 
WT chat my Falls will now coſt me dearer than ever 
they did, and the holy Spirit will be ſooner vexed 

| ws grieved than before. Thou telleſt me, I ſhall 

| ſoon be weary of my Yoke, and then my Sins will 
WT bc of a deeper, and more Heart-hardning Dye than _ 
W cyer, But remember, O Soul-deſtroying Unbclief, . 
W | coll myſelf upon the Rock of Ages, I deliver my- 
W {-/f up to the Covenant of Grace; not to bring 
W Strength to it, but to fetch Strength from it, - and 
E from that Word, which ſaith, $: hall not have Do- 
minin over you ; for you are not under the Law, but 
under Grace*. And becauſe I am weak, therefore I 
W co to everlaſting Strength. The more I make in- 
W finite Power my Lord and Maſter, the more is that 

WE Divine Power engaged to hold me up. Let my own 
= Power languiſh into nothing, ſolong as I can claim | 
WE (01 th2 Account of free Grace) undoubted Right 

W to the Arm of God. My own Strength never did 
W 1c good, but deceived me, Doſt thou not know, O 
W nifgiving Heart, that I am ſhortly to leave the whole 
WV eight of my Soul (in launching from Mortality ) 
W u01 tie fame Word of Promiſe which doth now 
W ofer Strength to carry me through the Difficulities 
Wo! my pretent Z/arfare; And what do I more than 
Wh iicp torth to behold the Lord /e2lizg his Covenant 
Wa2d Promiſe, that he will be my Gd, and will guide 
WW: by b!s Grace, and afterwards bring me to Glory ? 
W | 0 which Covenant, in Faith {png with Fear and 
7 mbling) T deſire to give my Conſent; which (1 
Wtrult) in ſome Meaſure of Sincerity, I have done. 
W Neither do thou, O Satan, vaunt, and ſay to me, 
Ws £/ab ſaid to David, I know the Pride of thy 
earth. 1 ball yet bring thee dotun. Know, O thou 
3 falſe Accuſer, I” go to Him, who is both able to 
0 me up, and make me humble too, that I may 
1 WAP Y 1Þ es Bend 


4 $ * F b 5 : *Y 
E: Rom, V1 14. + Rom, xiv. 4. Þ 1 Sam, xvii 28, - 


Faith ulneſs, ſaid alſo to me, Thou ſhalt know the 
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be-more-and more. abaſed, and die away from the 
Workings. and Lufſtings of Fleſh and Blood, into 
the. Power, Grace, Wiſdom and Truth of God; to 
whoſe Covenant, for that End, by his own Appoint. 
ment, I declare my. Conſent ; and do defire, with x 
broken.and bleeding Heart, to bleſs him, that ever 
he allowed me to come ſo near to him in this Manner, 
Though 1. fall, I ſhall not fall utterly, I ſhall be 
raiſed up again, becauſe.my Redeemer is riſen; and 
He his ſtrong who pleads. my Cauſe. 
What is the Volume of the Scriptures but 
Divine Oceconomy, containing the Laws of Relation 
betwixt a God of all Grace and his Choſen ; Infſtitu- 
tions and Commands of Grace, Threatnings and 
Reproofs of Grace, Promiſes and Betrothings of 
Grace, and mere Grace £ Has not the ſame God, who 
ſaid, 1 will betrath thee to me for ever im Righteouſnej; 
and Judgment, in loving-Kindneſs and Merctes, and in 


Lord *? Has he not ſaid to me, Thy Maker (Father, 
Son and. Spirit) is thy Huſbandy, even while I am 
grieved in Spirit, and toſſed about with the Tempeſt 
of my own. Confuſions? And has he not faid, that 
I ſhall ſay, The. Lord is my God 4? And He will ay, 
Thou art one of my People\, and will not be aſhamed ti 
be called my God ||? Yea, hath He not declared, 
That I ſhall ſay, [ am the Lord's; and that 7 ſhall 
bear his Name and Sirname with his Jacob and his Il- 
rael; and that / ſhall even ſubſcribe .1t with my Hand ©, 
never to be .reverſed? O Fountain of Life and 
living Waters, reveal thyſelf, that I may not go 
about to marry Fleſh and Spirit together ; but that 
I may be ſpirited as a chaſte Virgin eſpouſed to 
Chrifl, and ſo enter into this glorious, ſpiritual, 
Fleſh-mortifying and myſtical Wedlock, Let i 


not 
* Hoſea ii. 19, 20. Þ Ifa, liv. 5. Þ Zech. Xi1i, 
y Hol, lls 28, | Heb, Xl; 10, 4 Iſa, xlive Ho 
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\ ot be merely ſpeculative, but real; and influericed 
Wvith Light, Life and Power from thy Heart' to 


ine. NY 
= Oh how doth this unwilling Heart of mine hold 
W.ck! What canſt thou cloſe with, befides' God 
W:. Chriſt, but it will periſh; and while it is in thy 
Hind, will be a broken Reed, that will make thee 
WS: in leaning upon it? Is not the Covenant of 
WC rce Somewhat which God Himſelf hath deviſed 
Wor his own Glory, and thy Eſtabliſhment ? Has 
WHe required thee to bind thyſelf to fear and love. 
WHim; and hath not He engaged to circumciſe thy 
Heart, that thou mayſt love and fear Him? _ Deut. 
Wcxx. 6. Jer. xxXii. 40. Ezek. X1. 19. 200 © © 
& Oh that I could put Faith to this Word, - till the 
E\Varmth thereof grew up into a Flame, which 
Wnany Waters might never quench! And Oh |. 
Wet my faithful God, who has expreſly promiſed, 
Wby Covenant, #9 give me one Heart and one Way 
W(with the Reſt of them who are Confederates of 
WGrace) that 1 may fear Him for ever for my Good, 
Wemember it, and #11 it (as he hath ſaid) with all 
Wis Heart and all his Soul *, Oh! pardon my Un-. 
Wbclief that I do ſtand fo far aloof from putting to 
ny Soul, that God, who cannct lie, will accompliſh 
Ws To to a Tittle, 
3 Soul longs to be at ſome more "IP 
Wi, and expreſs Chfure with ſuch a 7%%S947 longs 
WUod, and would fain reckon before / Is. 1 
Wand what it will coſt Me. When Pe: cn 
W conſider that Word, Know ye not, that your Bidy is 
Wb: Temple of the Holy Ghoft, which is in you, and that 
9 are nt your own, for you are bought with a Price? 
1nd therefare glorify God in your Body and in your Spirit 
Wobich are God's+.. T even faint under the Majeſty of 
Wuch a Covenant of unutterable Grace which calls 


O | _ me 


cr. xxxii, 39, 40, 41, + 4 Cor, vi. 19, 20, 
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_ me, upto. ſuch Dignity and Duty at once. By 
and Spirit which are God's, What a Word is this 
Tou are net your own, How far doth this reach! Thy 
Whole Concernment of my Soul and Body, which 
are, my own, are to be given up to God by Fit 
and new Obedience, that they may be his, and x 
my. own Diſpoſal no longer. Oh a thouſan 
Worlds for a Surrender ſuitable to this Eſtate ang 
high Calling of God in Jeſus Chriſt! Oh, || 
the Creator of {jrael, my King, faſhion the V;. 
lue of this Pearl in every Aﬀection of my Soul, that 
T1 may{((in his own Meaning) fell All to purchaſe it! 
Chritt Jeſus was in earneſt when He gave his Body 
to the Crofs, and his very Soul an Offering for my 
Sake: Of that could be in a like Serioutnek, in 
| giving away wy Body and Soul to Him again! 
trengthen, O Lord, my weak Hands, and contin 
my feeble Knees. 
' The Soul 5s Methinks I hear the Voice of my be- 
Yn i loved Jeſus calling out, ** Fear nt, 
Wo 7: O anxious Soul, behold it 1s I, be wt 
| es afraid; I, who am thy Redeemor, un 
firong; F am mighty to ſave : And therefore, Hearim, 
O Danghter, and conſider, mcline thine Ear ; forget ali 
thy Father's Houſe, and thine own People: Let Me he 
the Object of all thy AﬀecCtions, reſt in my Pleaſure 
only and always; © will I, thy King and Huſband, 
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greatly defire thy Beauty, and be always trimming 
thee for my own Society, for I am thy Lord ; and 
thou muſt worſhip, and fully reſt in, and be devoted 

to Me alone;,. and to no other.” 
"EMT rk con. [ conſent, dear Chriſt ; and hetel 
od offer my Body and Soul to the A- 
Ws wh greement, I give them up, dear and 
: gracious Redeemer, I give them up unto 'T hee tor 
ever. In Obedience' to thy Commands, and reiying 
© upon thy Strength, I write *t with my own Hand, 
that I will bethine, and for Thee, and not for any other; 
My Belovedis ming, and Tam his. Though I gh 
binds at 
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Wl:ck, and very. polluted, through my natural Pol- 
Wi cion and daily Infirmity ; yet, through the Savour 
Wot thy Ointments, O precious, ever-livingy  ever- 
W: nicrceding Chriſt, let me now be a ſweet Savour 
Win thy Noitrils, and pleaſant in thy Sight, and in_ 
Wche Sight of thine and my Father ; and let me be 


W Father and the Son, that I may now go out. about 
thy Work with Toy, and be led forth by Thee with 
W Peace, 2nd renewed Teſtimonies of thy Help and 
W Preſence. Let the dountains and Hills break forth 
W 67/077 7112 into Singing, and all the Trees of the Field clap 
WW ir Hands for Foy. Glory be to God on high, © 
8 Earth Peace, becuuie the good [ill of God has ſtooped 
E to ſuch 2 Worm as me. Inſtead of the 'T horn, now - 
W 1ct there be a Fir-Tree ; inſtead of the Brier, a 
W Myrtle-Tree ; let Righteouſneſs and SAOFTary to 
8 thy Will profper in my Soul, as an everlaſting Sign ' 
of this Covenant, that it ſhall never be cut of nor 
& broken. Z | 
E //hatam I, © Lord of Heaven and Earth, hat 
8 thou haſt brought me hitherto ? Stabliſh thy Covenant ta 
W thy Servant, as the fure Mercres of David, for ever. 
E And ſeeing 1 do now reſt in this bleffed Covenant, 
(leaning upon thee, my dearly Beloved) let me never 
W nouriſh halting Enquiries from the "Time of theſe 
Ws ſacred Vows to the moſt High God. Let me never 
| devour and deſtroy this ſacred Bond ; and fo turn 
W . this preſent and holy Deſign, and invielable Tie in- 
to a dnare. Take this Burden upon thy Shoulders, 
| O Rack of Ages; and let this Covenant and my per- 
ſonal Infirmity alſo be perpetually before thy Eyes, 
, to make good thy Covenant upon all Occaſions ; 
and Jet thine everlaſting Arms be always under me, 
to keep my Feet from falling. _ _ 
= lo this Covenans with my God, and to theſe 
8 my oupplications, Confeſlions and Vows in the 
$ Name of Him who hath called me into this Liberty 


CES: through 


W breathed upon, Day and Night, by .the Spirit of the 
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through the Blood of the Mediator and my dear Re. 
deemer, (vhich I declare to be my ACt and Ie, 
through his Grace, never to be reverſed, and thy 
it may ſtand as a Mount and ſure NY all the 
Days of my Life, that I have at this "Time, an 
this Evening, ſolemnly, and with a ſincere Aim an 
full Purpoſe of Heart, unfeigned Confent, and joy. 
ful Satisfaction, laid hold on the Covenant of Graz 
as my own Intereſt, relying on my Afcdiator's Hdy 
and Strength to ſee it all performed, both on Be. 
half of my God and. me; and in whoſe Hand ] 
leave it,, who knows the Meaning of his own vi- 
rit.) To this Covenant, I ſay, (oz. the whole 
Sub?ance thereof, and all the Expoltulations and 
Deſires concerning the fame) with ſon.* Faithin, 
Fear of, Love to, and Hope towards Him, 
 elone wworketh in me, to will and to do according tohis 
good Pleaſure: According to that Meaſure which | 
have received, with a trembling Joy, I conſent, and 
do ca? myſelf into his Arms, and ſerve It with 
my own Hand, never to be revoked. 


HENRY DORNEY. 


y” #7 WS 2a And ſeeing this is the accepted 
ET " Time in which God hath heard me, 
and a Day of Salvation-in which He 
| hath ſuccoured me, I would yet fur- 
ther put on the Bond of this glorious Freedom as 
"my Robe for ever; and declare, that as my God 
has often repeated the Subſtance of his gracious 
Covenant, ſometimes in Refergnce to the Fime to 
'come ®; ſometimes in Reference to the Time pre- 
ſent +; ſometimes ſpeaking of his People t, and 
ſometimes ſpeaking zo his People F; in all which he 

| | | apr 

* Ezek, Xi, 20, —XxXVi. 98, Þ Ifa. xlin. 3. 5 
Ezek, xxxiv. 31, Þ} Jer. xxiv. 7. & . Jer. XxX, 22' 
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E appears as one ſetting forth his unlimited Purpoſe of 
W good Things, with Variety of Illuſtration, . and 
E (;round of Aﬀlurance to all his confederate People, 
W Jcading them forth to a plentiful Way of rightful 
W 2nd abundant Application thereof to heiadves, 
@ 2nd for their Uſe in all Caſes for ever; I do alſo 
declare, that my Scope and Senſe in this my cove- 
E nanting with God is, that, through his Strength, 
E 1 will difown all Rebellings and Repinings againft 
his Threatnings, Reproofs and Chaſtiſements ; and 
E that I will difown the Stifling of any of my Con- 
W victions, becauſe they are all of them Diſperſations 
@ of his Grace, and Means whereby to partake more 
and more of his Holineſs*, My Scope and Senſe 
E alſo further is, that my Heart ſhall lie open to all 
& the Commands of my God, and that I will own 
F them as my Heritage for.ever, taking them to be my 
| Joy, and Delight, and Love, whatever they re- 
& quire+; and that becauſe they are his good Pleaſure, 
& and becauſe I account his Rebukes of all Sorts, and 
& Commands of all Sorts to be the Repreſentations 
8 and Beams of his Righteouſneſs and Holineſs t; 
| and the very Rays alſo of the Covenant of his 
| Gracey. | | 
|F Here is more Work for thee, O my bleffed 
& vurety. Tt is thy Grace alone that can uphold me 
FE in all Parts of my Duty, and perte&t that whith 
# concerneth me. I ground my Promiſe upon thize|| , 
$ | had not dared to have promiſed theſe 'Things, if 
8 toy Word had not firſt aſſured me, that thou wilt 
Go all my Works in me and for meq4. Puton 
dtrength then, O Arm of the Lord; let not thy 
Name be polluted, and my Boaſting in Thee turn to 
| thy Reproach. Rentember Thou art all my Strength 
and Life, For this End I would multiply all the 
NO: EY O77. Commands 
| 5 Hleb. X11. 5, 6.,10. | Pla, cxix. 6, 97, 111, f Fa. 
CXIX.. 75.— Jer. Xil. 1. C Rev. iti, 19,—Pfa. cxix. 75. 
| Ha, Xil, 19,—]oel 111, i6.- A la. xxvi. 12g 
| Ivii, 2,1 Theſ, v, $4-ooPHC 1-19, ERS 
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Commands of God in my Eye, that under my In. 
poſſibility of Performance (through that Contradic. 
tion and Infirmity that is in my Fleſh) I might he 
ſwayed and carried by the Spirit of Faith into the 
Perfection-of Strength, and be able to do all Things 
in Chriſt who fſtrenghneth- me, and anſwereth for 
me. Of all the Thouſands of God's Command; 
He never required me to do one with my own Arm, 
as the Obedience in which He delights; but that ] 
ſhould a&t in Strength every Moment received from 
Chrift, and ſo work my Works in God* all the Days 
of my Life. Reveal to thy Covenant-ſervant, 
Lord, that Strength which thou alloweſt me, that 
I may know where it lies, and how to derive it to 
nhers for thy Work and Service, according to the 
Scope of this Covenant, which, at. thy gracious 
Call, I offer up myſelf unto. How doſt thou neceſ- 
ſitate me to thy Yoke, and allure me by a gracious 
Violence to delight in having my Hands and Heart 
tied with the Heart-ſtrings of thy Love to 'T hyſelf, 
in this golden Covenant, inextricably and for ever! 
Take me, O dearly Beloved of my Soul, nearer 
and nearer to Thyſelf, till all the Shadows be gone; 
that then I may behold thy Face, and be fatished 
with thy Image. _ EE, 

Oh, how ſoon am I now diverted from a pure 
and diligent Watchfulneſs! how many precious 
Minutes do ſlide away from me |. Sometimes Food 
is my dSnare, and ſometimes Abſtinence is ſo too: 
Sometimes Society, and ſometimes Retirement puts 
me behind-hand: All my Compoſednelſs is foon 
diſcompoſed. Let thy Eye be. upon me, O my 
God, according to thy Word, and water me every 
Moment, leſt any Thing aſſault and hurt my Soul 
which thou haſt redeemed4. And quicken my 

Faith and Hope in thy Word for this, | 
; | OE SE nie n-, Many 


& - 


* Joh, iii. 21. + Iſa, xavii. g. 
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Many a wretched Stop / do-I meet with; -pardont 
me, O.my Lord and my God, and renew'a-Spirit 
of Truth, Tenderneſs, Sincerity and rightly-fea+ 
ſoned Heart for' the Work I am now upon. © + 
My Scope and Meaning in . giving my Hand, 
and- cloſing with this Covenant of my God 'is fur- 
ther this, viz. That through his Help, I will af- 
cribe Truth to all the Words of his Promiſes, by 
| believing them, and receiving them, as that which 
ſhall be accompliſhed ; that I will labour to keep 
the Majeſty of the Promiſer in my Eye, and to pre- 
| ſerve the Faith and Hope of his fulfilling his Word, 
upon the Account of his unſearchable Wiſdom and 
Faithfulneſs, and not by my uncertain Taſte: 'I hat 
| no Guilt of Sin ſhall ems! me from the Fountain 
| wherein Sinners are to be'cleanſed: -That I will, 
through the 'Guidance of his Spirit, aſpire after a 
more praQtical and accuſtomed Exerciſe in living 
the Life that I live, by the Faith of the Son of 
| God; and, reſting from my own Works, reach af-. 
ter that ſelf-denying Activity which iflues from m' 
Union with Chrift as my Head. O my Lord, 
| mould my Heart into this Life: This is the very. 
Pearl that I would. willingly {ell all to get. What” 
| a lovely Comportment would it ſettle between the 
Actions of -my outward and inward Man? How 
would it teach my Soul to rule my Body? How 
| willingly would my Soul and Body then be contra- 
dicted, and take Pleaſure to be thwarted by the Spi- 
rit of Chriſt, when the Crown : is ſettled on the 
Head of the new Creature, -and. the. Scepter of Go-. 
vernment in it's Hand, aCting as in.the Throne of 
| Chriſt, in the Virtue of his pure Life, and glorious- 
| 4rm, and every Imagination of the Heart bowing 
cown before it? Oh, when ſhall my inward Man 
be thus cloathed.. with. Glory and - Power; looking: 
forth through all my Senſes as the Morning, fair as 
the Moon, and terrible as an Army with Banners ? 


Hey. his p 
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This Gate of Heaven T would aſpire towards, 
through that Means of Vi@ory which overcomey 
the World, the Devil, and an earth] Mind; even 
through the Faith of the Son of God. "This s 
_ that which I have in my Eye, although it be as x 
Land that is afar off, I tarot with Deſire; ſtay me, 
and ftrengthen me with the Flagons of Hope, 0 
"Thou, who haſt ſuffered me to touch the Skirt of 
thy Garment, and brought me within the Covenant 
of thy Grace. 2 eb ENT 

When I conſider the Sovereignty of God, that 
He doth whatſoever He will in Heaven and Earth; 
that ſometimes He has deſerted his People as to 
powerful Communications of Grace; as it was 
with David, Peter, and Others, in the Time, of 
their 1inful Backſlidings : When T conſider theſe 
Things, I begin to ſtagger about the Immutahility 
of his Purpoſe and that uninterrupted Good-Will 
which He declares in the Covenant, where He 
faith, I ww!l not turn away from them to do them good; 
and T will put my Fear imo their Hearts that they ſhall 
not depart from Me *, And therefore to guard 
againft this Heart-linking miftake I reſolve to nou- 
Tiſh the Faith of his conſtant, unfatling Love and 
Good-Will in his Covenant upon the following 
Grounds, —T hat his Nature is unchangeable; fir 
God is not a Man that He ſhould lie, neither the Sim if 
Man that He ſhould repent $.—T hat Nothing can 
come to paſs but what is the Effet of his Purpofet. 
— T hat his Covenant is everlaſting, -and his Pur- 
poſe of Love therein the ſame for ever $.— [hat 
. his purpoſe to thern whom 'He calls up to take Hold 
of his Covenant is wholly a purpoſe of Love and 
Grace {| .—Fhat He complains when a doubting 
Heart makes Queſtion of it C.—That it has been 
; RE, RE re RY confirmed 
* Jer. xxxii, 40, F Num, xxiii, 19. t Ags. iv. 28, 
$ Jer: XXXI1. 35, ZO.—XxXl., 40, 41, || 2 111, 1:9 

John xl, 27,—xlix, 14. 15. 
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eonfirmed by the Death of the Teſtator, that the 
Cauſe of Alienation, viz. the Guilt of my Sin, is 
removed by the one complete and completing Offer= 
ins of the Body of Chriſt *.—That Chriſt ever 
lives to intercede, and is always heard ; becauſe the 
Will of the Father and Son is the ſame Will, 
breathing itſelf forth to the Obje&s of Grace by the 
Everlaſting Spirit. And therefore when I ſeem to 
be foriaken, I reſolve to believe, that ſuch Deſer- _ 
$ tion is only Phyſick ; and to enquire what it is that 
God is teaching me thereby ; that ſo I may ſee 
Ground, as fatisfyingly to thank Him for the gra- 
| cious Frowns of his unchangeable Love, as for his 
racious ſmiles; and to take the Advantage of that 
| Seaſon to implore his Aid more importunately to 
| loathe my ſinful ſelf; and to revive afreſh more 
| pure ſelf-denying Exerciſes of believing and refign= 
ing to Him, fearing his —_ Judgments, and 

patiently waiting for the Time when the Spirit, 

{ whom 1 have grieved, will return again with the 
Manifeſtation of his gracious Preſence to my Soul. 
In all theſe Confiderations, Reſolutions and Deſires 
in my covenanting with God, my Meaning further 
is, That I accept of Jeſus Chriſt, as He is the Gift 
of God, to be the whole Covenant to me, to work 
| Faith, and give the Things believed; to work De- 
{ fires, and give the Things defircd; to a& for me, 
and in me, that the Covenant may never fail from 
me, on Account of my Sins and Miſcarriages; be- 
| cauſe He has ſatisfied Juſtice in my Stead, and bro't 
me into his everlaſting Righteouſneſs; norcan I fail 
from the Covenant through Unbclief, and a lan= 
guiſhing View of my own Infirmity ; becauſe He is 
my Strength to labour, Author and Finiſher of my 
Faith, who gaye Himſelf to ſanify me by the Spi- 
rit of Regeneration, in the Application of his 
Word to me for quickning ; that ſo Chriſt may » 

| a 


* Heb, x, 14, 7:3 


me, and on Chriſt's Part for me towards God, may 


 Newed perſonal Covenanting with 


{tl Jead me again' and again with Weeping and 


into more ample 


_ venant with God 
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all :u all, to fulfil the Engagement of God to ms 
and my Engagement in his Name, to God, An, 
ſeeing that Þreaches are like to fall out often on m 
Part, I accept of Him with' Reliance, that he wif 
ſand in the Gap, that thoſe Breaches may not c. 
ſtruct the Good-will and Mercy of God from me, 
nor harden my Heart from Him: 'That fo the Gras 
of the Covenant'on (God's Part in Chriſt towards 


remain, in the Eye of my Faith, inviolable, when 
the Peace of the Covenant, (through ſinful Devaſ. 
tations and Darkneſs) is interrupted and bruiſed, 
And that he will ſtill recover me again into a re- 
| 50d, that 1n his 
Perfon I may behold eternal and ſure Mercies, as 
the Sun in the Firmament, as the Days of Eter- 
nity*, And that by his Mediation and'Surety{hip, 
applied to me by the effetual working of the Spi- 
rit, I may in my own Perſon be drawn under his 
Shadow, to recover my Hold-faſt, and have my 
Face ſet towards the Covenant. And that He will 


DSupplications to God in Him as my reſting Place; 
and that He will cauſe this glorious Word to ring 
as an Alarm un my Ears, Return unto me, for 1 an 
married unto thee; I will heal thy Backflidings}. 1 
will be, and am thy King: here is any ather that can 
comfort thee, or fave thee in all thy /andrings $? And 
that he will cauſe my Bowels to be moved at the 
: Voice, and to give Anſwer, It is the Vaice of my Be- 
on Behold 1 come unto Thee, for thou art the Lond 
my Gedh, te rk; 
And thatTI may now ſum up the 
The Soul enters Matter of this  Covpagit which 
God has called me to make, and 
which, in Obedience to his Call, 
I do heartily reſolve in his Stren oth 
- to 


' and expreſs Co- 


ws | | : | / vo. 
* Pſa. lxxxix, 29, + Jer. ili. 14, 22, f Hoſea x1. 


. 


& SANCTUARY, &c. $03 


to adhere unto ;, guard my Heart, guard 'my Pen, 
uard my Vote and WYords, O thou who leadeſt the 
Blind to Thyſelf by a Way which Nature knows 
not ; but thou knoweſt thy own Way, and knoweft 
how to lead the Thoughts of my Heart, and Words 
lof my Pen, and my Mouth, that my Lips may ut- 
ter nothing rafhly before Thee. ou haſt made 
[4 Covenant of Grace, and often repeated the Ferms 
| of the Covenant ; and haſt ſaid, I ſhall ſay, The Lord 
is my God *; and haſt recorded the mutual Avouch- 
© 117 between thee and thy People, in expreſs Words +. 
Yea, Strangers are invited to ſerve Thee, to love thy 
Name, to be thy Servants, and to lay hold on thy Cove- 
| nant, to join themſelves to Thee, and to obſerve thy 
8 Sibbaths and Ordinances of Worſhip fJ. And when 
@ thy People did enter into a Covenant to ſeek the Lord 
| God of their Fathers with all their Heart, and with all 
thetr Soul, and fuware to T hee with a loud Voice, and 
| rejoiced at the Oath, as having ſought Thee with their 
| whole Deſire, Thou waſt found of themy\. And in 
| this Way have thy Servants appropriated Thee to 
themſelves || 3 and appropriated themſetves to Thee, And 
| Thou haſt ſaid, Theſe Things are written for my 
E Learnng C. and that I am to imitate and follow them 
| " through Faith od Patience did inherit the Promi- 
8 [es ** + 910ing myſelf to Thee ++, with full Purpoſe o 
| Heart the EY this Warrant ſe Sort Lad. 
ment, I do here bring my Bady and Soul, and all 
that I have and am, to Thee as a Firſt-fruit Offer- 
| ing, and claim, in Return, a Right to FThyſelf, 
through thy free Grace, being invited and authorie 
ed ſo to do FF, | 


I do 


* Hol. ii, 29g, F Deut, xxvi. 17. 18. þ* Ifa. lvi. 6, 7: 

| 4 2 Chron, xv, 12, 15. | Pfa, cv, 7, 8. Pha. oxvi. 
16, 18, —[fa, Ixiii, 16, 19, T Rom. xv. 4. ** Heb. 
V1, 12, Tt 2 Cor. viii. 5, +} Ads xi 29. FF Jer, lit 
4, 19,Hoſea il, 29. | 
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20:17 2. : 1 do declare in thy Preſence. 
| RY Soul mates. moſt Righteous, holy and kN 
| ws _ cious God, that (as thou } 

it's Faith, Sil u haſt 

hoo __ declared in thy Word) I do ac. 
knowledge I am one of the Poſterity of the firſt 4. 
dam, and was in his Loins both when Thou made| 
him pure, bearing the Image of Righteouſneſs and 
Holineſs; and when he tranſgrelied thy righteous 
Command, by eating the Fruit which Thou haſt for. 
bidden him toeat; and that I ſtand before Thee guilty 
of the Sin which he then committed, in all the Ex. 
_ tent, Circumſtances and Aggravations thereof ; and 
that I am thereby become rightful Heir to all that 
ſinful Pollution which by him entred in upon all 
Mankind, and rightful Heir alſo to all that Curſe 
and Puniſhment which "Thou denouncedit upon him, 
when Thou ſaidſt, 1» the Day whereim thou eateft 
theresf thou ſhait die; and that 1 am by this my Na- 
ture and Deſcent liable to thy righteous Sentence 
of Death and Wrath eternally ; that I did in that 
Day loſe thy Favour, and incurred the accurſed Ef- 
fects of that Loſs to my Soul, relating both tomy 
temporal and eternal State. | 
1 do acknowledge that of thy free Grice, and 
that alone, thou didſt ſpeedily make Promiſe of a 
Redeemer, which ſhould ariſe of the Seed of the 
Woman, and be manifeſted in the Fleſh : Which 
accordingly thou didſt perform, by ſending thine 
only Son into the World, having a Body framed 
by the Power of the Holy Spzrit in the Womb of a 
Viewla,-and who was born free from all that here- 
ditary Corruption which the firſt Parents of Man- 
kind did derive to their Poſterity by natural Propa- 
gation; who, by his voluntary Obedience, fulfilled 
thy whole Law, and, by his Death, did bear the 
whole Curſe and Puniſhment due to me and 
all eleted Mankind, in the Body. of his Fleſh: 
And that being thine eternal Son, the expreſs 


Image 
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Init of thy Perfoni,- and God bleſſed for ever, He 
did fully pay the Debt, and remove the Curſe and 


deſerved Puniſhment from ſo'many as Thou hadft in 


eternal Purpoſe given Him to be a Ranſom for, 
and ſuperabundantly recovered thy Image and Fa- 


vour to them again: And that, being truly dead, 


He raiſed Himſelf by his own Divine Power, and 
is aſcended 'into the higheſt Heavens, where He 
ſitteth on the Right. Hand of the Majeſty on High 
ippearing always in thy Preſence as. Mediator, con- 
fiſting of the two Natures of God and Man in one 
Perſon, continually interceding before Thee on the 
| Behalf of them whom He redeemed, and making 
the Ends and Virtue of his Mediatorſhip effeCtual 
| for their Good, and on their Behalf, _ 

That He” hath brought this State of Life and 
Salvation to Light by the Goſpel, contained in the 
Books of the Old and New Teſtament, and effec- 
tually diſpenſed the fame under datk Types and 


Prophecies till His Incarnation ; ſince which Time 


He hath mightily declared Himſelf by his Word and 
Works : The Father alſo from 
Holy Spirit teſtifying of | Him, that He is the Sa- 
viour of the World, and that believing/in Him, 
they who believe ſhall have Life through his Name. 
That He has declared by choſen Witneſſes, who 
converſed with Him, and- faw his Miracles, that 
He is the Eternal God, and alſo true Human Na- 
| ture in one glorious Perſon ; and has appointed them 
to teſtify, that He is the Judge of Quick and Dead, 
and that whoſoever believeth in Him ſhall receive 
Remiffion of Sins, ' and be juſtified from all Con- 
ſcience of | Guilt, and intereſted in )a more abun- 
dant Righteoufheſs, Life and Happinefs than was 
loſt before ; that He ſendeths forth his Spirit to 
breathe a new Life by Faith through the” Diſpetiſh- 
tion'of this Goſpel, whereby He gathers' all the 
Ele@ irito a Myiltical, - ttue,Spiritual' Union with 
| P 


0 
Caf; 


eaven, and the 


Himſelf, 


"1 
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Himſelf, who is the Door 'of ' their Communion 
with God, 'and of his Communion with them: 
And, having in Himſelf the "Terms and 'Parts of 
the Covenant relating to each Party, He has 6 
united them together in a Covenant-Bond, that 
the moſt Righteous 'God reacheth to them his 
Hand, and proclaims Himſelf theirs ; and they 
reach forth their Hands by Faith and Refignation, 
and declare they are wholly his. By which Cove- 
nant-Union they are Partakers of God, and all 
communicable good 'Things in Him ; and are yi. 
rited to give up themſelves and all that they have 
and are, to his Diſpoſal in Newneſs of Life, and 
have Freedom'to come to the Mediator for Teaching, 
_ Strength and Parging, through the. Means appointed 
by Him for that 'End, as their daily Neceſlity and 
Weakneis doth require, for carrying on - the true 
Scope, and to anſwer the true End of their Covenant 
Relation to God "while they live on Earth ; and, 
through the Reſurrection of Chriſt, have an. af- 
ured Pledge of ſafe Convoy through the Grave, to 


4 - 


an Eternal and Vifible Fellowſhip with Him, and 
unutterable Enjoyment of Communion + with: the 
Father, Son and Spirit, being - perfefted for ever, 
-ſuitably to ſuch a State, both in Body and in Sou), 
| A Silemn G, " 44h | Now, according to this'Confel- 
__ | ", © © hhonandacknowlegment, groun- 


nant with God _ S4 nt; grouty 
in the Name = woo thy own Word, breath- 


= b | thy Spirit, and experi- 
.» of Chriſt, ""Þ ently all thy choſen People; 


according to ' the Meaſure of thy Revelation; and 
Spiritual Application' thereof, : I-throw- myſelf down 
before Thee, O. moſt holy, righteous, -all=powerful, 
and gracious God; I cat myſelf before Thee as a 
poor Syrian ready to periſh, without any 'Strength at 
A\to extricate myſelf from the Guilt of Sin, and it's 
deſeryed Puniſhment. | I once loft Thee quite, and 
kat been loſt from Thee for ever, ifithy naked Ari, 
C36 IM be had 
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id not brought thy Salyation. near, and opzned my 
Io to ay Abo I do here, geclare before | 
Thee, and before thy, holy Angels, that I do accept of, 
and give up myſelf and all, that 1s mine, to comply 
W with the. Defign of my Reſtoration which thy gra- 
cious Wiſdom has found-out. I do accept of Jeſus 
8 Chriſt thy Son, to be my Wiſdom, | Righteouineſs, 
Sanctification and Redemption : I do accept of Him 
to.be my only. Acceſs to thy. favourable Preſence, 
E and to enable me to walk acceptably before /T hee. 
E | cloſe with thy Appointment for laying my Sins 
and all my Guiltinzſs upon Him; and do profeſs, 
through thy Grace, that 1 will not hazard thy Diſ- 
pleaſure by covering my Guilt, or bearing it myſelf, 
| by Unbelief cheriſhed within me. In Him I doaccept . 
of ty lorions, Self to be my God, and in all At- 
tributes of thy glorious Nature to be my Portion, 
and all ready, for my Relief and Advantage. I do 
accept of the Gadifring Virtue of thy Spirit, and 
am grieved that I have ſo often vexed and grieved 
him by Diſobedience. and Unbelief, I do own and 
take to myſelf thy free and unchangeable Love ig 
Chriſt, I do receive the whole Scriptures, and ac- a 
knowledge them to be thy expreſs Will ; and all nl 
thy gracious Commands, Threatnings and Promi+ | 
ſes, to be. in all. Things moſt right, and to be the 
Iſſues of thy Wiſdom, Holineſs, Goodneſs and 
Truth, for my Inftruftion, Purging, Comfort and 
Hans of my Life; 


Eſtabliſhment in all Caſes, all the 
which .I engage, in thy Strength, to adhere unto, 
as the Rule of my Faith and Converſation. I embrace. 
the Covenant, wherein Thou haſt promiſed and ſworn 
to be mine ; and that bleſſing 'Thou wilt bleſs me in 
Chriſt for thine own Sake : And I dohere heartily, 
willingly. and joyfully, with Fear and Trembling, 
Wo up myſelf to "Thee, and to the Belief of thy 

ord; and do bind myfc}f to Thee this Day with 
my.wholg. Heart, and in expreſs Words, to be thine, 
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and to yield" myſelf, mine and all that doth concern 
me, to the good Pleafure of thy Will; and that | 
will attend upon Thee, through © thy Grace, for 
Wiſdom and Strength to love, fear, ſerve and obe 

"Thee; that T will chooſe the Things that pleat 
Thee, and not repine at thy Dealings towards me, 
as if Thou hadſt forgotten at any Time to be praci. 
ous. I bind myſelf in the Scope and Virtue of thi 
| holy Covenant with "Thee, to have tender Aﬀec. 
tions to all thy People who are the joint Objet of 
_ thy Love, and to attend upon the Manifeſtation of 
the Spirit and Power in thy Ordinances; and, 
through thy Strength, contentedly to bear the Croſs 
'T hou ſhalt lay upon me, in conformity to the Death 
_ of Chriſt ; and that Thyfelf and thy pure Will ſhall be 
the ſupreme Mark and Object of -my Aﬀections, 
And, O my moſt glorious God, who pitieſt the 


Poor, and ſuch who have no Strength, accept this 


Offermg from my Hand and Heart, and ſuccour thy 
Servant, who, under much ReluQancy of Unbe- 


hef, doth ftrive to yield himſelf ro-be wnoliy bound 


to Thee. When | look upon my own Strength, [ 
| Joathe itand am aſtoniſhed at ſuch a Work as this; 
but ET implore Thee, and do profeſs I do with full de- 
fire of Heart caft myſelf upon the Wings of thy 
Power, to be carried above all Impediments- that 
ſhall ariſe from Satan, from this preſent evil World, 
and from the Body of Sin and Death which is within 
me | Y ragrn ee 

' O Thou who cameſt in the Fleſh to purchaſe 


' me, vifit the Soul which Thou haft allured to 
' ſeek and follow Thee; and cauſe the North and 
South Find to blow upon thy Garden, my Soul, 


which with , Delight doth long after Thee, 'in this 


. 


haſt ſaid, Its eafy and light; make it fo. 
—_— _ And 


nd. ods avowed wad... All. «an _.s we 29a oo oo ya =-=% _ — 


Day of thy Power and Glory. Let no part of thy 
Yoke be a Burthen to me at any Time, but a Joy 
to my Heart ;, becauſe it is thy Yoke, and Thou 
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| And whenſoever, O. my. God, I ſhall walk un- 
ſuitably to, any of theſe I hings for I am ready to 


angry with me, and turn away thy Face, then be- 
hold the Atonement which Thou haft fet forth for 
Sinners, and melt my Heart before 'T hee; and lead 
me to the Fountain that is opened for Sin and Unclean- 
wſs, and graciouſly renew thy Covenant with me; 
and let me know, that "Thou doſt graciouſly accept. 
of this my Free-W/ll Offering, by vouchſahing Thy- 
ſelf to be ready to be tound, and by cauſing me to. 
E be eftabliſhed in a daily Experience, that this my La- 
bour and Purpoſe of Heart (though in muca In- 
firmity, yet) in Love to thy Name is not in vain, 
And now let an Entrance be abundantly adminiftred 
into the Kingdom of my Chriſt and my God, I 
E profeſs before "Thee that I do humbly expect theſe. 
| Things from "hee, O faithful God, who canſt not 
ke; as which thou hait graciouſly covenanted to 
eive*; which Covenant I do this Day, in thy 
Fear, and in the Faith of thy Performance, lay 
hold upon ; and in Reference to all the Difficulties 
of this preſent Life, of all Sorts, and for needful. 
| Supply of daily Bread, I accept of thy Promiſes, 
and wholly caſt and fully reſt myſelf upon "Thee, 
Q in them, through the Mediator, for Faith, Cou- 
F rage, Patience, Contentedneſs, Deliverance and 
dupply, according to thy Word +, as my Need 
from TI'ime to. Time wal nes: And alſo. to be 
$ kept from polluting thy Name by finful and ſcanda- 
| lous Miſcarriages, and Appearance of Evil in the 
dight of Men, as Thou haſt promiſed 4. I accept 
of, and rely upon thy infinite Goodneſs and "Truth. 
contained in, every Clauſe of thy Word (though. 
not particularly at this Time rehearſed) for every 
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* Jer. xxxii. 98, 30, 40, 41.—xxxi. 39, 34. + Pla. 
XxVii. 1,2, 9, s,—Mical Vit. 7, 8, 9, Heb. xilt, 
by b—Mat, vi. g1. 32, 33. þ Pla, xci, 9, 10, 12, £2 


E halt) and Thou ſhalt, as, an offended Father, be _ 
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ter, 'as far as.ever the Purpoſe of thy Grace exten. 
ded, when Thou ſaidſt, 7 will be thy Grd; and that 
all that Goodneſs and Truth ſhall follow me all 
my Days, and for ever *. And I willingly offer 
up myſelf to thy whole Will, as Thou ſhalt from 
Time to Time reveal it in the ſame Word of th 
Grace ; and do covenant SubjeCtion thereto in thy 
Strength, through the Mediation of Jeſus Chrifl, 
and Supply of thy Spirit. | 
And upon thy own Encouragement, in thy Pro- 
miſe made to me, in that fame Covenant which 
Thou madeſt with my Father Abraham, and didft 
ſeal to him and his Seed, that Thou wauld/? be his 
God, and the God of his Seed, and cauſedſt the Man- 
child of eignt Days old to receive the Sign of that 
Covenant in his Fleſh; (which Blefling 'T hou haſt 
now brought over to me a Gentile by Chriſt, in 
whom Thou ſayſt Jew and Greek, Mal. and Femal: 
are all one in Chriſt) ] do again offer up my Child, 
who has been already baptized into thy Name, re- 
lying on Thee to make good thy Covenant in 
Ghrift to her, together with myſelf, in every 
Branch thereof, which T have through thy Favour 
and Grace entred into, and ſpread before Thee this 
Day ; that She alſo'may have a Place in thy Houle, 
and partake of all the Privileges and Inheritance 
of thy Choſen. _ : SOT 
And .now, O Lord God, What ſhall I ſay to 
"Thee? WhoamlT? And what is my Houſe, that 
Thou haſt brought me hitherto? All Praiſe be to 
thy glorious Name, Ever-living Jehovah, the Fa- 
ther, Son and Spirit. Glory be to Thee, O Fa- 
ther, who hait 'begotten me again to a lively Hope; 
who haſt drawn me to Jefus Chriſt, whom Thou 
deliveredſt up for me, to be my Ranſom, and haſt 
made me to receive Him, and in Him to call theemy 


reconciled Father, Glory be to Thee, O Eternal Sun 
'* Rom, viii, 92 of the 
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E 7 the Father, who cameſt info Fleſh, and under- 
tookeſt the great Office of Mediatorſhip between a. 
righteous God and finful Man, and 'haft tranſacted 
a Covenant of Peace for me, and perfected it in thy 
own Perſon by thy Death and Refurre&ion. And 
8 Glory be to #q O Eternal Spirit of the Father and 
Son; who haft awakened myEar to hear the joyful 
| Sound of Reconciliation to God, through the Blood 
| of the Lamb, which was ſlain from the Beginning of 
| the World ; who haft been purſuing me, and didf{t 
nevergive over, till Thou hadfſt convinced my Heart, 
E and conquered my Will to a willing ſurrender of 
myſelf up to, and a laying Hold upon, the Covenant 
of Grace, held forth to Sinners in the Volume of 
thy Book. Now, O Lord God, let all the Words of 
| thy Grace be effectually applied, and eſtabliſhed to 
me thy Servant : Pardon all my Sins and Failings, 
andall my Unſuitableneſs of Heart, while I have been 
before Thee muſing, and taking thy Name and Cove- 
nantin my Mouth, and writing it with my own Hand 
inthy Preſence ; and as a fruit of thy Covenant-Grace 
| and Truth, Tet my Approach to. Thee be accepted 
and proſper ; for which End I have delivered up my- 
ſelf, and all that is mine, with full Purpoſe of Heart, 
| according to all that T have faid before Thee this 
Day ; and with an holy Awe of thy Prefence in 
this great Work, in Confidence and Hope of thy 
pardoning, ſuccouring and affiſting Grace. I lie at 
the Foot-ſtool of thy Mercy, and call Heaven and 
Earth to witneſs, that I have choſen Thee to be my 
God, and thy Will in all Things to be my Inhe-. 
ritance and my Delight, and the Matter of my 
Purſuance all my Days, upon the Ground and 
Promiſe which "Thou haſt ſaid, Hef. ii. 23. { will 
ſay to them which were not my People, thou art my Pes- 
ple; and they ſhall ſay, Thou art my Gtd. have 
faid it, and do fay it, and do leave this Covenant 


| in the Hand of my Mediator, to ſee it fulfilled to 
h : R me, 
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me, and by me, through all the Days of my þ,. 
firmity and Warfare, till I come to..behold his Face 
as He as, and this vile Body of mine be made like 
to His Glorious Body, In 5 # era on which Re. 
lief, and bleſſed Hope and Help, I cling upon this 
Covenant of Free Grace; in which I do both za 
and grve as I have faid, and do ſubſcribe it irrevoca- 
biy with my Hand, EW hop 1. 


-HENRY DORNEY, 


TY Do not fay, O grumbling Unis. 
whe tree lief,, that het are Nothing but 
Ee f compiled Words of Human In- 
vention: [I tell thee, as far as they are only Inven- 
| tion, I do loath them: But the Spirit of God doth 
witneſs with my Spirit, that amongſt thefe Words 
there hath been ſome Hunger after God, ſome Awe 
of His Preſence, ſome Love to be his devoted Ser- 
vant, ſome prizing of the Excellency of a pure 
T.ife of Faith, ſome holy Convictions of the Im- 
_ Portance and Neceſflity of ſuch an Attempt, at leaſt, 
as this, to bring God and my. Soul nearer together. 
And therefore, though there is much Chaffineſs 

of a dead Heart, yet I cannot gratify my Doubts 
and Unbelief fo faras to.conclude thereis no Wheat 
in the Heap; and I refer myſelf defirouſly and wil- 
lingly to the Heart-knowing Eye of Him who has 
his Fan in his Hand, to blow away all the Chaff 
firom my Thoughts and Words, and to create in_ 
me a clean Heart, and pure Language alſo, and to 
gather what there is of ſecret panting after Him 
Into his own Garner, and put my inward Groan- 
ings after Him, how weak and faint ſever, into 


his 


« SANCTUARY, &@c. 213 


his Bottle : And therefore I muſt (and by his Help 
will) praiſe Him for any Crumbs that fall from his 
Table; and that I have any Appetite to eat them, 
andany Defire after larger Morſels. 
My-Redeemer is bountiful; his Breaſts are full, 
and He will not ſuffer a hungry Child to draw no+ 
thing but Wind. I remember well what he ſaid to 
the Woman of Samaria; 1f thou kneweſt the Gift 4 
8 God, and who it 15 that ſaith to thee, Give me to drink, 
C thou wouldeft have aſked of Him, - and He would have 
given thee wi Water*. I have aſked of Him, and 
E have had his Favour to wait on Him now ſeveral 
E Days together ; and will He return my Bucket alto« 
octher empty ? This is not his Cuſtom. "The King- _ 
W dom of God is like Seed ſown, which ſprings up 
E with an inſenſible Motion, and yet a growing Mo- 
S tionf, He proceeds in the M-thod of his own 
Word; in which He ſaith, Seet and ye "rx non] ; ger 
| every one that ſeeketh, findeth; and fhall I fay, My 
ſ Seekings are loſt? My Way is not hid. from God 
Chen his Path is hid from me, Me hath faia, 7 zo 
| that wait on the Lord: fhall renew their Strengtht, which 
& | have obliged myſelf ſo to do: And therefore, 
8 though He humble me, to preſerve a watchful Ap- 
8 petite, and to prevent ſome unhealthy Surfeit, 
which he can diſcern in my Conſtitution, growing 
@ upon me, better than I ; yet I know, I ſhall not 
| return aſhamed, but be kept in more wakeful Pur- 
ſuits after Him; and while I follow Him, I am 
8 with Him in my Defire; and if I defire Him, He 
defires me, and there, in the Communion of De- 
| fires, we meeth, till the Shadows flee away. 4 
$ Luggard indeed, defereth, and hath not, becauſe his Hands 
8 7:ufe to labour ||; but a laborious Defire after Chriſt 
| enjoys Him in the Eye of Faith, and Scripture- 
Evidence 


: John Iv. 10, + Mark iv. 26, 27. [* Ifa, xl, 21 
| Cantic, V1ls 10, [ Prov. XXl1, 245, : | 
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Eyidence*. And therefore in Patience and Fig 
of .the Scriptures.l.have Hope., And what though 
ſome' outward Diſadvartige - has! been. eccaſions 
(which yet I know not of ) by. this. Retirement t 
ſeek Him, who knows my Soul loveth Him, yj 
not He, ſome Way or other, repay that Lofs, an 
heal that Breach? O Lord, pardon, pity and care 
for him, who, in Love to 'Thyſelf, and thy Holy 
Will, deſires to ſeek the, Kingdom of God fir jj, ni 
then chearfully to depend upon having al] needful 
Things added unto Him, Mat. xxxi. 33- 


* Rev, xxi. 6xxii 17o—John. vii. gf, 39, 
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Jour vii. 23. 


I inthem, and Thou in Me, that they may be made per- 


_feft in Oe. F- | 
HEN I conſider this true Love's Knot, ut- 


tered by Chriſt Himſelf, and the wondrous 


Union in theſe three Words, 1, Thou and They, 

declared by Chriſt, at his Paſſage from Earth to 
Heaven, as the . contrived, Counfel of the eternal 
God, Father, Son and Spirit; and whenT find up 
and down in the Scriptures, that the Ele& (when 
once they are. quickned by. the Spirit into the State 
of Regeneration) are ſaid to have their Life 7 
Ged*, and that God lives in them, dwells in them, and 


they 
* Col. lit, 13, | 
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they in Him ; that their Works-are-wrought in Gedy 
_ that God workethinthem t;that-Grod walks in them 
that they walk with God and im his Name\ , thi 
C feds in them; and they in Him; I fay, when | 
conſtider ſuch like Expreſſions plentifully ſcattered by 
the holy Spirit in the Scriptures, I conclude ther 
is ſome admrable Union betwixt the Father of Glory, 
and every one, of his Ele@ Seed in Chriſt; which 
is a My/tery ſo ſpiritual, a ſacred Palace fo ſecret 
that the moſt exquiſite Parts of Nature can nere: 
enter /in,' to. view it as it is, 'Itiis mew Feruſtln 
under a Vail,- into which Fleſh and. Blood cannot 
enter. But ſeeing Chriſt has ſaid, To you it is grey 
to know the Myſtery of the Kingdom of God**, 1 would 
humbly wait for the Pawer.of the Spirit to trans- 
form and fit me, and the Manife/tation of the Spirit 
to teach me; that ſo — $ oy enter ; and 
entering, -n s this Purchaſed Poſ/eſſiin, at leaf 
in the F my 227 and ET 9  Andal 
though I ſeem to ſhrive] up before the myſterious 
Heat and Luſtre of this Goſpel; . yet being comman- 
ded «to ſeek the Lord, and being under a Promik 
of Help++, I wait on God for Strength and Wil- 
dom to attempt this Enguiry. And methinks thek 
Steps do.offer themſelves; _ | 
© The infinitely ,wiſe God decreed + to. make Man, 
and the viſible World: te be his: Habitation, and the 
Creatures te ſerve Him, :-., + --. gp 
| Man is made ip a State of. Righteouſneſs, andio 
ſtands upon his own Legs, but in a Moment, (asit 
were).he begins to totter, and falls from that State, 
into a State of Sin and Miſery ;* God ſo permitting 
it, that his Juſtice and Mercy might. the more bs 


_ © exalted, 


_* 2 Cor. vi. ib. 1 John iv. 13. + John Il, 20 


EET Jer, xxxi. 9, 
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{lted. A Remnant of undone Mankind are de- 
creed to Salvation in a Way of Mercy. And that 
the Juſtice of God againſt Sin and Sinners may be 


preſerved, and yet the Elect Remnant ſaved, God 


Himſelf, in the Perſon of the eternal Son, aſſumes 


the Nature of Mankind into the Union of his Per- 


Cn! and in that Nature, pays to. his own Juſtice 
all the Debt in which this Elect Remnant, among 


the reſt of fallen Mankind, had involved themſelves; 


in performing whereof, He unites Himſelf fo near 


to them, and them ſo near to Himſelf, that what | 
He did for them was reckoned, by Juſtice itſelf, ac- . 


countable to the Behoof and Concernment of each 


eeed Perſon, as much as it every one of them had | 


completely fatished Juſtice in their own Perſons; 


and the Union 1s ſo near betwixt Him and them, 


that whereas He is the expreſs Image of the Father, 


upon them the Image of God anew, viz. Righte- 
oufneſs and true Holineſs; which become theirs ogl 
through Union with Him, and do only exiſt in their 
exiſting ia Him. And this Exiſtence is wrought b 


| Hearts, as He formed Him bodily in the Virgin's 


| Him and them : and this ſame Spirit again works 
| Faith in them, that they may be made living Sub- 
$ jects, and ſuitably capacitated for this mutua} Union 

betwixt them. alſo and Him. And thus the Lord 


they enjoy each other by. an unalterable Nearneſs 
of ſpiritual [ndwelling in each other ; ſuch a Near- 
neſs, that the Spirit of God, who manageth the 
Match, ſticks not to ſay of the Church, and ſo of 


| bers of his Body, of his Fleſh, and of his Bones; and 
not only that, bit he that is joined unto the LORD, 


and has all Power committed to Him, He ſtamps + 


| the holy Spirit, forming Him ſpiritually in their - 


| /Vomb; which Formation of Chriſt in their Hearts 
becomes a ny/ircal, ſpiritual and true Union betwixt 
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of Life, having enlivened to Himſelf a living Spouſe 


every particular Perſon thereof, that they are Mem-_ 
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#s one Spirit*, Hence it comes to paſs, that from 
the very Moment that a Soul hath accepted of Jeſus 
Chriſt, (being. ſeized 'upon to that Purpoſe by the 
Spirit of Regeneration, proceeding from the Father 
through the Son, and- received by believing) that 
believing Perſon ſo eftectually viſited by the Call 
of the Goſpel, doth now, and never before, become 
ainew Man; and though Sins and Femptations, 
never ſo many, do batter and bruiſe, yet his Houſe 
cannot. fall, nor his State be altered ; becauſe (39d 
Himſelf has laid his Foundation on a Rock, and has 
drawn the Soul's Conſent, by believing, to lay it 
there too ; and this Rock rs Chriſt, in whom the 
Almighty God receives this believing and renewed 
Perſon” into that Union and 'true real Nearneſs, 
which hes ſhadowed forth in the Scriptures of 
Truth, under the "Terms of Father and Chill +, 
Hluiſband and Wife t, Vine and Branches S; yea, as 
. one Body conhiiting of Head and MAZembers, and 
many ſuch like Similitudes in the Scriptures, to ſet 
forth this wonderful Nearneſs and Union : From 
whence it followeth, that no Action, State or Con- 
dition of ſuch a renewed Perſon (whether it be in- 
ward or outward) is ſo entirely his own, -and of 
private Concernment to Himſelf alone, as it was 
before, His Sins were more entirely his own Damage 
| before; now they wound his Relation, and grieve 
Chriſt |]. He 'finned before againſt the Law of 
God, he now fins in- all his Miſcarriages againit 
Ohriſt alſo@ ; and againſt the Law of his Marriage 
. Relation to Him **;" He bare his'own Guilt before 
perhaps with Horror and Diftraction, now Chriſt 
bears it for him before his' very Eyes, and melts his 
Heart into Remor/e at the Szyht of ſuck a - qadeae $3 
F620 ON a 
* Epheſ, V. 2904 30. 1 Cori: yi. 15." 17+ + 2 Cor, 
Vi. 17. 18, {+ Epheſ, v. 25, &c, & John xv. 5- 
| Epheſ. iv. go. © 1 Cor, viit, 12, ** Ezck, xv 
98... T+-Zecht*ii. 10; 
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Ten thouſand Rivers'of Oil could not expiate one 
Sin before:; tbut now as-a Cloud driven before the 
Wind, they all:fly -away before the Efficacy'of the 
one Sacrifice 10f Chrift, to: whom, and to which by 
Faith | he is unjted. - His Sins made him wander 
ſill farther and farther from CGzod before, now they 
are made. (contrary to their own Nature) toſcourge 
him into.-+the - freſh Application of Feſus. Chrift, by 
whom he draws near to God ®, In all his AMﬀMic- 
tions he. was alone before, now Chriſt is his Part- 
ner +; Chriſt is truly touched with his Calami- 
ties'f;; his Smart is as the pricking of the Apple of 
Cbrift's Eye d. ) | 
As for Lotles in temporal Things, they were be- 
fore Judgments upon him, they are now gracious 
Trials of his Faith and Pati:nce, and Means of 
purging him, and; drawing him into a nearer Re- 
lance on the Herr of all-Things: So that his Lofles 
.and:/Croffes.do-not now tend to wndes him, but to 
awaken and ahag dy him ||. In the Midſt of his 
Fears he is-not forſaken ©; but through this Union: 
with-Chriſt he is fill in ſafe Hands#*#, | | 
| Temptations of Satan and his Fury cannot de- 
| ſtroy -him-3-+becauſe the Prince of Life, to whom 
a renewed- Perſon is united, . has -caſt out- the Prince 
8 of this World++: , and tempers his pazfonous Temptar 
'tioms into-a phyſical Potion, curbing noxious , Hy- 
| \mours/ in 'order to. Health; working the Soul 0 
8 . more) Humidity, Faith, Prayer and patient Recum- 
bency on God, and Contentment in Him 4f. :; 
The mere civil Actions of ſuch a Perſon, though 
the ſame in / themſelves, yet, in Reſpe& of the 
Change of the Agent, have ſome different Conſidg- 
ME FI Q 2 | _ ration 


| * Palm Ixxxix. 90, 31. . 1 Pet. iii, 18. + Ia, Ixiii, 
- 0. "F ZECh., 1. 12. EZech, 11.8. || t Sat. xXx. 
1-2-Cor, iv. $, 9. ** Pla. xxii. t. Ia. xliui- 
2, Dan, iii, 17, 18, 25. T4 John xii. 31. {4.2 
y Cor X11, 7,10," gs 10, ; ; ' 0 
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never fo greatly amiſs. And whence comes this 

ſmiting of Heart*,. but from ' this Union with Gol 
- z3n Jeſus Chriſt, in that the proper Sway and Ten- 
*dency of ſuch Convictions is to bring the Soul {till 
*Aeager and nearer to God through Jeſus Chrif, 
' which gives-2 ſpiritual Diſcovery of the unſeen and 


"ration than they had before. He ſets about them 
with other Motives, other Diſpoſitions, and other 
"Ends than he had before; which, appears in this 


' well to the Contentment of others, yet if Chrift, to 


\ the Lord to his People of old, The Puarrel of my 
- Covenant J; threatning to punifh them for their Sins, 


relation. x 


Exigencies.in the Aﬀairs and Buſineſs of a renewel 
: Perſon, do run along through the Sympathy of 


' not but be Copartner therein; and looks to it, that 
one Way or other the Incumbrance ſhall iſſue in 
Advantage. He condeſcends to: be as one weak 
« with them that are weak, as one troubled with them 
- who are troubled, that he may 0% ang the Grace, 


' guides them along into ſome unavoidable Neccflity 
' of Reſignation of themſelves and their Cares into 
- £he Arms of his Divine Power, and fo ripens in them 
' the Application of this Union betwixt Him and them 


 ® 2 Sam, xxiv, 10, | Ezek. XX. 37» j Levit. XXxVis 21 
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that although the 'I hing-be done or ſpoken never {g 


whom this new Creature is united, be not jerye( 
with Singleneſs of Heart therein, this renewed Sq] 
akes as much as if the Action itſelf had been Ge 


living Breath and Pulſe of this Union 4? And thi 
ſ:ems to have Relation to-that Expreſſion uſed by 


as they were contrary, not only to the Law of 
Righteouſneſs, but alſo to the Law of Covenant- 


Yea, all the Labours, Anxieties and folicitous 
Chriſt, and, by Reaſon of this near Union, he can- 


and exerciſe the Faith of his People; whereby he 


in their Hearts. . And his Defign being to bring 
his People, as a chafte Virgin, to Himſelf, he aims 
; a rather 
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| rather at the carrying on of that Drift, . thin at the 
anſwering the natural Deſires of his Peopte about 
Eaſe, or Deliverance, any otherwiſe than'as may 
ſuit with that End of his, in making them Parta- 
kers of his Holineſs; and whiſpers ſecretly into 
their Ear, * The Servant is not to be. above his 
© Maſter. 1 trode the dirty and toilſfome Way be- 
© fore you, and am treading over again every Step 
| « of it with you, and in you. You muſt be confor- 
© mable to my Death, and ſhall be conformable to 


* my Reſurreftion. Come along with me, and 


(6 your Burthens ſhall not break you, becauſethey 


' © cannot break me. Your own Projects may fail, 


© but in me you are Hers of Blefſing and Deltver- 


 - ance, and ſhall not go without them *: 7 will give 


you Refi.” He relieved not his own Body again{t 
the Treachery of Tadas and the Company that 
| came to apprehend Him, although he was the Omni- 


potent God, and had all Power in his Hands; be- . 


| cauſe it ſuited not with the Defign of Man's Re- 
| demption : And as it fared with that Body of his 


that was. in perſonal Union with the Godhead, fo 


$ doth 1t fare, in ſome Proportion, with: each Mem- 
| ber of his. myſtical Body. Their Burdens and Per- 


| plexities do not at all import that his Hand is ſhort- 


& ned, or that He is really abſent, or hath forgotten 
& them; any more than his Divine Nature could be 
g ſeparated from the human Nature, when the Streis 
{of *his' Sorrow made Him cry out, My God; My: Goa, 
[Why haſt thou for faken me? As that Uniori* carried 
| Him through; "{& will this Union carry*t6ugh his 
Members alſo. fo nh le 3 ee inn Bo, 


"dF 
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| It being now about three Y 
Yome Con{dera- ears 
mos - if wal paſt that God was pleaſed to put 
the freſh Aonls.- the aforeſaid Meditations into m 
* £67 LE Appi- H £ d havi ft J 
Cation, and Im- eart 3 an aving ſince thzt 
proy Let gd, of Time, been a Stranger for a Sea- 
Wy Y ſon in a Land beyond the Sea, and 


ts + 7 fan's there paſſing through a dark Val 
Chriſt of Diftance from and Privation of 


+ _ thoſe Ordinances and that Society 
which I formerly enjoyed ; and having there alſo 
lain in the Shadow of Death, through a long and 
ng Dickneſs of my Body; and being now, 
ſome Months paſt, returned back to my own native 
Country, where the good Hand of God (which ne- 
ver left me quite deſolate) hath cauſed me to review 
the ſolemn Covenant which, through his Grace [ 
entered into, the Zoth December 1660, | renewed 

* that Covenant yeſterday ; and having therein (o- 
lemnly given up myſelf again to the Lord, and 
accepted of Him in the Tenders of his Grace, to 
be my God and Saviour, and to own Him in all the 
Relations of his condeſcending Grace and Love, 
and aHo to ſubmit willingly to his blefled Yoke, Rule 
and Will expreſſed by his Spirit in his Word? I 
And ſtill much longing in my Soul to know Him 
more inwardly, that I might the more enjoy Him, 
and be more abundant in my Service to Him: and 
to that Purpoſe, having peruſed over again the 
oregoing Meditations concerning the Union between 
God and all and every one of his People in Jeſus 
_ Chriſt; and my Heart aflenting to, and being 
ſomewhat refreſhed in thoſe Truths of God, about 
the Nature and advantageous Effetts of this myſte- 
Tious Union : andconſidering how greatly the Faith 
and Improvement of this aſtoniſhing Privilege would 
conduce to carry on the Ends of my Covenant with 
God, and of his (for ſo He perſuaded my Heart to 
believe) with me, I thought it neceſſary to employ 
ns | a preſent 
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a preſent Providential Retirement on this 2gth of 
muary 1663, (and ſo from 'Time to Time, as 
Jod ſhall permit and affift me) to improve this 

| Goſpel-Truth, of a Believer's Union with God in 

Chrilt, for my Soul's further Nouriſhment, Strength 

and Eſtabiſhment, as the printipal Inlet, both of 

new Life, and of all ſpiritual Vigour and Activity. 
My Enquiry then, at this time, is, how to ſet up 
this Mirror ſo before the Eyes of my Mind, that 

I may, by Application thereof, be throughly trans- 

| frmed'into the ſame Image, and to clear the Pipes, 

| that the Life and Spirit of this Union with Chrift, 

| and the Father in Him, may enter into my Soul, 

and make me effeCtually to partake thereof, live 
thereby, and a therein. | 

| Breathe, O Almighty Spirit, upon my Thoughts, 

fetch in my Heart, and proſtrate it at the Feet of 

thy infinite Grace and Power, for Purging, Help 
and Healing; for Light, Life and Bleffing in this 
| moſt neceſſary Travel of my Soul. How long ſhall 

I view Myſteries of Life, without a ſuitable living 
| Transformation ? When ſhall the Z:ight of Liſe ap- 

= pear? When ſhall Chrift be fo formed in me, that 
| the Man-child of Power and Glory may be brought 

forth, ruling and new-forming my poor Soul ? 

{| day, Oh! fay to my Soul, © I am come, yea, I 

* am come, not only to make thee to underſtand, 

{ © but underſtandingly to receive the Myſtery of this 

| © Union, and to be efficaciouſly united, and actu- 

| © ally to live in the Motions and Exerciſe of this 
* Union-Life.” $9 beit, O my God, who art the 

Spirit of all Grace : $9 be it. | 

I, The Son of God emptied Him- 


| elf, in deſcending to aſſume; and be This Unzon ts 


united ta. the Nature of Man, and- 50 by zt's 
therein to the Likeneſs > of ſinful Utere, 
Fleſh; and ſo works up every adopted Child, thro? 


emptying 


[ 
| 
| 
| 
« 
[ 
' 
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; tion and total Change. And from thence it follows, 
_that the Spirit of Chriſt, in apP'ying this myſtical 
Union with Him to the Soul, by 


| Conſcience of Guilt) into a moſt quick and 
- lively Diſtaſte of all Pollution ; and fo divides be- 


' which is born of the Spirit; throwing aſide the 


emptying it from all the Wiſdom ' and Strength of 
the firſt Adam, and from all the Guilt and Poliution 
derived thence, to the Participation of Union with 
Him in the Spirit. | | 

. No unclean Thing can enter in thither. Ther 
can be no Union but under Conſideration of perf,q 
Purity, effected by the Law of the Spirit of Lig 
which 1s in Chriſt, He took on Him our Nature, 
and was perſonally united thereto: By which 
Means the Sin of our Nature was imputed to His Per. 
ſon, but could never be wnzted to his Perſon ; forhe 
was {till /inleſs while he bare the Likeneſs of jinſy 
Fleſh*, And therefore the real Spiritual Uni 
which Believers have with Him, is, in the Nature 
of it, pure and ſinleſs : and their Perſons , as they 
ſtand in that Union, without Spot +; tor, in that 
Reſpect, they are wholly brought over from the 
Stock of the fir/t Adam, into the Second, and return 
back no more, although the polluted Nature of the 
firſt Adam ſticks in their Fleſh, *till it's Diffolu- 


aith, draws the 
Soul of a Believer (having ſprinkled it from the 


tween that which is born of the Fleſh, and that 


Pollutions of the Fleſh, that the Union may be 
purely made in the Spirit through Faith ; for F# 
that is joined to the Lord is Qne Spirith, Hence it 
is, that while Guilt and finful Pollution invade the 
Soul even of a Believer, the Application of this 
Union lies ſuſpended; and. during that Seaſon, 2 
Believer abides dark and weak ;. and though he be 

Hes in a 


* Heb. iv. 15. + Cal. 1, 22, + Gal, ii. 20, 1 C0 
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in a State of , Union, os he cannot have the Com- 
| fort of it; but is as a ſtrong Man that cannot find 
| his Hands,” ; TAB BE | oy 
And now, O my Soul, conſider thy own State; 
conſider the Centre of thy Happineſs, the Cal of the 
Goſpel, the Privilege and Neceſſity of being tranſ- 
E planted into the pure Stock of the fecond Adam ;; and 
E what thou art to do, in the Strength of Free Grace, 
$ for entring into, and being made partaker of this 
wonderful Privilege, and moſt ſecure Refi. 
| 2 This whole Work is wrought. FS 
| by the Lord, both in what his 1 fl inconſi ane 
Eternal Purpoſe of G race did de- my gt 
$ cree, and what was carried on in fieaneſs. 
the Perſon of Chriſt for thee, and alfo in that which 
# He worketh in thee by his Spirit, to make thee ac- 
tually intereſted, eftabliſhed, and daily growing up 
in the Light, Life and Virtue of this Union-/tate 
with God in Chriſt. Thy Nature is: dead in Sins, 
thou art wholly polluted, and without Strength ; 
& but the leaſt ſerious Convittion of this doth import 
# ſome Step of Free Grace towards thee: nourith it, 


& and fo roll all thy Guilt upon the Lamb of God. 
| Be laborious, diligent and frequent in this weighty | 


$ Exerciſe, There is no ſeeking this Union with any 


8 Idol in the Heart*;, for that proveketh to Jealouſy > 


| Even an impure Thought may not lodge in this 
E Bed. Adry, earthly, ſaplefſs Frame of Heart can- 


{not be refreſhed there, becauſe-this Bed 7s green < 


But ſuch is the Bounty of Free Grace, that, through 
| the Senſe and Conviction of this Indiſpoſition of 
W Heart, it leads the Soul to Jeſus Chriſt, and ſprinkles 
| it with his Blood, (Oh this efficacious Remedy |!) 
and waſhes it again in pure Water, removes away 


the filthy Garments, and gives it Acceſs into the 
| King's relence: The purs in Heart ſhall ſee God+. 


But 


& * Ezck, xiv. g. + Cantic.i,16. f Mat. v. 8 
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_ *Fhings, while I am muſing a 


and Repoſe, the "Palace .of "my T; rrumph, the very 
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pl But thy innumerable: Impurities, 'O my Soul, an} 
' the continual Returns of Guilt and Darknefs, Hy. 


pocriſtes, loathſome Uncleanneſtes, Unmindfuln 


of God, *Backſlidings, and impenitent, ftupifying 


Fits, do many -Times fo captivate this Sincerity, 
and Strength, and ſpiritual "Tafte, that no Bajy 


-can be found, nor any Thing to help, but the fr, 
Bounty and Atonemert' of Him-who is Afichael tþ 


Prince. And this is even my Cals at preſent. Oh, 
how little doth my Heart reli» and digeſt thek 

| Wwriting them? [ 
am eſtranged from inwar&Cor with God this 
Day, and yet cannot feekingly felent, I mention 
the-Blood of Spreniling, without ,prizing it at it's 


due:Value. Oh, let the watchful Zye, and tender 
_ Heart of Him, whoſe Compaſhons fail not, conſs _ 
5 pi? vitit me! But however, *O my Soul, This 

.3s thy Work; Let not Evil lodge within thee ; be fepa- 
. rate, i touch no-unclean T hing, declare thy Chaſtity by 


crying out; 'and then'the Promiſe lies fair and free 
before "Thee, / will receive youT, Yea, cry out, -an 
thou ſhalt :be reſcued; for thy Redeemer ts ſtrons, 


_ "Heretthen I muſt ſtop, thatImnay adventure to caſt 
. my ſelf before Him, who 'has the: Golden Scepter in 
his Hand, \before I go any-further'; who knows but 

* that He will reach it forth, \and T- ſhall find Favour 
. in his Sight? I cometo''Thee, O Lord. + 

"4{ 3" ap ls This 'Union itſelf which I would 
TI th .of come at, and aCtually live in, 1s 


' - beyond, and, indeed, quite another 
God's free Thing than the Notion-of it, It 


Grace. the voluntary. anggdelightf, ut Captronty if 


my Will and Affedtions, thrapgh the Knowledge of Him 
who has called me to Mics 


fory and*V/rtue ; \t is my 
true Dwelling-place, the very Forndation of my XK! 


Prong 


» 


* 2 Cor. vi. 17. 


_ UNION with CHRIST. v9227 


F ring. and Riſe of. Self-abhorring 3 which makes 
G1f-loathing briſk and vigorous, by iffuing itſelf 
to the Soul's Participation of the Purity, Light 
and Strength of the Divine Nature, and into a 
Fncere, open-hearted Reſignation thereunto... It is 
begun and carried on wholly by the Free Grace of 
God, It ſprang from his elefFimg and predeſtinating 
Favour, who worketh it according to the Counſel of 
his own FFill*, It is the Scope of his Free and Gra- 
Linus Covenant; 1 will be your God, and you ſhall be my 
LPertlet, The aftual In/tating of my Soul into it, a- 
Eriſzth from the free Call of Grodf. The overcoming 
and deftroying all Difficulties that may obſtruct it 
is throughly managed in the Perſon of. Chriſt, who 
his made both one; aud died to bring me to Gody. As 
for the Application and Enjoyment of this Union-/tate, 
his Prayer}, and Promiſe, do ftand in Force Day 
and Night, without ceaſing, to obtain it for me, 
and effect it in me. His Blood has confirmed the 
Covenant for it, and has put into it the Virtue and 
Force of a 7/1] and Teftament, which cannot be dif= 
| annulled**, And the Manifeſtation of this is only» 
by his Word and Spirit, proclaiming and teſtifying 
| this good Fill of God to Men ++ ; whereby He doth 
 effectually bring in. this Reconciliation} f, and effec- 
| teth Union thereupon ; Ye are bought with a Price ; 
| therefore glorify God in your Body, and in your Spirit, 
| which are God's SF. Sothat I am wholly God's Work- 
manſhip, who has ordained this Union, and created 
| me 1n' Chriſt' for. it. 7 belirve ; Lord, help my Unbelief. 
How little do I fee,! How little.do I taſte, and ap- 
piyingly poſſeſs this bottomleſs . Privilege, which 
the Glorious Angels Gf to look into! 
Oy 3 CWT 8 : ++. Having 
* Ephel. i. 4, 10, 11g®Rom. viii. 2g, + Ezck. 
- XXX\111. 26, 27, 'f 1 Cor. i.g, { 1 Pet, 1. 18, 
| John-xvii. 21. © John xiv. 20. '** Luke xxii. 20. 
compared with 4 Pet. 1ii, 18, and Heb. ix. 17, 
of 1.Jobp IH, 24s *h* Cor, vs 18,-19....55 1 .Cor, 


w 


£4 


the Perfection of Enmity againſt 'Sin lies, and in 


_ with Him, as a Member of his Body, partaking of 


- and ſhalt rightfully {through free Grace) poſleſs to 
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0 2 -*--4. Having: confidered the Pj: 
eons oy -- "his Union, and the Taconſifics, 
by Leatta= thatis betwixt this Union and Guilt 
 H% _ and unmortified ſinful Pollutions, 
as to the comfortable Application of it; and alf 
the Divine Spring, the free Grace, and Bounty of 
God in creating and carrying it on; into which 
Thoughts and Conſiderations the God of all Grace 
is' only able to put ſeaſoning and Heart-framing 
Force, to make bad. for ps Application of it, 
"a. D..;, Now, O my Sou), compel thy. 
E. The Gy eality ſelf to the. ſerious Meditation 
gf P55 Oe c it. Be perſuaded the Matter is 
real: It is inviſible, but real; wondrous, incompre- 
henfible, but real and true, God has made th In 
thy Burthen; his Holineſs, and his new Stamy, | 
thy greateſt and moſt deliberate Deſire. Whence 
comes this but from the Spirit of Chriſt, in whom 


whom all the Treaſures of Grace are laid? How 
comes his Spirit to work an Influence of the ſame 
Nature in thee,. but as thou art taken into Union 


the vital Influences of the Head? And ſeeing the Ful- 
neſs of the Godhead dwells in Him, whoſe Spirit 
dwells in'thee®, and the Divine Nature of the Fa. 
ther, Son, and Sp1rit one and the ſame4, thou becom- 
eſt (ina Way of Adoption, and according to the 
created Capacity thou art in) really, at, preſent, an 
Heir, together with Chriſt, of thi Glory of God, 


ee” ens © | trans. fag. == 


the full that Inheritance. Theſe are mine, ſaith the 
Lordy, 1 am thy God\;, in me thou fhalt be ſaved); 


Thy Maker is thy Huſbandq, What is all.this but 


Union with Him? 
4 . EN. | | | Now, 


live ',\ 


*.Col. li. 9, 10, +- 1 Johnv, E + Mal. 111, 17» 
a 


 {f lia, x11, 10, || Ifa, xlv, 17. 
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w. O my Soul, meditate again. Am TI in- 
Fa cet 4 by Chriſt, to Ee with God ?- 
Are we no longer two, but one Spirit? Can ſuch a 
I Thins be? I do not doubt it, but admire it. 
What? He that made Heaven and Earth, and all 
Men upon Earta; He who 1s the very Life of the. 
[whole Creation; He to whom Abraham, Moſes and 
David, and all the Worthies of old prayed, whom 
they ſerved and adored, who carried them through 
all Trials; to whoſe Truth, Wiſdom, Love and 
glorious Power they did bear Witneſs, and do ſtill 
| teſtify it to all Ages; Is He mine own God? Is 
this God really mine? Is it the Word of his own 
Mouth, / am thy God? How unſearchable is this 
Union | - ” Ts 
| Is He whom Simeon embraced in his Arms, and 
ſaid, Mine Eyes have ſeen thy Salvation ; 'is He mine? 
He. who wrought all thoſe Miracles, who healed 
Diſeaſes, caſt out Devils, forgave Sins on Earth, 
is He mine ? He who had Compaſiion on the Leper, 
and healed him; He who had Compaſlion on the 
Multitude, and fed them ; who ſpied out Nathanzel, 
viſited Zaccheus, Taiſed the dead; is He mine? He 
who preached* the Goſpel ſrom Heaven ; who in the 
Garden, upon the Croſs, did hear Sins in his own 
| Body; 'who did ſweat Blood, and was pierced thro? 

for Gas for Sinners: Is He mine? His Satisfaction 

[mine ? His Compaſſion mine ? Thoſe tender Bowels 
mine? Was I then compriſed . in his Prayer * ? 
And is this Fe/eph yet alive, and his Nature not 
| changed, but lorthed to the Perfe&19n of Power, 
and _—_ \ Is He mine? And am I indeed 
his? He who comforted his Diſciples, buried in 
| Oblivion their Sins and Miſcarriages, and bleſſed 
them immediately at his Aſcenſion ; and in the full 
Warmth of his Zak aſcended, and fat at the right 
Hand of the Majeſty on High, where Love never 
WT” M5045 ccaſeth 


» | 3 
[ John XVI1ls 
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ceaſeth ;. is this, and. none but this, the Judge 
whom I expe, even my: Lord, and my God? His 
whom Paul faw, whom all the Ape/tles did preach 
who converted the Genz:/es, has kept alive the EFieay 
of his Word tothis Day ; He whois the faithful IVit. 
neſs, is He ny ovn? He who is exaltcd to viye 
Repentance and Remi of Sins, is He mine, to teach 
purge, juſtify and quicken me? As near to me 1 
the ZZead to the Body ; the Root to the Tree and 


even call me his own Fleſh and Bones? Doty He 
hve and breathe in me, and I in Him? Oh! for 
more Faith, Reverence; Thankſgiving, with all 
Manner of becoming Thoughts, Words and Decds 
concerning Him, and concerning the Reality of 
ſuch a Privilege! Oh! when ſhall the Shaays 
fly ewazy? Be very ſ:rious O iny Soul. in excrciting 
#Eaith, to repreſent tae Truto and Reality of this 
Unzr=State, that there is ſuch a Thing ; and Jet that 
Exercil2 Qilzte tiiy Phoughts in an awful, ſerious, 
comfortable Reverence, and reverend Love of God 
manifeſted in the Fleſh, to be Enmarinel, God with 
75, Purſue this Meditation till thou even make! 
this Union as vittble- as may be to the Eve of thy 
Faith. 9-8 [ : 
; Fs © Confſiver, the Nature of this Union, 
2 The IN a>" ng; 3 Ea 
Ro: Ttis unchangveable; it was made in God's 
ture "of this. & 


| _.* .tuted. for Eternity. © T'he-- Bond 15 
God's Faithfulneſs and his Love, which many VWa- 
ters cannet quench ; it is an indiffulvable 344: r14g-; 
an Trgrafture into the Fulnoſ:, Fountain and Per- 
fetion of Life, It is. the Perrcheſe, Poſſeſſun, and 
trrvithering Jnheritance of Him, who is T:/{eraay, 
. To-day, and for ever. It. is Union reproca'; 
Chriſt is thine, and thou art: his; dy Bell 15 
maze and { am bis *, What ſhall I give tae 


* Cant." i, 16+. 


Branches; the Huſband to the Wife ; doth le 


ie DS Gina. lN I. ls ens co lt; mE@Gcww tb. an en ens” nn en. 
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ith Chriſt? Not only a Kingdom, but Myſelf, 
What ſhall I render, ſaith the Soul? Not only all 
my Praiſes, but my whole Self, Poſes me, , rule 
me, fill me ; take my Heart, and give me thine, Let 
thy Love be thed into my Heart with a rawvifping 
tnundation; and let my, Love be tender, ; fervent, 
pure, and tind no Object elſewhere but 1 hee, A It 
is an Union that has d:/tingu;fhing Excellency init, 
a Remnant choſen out of many; between which 
Remnant and the reſt nothing made the Difference 
but the free Choice of God. It is an Union cre- 
ated of 'Comtraries, made up of unreconciled Parties, 
who were at the extreme/? Enmity, and now become 
of the moſt abſolute and affefionate Amity ; io it is 
in Chriſt, and fo it is (in the Seed of it) in all the 
Perſons united to Him. An Union in which the 
Party wronged, voluntarily began to love firit *, 
and xwoved the citending Party to a Reconcilement, 
It iſſued from that peremptory, yet deliberate, Sen- 
tence, 1 will have Mercy on whom TI will have Mer- 
. Ttis in ſhort an Union, in all Reſpects won- 
derfully made. And what "Thoughts are ſufficient 
for theſe Things? i i ET pow oe ls 
ac. D::-  Confider the Priziteves of. this 
+ 1% ET. ion, which are all bh the Sin- 
legs of this nion, which are all on the Sin- 
ner's Side, Chriſt is exalted to 

WV grve, and Sinners called up to re- 
cive. And what muſt Sinners receive, who are re- 
ceived into this Union? Come in, O my Soul, for 
tiy Share, for the ' Treaſury is unſpeakably rich, 
Through this Emmanyel-knit of Union, God is not 
ahamed to be called the God of poor Sinners; only 
as he Changeth' their State, he changeth their Names : 
hey are now in proper, true Appellation, Saints, 
thouvh Sin remains in them ; they are Beloved, who. 
Were not beloved 3 they are 92s and Daughters of 
| God; every one is a Prince by a ſecond Birth ; they 
Tg "1 | ct 
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are taken out of Priſon, and do.,fit at the King 
Table, \ their» filthy Garments are ,remoyed ay, 
and they are cloathed with white Raiment , they ate 
delivered from the Pit, -. and return thither no more; 
they have a goodly Heritage, God Himſelf is thei 
Portion; all the Power, Truth, Wiſdom, God. 
neſs and Mercy that ever God made known to, and 
for, his People in all Ages, is their [nheryanc, 
all the Promiſes and Providences which God made 
and wrought at any Time, are for their Uſe, Ex. 
perience, Teaching and Comfort ; all the Dire. 
tions, Examples and Precepts in the Scripture, and 
all the Reprogfs and Threatnings there, are for their 
Learning, Conſolation and Diſcipline, to purge, 
{trengthen and guard them, till the Old Man he 
quite deſtroyed, 4ill they arrive beyond Sin, Change 
and Hazard ; their Sacety is with the Spirit of the 


Father and the Sn, with the Image of Chriſt in 


his People, the Mind of Chriſt in his Word, th, 
Breath, Preſence and Bleſling of Chriſt in his Or. 
dinances; their Sufferings, Difficulties and Fear 
have loſt their deftroying, deadly Sting ; their Life 
is Chriſt in them the . Hope of Glory ; their End is 
Peace; their Death is their Gain, However it is 


for a Seaſon with their outward or inward Man, 


they are never otherwiſe than the Bleſſed of tit 


' Lord, and the Objects of his Delight, Care, Good- 


will and Prote&tion ; Fer. xxxil. 38, 41. {ad 


Xxvii. 3. and after this Life, that unutterable Blel 
 ſedneſs which they are to enjoy when ray ſhall be 


ever with the Lord, Eye hath not ſeen, nor Ear heark, 
nor can any Heart..to the full underſtand ; much lels 


. can my Meditation reach it, or Per declare it, only 


T may fay, it is an EXCEEDING, E X- 
CELLENT, ETERNAI. WEIGHT Ol 
GLORY. Conſider theſe Privileges, O my Soul, 
make the moſt of them. This Prize is in ti 


Hand ; be not as a Fool that has no Heart; oy 
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the” Matter; peruſe the Scriptures, and muſe it 
avain and again, Theſeare not vain Gloffes, or 
Neafing) deviſed Fables ;'the *F hings are rea}: glo« 
rious = oreat.” Have often and rge Thoughts | 
of this ' Union with: Chriſt; let: the Application of 
it dwell upon thee __ and/MipHt, 5 5 

\ And that thou mayeſt come uj I CITE oh 
to a clearer V 1f1on. of this' F rs T tg this 
tain of Life, anddrink abundantly _ "8 i by 
of the Water thereof, viſit it often; - xerciſe. | 
[pry modeſtly, reverently, and ferioufly into it ; not 
for Curioſity, - but for "Transformation. It is thy 
Portion, and (now more abſtra&tedly*than ever) all 
E thy Portion ; a Portion that hath /even Portions in 
It, al! Portion in it *. He that by Faith overcometh, 
E and wins this Prize ſhall inherit all Things: For [ 
F (faith the farthful Witneſs) will be his God, and he 
fball be my Sen +, Here is the Union, and the Pri- 
$ v!lge allo. Familiarize this Myſtery of Union with 
| Chriſt, by remembring and having Recourſe to it. 
FE in the Uſe of all Ordinances of Worſhip, in all 
| Chriſtian Duties, in all Uſe of Gifts, in all Con- 
E ditions of Life; in all Seaſons, Day and Night, in 
F the Exerciſe of every Grace. Send up many £;a- 
$ culatory Viſits, Stand upon thy I/atch continually. 
© Let this Word always ring in thine Ear, H/ithout 
Eg (ABSTRACTED from Me) you can ds 
$ thing f'. ' Beware of Cooling, beware of Diſmay, 
E Remember this Union is grounded on God's Eter- 
J 1a},  unchangeable Love; his Faithfulneſs upholds 
It, it is as the $7 in the Firmament; thou haſt but 
Fa little Time to take - hold of it; the Ruin of this 
Union' is the only Thing which thine Enemies, 
8 /Vorld, Fiſh and Devil, aim at. And now, O 
Wy precious Soul, yore up thyſelf to Exerciſe; 
8 7ly Labour fhall not be in vain in the Lord. - | 

E, | R 3 Cr. Uſe 
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: either " Removai-of Obſtruttions which keep God 


:. 10, | 


Hr Orflinancis, "Ye ni pine to farther 
do on oboe en ls Want jo ett. th. 4 
of 29,042..14).) 1, Inthearing/ the: Word, digeſt al} 
1. Hari. S age, 

e ideas ”S* the Matter into theſe. two- Heads, as 
the main, ultimate Scope: of whatever thou heareſ; 


and thee aſunder, or a\ Supply of fome uniting Prey 
to bring God and thee together. Come to the Word 
with Expefation to meet - the Lord Himſelf there, 
acliver T HYSELF to the Word in the Hand of. 
God ; Hear his Voice through Man's Words; ac- 
count the Phy/ctan of Souls wiſer than thyſelf; Lie 
before Him as a mere Patient ; refuſe no Potion which 
the Word of Reconciliation brings: Let it not reſt 
in the Urder/tanding, but paſs along into ſome real, 
transforming Impreſſicn on the Jill, that it may be 
won home to Cod in Chriſt, the Certre of thy new 
State. Get within the Scope and Spirit of the Matter, 
for there lies Chriſt attending to meet. thee. 

a. fs In Reading, obſerve, and vet into 
2. Reading, | the Soul =. it were) of him who 
was, the Writer (whether does, David, Paul, or 
any other) as if thyſelf had been the Pen-man, by 
the Inſpiration of the Spirit. Uſe the Scriptures as 
if this had been the firſt Day they had | been pen- 
ned; as if thou hadſt ſeen the Perſons, and hadit 
been in the Place with them, when they ſpake and 
wrote them; as if thou hadſ{t ſeen Chriſt when He 
ſpake, did, and ſuffered what thou readeft ; and as 
if the Scriptures had been ſent only to thee, to win 
and work thee up to a Reconcilement with God. 

$24] Labour to: ſee the Wiſdom and Good- 
3 05" neſs of God in the Seals of the Cove- 
nant. Their End is to realize inviſible Things, and 
to enforce the Obligation and Union between Chriſt 
and thee, unto the ſtrongeſt Evidence and Applica- 


By 
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By Baptiſt thou' art Sacramentally taken into, and' 
by the Ordinance of the:.Lord's Supper Sacramentally 
thou art fed; anT nouriſhed up in/this Union... There 
was :no-other:End-than this, as /ignifying the main 
Union with .Chri/t as the Head, and with his People- 
2s the Members (bf his\ Body. The\virtue is inward; 
Oh, for more Faith and Sight into this Myſtery ! - 
.TOKENS.among Men do oblige, and are very 
forcible z they carry in them the Mind of the Giver; 
and the /T'oken being (candidly! accepted, the Mind 
of the Giver is'accepted ; iand+in that token there 
meets Corifſent and Union betwixt Giver and Re- 
ceiver.-: They have (as it were) a ar7gnetich ' Force 
alſo, as the Experience of ſuch 'Things doth ſhew.” 
Thus -it-its with thoſe - myſterious ' Tokens between 
Chriſt and his, People. ; Ponder them, andimprove- 
them to that Purpoſe. LOGS OSLO TT RT Mr 25 
And as all Ordinances are the Gatk- - "s #4ey 
leries of Intercourſe between God and $4 TORT'* 
his People in Chriſt; ſo Prayer hath in this Work. 
an-Eminency. | It is the very Interceffion of God's: 
own Spirit. in them : Tt is the private Retirement 
in which the Soul is brought into the Preſence- | 
Chamber, and hath private Conference with Chriſt, 
and the-Father in-Him. The very Nature of Prayer- 
is a-Thirft after the Irving God *. It is the very 
breathing of [the :Saul's Union with God; and the 

| Means whereby it is preſerved, fortified, carried” 

Wy 0 and-confirmed ; and whereby the Sweetneſs and 
nouriſhing} Virtue: of. it -to'the- Soul is | improved, 
enjoyed and-increaſed. Let thy Prayers then be #n+ - 
ward and fingle hearted; chiefly aiming at, and pri- 
zing this Union. And refer; all other Things of 
a remote Nature to the Wiſdom of Him to whom 

thou art ynited, + Speak to him as one, who is in 
his. Befſom; and-conſider Him as thy only Helper, | 
and thy moſt ſure Friend, Come reverently, be- 

| hevingly, 


? Pla, briii. 2, 
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lievingly, with Refignation of: thine Heart to his, 
and. fo creep forwards into an humble. Intimacy ang 
Familiarity with: thy God. This Union only be. 
on the true 0 4 of 0; wy and nouriſh. 
it... Ari by * 
| oh if. Faith Gin: hat enter with 
Thi Divine all-it's glorious Tram, How will this 
eh fan d "ir 'Union ſhine foath ? Faith ſprings 
Ms 82” from this. Union in order of Na- 
Say Fai th, ture, bub: in order'- of Fime it is 
| brought :forthwith-it. : There can 
be no Faith, or any other Grace, till the God of all 
Grace hath tak*n the Soul into a&tual Union with 
Himſelf: And fo Faith is the Pruit of this Unim, 
Neither can there be any'Union' without - fome-Ex= 
erciſe of Faith, in which the Life of this Union 
| begins to ſtir : For there can be no: Union between 
God. who is living, and: the Soulz- which, by Na- 
ture; is dead in Diſtance and Sin till Faith, (which 
is the firſt Spark of L: fe in the 72w Creature, ) do ca- 
pacitate the Soul for it's Union with God in Chriſt, 
'Fhe: Spir:t of this Union, by eve ſpiritual Means, 
bh, hold out Neouriſhment for Faith to grow by; 
*Faith,. by | thoſe Means, ſettles 'the:Soul- more 
and more in the Boſom, Warmth -and' Efficaciouſ- 
-neſs of. it's Union. with Chriſt, 'and' the Father in 
Him : In which Intereſt and: K&caciouſneſs, Faith 
rows up, and puts the Soul upon high and noble 
aaa .enables! it, and acts it forth to mighty 
Attempts ; ſo that the afual Unim of God tog in, 
and with the Soul, is the fir/t Principle of it's Life; 
and Faith is the firſt Motion of that Life; There 
can be no Liſe without fome Motion, no natural 
Motion without ſome Life; which Quality of Mo- 
tion does more ak more declare that there is Liie as 
the Cauſe therevf. [ | _ 


Union 4's of 
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The Soul: being made alive to : 
God®,” lives. by 'Faithjt. The Pri- M! OE 
| mary Means'(in the Hand of God's primary means 

free Grace) which accompliſheth. FE: "Un | 
this Union, is Chriſt, who hath ta- of F1s mA 
ken the common Nature of Man into Union with - 
his Perſon ; and in that Nature (the Fulneſs of the 
Godhead dwelling therem bodily) he doth, by his Spi- 
 rit, breathe the Spirit of Life into thoſe, who, by 
the Election of Grace, are given to Him as his Pol. 
terity ; and therefore, as the Ends of the Earth are 
E oiven to Him for a Poſlcfionj; He is called the 

Dickior of the Ends of the Earth $; and Creator of 
this Peace and Union ||; and the everlaſting Father 
| alſo 4; by whom (as Mediator) the living God and 
the enlivened Soul (which was dead and finful be- 
fore) are made one, viz. in the Life and Purity of 
the Mediator, He reconciles them by removing the 
Enmity in his own Body on the Croſs : He unites, 
by receiving the Souls and Bodies of the Elect into 
his own Property and Pofſcflion. T hey are actu- 
ally his in their new Creation and Regeneration**, 
and being his, they are the Father's alſo; 1 n them, 


7 + 


= and thou in me, - and they in us++ . 


The Secondary Means is the Word | 
of BovontMaion and Promiſe f+ ; & prays 9s fog 
Faith clofing with Chriſt thereby FH ; wy ; wo $a 
and all this wrought by the Spirit in 12 _— 
a Way of Quickening & Efficacy||||, RP as a8 
conveyed into the Soul, and maintained there by 
Faith, the free Gift of God. 
W_ Which 


* Eph. ii. 1,—Rom. vi. 11, + Gal. ii. 20,—Habbe 
1. 4 Þ Pa. 11..8, 4 Ifa. xl, 28. || Eph. ii. 16, 
17.—Ifa, Ivii,19. © Iſa: ix, 6. ** John xvii. 10, 
| 2 Cor, v, 19, ++ John xvii. 21, 23. 77 2 Cor. ve 
| 19.—2 Pet. i, 4. {$$ Gal, iti, 25,—-Eph, i, 15s 
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| Graces of the Spirit ; without which Influence, ny 


- the Hand-of the Lord, to+exerciſe it's Skill. 
Power in the Soul: And now, Oh ! that it might 
*be. up, and-be doing in my Soul, and fo go on and 


Rey Jv; Faith R "Which Faith, | being thus bory, 
dc a red and ſpirtted,. converſeth mai 
_ _ with this Union in the Diſcoveries 
and Application thereof ; and, . by. it's much Cc. 
verſe there, is Eapacitated to dart the Rays, Tt. 
ence and Y;rtue of this Union into all the reit of ;ho 


Grace comes up to it's true, and proper Exerciſe, 
And in Regard the whole Soul is taken into this 
Union by Faith, and the. Body alſo, through it'; 
Union with the Soul, the: whole Perſon is called x 
Believer ; who lives by Faith, both in regard of it's 
inward inviſible Operation, and alſo of it's mouls. 
Ing a-new the outward and viſible Converſation, 
0 thata Believer both lives by Faith*, and wal; by 
Faitht, not only in Himſelf, but manifeftly tg 
others, by Words, anc Exanile$<7 23 51... / 
3 oe ©. It's chief Scat is the Under/lan- 
And proſperous. dings and the Jl, Whatece it 
diſcovers it calls in the Will to aflent to ; working 
up the whole Soul to a Propenfſity of Reſignation 
to the Power and Sovereignty of every Divine 
Truth; and in particular, to the Enjoyment and 
Privilege, Government and ne of this Union-, 
State, And ſo. it ſets itſelf, ws. # gegen in 


and 


proſper! And Oh! that is Bow may- abide :n 
Strength, and the Arms of its Hands made frong through 
the Hands of the mighty God of Jacob; and, under 
the Influence of Divine' Grace, be bleſſed, and made 
fo go on, increaſe, be enlarged and conquer. Rite 


up, O Shield and Buckler, O Arm of the Lord: I have 


waited, and do.wait for thy Salvation, O Lord: Leave 


me not... Rt «at Xt 
| | A DISCOURSE 


* Heb: x. -38. + '2 Cor. V, 7 + Rom. % 12, 
$ Heb. 2ll. 7. | 
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| | | L Cor. vi. IQ, 20. | TT 
IV hat, know ye not that your Body is the Temple of the 


Hily Gboft which is in you, which ye have of God, © 


and ye are not your own? 


Fer ye are bought with a Price- Therefore glorify God 


in your Body, and in your Spirit, which are God's. 


this Portion of Scripture offers to ſerious 

editation and Improvement. 

1. That a true Chriſtian is not his own, 

ii, That he is the Lord's. Gs 

li, That he ought to know his renewed State. 
- Iv, That his renewed Conftitution does oblige 
him to promote the Glory of God, and live up thereto 
## Soul and Bay. | 


Tar are four principal Things which 
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»i'p pot "That a-true Chriſtian is not his own, which 


.**, implies three Things. x 


lan acts as if he was jj; 


I. That naturally A 
2. Thattrue Chriſtianity is more than ſpeculative: 
It is a real Change of the Man ; You are nt your gy, 
3- That it doth myfteriouſly divide a Men from 
Himſelf. OT - 
This real Alteration and myſterious Contrariety 
is not a natural Change, but jpiritual; that is the 
Body, the Soul, the Faculties of the Soul, and the 
rational Exercifc of thoſe Faculties are {till the ſane; 
and yet a ſpiritual Change doth affect them all, and 
paſſeth upon the whole Man. "This ſpiritual Change 
begins in the moſt hidden Part of the Man, tz 
Mind; and therefore Repentance is called a Chanre 


of the Mnad*, which Change of the Mind doth in- 


fHuence the whole Man. The Mind is ſaid to be 
changed, when the Spirit of God enters in, and 
exerciſeth it's Sovereign Dominion of Holineſs, a- 
gainit the U/urpation of the Devil and natural Cir- 
ruption, which reigned there before : Whereby tie 
Mind is controlled into a willing Propeniity of Sub- 


jedtion to the Authority of the Spirit of God, a- 
| gain the rwaſion of Sin, which ſtill retains ſome 


aunt there, as a lurking ſubdued Enemy (called 


the Fleſh Iuſting againf! the Spirit ) till it be deitroyed 


utterly at the Day of full Redemption. 
| This Dominion of the Spirit ſteers the natural 


Faculties of the Soul in their rational Exerciſe to 


new Employment, and arrays them thereunto with 


new Habits. 'The Underſtanding has a fublimer 


Light, the Judgment a better Rule, the J/ilt and 
Aﬀeftions a better Objee?, better Motives, and a bet- 


' ter End. So that ſuch a Perſon is now ſaid not to 


be his own ; he is not under that univerſal Dark- 
neſs, Pollution and Bondage to Sin which he was 
conceived-and born in at firſt: That was his owl 
natural State, but he is now reſcued from it, and 


- 1s no longer his own, ' - 


buy {#57 &Y0IG Whul 
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! While he was 4s own, he taught himſelf by the 
Licht of flefoly I/ijaam, and accounted: the Goſpel 
Froliſneſs*, but now loaths it; and, being at a 
Loſs, \Cries,. Lord, what would? Thou have me -to 

45+? and does as they did who burnt the Books in 
which they learnt-curious Arts beforef, , in whicn 

| ay no Savour of Chritt and ſpiritual Knowledge. 

While he was hs 8zwn, he ruled himſelf by the 
Sight of his Eyes, and Imagination of his Heart $; 
| by the Cuſtom. and Courſe of the World; but now _ 
; conſults not with Fl; and Blood\|. He fees his own 
Bias is falſe, and his own J/eights too light. 

Motrves of Pleaſure, Profit, Honour do not now 
draw him. He was led by his own Concupiſtence, 
but now he:;is dead to theſe ; and ſaith, / have 19 
Pleaſure in them. | FED: | 

He defizns not any longer his own Things, nei- 
. ther Healthy, nor Liberty **, nor Eaſe ++, nor Safe- 
ty tt, nor Wealth, nor Honour, nor Pleaſure, as Moſes 
who'refuſed to be Father of a great Nation {Sy ; & 
Ejther, . not fatisfed with having the Honour and 

- Delights: of being Queen, when God's Honour 

lay at Stake: Yea, he deſigns not an unworthy 

Preſervation of - his own Life ||||. MG IEES 

The Sprxit of carnal Comforts is gone in ſuch an 

- one's Eſteem ; as E/ther could not enjoy herfelf un- 
der the Thoughts of, ker Peoples Ruin, though ſhe 

| was at the royal Feaſt: And to ſuch an one, the 
tickling Comfort of ſuch Things affe&ts not, but 

| ithey are.as the [ite of an Egg; yea, the unneceſ- 
ary; Conference about ſuch "Things is tafteleſs, as 
| Meat to a fick Man, and all, becauſe ſuch an one 
| . 1s not his own any longer. 


9 2 When 


MS. Car, t. 20, + Ads; ix. 6: +: Ad xix. 19. 
y Jer. vii.” #7. & Gal. i. 16.: 4'Philip, ii. 27, 30. 

| Adstx.29q. ++ 2 Cor. xi. 27. 28. tt 1 Cor. 
XV. 13, $$ Exod, xxxil, 10, |||, Atts xx. 24s 
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"When a May 3 is nt 'bis own, he Rtands inyeſte 

| with. many Privileges: He-has hereby, - 

A Shelter agai outward Affiiftions : They ſting 
mot; their Profit reacheth farther than their "Pi 
when a Man (as in an Extaſy) is ot bis oun 

Therefore Par] rejoiced in them. 

Perſecutions on the outward Man reach not bin 
who 1s not his own, who is not at his own Home; 
as it was with David, when Sauls Meflengers Cas 

to kill him, they found him not, . but an Image? 

He can anſwer the Accuſations 'of Guilt; * ] an 
not my own, and therefore my own Guilt muſt not 

_ ſtick on me.” 

; When Fleſh and Blood demands Service, he can 
reply; * 1, who am n0 my own, am not Debtor t 
the Flzſh. 

_ When Sin doth vex and moleſt by it it's Pollutions 
in the loa, op frag ſay; * What do I here! 
«m not my hence.' 

When "Pivituc RP ſolicits, he can reply; 
« WhatTI tobe is not my own.” 

And againft carnal Szcurity he can ſay; © I can- 
not maintain my own Grace, nar reſtore myfelf 
when fallen; and therefore am to work out my 
Salvation with Fear: 1 am not my an.” 

Againſt So/icitude about future Events and cark: 

ing De efpondency ; * T am not at my own Diſpoſal, and 
hn Bari ſuch - Anxieties are to be none of my 
Work. E 
| ainft the enchanting Comforts of the Fleſh and 
the Wurta he can ſay, as Barzillai did to David; 
Can 1 hear the Sound of ſuch Melody ? What is fu 
Huſuck to a dead Mane? Þ[ am not my own. 


I But whoſe am I then? Wall ſuch an one 
* ſay. This Scripture ſhews, that he we : 
anihel, ſanRified and juſtified, (as Verſe 11.) 


God's: ; that 1 iS, By EO by Sancifiaion 
| e 
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bei ad from chi DiminionndGatwre PEN ; 
of corrupt Sclf, to be the Lord's in:Body and. Spr 
As he did bear "the cort upted lnage of the fir ft. lene 
ſo, now he bears. the * {perizagl Image of. the. Secondy 
He, is not his own as before he. Set aae but 1s now. by 
Grace the peculiar Property. of. God. | 
'The Nature of which ma rept be more diſtinAly.un- 
derſtood by confidering theſe three Particulars, Vice. 
1. What lag RecuHA Property 4 4s, and Fhefenn 
i lies... 

_ I. How it came to paſs,. and was effected. © oy 
III. How the Truth, Fulneſs, SE IT lg ind 
the Excellency of it, are demonſtrated and held forth. 

in the Scriptures. ',,  _ 
I. What this Property | "4 
' 1. Itis a Property which ſtands Iitinguiſhed from 
the Property which God. has in the common State 
| of Mankind upon the whole Earth#. 
2. It is a Property which ſtands in Oppoſition to: 
Eftrangement4. 
3. In Oppoſition to that which is another &t, : 
4. In Oppoſition: to former goon and | 
Evmity |: 
. $9 bo a juſtified Per 2n is peculiarly, intimateh L en>- 
tirdy, op jufif Poſe Th Lord' p ANNE: by 
11. This. Property came to paſs, and'was effiQed, 
I By the free, deliberate, - gracious Choice of 
God; 5 therefore they are called God's BEleene, 
which Choice was made with reſpe& to Chriſt#*®, 
2. By . Giving 1 theſe EleR. to. Chriſt t+3 and ſo 
Kane Chi? s they are God'sfF, 
. By Chriſt's Mediation and. ' Advocateſhip: 
my He takes away alt that which SONY 
b | 5 3; | bin= 


» 


$ 


9 Fxod. XiX. F" + + Eph, Th a: 19. compared with 
Lev; XXIV, 22 _TÞ: Hef. Ut. >. $ Pack” xVi. 8; 
Col.” 1, 21, 4 Rom. vii. 33, ** Eph. i. 4. 
ft John. xvii. 6. $4 x Cor. iii, 23.—John XV11,. 10s, 
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hindred the effeQting of this Property, ſatisfyins 
Juſtice of God, =o removing nt & the Wt 
Pollution and Enmity, which ſtood between the 
righteous and holy God, and defiled Sinners, by 
the Price and Sprin#ling of his own Blood*, 
He ſends forth the Goſpel, inviting all Perſons 
to Þply to themſelves, by Faith, the' Virtue and 
End his Death +; and affuring them that x 
Covenant is made betwixt God and Sinners, and 
confirmed in his Blood}. 
"© | 2h Faith to apply the ſameh$, opening the 
Underftanding to receive it||. 
He oewerh the Heart through his Spirit, and 
rendreth it ſuitable and ſubje&t to the Laws and 
State of this Appropriation to Godfy|. 
He preſents thoſe whom he thus redeemed to 
his Father*#*, bequeathing them to Him as his own, 
to be kept from Evil++. -A 
The Father accepteth- of theſe choſen and re- 
deemed :Jnesff , and thereupon ſaith, Theſe are 
mmne$Sy. | ; 
IH. The Truth, # wings Entireneſs and Excellency 
of this Property is ſet forth in the Scriptures by 
divers Sorts of Reſemblances, which have a moſt ap- 
propriating Nature, and endearing Influence amongſt 
"Men in this World; which are comprehended 
chiefly under three Heads: 
1. Reſemblances which concern the Property of 
Eſtate. | 
2. Reſemblances which concern 4 Property in 
Things that betaken Labour, Care and Skill in the 
Proprietor to manage them. 
Li. < '  23- Reſemblances 
'® 1 Cor. vi. 20,-Eph. ii. 13, 14, 15, 16. T Mark 
XVi. 15:\16,—ARs xiii, g8, g9. tf Heb. 1x. 14, 15 
$ Atts xiv. 27,—Eph. ii. 8. || Luke xxiv. 45 
XV1. 14. 4 Eph. iv. 22, 2g. 24,—1 Pet. i. 2, an 
from verſe 14, to 19, —Eph. 1, 4. ** 1 Pet. I's 

18/—Col. i. 22. 4+ John xvii. 11, 15, 25. 4} Ep" 


1, 6, $% Mal. 11s 17s I 5 
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| Reſcitblanices which'c concern ' the Property of 
| Rt Relations, © 

1. In Alluſion to the Pro perty of Eftate among 
Men, the People -of God, and fo every Regenerate 
Perſon is called, 

The ſnberitance of God, which notes the ſettled | 
Part of an Eſtate; as in Naboth's Caſe. - 

The Habitation of Godt, noting Conftancy of Re- 
litence, John viii. 35. The Servant abideth not im the 
Houſe for hah, out, ..oC. 

he Temple of Gody, noting ſacred Converſe with 

God||, and Divine Preſencef, and great, ftately Mag- 
nificence **, where God is ſaid to dwell and walk++, 
and reigntft. * EI 

The culiar Treaſure of G > notin e de- 
Ji ohefal Part of an ab 4 os $ 

' The De ewwels of Ged |, noting their precious Efteem 


a in general, the Portion of God, which 
compriſeth the whole of an Eftate*#F#. 

2. In All4fion to the Property of Things wherein 
the Skill, Labour and Care of the Proprietor is em- 
ployed, a Regenerate Perſon is called, _ 

A Creature which God has ormed for Him- 
ttt 5 ; 6 Building ttt ; God's J/ork- 
manſhiþ all which "I ſet out the Freenefs of 
Cops ay and Man's Inability and Impofhibi- 
lity to regenerate himſeif, or add one Cubit to his own 
Stature. Alfo, 

God's Huſbandry] , noting God's Mindfulneſs, 
Care and ( it wee) laborious Hands towards his 

| People 


* Pfa, XXX111, 12, Þ+ 1 Kings. xx1. 3 'F Eph. ll, 22, 
p Cor, Vi. 16. | Pſa. XXV1L, 4» T Hag. 11s Ty Os 

* Luke xxi. 5, ++ 2 Car, vi. 16. #* pſa. x1. 4. 
jy Exod. xix. 5+ |||} Mal, au. 17. C4 Deut. xxxi1. 
9. *** Luke xv. 12, ##++ Ifa, xliii. 21. IFþ 2 Core 
Ul, oy * 193 Eph. ii, 20, {||| 2 Cor. iii. g. 
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eople?' And thus” they are talled his Vinegar, 
ho wlris Pebuliarnicts and Delight+ - and his Gardnt, 
made for. retired Delight. and; Yay har uſe, To 
which: may be added. chat they are called. _ 
His Fly, noting Care of : them, Proviſion and 
| Security for them. '. 
© 43-418 Allufion.” to-the Property of- Natural Rel 
tions, a "Reg generate, Per an 1s called, 

. Phe Spouſe of Chritt,. -and/is Bid to be marri-d 
unto God||, noting, Love and Familiarity and affec- 
tionate Remembrance. _ 

The Sm of God, and his Chilae, yea, as 2 fuck. 
ing Child, caſt on God for Relief**, ſhadowing out 
his tender Reſpect to his People. _ 

His. Bady in Chriſt, and fo accounted as his Fl 
and his Bone; ++ and the Apple of his Eye noting his 
Sympathy with his People3t4. 
: Now walk abeut this City of Ged, tell the Tower 
thereof, mark well her Bifwarks, conſider the 
Palaces, | and Excellencies © of being -the peculiar 
Property of God, who will be the Guide of his 
oP ple: to the Death$$,. and. fo bring them to 

or 

Bo for Trial whether I: am God's : Let ne 
ſee what anſwerable Efeft this appropriated Relation 
to God doth work, declaring 1 am his, by my ap- 
_ propriating Him to be mine(C. To this End, 1 
would aſk myſelf, 

- Dol give my Conſe nt, and render up myſelf to be 
the Leck's; and. (as it were) ſubſcribe it with my 
Hand, and change my name upon it? Which are the 
YT okens of Confirmation. of Conſent, 2nd Tranily- 
tion of LIOPeTTED Son and Range of Condition, wh 
0 

bo Tock X11. 10, Þ Ia. Ve. 1, 2, &e. +: Cantic. IV, 12: 

: $1 Pet, v. 2. Aﬀts xx. 28, || Cantic. iv. 12 
_ {rs iii. 14. Ifa.. txii. 5. Exod. iv. 22, Jet 
\ ** XXX1., 20, :*® Ia, xlix, 16, 16. t+ Ep the: Ve bh 
Ee Sth 11th 
TIxx1ut. 24, © fx Hof 1t..29. Rs Why &f Aa H 'com- 
pared with Jer x x3 10, Ia li 45+: Nan, 3V-® 


"Grorriryint'G OD! "£29 


Dol. camply with God's Method! in making this 
Purchaſe to himſelf by Jeſus Chrift®, accounting 
he Goſpel of God declaring Salvation by Chrilt 
worthy of all Acceptationj F "+ ens : 6 : bo "apo w : | 

Do I put a Value on- this peculiar Rilation to God, 
own it with open Profeſſion, as they did Ezra. v. 11, 
ſaying, We are the Servants of the Irving God? and 
by Faith ſheltering under it, and faying with them 
in Ia. 1xiii.. 19. Je are the Se, © 

Dol improve it humbly and reverently, and thankfully, 
ſaying as David did, ho am 1, O Lord God, &c? 
2 Sam. vii. 18. 24. Do I preſent myſelf to God as 
one that is made alive from the Dead? renouncing 
all other Defencey ; and walking worthy of God, 
who has called a vile Sinner out af his own Polltu- 
tion, to be the Houſhold of Godjjſ? g 
As for the Privileges of them who are thus . the 
Property and Poſſeſſion of an Infinite, Glorious God, 
Who is he that is able to number the Duſt thereof, 
or bring an Account of the Sands of that Sea? The 
whote Farth is full of that Glory of God which 


which every particular Perſon of that Number is 
entitled, But for the better Acceſs, with good Wel- 


© os 


A Diſcerning and Under/tanding of the Excellency 


An inward Perſuaſion of the Poſſibility of an Inte- 
teſt in ſuch a State#®*, And, | | - 


* Mat, xvii 5. T1 Tim. i. 11,165.” t Rom By '1 
S715 a, - 1s "Ph . » 13s 
Hol.” xiv, 9. || 2 Theſ, 82-5g Epheſ, 11, 19, 


ſhines. upon his People ..as. their Intereſt, unto 


F 
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'An Exerciſe of Faith, engagin the Heart to. lay 
"lots to, be polleſied 'of, and tually and altore. 
| ther enjoy. an Intereſt therein®, 

TE Pin of this Knowledge are: chiefly, 
,.1. The Ward and Spire. of GadFy. 
.. 2, Prayer}. 
je: Serious Deliberatisn, Meditation and App Plicatin, 
» Iu! Evidences, which do declare a Perfon to be 
" the Lord's, are the Ecchoings back of the Soul 
Him in the Warmth of his own Grace and Love, 
4 wherein God draws the Soul to own Him in a Way 
| ſuitable to his owning of ſuch a Perſon to he his 
_ ſtamping his own Image there, and giving it Lik 
' toact in a genuine, t:ue and proportionable Me. 
: By towards God again. Which appears, | 
. In that mutual Avouchment mentioned in Der, 
Ek. "IQ, 1'7- according. to the Terms of the Cove- 
nant of. Grace, I will give them a Heart to nw m 
' that I am the Lord; and they ſhall be my People, ” 
' 'T will be their God, "and they Thal return unto Me wi 
, their whole Heart}. As this is the Ground of thok 
Expreſſions in the Scriptures, wherein the People df 
God have ecchoed back their Faith and Hope in 
: Him, by the ſame manner of Expreflions to Him, as 
© He uſeth to 'Fhem. -;_-: 
| * As God has chem them, Mark. xiii. 20. tly 
' chooſe God; and. the Things that pleaſe HY 
____ God calls them His Inheritance+ +, and they cal 
Him their Inheritancet ft, 
God calls them his Habitation$S and they cal 
Him their Habitation, and ' Dwelling-placel|\|. (360 
 dwelleth in them, and they in Pim. (36d 
\'*1 John v. 20. John xx. 28. Heb. xi. 19. # John 
XX, 1. XV1., 8, 19, 14. 1 COr.1l, 12. + Pal, cxlil 
8. Prov« 11. 9g, 5. Job. xxx1v. 32. Q& Fſal, extiii.j 
. 1 Tim, vi. 15. 2 Tim. 11.7, Hal. civ. 34- [| Jet 
XXIV. 7. XXX11, 38, A Joſh. xxiv. 15, 22. ** [la 
Ivi. 14. ++ Pſal. xxxiil,, 12, FÞ Flal, xvi. þ 
.6& Epheſ. 11. 22. |||| Pſall, Id. 3. and. XC, 
Þ pet 1 John iv. 13. Ts EE CRY S, 


—— I 


" HO a SE W's _— CE at a Ct) —_ 


—_ _ = = = - 
IS DTEIS —==o—o— OR  eLnR—_ y 0 AER Le en__—_—__ ooo —_ — —_ — O l 


GLoBIfvinG , G O+D. S490 
| God. walks, ,.7n, them ; 5 and. they. walk, mn, his ; | 


met ; 1 ney. walk with Gadf.. 
They are precious to Gody, _ and the Lord is 
recious t6 them!» 


They are God's FOES : and God: is - theirg#®, 


God loves them++, they love Himtt, ln theſe 


wad many. other reſpects, they bear the Image of 
20d, .and therein ,do evidence that . they. are his, 
und he theirs. Let the Heart examine it lelf, 
'hether theſe Propertics of the Image of God be 
lamped there or not ? 

2. It appears 1n complying with Ged's Aim and 
lethid in managing that peculiar. Intereſt and Property 
n which he _ exons them; he commands, and the 


threatens, and, they fear; he chaſtiſeth, and they 
cept the Puniſhment of cheir Iniquities; he ſpeaks, 
and they hear.z he promiſeth, and they believe: And 
thus they ſhew that they are his, and he theirs, Let 
the Heart examine it ſelf, Whether there be this 


ot.YQ- 


Fand He the Hu 


the Huſbandry, He the Huſband-manz they the 


them who are thus wang Ways related unto God. 


All which adminiſters 
by way of Trial, Whether God be mine, and I 
am his * 


CO 


* 2 Cor. vi. is. 4+ Zech, x, 42% t Gen. V. 24. 
: Fla, xl, iv. |} 1 Pet. 1i. 7... 1 Poo: XXX. Qs 


" Lam, if, 24, +#+ Plal, cxlvi. 8, ++ Rom. viii. 
8: & Ila. Iv, 3z 4s - LAY 


bey; he reproves, and they take Reproof ; he 


Compliance with the Mind and Will of God, or 
->:It appears n anſwering the Duty of that Rela-. 
Ss 1n\ which. they tary to God, "They are the Spouſe, | 
and; they the Children, He the | 
Father; they the F lock, "us the Shepherd ; they 


| Workmanſhip, He the Worker; they the Clay, 
He the Potter : Each Relation imports the Duty of 


latter for ſeveral Queries 


if I am his, he muſt neceſlarily be mine, 
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according to. the Tenor of the Covenant, Ang 
| therefore let me propoſe ſome Queſtions to my own 
Soul, ariſing from-the former Conſiderations, that 
I may know I am mine owa no longer, but the 
Lords; and that He is mine. . - : | 
. For making Way to theſe Queries it is to he 
confidered, 'I hat the Scriptures do- ſpeak of every 
States of Mankind in the World. | 
1. A State of Innocency*. 
WH: A State of Sir and Death+. | 
III. .A State of Redemption and Pardon through 
Gracet : And thence cometh a State of Renewing 
and Sanftification\, which iflueth from Chriſt's Re. 
demption}} ; and ſo Jodgeth a Soul in this Propriety: 
of being God's peculiar People, ſhewing forth his 
Praiſesq: And the Holy God is not aſhamed to be 
called their God#*#®. 7 
* The two firſt of theſe relate to all Men univerſally; 
but all of them relate to them who arrive at this pe- 
culiar Interefl.in God. Fe 
__- The New Feſtament ſpeaks but little about the 
Primitive  Innecency; only glancing at it by Impli- 
cation, under the Words of Strazing4+; Seeking that 
which was loft}; being alienated from the Life 
GodSS,: and ſuch like; and treats chiefly and moi 
direaly of the others, viz. Sin, Redemption and 
Holineſs : This is that: which ti:e Spirit is promiſed 
t convince the. World of | ; The State of Sin under 
_ Unbelicf, and of Redemption and. Wear vi 
Chrift, crucihedand riſen, who teſtified and aflured, 
by. his-going' to his Father, that he had obtained 
Feernal RedemptionCs ; andthe State of Conqueſt over 
the Prince of this World, who works in-the Child f 
: Four Boi | | "0 
* Feccleſ. vii., 29. + Rom. v, 12. + Ephel. i. 7, 
 { Ephel. iv. 24; and v. 8. | Tit. -1i. 24. © 1Pet. 
' 41.9. ** Heb. 11.16. ++ 1 Pet. ii. 25. {| Luke 
 xix. 10, $& Ephef, iv, 18. {{{| John xvi, $, 15 Heb. 
1X. 12, © | 
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b Dipbediente'®'; and thereby Freedom to ſerve God 
m Holineſs and Righteruſueſst- Es 

This 1s alfo ſet forth in-Zp4. 11, The State of Sin 
and Death in Perſ. I, 2, 3, 12. of Redemption, Verſ. 


4, 5, 6. and of Holineſs, Verſ. 21, 22. And all 
briefly put together in Epheſ. 5. 8. Ye were ſome- 


times Darineſs, but now are ye Light n the Lord : 
IValk as Children of Light. 
From the Conſideration of each'of theſe, hire 


follow divers Quettions for the trying of the State 
of the Soul,” and - Knowing in what Plight it now 


ſtands. Indeed the Glory of primitive Innocency 
is outſhined by the ſuperabundant Grace and [mage 
of Chriſtf; as the Glory of the ſecond Temple ex- 
ceeded the Glory of th2 5:1 : Yet the loſing of that 
1s mich to be bewailed, becauſe we did fo dolly 
loſz it, Now then, O my Soul, | 

1. "Canft thou "take up Exchitt's Lanambdon 


over Tyrus,” thou haſt been mn Eden, the Garden of 


God, and wa/? WT, m thy Ways, but thine Heart 
was hifted wp - And mourn as David mourned. 
for the DEA 5 of Lernatbar and Saul, though Acceſs 
was: thereby made to his own Advancement, The 
Beauty of [frazl is lain.” Hyw are. the 1M; rgby fallen, 
the Shield of che Mighty vilely caſt away! And la-' 
ment, "Hy is the Gold of primitive Innocency become. 
ant ind how is Mankind that was purer than Snow 
now become &later than a Coal! "as Jeremiah pov hs 


ted. over Jerufakm** ? Canſt thou ſay, Alas!” T 


am becom2 v7le#+. In me, that is &n my Fleſo, dweileth 


"0 nd Thingt+, no Truth, Wiſdom, or Rightcouſ- 


neſs, and Foy N ature iS only zviland that cmtinually$$?' 
| T* FER 11. Dot 


p Heb, X12, 43." Lute Xo. 19. -. The ts 7.43 7.54 


4 Cor. xv. 47, 48, 49+ { Hag. i i}, 26k, 


XXVU., 2, and xxvili. 2,15. 4 2 Rae FO 21, 


* Lam. ov 1,7, 8. ttzjob. xl. 4. tf Nom, vii, 


18, $ Gen, vi. 5, 
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H.' Doft thou confider the Nature of thy Sinfit 
neſs ; -and how it doth pollute, weaken, deceive, and 
| enſlave thee ? Viore diſtin&ly, 

Doſt thou know, that thou carrieſt up and down 
in thy Nature all the Seeds' of all Sins ; that 2ll the 
Idolatry, 'Superſtitions, Blaſphemy ; ail the Mar. 
ders, Jackanneſs: Violence, Injuriouſueſs, Ha. 
tred, Envy, Cruelty, Falfhood,C&c. that ever thay 
dia read of in the Scriptures, or othcr Hiſtories; 
or that ever thine ,7ars_heard, or Eyes ſaw; Tia 
the Seed and Spice of it all is in thine own Heart! 
that all thoſe black Lifts enumerated in Rm. t, 
29. to the End, Rom. iii. 11, &c. 1 Cor. vi 9, 10, 
ft v. 19, 20, 21, Ephe. Ni. 62. and iv. 18, 19, 
2 Tim. itt. 2, 3, 4. and other Places, thy Natute 

is in ſome Degree or other tainted with ? And be- 
cauſe this may ſeem harſh and ſtrange, 
— - Conſider; as far as any Man has *the Nature of 

Adam, he has the Corruption of that Nature ; and 
as far. as all are equal in their Deſcent from Aran, 
ſo far are all equal in the Corruption of that Deſcent; 
All euilty; every Mouth muſt be flopped, Death cant 
upon all, "Rom. iti. 19 and v 12, 18. 

Confiller, That though reſtraining Grace, or 
mortifying Grace may curb, weaken, and ſubdus 
finful Corruption; yet it ſtill retains it's Dzcellng n 
the Fleſh*; And though the Righteouineſls of Chnil 
be imputed to the Perfcn, yer the corrupt Nature 
of that Perfon has ſtil] a S»b//ence, till Corruption 
put on Incorruption ; till which 'Tirac, corrupt 
Nature lof=th not it's Sinfulneſs; but its Dominion, 
© wretched Man that I am, faid Paul, who ſhall a 
liver me P ibs the Bcdy of this Death+ ! On this Ac- 
count, the State of the ere may be changed, but 
corrupt Nature itil] remains. 

Conſider, The natural Seed of every Sin is a De- 
parture from God, and a Violation of his Authorif 


* Rom, ii 20, 25, F Rom, vii 24. 
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ud therefore he that is, guilty of one Sin; violates 
the Authority of God, and bas a /emina Guilt of all 
7n*, As he who has.one true Grace has the Seed 
of all; becaule it ſhews he is united to Chriſt, arid 
one with Him in Spirit,-who is the Fountain of all 
Grace. ;So that where-ever we ſee Sin, we ſee the 
Corruption and Pollution of our Nature-that dwel. 
th in us... ;, tools oHgeny 3 oh ey one away 

Natural Conſcience, Education, Conſtitution, 
Profeflion of Religion, Moral Contiderations. of 
Fear, Shame, or the like, may curb the working of 
Corruption in ſome Meaſure, but cannot root out 
the Pollution of Sin from the Heart. 


\ 1 


But more particularly, in Reference to God: Ts 
therz not great [gnarance and Contempt. of Him? 
Are notSins of SL UPASD 4 {lighted than Sins 
viible? And is there not more Shame for a fmall 
Miſcarriage in the Sight of Man, thanygreat, Miſ- 
WW carrige in the Sight of Grod ? What euſbamary Ig- 
W norance of all his Attributes ? How little is He the 
Object, of the Heart's Love, Delire, Eſteem, and 
Meditation ?. Is not the Heart more intent on other 
Things? How little is He the Motive and End of 
what we. do? Is .ferving and pleaſing Him the 
Heart's Deſign in all Things? In Worthip, is not 
the Heart, formal, cold, and wandring? Are .not 
$ Convictions ſtifled, and the Lnpreflions of the 
Word of God quickly gone ? 1s there ſerious ,.Pre- 
paration for the Ordinances, and due Meditation 
afterwards ?. Is the Heart glad, when. the Word, re- 
proves, as well as when it hears Words of Com- 


. 


fort? Eb En 

As or fea: Is not the Courle of the World, 
the Opinion of others, and their Eſteem of great 
Account and Value with me? Are their Sins my 
| Burthen? Is there not towards them Envy, Hatred, 
Want of Sympathy, evil Surmiſes, &c ? # 


4 * s 
James ii, 10, 11. 


Fulneſs of it; the deaduing, binding, and deftrutine 


' the Hope of thy Help upon a Mighty Redeemer ? 


_. Fhat Chriſt under:ook this Salvation, and per- 
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As for my own Sorl: Is not my Heart raſh, vain, 
incon{1derate;,my Underſtanding dark'; my Aﬀec. 
tions Jooſe and ſcattered, my Memory lippery, an 
all out of Order? VA RIES 

Doft thou not difcern the 1weatning Nature of Sin, 
that it ſucks the Strength of the Soul ; the Decey. 


Nature of it, and the Perfett:on of Divine I; 
that attends it? CT | 
And now Goth all this make thee, O my Soul, cry 
out, O wretched fan that Fam! And that thou 
art a Purden to thyſelf! As Paul and Job did*? 
oſt thou ſee a bottomleſs Deceit and Deſolation 
in thy Nature, as it 1s in it fe]f corrupted, and as 
that Corruption is. by Circumitances aggravated? 
And being totally without Refuge, doſt thou lay 


Tf fo, thou haſt attained one Rewnd, at leaſt, of 
that V/c/ffjed Ladder which leads thee up to the Frui- 
tion of that renewed State, in which thou art God's, 

and He is thine#? : .- : ; p54 
HI. In laying hold on Chriſt for Redemption, . 
= Do I fee I cannot help myſelf, nor any other 
Creature help me 4? That none canredeem his Brother, 
nor give to Ged a Ranſom for himF. $35 hw 
T hat. Salvation is\only of God}, of his ArmC! 

* That in free Mercy He ſent Chriſt to ſave* *? 


: That I am Partaker of.it by mere Faitht}! _ 
Dol lay my whole Weight upon this _ W 
| « | F 5 Ot 


* Rom, vii. 24.—Job vii. 20. + Job xxxill. 2J* 
to 31,—1 Kings vii, 38, gg. Þ a. Ixitl. 5. { Plas 
xlix. 7. || -Boſea xili, 9,.10,—xiv.'g. 4 Ia, [x13 
Rd, John 411. 166: +*#- Heb; Xe 7, 10, 1% 1%, 
++ Eph. ii. 8 & la, Ixiv., 8. {2-54 . 
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faithful #?' © * + Fare 36Þ Ls 0 Pet fk 
Do I rejoice: in Hope, and join. with the Re+ 
deemed"in Praiſe, on this Account 4? © 1 
IV. Upon this Relief by Chriftz Do I yet go. 
farther (as Efther did, to execute the Children of 
Himaon after he was dead) ever to ſee the Power of 
the Prince of this World: broken in me? What is 
the Temper and Employment of a redeemed, Soul, 
in his juſtified and renewed State? It is tor ſhew 
forth the Virtue of Him who hath called us from 
Darkneſs to Light ; from Sin and Bondage to. Free- 
dom, Holineſs and Righteouſneſsf. And Oh, That 
thismight be and appear in my-Soull TO THAT 
END, let my Heart fuffer, and attend to ſome 
Queſtions concerning this, whereby I may further 
know that I am. the Lord's, and not my own. 
Da I acccunt Chrift enly to be the Fountain, and 
Author of Renewing and Holineſs, and fo caſt my ſelf. 
by Faith on Him for it, as well as for Pardon ; Sec- 
ing I cannot” think a Thought, nor will, nor do any 
good Thing of my ſelf 4 being created in Chrijt 
thereto], and quicknedtherein by him? - _ 
Is the Communion of the Father and the Son, in a 
Way of Light and leading by his Spirit, the Element 
| [breathe in? So that Holineſs is my Choice, and 
| ſweet a0 hf and my Converſation in Heaven@ ? 
Da 1 mare Deſigns againſt the Old Man, and to 
cheriſh the New, by the luſting of the Spzrit againſt the 
Pliſp *#*? countermining the Devices of Satan ++; 
media and trying all Meanst, to increaſe Holi- 
TE es © OE TITE 
Do T chuſe and aim at pleaſing God in what I dv, 
as well as do the Thing that is good in itſeltNy * 
Rey. FT-: 5 -+.-=-*BRY 
| * Iſa, lain, gems. Thelf, 2.7 .T; Ram-':.v, 2s 
\eV, V. 0, 13, FT Luke 1, 75, { 2 Cor, ilt.-5,— 
| Fhil, 11. 19. \ Eph. 11. 10, 6 Row. V1, Pan #3 
'H, 10, 14, 20. *® Gal. v.17, oc. Tf 2Cor. li, 11. 


If Phil, 9, 11, 6 Haiah lvi. 4— Col. 1, 10. 1, 


| Doth my Heart account Him willing, ab.e, 
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In Matters'of Worſhip : Do'T aim to converſe in. 
deed with" God "Himſelf, as having to do with his 
Preſence,*- a&ting therein to Himy4? _ 

o T labour to fuck ſanftified Light, and real Hilin 
out\of” the Ordinances, which is the Faineſs of Gut! 
Houfet, and tends to make the New-Creature 
| flouriſh $2 MAREETANES Hortons ne Fes | 

Do I bow down and comply with every Word of Gil: 
ſubmitting and aſſenting to it's full Scope || ? f 
_ Do Þ roll my Eye towards God ; eyeing his IWiſdm, 
Goodneſs, Righteouſneſs,” in natural Thing, andin 
_ Things that providentially come to paſs**? This is to 
we WI Ser ond ng, 

Da IT fludy and contrive which Way I may advance 
the Intereſt of Chrift and his Goſpel, im the Station and 
Capacity in which He hath ſet met, and to prevent 
the oy es mg "+ {# © A AE 
© Do { confider, whether I go forward or backward in 
the Trade of Holineſs? * Whether there be Growth 
or not, Declining or not && Am I gaining, and 
reaching» forward\\|? If fo'; "it ſhews my Contre 
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In theſe, and ſuch like Things, the mutual Re- 
lation betwixt God and a Regenerate' Perſon. doth. 
ſhine forth.” "They are Tokens that God dwcelleth 
tn him; 'and he in God; Such a one, becauſe he 
has betaken himſelf to the Laws, Compary; and Med: 
_ of the new Creation; is 'in a new State, created of 
God in Chrift, tranſlated toa State of-Life in God. 
+ IV. Laſtly, A Chriſtian's renewed State obliges 
him te glerify God in Body" and Spirit-; and he doth 
io, , FR OE £N | 
$ | T 7 T. When 
* 2'Cor. ii, 17. © + Col. iit. 49, þ Pſa, xxxvi. 8 
y Pſa. xcil, 23. || Pſa, cxix. 127, 128. © 1 Cor. 
*. 91, ** 2 Cor. vii. 6.—2 Tim. iv, 17.—AQs 
£3 T1 Cor. 1X. 16, 30, 23." F749. Pet. 11, 12-5 
Tt 150, '$ Heb. v.. 13. I, Fhil,-11t._13-— 
3 bp op. CO OY SIE 4 


1, When the [Soul doth acknowledge-(50d to be 
that which/He1is in Himſelf; Of Him," and through 
Him, and to Him are \all Things; ts. Him be Glory 
\ evir and ever, Amen* : That He is: infinitely - 
excellent in his Nature, and in -his Works, and” 
in his Sovereignty. * Fe DAE TAIT,» 

2, When God is acknowledged to be that which ' 
He is to us in Jeſus Chriſt4; and glorited thro*- 
CRmey.. 5 oeT\ VO NENT Mod IN De TEM 

4 Then the Spirit of a Man within him, and 
the outward Man alfo (coticurring according to his. 
Capacity) do act towards God,. in. an inward com-' 
plying with, and actual Demonſtration of the Glo-. 
rious Nature, Will, and Grace of God: Which is 
called a «walking worthy of God\, that is to fay, con- 
formable to Him, (as the: Word . worthy ſeems: to' 
import; comparing Eh. iv. 1. with Eph. iv.. 4.) 
and as it were bearing his very Image; and thereby 
manifeſting what God is to us, and what we are to 
Him; zz. that God . is ours, and we are his. 
Now this acting towards God has great Variety 
of Exerciſe in " Otewcpg for a Believer is the Tem-' 
| j/-of God, in which, his Glory is more excellently 

_ dilplayed than in all the World beſides. - © 
' A BELIEVER, by his peculiar Nearneſs to. 
and Intereſt in God, is capacitated, as a hving and' 
ative Agent, to glorify Godq, more than another 
who 1s only paſſeve, as Pharaoh was**, So then, 
Whoſoever is not his own, but the Lord's, and the 
Lord is. hisz his . proper Element © is; tobe glorifying 
Gd in all Things++, as appears in theſe and' the like 
Particulars. | 2 6 

| | To 


* Rom, xi. $6. + 1 Chron: xxix, 11, 22, 13- 
{ Exod. xxxiii. 18, 19. and xxxiv. 6. 7.—2. Cor. 

wb, £1 Cor. 1. go. 31.—1 Pet.iv. 11. /|| 1 Theſ. 

Ws |S oCor 1:0; 11 Pet. it... 5,9. Lev. * 3: 
; Exod, xiv, 17, ++ 1 Cor, x. gts 
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'To revererice and [AY the Majeſty of God in 
| all his holy Attributes and Works, as Nehemiahs, 
| Fee of Denielt, and as David and all the 
le of God were wont to do. | 
To be abafed before God, in the Senſe of our 
: Niopornan and Corruption; as Abrahan\, 
Facob|, Eſra, , Daniel** were. 

To.juſtify God in-all his Deltines, as Daniel 
with C dufeikon and imploring Mercy. 

To honour the F ather in the SongF, and through 

Himſ| 

Yen G God in Chriſt as the Fountain of every 
GraceqQ, and every good and perfect Gift**+, and 
the Eſtabliſher nd Pe rfecter of 1 t+++:  Thine i the 
Kingdom, Power and Glory, Amen. 

To adoxe Him in his Wordttt, believing i it: to 
worſhip Him with Revrenceldy and to own 
Him. in his peoplel| |, and them fo? his Sake, 

o abound with the gracious Fruits of Righte- 
ouſneſs, which are by Jeſus Chriſt to the Prail aud 
Glory of God. 

To confeſs Chrift before Men**#*x*, ſuſſering Re- 
proachtt++, and Neath for his Saketttt. 

And now, Oh ! that Gad would lead my Heart 
through all theſe things by an impartial Search, and 

_ Ezuſe me to- compare my preſent Frame of Hear 


* Neh. ix. 6, + er, WXXtH. I 19. } Dan. iX: 
&c. $ Gen. xviil. 27. ar N. . XXXH. 10. a Es 
1X. 15. ** Dan. ix. 7. t#+ Job wxxvi.. g.-—Þfa, i: 
4+ 77} Dan. 1x. 4, 18, 29. $\ Johnv. m_ lll 4 
Peter { IV, $1. IL-1 Peter V. 10, **#* James 1. 17: 
—1 Peter iv. 11, ++ Mat. vi. 13. {|fþ 2 Chron. 

. 18.—la. xxxix. 8.—Pfa, Ilvi. -4,—cxx. 10b. 

- Pfa, bourvi. 6.—xcix. 9. ||| Gal, 3: 24,—Nat. 
Xe. 24. TEL John xv. 11.—Phil. 1. 11, F**7 Mat. 
X..33- - Tit+ 2 Pet. iv. 14. F{3þ John axi. 19. 


- 
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and Reſolutions with theſe particular Truths of his 
own Word, and bring me-up to glorify Him in my 
Body and Spirit, which I truſt are his. 

Let me yet farther demand of myſelt a few Queſ- 


Sul, and in my IPalk : 


re{tlefs under Guilt, and Diſtance from God *? 
Do I cry, Return, 0 Lord Fo FERE art Thou Aa 
Stranger ff 
Dol importunately long after more Heart-im- 
 preffions of the Knowledge of God crying out, 
| Shaw me thy Glory V* 

Is the whole 7 {] of God my Delight, and his 
I/td my_daily Diet \|© 

Do l praife F, and acknowledge God in. daily 
Providences **; not repining at his Diſcipline its 
but brought nearer to Him by Calamitiesft? 
Do I own Him ſo, that the hiding of his Face 
| doth darken all other Comforts to me FF; and:his 
$ Preſence ſupport and fatisfy in the Abſence of 


CLLHNES 

| Dol fo approve myſelf to God, that the Appro= 
| bation, Eſteem, or Praiſe of Man doth rather vex 
| than pleaſe me when my Conſcience within me doth 
| {mite me*#*#* ? 

|F In Caſe of Guilt and Fear, Do I caft myſelf 
| upon the boundleſs Mercy of God, declared in 
W Chriſt, to be pardoned, purged and revived, as a 
ſufficient eat + 

| Do 


» Pha, XXXi1, 2. 4. 5-.+ If. Ixiti, $7. Jeri xiv; 8. 
S 5 Exod. xxxii1, Rf fray 6. || Jer. xv. 16.—Job 
G xxi11, 12, T Pſa, 1. 2g. ** Gen, xlviii. 145.—Prov. 
Eli. 6, ++ Pla, CXIX 75, it Ifa.' xvii. 5. $6 *Pſa, 
lovii, 2, ** || Pfa. cxlii. g. "IT? Sam.' xxx. 6, 
2 Cor. x, 48-—Rom. 1i. 29, +#+ 2 Cor. X11, 9, 


tions, which relate to the glorifying of God in my 


Is it ſo with me, that I cannot be quiet ; but 


earthly Comforts Il; 3 As it was with David at Zig- 


Se Send 
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-'Bo I ang” 5 after pure Communion with Gol 
fo that m eaxt pants, out t Ways _ 
 drrette dis hep By Statutes } Pja.: =-"{& 5, G that 
Thaw -wert &c. dry viii. x. with alt Manner 
other fervent Dejires.and Groans ® Pſa. xxxviii, g, 
THESE and ſuch like Workings do teſtify, 
That Ged is: the hizhbe/t Good, and the Centre of 
Ble eſedneſs, and infinitcly glorious. And in the 
ſpiritua} Operations a Soul doth declare and wit. 
neſs Him to be ſo; and therein doth evidence that 
God is his, and He is God's, and hereby is highly 
privileged. God now will not take Things at the 
worlt with him *®. When he is at a Loſs, Mer. 
7 atm ſurpriſe, and Deliverance: overtake him +, 

hen/dull, his Ears ſhall be awakened to hear az 
the Learned t. He ſhall be kept Night al 
Day$. Chriſt will trim and dreſs him by the 
Word, and teach him by his Spirit |. And he 
will be tenderly affected towards kim, and be with 
him in Trouble 4. And God will not be aſhamed 
to be called his God **, He will . wipe away his 
Tears ++, pardon his Sins and juſtify his Perſon in 
the Perſon of Chriſt tj ; who will confeſs him to 
| be his at the laſt Day $$; where he ſhall fee his 
Face with Joy. [||], ld ever be with the Lord («. 

Happy is the People that is in ſuch a Caſe ; yea hajs 
ty is the People, happy is Za particular Perſon, 
of (od is the Lord. Pla, cxliv. 15. 


An EHPEERNDIY 


* Mat, xXvi. 40-41. +Ezek XXXV1, ii. | If.1, 4 Fo 
RXVIT. 3. [| Eph, v. 26. T Ifa, xlin. 2, 7— 

XIV. wy ; "_ Heb. xi, 16, tf Rev. vil. 17. T7 a 
XV. 25 $6 Rev. il, 5; I! Job XXXU, 2 26, 44 » The, 
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A CONFLICT of Mind. 


LT TOW ſoon did Peter, James and Fobn forget. 
| the glorious Transfiguration, and fell aſleep. 
E wiacn the Temptation came? How ſoon is Sight 
E 20ne, when the Sun is eclipſed? So it is with me. 
When ſhall T have Skill to diſcern and refiſt the Be- 
ginnings of Decay? How ſoon doth a Troop of 
| armed Men break in at an unguarded Gap ? I cannot 
$ thruſt them out again myſelf ; but will rather go 
Eto Him who hath his Bridle in their Jaws, and can 


 zanft them. Oh! that I could lift up- a Fehbo/ba>. 


mounted 


APPENDIX. 


$ both turn them back, and alſo lock the Door a= 


© at's Cry to the Lord of Hoſts! Then would the 
8 2) clear up, and I ſhould 'yet ſee my Salvation 
W <ome flying upon the Wings of the Wind, and 
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mounted upon tne Clouds for myHelp. I hay 
one hard Tafk to do: But, O'T hou to wnom' no- 
thing is hard, reveal thy Will, and conquer mine, 
My fore Taſk and Travel is this ; How to retain z 
cloſe Application of Union with God in Chrikt, g 
as that I may prevent the Loſs of tender Converſe 
and holy, reverential Familiarity and Intercourſe 
with Him. An immoderate Minding of Somewhat, 
11 1t{elf (for ought I can yer ſee ) not unlawful, has 
been a Thorn in my Fleth for ſeveral Days, which 
has ſpent much Venom againſt my inward Man; 
but I muſt not ſubmit to any Adverfary : There i 
no Safety but in overcoming, H-Ip me throuyhly 
O my God, at this Plunge, and Thou ſhalt have 
the Honour of the Day. I would fain enquire into 
my Soul, how | contracted this Diitemper : And, 
upon Enquiry, I tind jt had ſuch Steps as theſe: 
41 was withdrawn, I know not how, from the 
tender Sight of Chriſt ; And Influences of ſpiritual 
Warmth being ' damped, Night came upon me, 
and I conſidered it not, My Soul fell aſlcep, but 
without any Refreſhment : I awaked a little now 
and then, but Slumber benummed me, that Þ could 
not riſe up. I would fain have 'cried out for Help, 
but my Words were. like at Arrow without Fe- 
thers, that would net reach the Mark: And all 
this while an earthly and momentary Matter oi 
Delight ſolicited my Fancy, and proftercd ſcme 
Pleaſure tomy Mind ; | a= in Regard I judged 
it.not, as.to the Matter of it, evil, I gave Way, I 
*till it had eaten into my Soul like a  Canker, ane 
| began to build it's Neſt in the very Place, which 
had lately prepared and devoted for the Entertain- 
ment of Chriſt only. It was reſtleſs, and would 
not yield to Chri/Ps Supremacy in my AﬀeCtions, but 
ſtill offered ſome Moon-Light* Satisfaction to my 
Mind, inftead of the witkdrawn Beams of the dul: 
And when Chriſt whiſpered” ſome "Conviction int 
uy 


A Conflft of Mind, &c. _ 263 


my Heart, and made it ake, and raiſed ſome ſmall 
Yearnings after Him, this Glow-worm gliſtered 
upon me; and though it had neither Light nor 
Heat, yet it would offer itfelf as a competent Bal- 
Jance, inſtead of the true fpiritual Light and 
Warmth which I lately had, but now find was retired 
ata Diſtance from me, for my Tryal and Exerciſe. 
[ diſcerned the Snare, but herein lay my Strait : 
My Judgment told me, the Matter itlelf was neceſſa- . 
ry, and that a moderate Diligence might be employed 
about it ; but neither "That, nor any Thing elſe 
muſt dethrone Chriſt from the chief Seat in my 
Aﬀettions ; But I found it had ſo twiſted itſelf into 
my Fancy, that I knew not hew to uſe my 

houghts about it with that Zoderation as would 
conſiſt with Chri/7s Supreme Government and Sway 
in my inmoſt Delight and Aﬀections. So that, 
how to divide between the atter ztfelf, and my ex- 
ceffrve Afefion to it ; to do the one, and guard a- 
aint the other ; here lay the Difficulty. 

The Matter, on which this inordinate Fancy fed 
itſs1f, was ſomething relating to LITERA- 
WIURE; which I judged, in its own Nature, 
lawful and uſeful, "To remedy which Diſtemper, 
8 poured out my Complaint before the Lord, and 
bezan to muſe the following Meditations. 


How to purſue a lawful Thing lawfully. 
Be falent, O clamorous unreaſonable Senſe ! Thy 
F ancyisa poiſonous DeleCation : The Object of thy 
Wim is momentary; thy Workings are ſon 4 ; 
proud, impetuous and tyrannous ; ſpawned from 
Phe Serpent in the Day that it ſaid to, Eve, Ye fball 
FP a5 Gods, Thou didſt then feed thy Expectation 
ih Forbidden Fruit; thou forſookeſt Divine 
W-ounſel, loſt thy Aim, and art ever ſince crawling 
Wpon oy Joly to the Earth, and feeding upon the 
Wult, There lies _— in that a 
| 1 he 


—_ 
- 
- 


The Seed : of the. ; Wiman: ;fhall brut e the Serpert' 
Head, to; logfe me, in the inward Man, from the 
Bonds.of thy Captivity :. 'I'bat bleſſed Word he. 
gan! the ſecond Creation, ſentenced Carnal Senſe, 
and the. Way of it's Reaſon, and brought inthe 
Praught of'a | new-created, State, in which the 
Jmage of Chrift is renewed upon the Soul ; ſway. 
_ Ing it by, Spiritual Knowledge and Underſtanding, 
| Into, a State of Righteouſneſs and Holineſs, ang 
_has given it Dominion, by a holy Force and right, 
ful Power, to ſubject a}] Human Senle and Rea, 
ſon, Knowledge, Underſtanding, and the Delights 
thereof, to. the Authority and full Commanl of 
the Wiſdom of the Spirit. And therefore I would 
wait for: ſome Dew from this Wiſdom that is from 
above, . to water and guide me: And by this Con- 
duct ] would lay down theſe CO 

Every Purſuit of a lawful Thing is fo far ſunfil 
to me, 8 the Prarkain iu its or h Fu 
my Mind in Prayer and Converſe with God ; and 
That which makes the Mind of Chrift in his 
Word, and Godly Conference unreliſhable to ms 
That which tends to contract and confine my View 
cf the Worth of Chriſt, my Neceffity of Him, and 
Relation to Him. That which hinders me from; 
. penitent and vigorous Watchfulneſs and Retiſtana 
againſt the defil;ing Nature of my Heart-corruptions 
_ That. which weakens the: Exerciſe of my Faith 
- about (the Reality of Divine Truths, God's al- 
_ ſeeing Eye, the. conſtant Neceſſity of Holineſs, 
my Heart and in-my Aim; unlimitted, and fit 
Reſignation.to the Will of God, and an hunguy 
Expectation of the appearing of Chriſt, and of 
own. .Diflohution. _ That which offers Violence 
.all or any. Chattian Duty, which takes, off my I 
fire; to the Ordinances, and profitable Ule of wa 
48x 4jhe. Time were, loſt which is ſpent in 
Wort, That which cares not for an Exerciſe 
_ Fa 
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Faith, and Prayer for a Bleſſing upon it, and Dj 
retion and; Afliftance from God m it. Every one 
of theſe doth. declare itſelf ſo far'to bea Work of 
the Fleſh, and not dee oo in God, For tf I am 
wholly redeemed, then Nothing in me 1s to be ahy 
longer at my natural Command; but my . whole 
Self, and all my Ways and Conternments do comme 
under the Laws of the Spirit'of Life which is in 
Chriſt, In all which forementioned Particulars, 
| have found Guilt ſliding in upon me with a 
ATC one, | 
S In the next Place, I would confider what civil 
Aﬀions, Labours, or Studies may be truly accoun- 
ted lawful, and within that Command and Permiſ- 
fon in the Fourth Commandment, 87x Days ſhalt 
thou labour, and do all that thou haſt to do. And upon 
Enquiry they appear to be thete. JWhatſrever may 
conduce to adminiſter any true natural Good to the 
E Body, Eſtate, or Credit of myſelf or others, which 
Elies included in all the Precepts of the Second Ta- 
Wble*. JYhatfoever may conduce to poliſh true Rea- 
Con, and free the diſcerning Faculty of the Mind, 
from that Captivity, Darknefs and Infirmity con- 
tracted by the Fall of our firſt Parents, which difſ- 
Wabled the Underſtanding, in a great Meaſure, to diſ- 
Wcern between "Things truly morally good and evil 
Without which, the d:/cur/ive Faculty of the Soul 
Wcannot. act within itſc}f, or be capable of any Im- 
Wprefiions for it's Good from the Words of others ; 
Wthe freeing of which would tend much to make Way 
Wor the Entrance of gracious Convictions where the 
= ord of God is heard, or leavethat Soul more wil- 
q Jully inexcuſable : Which ſeems to be hinted in- 1ſa. 
# «liv, 18, Ig. where the Prophet ſpeaks of the very 
7 mality of Idol-worſhip, as that which contra- 
JF Its the true Uſe even of natural zafon. And in 
3 der heceunto, FWhatfoever may help Reaſon ir it's 
FE AS > 1. 10747 fy YL Exerciſe - 
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Exerciſe; as Conference with, and reading the La. 
| bours of ſuch whom Gad hath fitted, in any Mea- 
__.. ſure, for repairing the ſad Breach made on Human 
Nature. J/hatſoever may conduce to the Help of 
Aemory;, as the Art of Reading and Iriting: 
Which Art. we fhnd juſtified in the Scriptures *, 
Fhatfoever may make the Offices of Humanity, as 
well as :Ghri/ttenity, more communicable ; as the 
Knowledge of Tongues ; the ordinary Learning of 
which feems to be jultihed by the extraordinary 
Gift of Tongues, whereby the Aps/Hes were enabled 
to diſpenſe the Goſpel in the World; 7hatſcever allo 
may tend to the underſtanding of the Letter of the 
_ Scriptures; as the Knowledge eſpecially of the 
Original Tongues. - And FFhatſcever may facilitate 
the lawful Employments of Men ; as Arithmetick, 
Navigation, and other Arts and Ma nuſafures; not 
properly ſerving the bare Luſt, but the true Adyan- 
tage, and Jawful Comfort and Conveniency of the 
rational Creature : Which curious Manufattures and 
mngenons Arts were uſed at the making of the jail 
| Tabernacle, and Solomon's Temple, in the fitting and 
adorning of them for that Uſe for which they were 
intended of God. Es Ay : 
Having weighed the Lawfulneſs of the foremen- 
tioned Particulars, among which, one of thoſe Ca- 
ſes doth (at preſent, more than the reft ) concern my 
own Conſideration, and. further Enquiry; I would 
therefore next conſider, how a natural, or civil law- 
ful Action 'may be done lawfully: So as not to pre- 
judice the. inward Man, by grieving the Spiri: in 
the /Aanner of a Man's Labour, Care, Pains, Dili- 
gence, or.Study; or in his utmoſt Exd and De/ign 
- therein. -'A right Sprritual End in natural and mw 
ral Ations lies in theſe Reſpects ; | 


> When 


Sa+* T0 
+ 
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_ Dan, IX: 2, -Deut. Vi, 9. : TP = 
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- 1, When I ſerve the Will of God intentionally, 
in obeying that Law of Nature which God has ſub- 
jeted me to, as In Eating, Drinking, Phylick, 
Cloathing, Sleep F. 

2. When I deſign more dutiful Gervicuto the Will 
and Glory of Go1bymy Health, Eſtate, Credit, and 
Endowment of Ming, than I could attain unto with- 
out thoſe Means+. 

3. When the Will and Glory of God a are ſo far 
the Soul of my natural and wil Attions and De- 
fons, that my Delight doth not terminate in the 
1 hings done or enjoyed ; but paſſing through them,, 
takes up its Reſt in the enjoying, piatngs and 
ſerving God therein}. 

. For the better ' regulating the Mind in fuch 
A&ions and Labours in Purſuance of a right End, 
be attentive to-theſe Rules and Helps. Conſider: 
1, A Chriſtian Lite lies in Union with Chriſt, and 
not m any of the Things or Enjoyments here . 
below. 

2. They are ſuch Things and Enjoyments which 
the Enemies of God may "be plated] in, and poſ- 
ſefled of -1n this World, as. well as the Servants of 
eninnt | 
And therefore, that ſuch common Work may be 
done Spiritually, 

I. Santtify it by Prayeryh. 

2. Rely on God by Faith for fuch Abilities of 
Body or Mind, as are ſuitable to-ſfuch Work, | 

3. Let not the Thoughts be inordinately devoured 
init; and ta that End, 

4. Force the Heart to. read” and. meditate: the 
Scriptures with more Seriouſneſs and Labour: for 
an inward Value thereof, above 5. other Labour 
or Study, - | 'Y-q 
4 | 5. Judge 
* 1 Tim, iv, g. 4.—1 Cor, x. $1. Þ+ Prov. 111.9, 

+} 4 Chron, xx3%.9., 4.1 Tin, iv. g—Ruth hs 4c 


ww _ How, to urſus\.. 


5 Judge 3 not any uſeful OR Work, or Study 
to whe materially or in "atfelf evil, becauſe | your i” 
ordinate Aﬀection about it is; ſinful: - But rather 
regulate your Deſires to Moderation, and a right 
End''in what you do. 
'6., Be contented in the Meaſure of your Attain- 
ment, 
7. Viet ew the E xcellency 


inſtantly to a more a&tual Enjoyment of them as 
his Gift only, and: ſo to Himſelf as the Fountain of 
Perfeftion. 
Thus have I been wreſtling nick A Monſter bred 
mn my own Bowels; < but, Q. Captain of my Sal- 
vation, breathe Truth, F aith, Virtue and Blefling 
upon theſe Meditations ; .or elſe . all my Labour is 
loſt, and my Enquiry 1 into my Diſeaſe ſpent in vain, 
Every good and perfett Gift comes down from abou, 
and therefore my £yes are to the Hills, from whence 
comes my Help. Let not the Poor return aſhamed 
of his Hope: I leave my Succeſs upon thy Hands 
who haſt redeemed me, O Lord God of Truth.” 
And ſeeing a gracious God hath favoured me 
thus far, to drill me along; ſometimes wooing, 
ſometimes reproving, ſometimes comforting, and 
confhrming me in the various Rollings of my Heart 
_ In theſe Meditations, from Time to T'ime ; fronts 
now reſt upon Him, to make good all the Movings 
of his Spirit in my Heart, and to ifſue forth from 
- Himſelf through Chriſt, by his Spirit, a ſuitable 
Supply, according as my daily Need, and Prone- 
neſs to Necay do require ; that it may be evidenced 
to my Soul, that theſe Aedrtations (how much 
Frailty ſoever I have been laden with under them) 
were not mere Human Labour and Intention ; but 
that the Breath of the Holy Spirit hath been, in 
tome true Meaſure, 6d 4.4 And FIBER 0 
t20U 


0 Gel 5 in Chri appearin \ 
in' Ur created Skill, lng of Go and Uri ap Strive ; 


to wind up your Heart by Creature-Excellencies, 
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hou who are the Gu all'y Pte, be pleat to 


and* Felloiofpip with' thee in Chr1/?,, which hath been 
atany Time working towards thee in any of theſe 
Meditations, and at any other Time, 'to-be purged 
from my perſonal Guilt that cleaves to the heſt_ 
Thing which I do: And vouchſafe a Return, of my 
Deſires from )the Throne of Grace, as far as any 
Exerciſe of ' Spirit in me hath . been accepta--. in - 
thy Sight, through my dear Redeemer. That whether 
| ſeep or wake, the Groanmgs of thy Sprrit may be 
| acceptable before Thee Day and Night; and tho? 
my Heart be-vile, yet let it ſtill be as a Garden wa- 
tered by thy Hand, a Soul which the Lord careth for, 
Bring me through the great Waters, that one 
Day I may be-utterly and eternally delivered from _ 
every evil Work, inward and outward, and purely 
ſerve, live toand plorify thee; being preſented ſpot- 


VYirits of juſt Men made per feet, FTE TRY 
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Ao 1638, 4 To D. B. No. 


6) U R Letter I very. ghadly y received; andit 
is no ſmall Delight | to me, to ſce that your 
Ey es are towards Heaven, and your Defires to the 
F; ear of your Maker, Before | was hopeful, but 
now. I am confident. And . feeing; :the beautiful 
Light of the Goſpel of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt hath 
enlightned your Soul, and purified your-Conſcience 
from dead Works, tg ſerve the nia God ; ſeeins 
It is thus, fear not, only be ſtrong. Be thrift of 
r Time, exa&t in your Courſe, fpiritual in your 
Aim, bearing about with you an undaunted Triuayh 
in Believing. - One Thing among the reft, not un-' 
needful, I muſt adviſe you; that you ſet yourſelf 
to pluck up your Spirits, and be ofa lively Heart, 
getting what neceſlary Inftght into the World you 
can, that you may the better get within the Hu- 
mours of al Peopl. i 1m order to underſtand the detter 
| how: to carry yourſelf, in what Condition of Life 
foever you ſhall be in, to your own Comfort, and 
the ſhunning of unneceſſary Reproach or Comeaſy 
but contrarily, obtaining Credit- and Eſteem 0 
' all, even of them that are without. The Exerciſe 
of worldly Wiſdom, Policy, SkiN, and utmoſt L#- 
deavour muſt be uſed, albeit not depended on ; not 
the Semayiohs of the World | praiſed. Somethin 
| 30g h 
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other Courſe of Life will befall you ere long than at 
preſent you are in ; yet ſtil] keep cloſe to Almighty 


Earth, and creditable Converſation here, do ſacrifice 
to their Wits, Boldneſs, Contrivance, and the like 
do you endeavour and pray, that you may ſacrifice 
to the Will, Wiſdom, and Afiitance of (God in 
Heaven, made over to you in the Merits of Chriſt 
undoubtedly. The I,ord be with us, and grant us 


| uncarthly Hearts and Converſations, whatever may 


Rock, no God like our God : To him I commit 
myſelf and you, for an everlaſting Support,, 
JEREE SES ESSSALEEELESEEEEEEEESSC 
qe 11639." '* To D. B. No. 2. 
| 5 Cinch N G ſuch an Opportunity, I could 


not but; write you a few Lines: And all that 
I have to:fay: is Caſt yourſelf upon Godin Jeſus 


with. Him. upon. the Croſs, be 'with Him  aſ- 
cended znto 'Heaven;', by the one,. to. be. diſcharged 
from 'the:/Clamours of the Law, and the Guiltineſs 
jof Conſcience; by the other, to triumph. .in Aſſu- 
rance of Victory over Sin and Sqrrow. - This Im- 
planting .into..the -Son by 'Faith:, This Life. of 
Faith is fed by. Meditation en the Myſtery, with 
Prayer, - attentive Readi ng 'and. Hearings, good Con- 


pacraments;” - Theſe Things Þ believe ; your Heart 


In: Mind, And-next, ſeek and ſtrive in your Service 
to de laboriqus, faithful, diſcreet ; ſ-parate not the 
dervice of Chriſt from the Service of your Maſter; 
krve one in the other; ſtrive mightily to temper 


EE LT1-&ARS. TE , - 


7 do the rather write this Way, as conceiving. ſome: | 


od; And whereas others, in their Coutſe -on 


| hereafter betide us: There is no Rock like our 


Chriſt, -Eat his Fleſh, and driak his:Blood;; Be- 


ference with-experienced Believers, and Uſe. of the 


oth ponder; but. we are bound: to put one! another 
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them well one with the other; and then, whatfhey; 
\ r Hand unto, do, it with all yy 


pt ,your 


- 
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Word of Comfort or 


5 not, only this, that Jt zs of the Lord, þ; 
Jonah was not to be angry, you are not to be ter. 
tured with Grief, that one, that two Gourds ar 
withered together. Morality and Reaſon do plea 
for Patience and Content, but your Intercf in the 
Maker and Heir of all 'Things may truly-arpue for 
ft much more, He that gave you them at firit, his 
now called them away. The Giver lives, though 
the Gift be withdrawn. The Comforter is the ſane, 
and the Subſtance, though the Comfort be removed, 
and the Leayes fallen. Haply your Thoughts are, 
Where are. they? Whither gone? At reſt, or not! 
Conlider whoſe 'Eye ſaw them before they were 
formed in the Womb. The everlaſting Decree 
had difpoſed of them before they were committed to 

(nel Hands: Leave the Thought of them to the 
' Lord, whoſe ' free Love is like a mighty Dey, 
And, Oh! that the Courſe which the Lord takes 
to mind us, that the End of all Things is at Hand 
might powerfully diſlodge 'our Hopes, Peace, ani 
Comfort from an earthly Reft in low tranſient 
"Things, and fix themi on him who is the Rod! 
' Apes; which we are called to do upon every Hand 
T truſt "that out-ſtretched Hand of his will doit; 
'that at len#th we may know no Perſons according 
to the Pleſh, nor Things neither, Then alone 
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Know. you are under F bus Suffering, and what 
ounſel to write to you] 


enjoying the Lord ſhall you and'T enjoy ourſevG 
and'the Reality of every good Thing when the 


Shadows 
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Shadows fly au. Is not your Heavenly Father 
better than ten Sons, and his teaching Rod than 
their Preſence? © Confider it.” Enquire his Will, 
bleſs his Name, comfort your poor Wife, and do 


more, and let your Converſation mount higher, 
and then your Loſs will be repapeds and God will 
ſhew you his Intent in this. This only, as a Fel- 
Jow-fecler of your Crots, I prefent unto you, &c, 


© 1648, * 79 B. J. D. No. 4. 


A 4 remembring you are in the ſame: Body; and 
withal, conſidering. that "mutual Communications, 
by Pen or Speech, are required to help each other, 
and ſtir up one another to the Reliſh and Practice 
of Chriſtian Walking, I thought fit (in mere Diſ- 
charge of Duty) to preſent my preſent Thoughts to 
.you. And. that I may declare more dittinctly the 
dtate:of.my.Soul to you, I paſs by the general Com- 


from pretended. religious Compliment, or carnal 
dloth, to a_ more particular Account. 
| I find Reputation of the World doth much be- 


[xeither. groſly wicked, nor {trifily good. And I find, 
latimacy,with. theſe Men, and in their Actions-of 
Indifferency, doth plague my Soul with ſuch Cold- 
n:[s; Drineſs, and Guilt, that (methinks) ſometimes 
| part from: them, as Tamar from Amnen full of in- 
ward Shame. and Difquiet. Let me at any Time 


ferent in their Nature, yet when Conſcience calls 


or any, Spiritual Duty or Diſcourſe, methinks, it 
7 35s bo ; bs” NI | ; ; IS 
. * Aged 35s 


W cot charge God foolithly. Seek God's Face the 
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\ONSIDERING mine own. Weakneſs, and | 


plainings and, Bewailings: v-hich often Times ariſe | 


E guile me; eſpecially when I have to do with Men 


29 out of God's Sight to at Things, though indif-. 


274 LETTERS: 


1s like the Voice that came to Adam in the Cool of 
the Day. ' I find alſo a ſtrange Influence upon my 
Heart from the Ways of coveting any worldly Ag. 
vantage. Well was this Wickedneſs called Hdolatry, 
for it doth importunately draw my Eye and Hear 
From the Lord, to admire and covet 2fter vain En. 
 joyments; and yet I cannot ſay that to this Day | 
ever wanted any good Thing. This I find to he 
both a deceiving and unprofitable Luſt, ſpoiling the 
| Comfort of my Soul, and not enriching my Body, 
nor ever adding one Cubit to my Stature. Nothing 
doth ever make the Thought of any Miſery miſe. 
rable to me, but the RefleCtings of a betrayed Heart; 
and they ſtare upon me, as Delilah did on Sanſm, 
when his Strength was gone, and the Phiii/ting 
were upon him; and then my Soul is as w-ak as 
Water. But ſhould 1 go to number up the Deceits 
that are. within me, they are innumerable; only it 
1sTome Eaſe, now and then, to open the Impoſthume, 
as to God, ſo alſo to good Men. I know not how 
far your Senſe of the ſame, or other Infirmities may 
 oppreſs you, but I know you wear about with you 
the ſame Nature as I do, though, I hope, more en- 
abled to ſtrive againſt the Stream of Nature than I 
am: But whatever Strength you have, I am ſure it 
comes from above;. and indeed I muſt- needs fay, 
{and my Heart rejoyceth at the Mention) that 
am not forſaken in this Conflict. My Redeemer 
is ftrong, and mine Infirmities are judged already, 
and ſhall not afli&t me for ever. I am directed to 
a ſure Remedy, in Pſal. xxxvii. 3, 4, 5- and ſhall 
lay it before you, if your Diſeaſe be mine, v!z. to 
truft in the Lord in well doing only ; Delight in tht 
Lord, and commit your Way unto him. Tet this Fhy- 
|  .fick have its. due Work, and the Truth of Go! is 
ehgaped for a Recovery. Sometimes I am (as it were) 
venturing on ſuch a Reſignment as this Tru//!ng, 
Delighting and Committing doth ſignify ; and, me- 


thinks 


thinks, the very Reſolution & to do, as a Beam of 
Gol's Power ahd "Love, doth rejoice my Heart in 


Way untothe Lord: And doubtlefs, that is the Way 
to hght againſt our Luſts with much Advantage, 


Sparks of it. And I never knew that I got Power 


being firſt (as it were) difſolyed into the Lord, and 


and I are made one through Chriſt in Oppoſition 
to my own Sins, and I am no longer mine own, but 
his, and my Faith is aCting iy 49 this Union 
then | may, yea, and I mutt ſay, d 


And happy is that Soul that appears in-no other 
Heart doth accuſe my Pen for hinting an Enjoyment 
beyond what-I have. I can only ſay this; Some- 
thing of this Þ have already taſted; and more I ear- 


captivated, "diſmayed Heart, I pray, let me hear 
how it fareth with you; that we may, in the Lord, 


[moſt holy Faith, &c. 


6 boom is no Safety butin God; no Refuge, 


and Pity it ſhould be elſewhere, that God might 


Hope, 'Doubtleſs it is a heavenly Life to give up 
a our Delight, our PFruft, and: commit all our 


when we are got above them; and in our Reſign- 
ment to God have engaged Him in the Quarrel. IL 
know the Advantage 1s very- great, by ſome little. 
zvainſt one Luft of Heart, or evil rm þ but by 


then appearing againſt it in his Power. When God. 


| | o the Strength 
and Snares of "Temptation vaniſh at;his Appearing : 


| Strength but his. But while I am writing, my 


neſly hope for, as the only Remedy for a weak, 


help one-another, and build up one another in the 


| Reft, :or Peace but there; and there it is: 


bull be all in all, We are both in his Arms, ſhalt-' 
POE og. pt, 7%; | þ finiſh 


\ 
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Aniſh;his Work; and not ſee a Day of Vexation 
longer-than. the. Time prefixed us > And in this 
zaniidence We are to,do;our'/Work,: bear our Bur. 
thens, and; not; faint. "(Our Labour will be over, 
and: our; LFemptations.toq.:. Eternal: Reſt will fol. 
lown-the one, ;and-. Ineorruption; the other. Dex 
Brother, farewel,,till \next Meeting, whether in 
this, World; | or: that. to 'come,. 'Fhe Will of our 
Father be done on us, angd:in.us, &c. £24 Ln 


TENLITET SIS SATO DSISI SISA DIS RAISE SID 3 
. »I64g. To; F. D. No. 6. 

_T Hope'there is a Power within you that vill ne. 
Þ. ver leave convincing,- teaching, purging, hea]. 
ing, ang delivering of you, till you can ſay, The 

. Powers, , the Employments, the Labours of this 
preſent World'are:the Lord's and his Chriſt's; that 
God is all. in! all to you and in:-you. Herein lies 
our Intereſt, againſt all unworthy Undervaluings 
of our Intereſt,” Goings-forth in our own Strength 
or Wiſdom, Carnal Damps of our Zeal, Coolinys 
of our Intimacy with 'Ged, 'Courtings of the Crea- 
ture, and ſo being courted of the Devil in the 
Creature, til]' many "Times, our Warmth is gone, 
our Locks cut; our Strength-and Comfort departed 
together; and then the , poor Soul looks upon 1t's 
Corruption, and all 'the Engines of: it's Back-fli- 

ding, as Amnon did on. his deflowred Sifter.; Haw 
her. out of my Sight. Then the Soul lies as weak 
as any other, in' an equal Line with the Men of 
this W orld ; but God only, wheraiſes the Dead, for 
his Free Grace and eternal Covenant of Love, rc- 
covers this: Loſs: again, reſtores Health to the Heatt,) 
aad makes the Soul ſay, 1 1vas dead, but am: alive. 
That a Vein. of: Life, -and Beam , of Light ſhould 
run through, ſo many Eclipſes, and yet live, and 

not utterly be deſtroyed ; this is the Work S a 

| | ol 
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Lord; and'it is marydlous in'our Eyes. As: there 
no Calling in the World: that is' uſeful for com-" 
non/G66d,*but hath it's Foundation tm the Wiſ- 
tom, Pity,” and (Care (of 'God "towards his" poor 
Creatures, fo/T believe theſame 'of yours': And my 
Pefire/to'God for .you is, that you” may ufe your 
Calling only-as' under his Eye, and in the Wiſdom 
and Fear of th& Lord, '& ct 7 000 th 


$202009 20200 2D900D D000 DJ090 DOOD®ADDEDISEIIDIEE 
1649. "* To C. A. D. 'No. L& 


FOUR-+Friendly and Chriftian Lines Þ received, 
4 and do-with you Tejoice'in' the Happineſs-of 
your neareſt Relation. T he!Happinefs is the greater, 
n\that [your Principles do accord, as well as your 
Aﬀections 3 waich renders your Condition a more 
lively Type of the Conjugal Intereſt betwixt Chriſt 
anda Behever, - -You  fay, -your Experience tells 
you it is'good to wait,on God : Do not forget the 
lame Expertence” in-other- Caſes. Abound in Spi- 
ritual Aﬀections to pne another as much as you can, 
and n ingenious Marriage-Love and Aﬀedtions 
ao; bot bewitre 'of that which 'is inordinate ; re- 


membring that they that marry are to be as if they. 


matried mt. "It © may be you may find new 'I emp- 
tations in your new Condition, and God teaching 
you thereby : If” fo, "there is ſtill Cauſe of Thank- 
fulnefs ; fo 

Trials, to "teach, to' purge, and comfort, T'per- 


Ceive there is That within you which takes little 


Content in high Speculations without Power. I 
think it is no ſmall Happineſs to be preſerved from: 


the vain, 'unfavoury Profeffion of the Times, con- | 


liſting more in Phraſe of Words, Human Wit and 
Bride, than Power of Religions Doubtleſs, the an- 
-_— Ny cient 
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r God has many Ways, in Variety of- 
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cient Path of Sincerity, Humility, Patience, Loye 
_ and Fruits of Thankfulneſs' is- the bet Path 
Saints to- travel in; waiting on God for more en. 
larged Hearts, and enlightened Eyes, both toknoy 
and do his Will with more Integrity. Ah! the 
Hg fant Spirituality of the Apo/?les Writings, and 
rermons of Chrift There 1s no Cavilling, no 
Jeering; but Bowels of Tendernefs, and awful, 
{weet Reverence in the Things of God. Let your 
Thoughts ſtill fix there. Aflociate with the moſt 
tender and fincere, and you ſhall eſcape the de- 
AruCtive Influence of that ſeemingly religious Looſe. 
neſs and Atheiſm, which has (1 fear) cankered 
rhany- a' hopeful Profeſſor. As for my own Part, 
F am toffed to and fro under Temptations, yet reap. 
mg this Fruit thereby, to thirſt the more after the 
Day of Chriſt's Appearance, and my Deliverance, 
£5. $22 "TEES | _—_ | 
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T have as well by others, as by your own Hand, 
ÞF underſtood how the Change of Afﬀairs hath lien 
upon you. The Lord, I truſt, will bleſs the pre- 
ſent Suffering to your inward Advantage. The 
leſs worldly your Aﬀe&tions were in your Employ- 
ment, the more, I hope, the Loſs is. alleviated, and 
your Heart ſupported. It is good to be induſtrious, 
To that the Intereſt above be as the Oyl to the Wheel 
of .all our Actions. © The Lord, in the Intereſt of 
his free Love and Preſence, is able to weigh down 
the Scale againſt never ſo much appearing Trouble: 
And to that bleſſed Portion and Security I do heartily 
commend you, SEE TEIN +> I _ 


6.44 * 
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OD" has been' pleaſed. to put us, and continue 
us lorig'aſunder, & we have had our Variety 
of 1.coubles,. Dangers and Temptations; andiin.Re-- 
f pard we can come no nearer each other, let us ſpeak at 
ann poraeer the View: | tavetaken of eanhly Mat- 
ters and earthly - e-pconet I Ep ſay with my whole, 
Heart, The bejt/ eſhment 1s Vexationt of Spirit: And 
if 1, then ot NO Nobakesh ow Fred Piaia oltenny. 
Momney-for that which '1s:not Bread! God has delivered- 
me from-being a'Burthen'to'my!Friends; 'and/yet my 
Body and' Soul (Ah, when will-it once be !!Yare not 


F 


giver-up a$'2 Sacrifice to Him'only, 4 | 


/ Brother, - Þ perceive ſo-much 'of the- unſearchable- 
Pity of ths LLordto me, that I know notwhat to dos 
or: ſay, Ohs; That my Heart might- break into a 
tiouſand-Pieces; and be made up again by the Spi- 
rit of Renewing! What a Miſery is it to delire: 
That might live, which - is'nailed to the Croſs, and* 
crucifed!!+ Oh,- for- the Newneſs of the Spirit, to/ 
ſee the new: Creature, that old Things might paſs 
away from one Endiof the Soul unto the other! I 
tremble- at the Mention of theſe Words; becauſe 
the'Power' is'of: God; and the: dark Defign-of the: 
Eſt within-me labours to deſtroy my Intereſt, ru- 
n my' Peace, and -make! me unſerviceable to! my 
God; to''whom. Þ am going; Oh, 'Fhat I-could, 
inthe Power of my'. dear Saviour, raiſe my Heldd- 
(high out* of -the Mifery that eaſily beſets' me, 'as 
to'peep forth» into the freſh Air of a:whole Refign- 
ment, even of whatſoever: 1 have, am, or do. ex 
pe&t; "unto! God! through: Chrift,. nakedly and/unre- 
ſervedly 1” You are' on my Heart befote' the Lord, 
that yow-may be ſaved from-yourſelf and the'World, 
from your Feats; Comforts and - Hopes; that the- 
Kingdom of our dear Lord may exalt itſe}f:exceed- 
wWhly in your Heart, The Lord Himſelf be your 
fe OE NR I Guide 
* Ape 39, 


Guide ; to whom alone 1 can, adventure to ſurrep. 
der you. I am. again returning from my. Wie, 


Grave, into———o, ſeek mine own, &c, _ 
POPERMMRRRMRRMIR HERR eettts 
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* EAR Sifter, I account it my Duty to hold up 
-4F anTntercourſe of writing to you,” as Oppor. 
unity and 'T'ime will permit ; as being fenſible, in 
ſome Meaſure, of the State of your inward Man, 
. My. Words have. no quickening Life; the bodily 

-Speech of Chriſt Himſelf could not beſtow it with- 
out the ppirit, much leſsi the Pen-of a ſinful Worm, 
but I will ſend you where this Ware is: to be fold 
at a cheap Rate, if Compliments of Self-prepared- 
neſs{for I can call it ns other) do not- hinder, je, 
Iv. 1x. Buy Wine and Milk without Money. Say it 
over againz without Money, What'? is this the 
Voice of your Beloved ?. and without Price, Is.it 
indeed without Price? How hard is this one Leſ- 
fon, without Price! ' My Guilt can preſs me down; 
þut can it preſs Fin down who. bears up Heaven 
and Earth'? Can my Weakneſs hinder me from 
lying down? There is nothing more acceptable 
tn Him, than for me as it-were, to lie down up- 
on Him; you can never lean too hard upon your 
well Beloved. Nothing troubles Him, but when 
you lean from Him, Cant. viii. 5, This is true 
Goſpel-Venture : Hence comes Quickening,. in 
God's ſweet Seaſon, of God's, making. How ealy, 
think you, it were for Jo0i0 come to Chriſt if you 
were without Spot? But are you not. aſhamed to 
let Chriſt waſh you. from all your Sins? You are 
Joath to trouble Him ſo far, and yet you can, never 
pleaſe Him hetter. . The, greater the Work of us 
Redemption, the greatef is his Glory. This, 13 
ther. wins his Heart to you, than renders you un- 
3; * Aged 20. pleaſing 
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pleaſing or unwelcome to Him * "It is, His own he- 
wailing Langitage, Ye will not come to me, Sc, If 
ou will look up to'the brazen Serpent, you will 
quickly know, Freedom. , There, is. no. Condition 
ou: can be in, : but. you are well enough, if Chriſt 
with you. That 1s the Reaſon that neither Wa- 
ter nor F ire, £c.' can deſtroy. ' He is willing ; be 
you ſo too, , Truſt Him, and ſee-if anyiCongitipn 
whatſoever | comes -. ſhort,of; Remedy,,: where Ch## 
for Advice, Reſt and Satisfadtion. In afew Day: 
your: and: my Vail will-be gone, and we ſhall-i%e 
what now we. defire. to believe..;I leaye. you and:mn 
little: Child; ta | the Teaching - and. Bleſſing of-the 
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" Should be. 1ad'to receive it in a Letter written 

from ear Hear, that Jeſus Chriſt is indeed 
not only your Portion, but your Joy, and your 
Companion. "He"'is willing to be fo, if ycu | 


vines: T3088 Colet-Language and Tram, A 
dear Friend, ſuch an one as He, doth, not love 
”; "ys P74 & 2 2 D » pO ERS ab 8: \ : CH} o 
Compliments, and unwarrantable "Modeſt [. .- 1 OES 
how He takes up Peter, Tohn xiii. 8. You may, 


* 
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Difkculty is," through Pride an Darkneſs, we are, 
$25, * Aged. .4O. ©. to 
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to our' owtr wrong, loath to venture. © Let us now 
and-*then« Tift up onr Hearts for each other to- Him 
with ms mth fy PRE ite 7: ou. gg Sc, 


- 1653. * To D. [ No. FR 


OD has SUL; DR ou my. natal ing, 
KF. and continued Life. My main: lay Being, 
fait 'as I can turn the Bunk; and. Thou copay 
of: Doors) is to: ſeekithe Lozrd:by Piricual Enuiry 
One Hour of cloſe. Communion i Him is better 
than. a 'Fhouſand. | A. little. I tafte .by Glimpſes 
and Glances of that Refreſhment ; but, L bleſs his 
Name, I thirſt for mare... | Sometimes my Condi- 
tion* is- nothing. -but-almolſt a- very. Darkneſs ; but 
my God doth then.rouſ 5p, a poor dead Heart, and 
enlighter: it aga wy Ba. by: * Oh the-Riches of 
that. "Goodneſs the oth ſo often gird us, when we 
Enow not He is {6 near. ! 1 "Such a Saviour, who is 
a living Pillar of Atmement, and hisNatvre, through 
Jifferinga,” the very Seat off Conipaſſont for all .that 
e to God by | Him, our, Lord,, our Lord Chriſt; 
thaſs. Sufferigs were. not for his own Sake, and 
from whom a longing Soul was never repulfed. But 
Oh! methinks ſometimes the Wonder is too great 
t» be the Lot of ſuch a poor Wreteh; but a' better 
Thought again tells, me, That'this js the very dif- 
ferercihg: ark of Goſtel- =Faith, . not to' come with 
a full; Hand of Righiuſheſs and Flefh-content- 
ing Preparedneſs; but witli x; Hand and Heart fully 
guilt yeh the Files, of 'all reps ed of En- 
bf Contfradiction ag inſtthe Snirjt and Grace 
Of One, ang. lay fack 7 a Heart an and before 
Ng and* Bop Ws Help to cure'that. Enmity,. and: 
ſtop the Mouth of. that SON ATI, and*cauſethe 
_ Sou}, by believing, to triumph fingly in his 
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Conqueſt z' which doth then moſt ſingly appear to 
the Eye of Faith, when a ftck Sou}-lays the whole 
Weight of. Mr Diſeaſes upon Chriſt, - and doth not 
touch the Bearing of the Guilt of one of them, nor 
endeavour to eaſe the Shoulder of Chrift by one of 
his Fingers. Chriſt neither needs nor deſires ſuch 
Help at a Sinner's Hand. His Work is to tread the 
Wine-Preſs alone: Thine and mine (dear Siſter) 

is only to believe, and ſee his Salvation. Let us 
not raſhly or impatiently put our Hand to the Ark, 
as Uzza did; but leave Him 'the whole Honour of 
his own Croſs. Only wait humbly and believingly 
in the Uſe of Prayew, and pondering the Scriptures, 
for there 'the Spirit appears, to form the Soul into 
' a ſafe and Goſpel -reſt, and to create the Image of 
Chriſt, and will! renew, by Degrees, according to 
the Meaſure of his Grace, ſuch a Soul. 


EEE SSSS$$ $4444 
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JF OUR long, large, and ſavoury Letter I re- 
ceived, I diſcern your Thirſt in thoſe Lines; 
ou are not alone in that Agony. You know that 
hirſt is a reſtleſs Want of refreſhing Liquor ; and 
you know the Promiſe calls them who are in ſuch a 
dtate, blefſed; although as yet Satisfation be not 
piven, "If a reſtleſs Deſire be a Bleffing, Why 
ſhould not God have the Honour of that Diſpenſa- 
tion? Although the refreſhing Preſence of Chriſt 
our Bridegroom has not yet entred the Chambers 
of 'your ſenſible Enjoyment, yet remember again, 
Bleed are they that thi r/t; for they ſhall be filled. 
Your whole Letter doth” argue Thirſt; and there- 
fore you are truly bleſſed : And therefore you ſhall 
ſatisfied, T could write many complaining Lines ; 
Jea, T'can "never complain too much of my vile- 
3 | #® ped 40, ſinful 
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—_ you. Was not Chriſtin an Agony? Didnot 


thnd by:and'by the / mine come forth, BHeignot teef; 
* be rmnnordeny Hime; He does hear, and the /'i/icn 


Lamb, beyond Sin, . Fear and Sorrow. |[ leave thee 


Gnful and Mind, | but /in doing that, I mu 
not blemiſh the ' free Grace of God in Chriſt ; ye, 
Fam forry EF have done it"too much Wrong hither. 
to. Devils are apainft it, 'Flefh' and Blood are 
apainft it; and ſhall T befo'too?: Let me embrace it 
rather ; never mourning from God, but mourning 
towards Him, in Hope, above Hope, Study that 
Word, Yield not to Wearineſs,” nor Faintneſs in Mind 
at no Hand: through Faith.iand Patience 'you fhall in- 
herit #t," as well as the reft 'of Abrabam's Daughters 


He thirſt? Was not even He fttaitned? And muſt 
not ' ya be conformable? -I fay 'again-z Rejoice in 
at, :ahd-hold the: Ham of bro Garment, and you will 


will ſpeak. You do well 'to pump the Wells of 
Salvation, the Scriptures. The Night will rot 
tong laſt, the Day is coming; the = of this 
Wirld is judged, and thy God reigneth. I ſhall one 
Day (I doubt not) with thee fing the Song of the 


to his Care and Love, which 'is 'far beyond mine. 
T muft end, but leave you to Him whoſe Words 
are Life inleed. Farewel in the Bowels of Chili 
to whom 1 commit you, '&c. _ | 
4343 543-44-4-54-4444-4-64-49-44 
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E Conveniency of this Opportunity incitcth 
\ BY me*to write to you by this Bearer, who has 
'promiſed to fee-my Child, 1 defire that as ſhe grows 
-1n Capacity, 'you would be 'dropping in ſomewhat 
of fpiritual Things for her tender Thoughts to feel 
upon. Though I cannot, at this Diſtance, , 

Rh you 
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our Face, yet. I. know your Temptations in ſome 
Pirt, and Your Deliverance "too; which will, in 
due Time,” appear. It is good to. be carried about, 
and diſpoſed by the Hand of.the Lord: It'is a bleſ- 

{ed Thing, and will one Day appear ſo, to rejoice 
in the Pleaſure: of the Lord, let Him do with a -poor. 
Creatire what He, will, ſo He make you more: like- 
Himſdf, by unſclfing .you from. carnal: Deſizes, 
1nd* carnal Difcontents: and. Fears, and ' tranſ- 

planting you into. the Power and Joy of Be- 
living. enabling you really to account the Of- 
fer of eternal Kindn-fs in Chriſt more: Glory than 
any earthly dying Comfort: And certainly where: 
the Comforts: here can comfort but little, the Croſ-- 
ſes here can .croſs but little; and ſhortly farewel' 
both. | Let your Heart dwell much on the free Co- 
venant of .CGrrace in Chriſt, by Prayer and Medita- 

tion; and let your Sins come into the ſame Room - 
with you, while you are on that-Enquiry. When 
lam at a dead Lift, then. ſometimes the Spirit of- 
God takes meup (as it were) into-the Arms of that- 
Covenant which He made- with Chriſt concerning 

ne, and eyery one who is not a-wilful Unbeliever. 

And the very Glance of- that Salvation wrought by - 
the Lord,” concerning which I am-only to believe, 

ſets me again upon my Feet, I haveno- other Faſt 
but to be willing in T'ruth to receive it, and I ſhall 
ve it: And 1t'fo, then- you and I ſhall be ſure- 
never to want anyone good Thing, Evil (as Evil 
from the Lord.) cannot befal-us,, You will then ſee 
the Favour of God-to-you incarthly ſeeming Frowns. 

No ſuch Favour as tobe dead\to ſen{ible Comforts, - 
and as a-Stranger to earthly carnal Contentments, 
though: this be tedious -to Fleſtr and Blood; yet let 
more appear that-our Reſtis notin: theſe Things, | 
but in- the ever-living God : He is: yeur 'Feacher, 
{Ct leave you to Him. 43 
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that Grace will one Day be very glorious, that 


ow. ſome Deliverance, Oh the Glory of that 
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_ Have received your Letter, and return you 
[ "Thanks for your Love. Should I give you a 

raught of my Soul, it would pity you to * ſee it, 
Did not the Mercy of God prevent, you would 
find me in the four lait Vices mentioned in Roy. j, 
But, bleſſed be the Lord, that though there be a 
Law in my Members warring and tormenting, ] 
have in the Lord a little Strength, and do ſometimes 
view Deliverance. I have too long had too much 
Content in a carnal Walking with God, and have 
been ſatisfied too much in a carnal Appearance 
that Way. There is a Way to live with God in 
the World, but it is of his own making ; no viſt- 
ble or ſenſible "Thing can contribute any Thing to 
it: And yet I cannot die to theſe vain Helps. I 
ſhall never underſtand the Word (A!) in Math, 
XXii. 37. till the Power of the moſt High doth 
bear it in. Ah, when will it once be! Certainly 


hath attended a poor diſtreſſed Heart, through the 
uncomfortable Sights, and abundant Frailties of 
this corrupt, mortal Condition. One pure, ſerious, 
true, long-breathed Defire of Chriſt's Appearing 

ay, when the real Appearing ſhall | be, and all 
filthy Garments removed, and every filthy Smel] be 
forever removed alſo ! Let us be found among thoſe 
that wait for Redemption, and wait waking. Tru- 
ly Brother, we cannot word out one to anotier 
what is the State, Duties, and Privileges of an 
Intereſt in a new Life, and Hope of Glory. The 
beſt Means, the beſt Words, yea even the Scrip- 
tures (though not ſo in themſelves) are deceiving 


to a deceived, carnal Heart. Such a Heart will 
Fn Ons ; turn 
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turn the moſt Spiritual Things into Fleſh, and fo 
feed upon them to ſatisfy carnal Fancy. Oh, 
That you and.I could ſtart up from fleſhly Conſu]- 
tation, and liſten quietly, leiſurely, and yet gree- 
dily, and , obediently to: the mere Dictate of the 
blefled Spirit in his Word! Your Opportunity 
and mine of honouring God in the World is ver 
far ſpent already. 1 defire that you be not only 
for God in:Seaſon, but out of Seaſon alſo. Dear 
Brother, I thought fit to give you a Touch of 
what my. poor Heart deſires to be wreſtling in, I 
know you” mind the ſame 'T hing ; go on therein, 
and profper :' There is no other Way of Peace but 
this, 1 am rude; but I had rather write my Heart, 
than my. Invention, Well, Brother, I thank you 
for your good Withes to my poor Child : I truſt 
the Lord will vouchſafe her Truth of Grace, and 
ſh:d abroad his Mercy and Love into her Heart, 
and make it appear as her tender Years will bear, 
and manifeſt the fame. Remember me to my Siſ- 
ter, your Vife, whom TI have Reaſon alſo to ho- 
nour, for the Goodneſs of God to her, and to you, 
I trult, in her. I ſhould rejoice to hear that ſome | 
\ others of your and my poor Friends had the Lord / 
alone for their whole Defire and Portion : T would ' 
rather remember ſuch in my Prayers, than in my 
Letter, Remember my Love to your Sifter D, 
whois, I am 'much afſured, more precious in God's | 
Lye than in her own. I leave MI News to the | 
Bearer, and coramend the Remembrance of you to \ 
the Lord, and remain, &c. | | 
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RO ſee the State of Things here is wavcring, 


L unſettled, moving to and fro. It is a wondrous 
ung to fee how the Lord is pleated to raile up 
* Aged 41 Y- one 
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certainty, as to this outward Man, yet I find a 


of the Promiſes of the God of Truth, my Rock 


| Means of Believing (and only plain-hearted Be 


Compliments; as the poor believing Woman Wis 
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one Waye of Diſquiet aſter another, to mole{ the 
publick Peace, and exerciſe the Pains and Paticnee 
of his People. It is no Miſery, biit a Privilege fo 
one that is chofen hence, to be emptied from Veil 
to Veſlel; and indeed, T ſcarce know a greater Sion 
of Crafts Comugal Love, than by: his Providence 
to render all other 'F hints and Conditions here tg 
be unlovely and undefirable : "For then the Afﬀee. 
tions have no where elfe to centre but ' in Chriſt; 
and this makes thenr go to'out ſtrong that Way, 
Although my Condition ſpeaks 'much viſible Un- 


mighty War within me, againft a free and clear 
Clofir:g with the certain Riches of Glory which 
are in Chriſt; in which notwithſtanding, I truk, 
I have an Intereſt, and have received ſome Witne 
thereof, There is a ſecret Joy in- the inward Pat 
of my Soul, and Refreſhment at the Remembrance 


Sometimes Hope and Defire bring me near to Chill, 
and Him to me. It is an admirable Thing © 
think, how a Soul can, at the ſame Time, be co- 
vered over with it's Guilt, and yet be freed, and 
triumph over the ſame, as ed in Chritt, truly, 
perfectly, and for ever: Yet this is the Goſh 
Do&rine and Experience. A Body diſeaſcd througi 
Sin, yet a Mind towards the Brazen Serpent, 4 
flying to the Horns of the Altar ; and that doe 
the Work, Oh, the Juſtification * through the 


lieving) is a ſtrange Thing ! Yet not at all di 
cult where the Anointing teaches, and the Soul i 
wade free by the Spirit from Carnal Quiddities aid 


who preſſed to touch the Hem of Chriſt's Garmenh 
without IF-S and ANDS. The Lord dire&al 
your Paths, and make you fruitful m Hou 
through believing, and fear no Evil, Fare j" 
well in'the Lord for ever, tp 3-477, 105k 
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FX. Remembrance; of you in my Heart does 
not, neither. ought. to ;bear Praporeſot to 

my Writing. - I have Reaſon; to eſtecm you an 
Heir of Blefling, and, I would gladly, when I hear 
yur own, believingly and , thrivingly the God of 
your Mercies,,:;rejoice in your . Joy, as a Member 
of. the lame Body of Chriſt with you. Be eyeing 
what the Redeemer has done, _ what the Virtue of 
his Sacrifice is ;z not what difficult Deſign He at= 
tempted, unleſs it be to honour Him the more, 
who has overcome all that we can ſuppoſe to have 
moſt Difficulty . in _-.1t.,, I think, it is a matchleſs 
Mercy to let our. Sins of, all Sorts and Aggravations 
je cal on his Croſs, with an humble Refignment 
to Him; waiting for Salvation and Strength, as 2 
penitent Sinner's Portion through Faith, The 
Lord-be with you, in whom 1 reſt, &c, ES 
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/[.Y dear Friend, I underſtand by what I hear 
LYL.that you are like to ſtay ſome Time in Eng- 
wang, whilſt I am detained here; and in Regard IT 
now your main Defire is to ſerve Jeſus Chriſt in the 
pimplicity of the Goſpel, I defire the Place of 
your Abode, and the People you labour amongſt 
ay be adapted to ſuch a ſavoury Deſign. 1 do 
omewhat doubt, that, if you are perſuaded to 
ome poprlaus City, you will be troubled with itching 
ars, and find fome Temptations more vigorous 
han in a more private Auditory, Yet I will not 
Wilwade you from what the Call of God doth moſt 
Iparently inclin2 you to; but do defire you may 
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ſo launch forth, that the Room of thoſe famous 


deliberate, unfeigned Deſire of perte&t Righteoul- 


and humbly; try the Lord's Will, and your own 


_ folely to order your Heart and Way; his Voices 
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Worthies who are ſwept away may be ſupplicd, 
and the J/ord of Reconiliation held forth, tijl 1; 
Myſtery of God be finiſhed. And therefore ac with 
all your Might whilſt the Day laſts, and remember 
the diſtracted Condition of your warfaring Fried, 
Beware of Diſcouragement. Your Work is ex- 
cellent, your Labour ſhort, your Infirmities under- 
taken by Chrift, and your Temptations and the 
TPempter alſo judged. Your's is a Warfare as well 
as mine; bleſied be the Captain of our Salvaticn, 
through whoſe Blood alone is Hope of Conquett 
And thus commending you to the Lord, &c, 


Opt O43) 
i655. *-To S. D. RH. No.:19; 


Trait you find the Word of God faithful, and 
creating Faithfulneſs alſo (in the Seed thereof) 
in your Heart, TI think this is a true Maxim, one 


neſs in Chriſt is the very Fruit of the perfect Righ- 
teouſneſs of Chriſt : For who can bring a clean 
Thing out of an unclean, but He alone, by his 
creating Power and Love? Nouriſh Faith tenderly 


Heart; prize that Faith which puts forward all 
Grace, which takes away Diſcouragement from 
Mortification, and makes it as the Gate of Heaven, 
and Hope of Glory ; for the Apoſile found it fo, and 
pleads it juſt io to us, Rom vi. 5, 6, 7, 8. & 
You have a good Guide; give Him the Honou! 


heard in the Scripture. Believe not your ov 
Heart, or Reaſon againſt the naked Word of Truth. 
In Caſes of Scruple, or Difcouragement oi a 
Sort, give yourſelf the fame Counſel as by Wh 
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Ccriptures you would give to another Perſon in the 
lame Caſe. The Woik of Faith is not to make 
0&n no Sin; but becauſe of Sin, to bring the Soul 
t) the Redeemer; that the more Sin it ſees, it may 
the more abhor it, and triumph the more, in Con- 
fderation that Grace doth ſuperabound through a 
Mediator. And here lies the Myſtery of Faith; 
the Lord Hime has it, and you and I fhail ſay, 
we have enough. 
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1655. * To D, H. No. 20. 


World, in which dwell Immortality and Righ- 


tcouſneſs, did you ever upon good Ground (as you 


CREE e208 made your Heart pant after that 
WW, 


thouzht) judge any earthly Friend a certain Com- 


fort? If fo, then has God, by removing your Sit- 
ter, and now by removing your Father, witneſſed the 
contrary, If you apprehended them as uncertain, 
tien way are they not ſufficiently repayed in the 
Fatherly Reſpect of an unchangeable God? Is it 


good to be angry with the Lord? Do not ſtudy to. 


be more ſoure and melancholy, but how to be more 
lioly, ſeif-denying, and chearful, on the Account 
of a freely tendered Covenant; rejoicing that ſhortly 
you ſhall rake your Journey, and go vilit your Fa- 
ther, your Siſter, &c. and all the Saints ſince the 
Beainning., Never {tudy how to diſhonour the Na- 
tire of the Goſpel, -by a ſullen, carnal Pleading of 
velf=unzworthineſs, The Truth is, Self is not wor- 
tiy to plead, but Chriſt is worthy to be loved and 
believed; and that is enough, If He will love me, 
heal me, pure me, ſave me, convince me, accept 


me freely, Why ſhould I be offended at it, and 


ſay, He cannot mean as the Goſpel ſpeaks ? My 


lulicn Heart is never broken till Almighty Con- | 


* Ad 42: Y--3 vincement 
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vincement fram God, break my -Heart to powder, 


" Y S 


*vll that Time 1 play, with Melancholy, under a 
Kind of vexing Delight. I truſt God will teach 
you ſcme*gocd Leflon by this. Viſitation, that the 
'Knqwledge of God in Chriſt, and the Knowledge 
p fre uv cart may be wiſely taken in. | earneſtly 

delire this, that all your [Thoughts may be brought 
over'to a SubjeCtion to the good Pleaſure of God, 
with Delight in tat good Pleaſure of his, and be 
thankful that you have yet an; Opportunity to ho. 
rour Him, by faying and thinking all his ways ate 
Mercy and 'T ruth. Though He take to Himfctf 
your neareſt Friends, you do them ſo much Right 
as to rejoice that they reign ; though you mourn 
after your Beloved, and long to leave yourſelf, that 
you may Jove Him the better, I leave you to Him 
who can and will do more in his Love and Pity, 
than I or any Friend can, do. Rejoice in Hope, 

lift up your Head, the Days of your Lamentation 
are almoſt ended. I remain yours in the Fellow- 
Feeling of the ſame Burden, &c. 


W 1655. * To A. C. No. 21. 


Enjoy my Health, through the Goodneſs of 
God, as yet. My Soul has many dry and fap- 
leſs Seaſons, many drowſy and fainty QQualms, 
through the Deceit of Heart that lies rooted within; 
butyet the Lord crics ever and anon in my Ear, /am 
God, and [ change not < therefore thou art not Fane ; 
I find it deſperately dangerous to ſet my Reaſon and 
Scnfe in Diſpute with that which Faith only ſhould 
take ups I mean, Reconcilement upen free Terms. If 
there be any Sinfulneſs, or iny Aggravation of vin 
which ſeems to except itfelf from the Rcmedy of. 
Chri/f's Atonement, then certainly the Eye of Faith 
20 20398 14 OT WI TI is takes 


takes not'up/ it's Mark. as it ſhould do, If there be 
- any Weakneſs and Darkneſs, and the. Soul thinks 
to-get over it without an humble Refi nation of the 
Caſe to Chrift for Help, it will, find the Cure come 
badly on. A Heart which would not have a Liberty 
for ſfinning can never engage in a free-hearted Ad» 
venture on Chriſt too far for Pardon and Strength, 
Chriſt never” refuſed any one Sinner. that, came to 
Himon Earth, unleſs it were the mocking, treacher+ 
ous, and ' fpightful Phariſees: And therefore I am 
bound to believe He hears and accepts every uns 
feigned Requeſt, though Hardneſs and Darkneſs do 
Mit, So that T am, with my lamenting after 
Him, to rejoice alſo, that He is Himſelf the Corner-_ 
ſtone of that Work in my Heart that  Jearps after 
Him inadry Land. I recommend youto the Lord, &c. 


FOOT 
Te ek”: 


Thought good to ſend you a few Lines, which, _ 
while Fam writing, ſerve inſtea& of a Conſe- 
rence : "There only wants your Anſwer to every 
dentence, and the it rioting of your Voice. 
| can, at a Diſtance, gueſs at your T houghts; I: 
can alſo take Refreſhment in this, that the Arm cf | 
the Lord, feen by you, or unſeen, yet holds you, - 
tracheth you, and is always near, you. We aie + 
not to think the unchangeable God doth change as - | 
oft'as we uſe to change. Not every Cloud, nor.all. | 
the Clouds of the Sky are able to hinder the Courſe | 
i the Sun, becauſe the Sun is above them ; and fo: . 
$ the Covenant of our Peace above our Darkneſs 
nd Weakneſs. ' A ſmall Matter (if, Seaſons of + 
Veakneſs and Dulneſs may be called ſo) is enoughy: . - 
Fen Unbelief is cheriſhed, to make as much: Mit-.-- 
lief in the Soul, as\a Wolf among a Flock of 
4 * Aged 42. Sheep, 
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Sheep. Indeed every Sin is hateful in the $icht of 

God; and a ſluggiſh Heart, that is rather prone 
continually to all that is Evil, inwarely and out- 
wardly, than inclined to Good, is grievous to the 
Spirit of God : But this is perpetually the Refuge, 
"That God accounts the Sinfulneſs of his People 
their Sickneſs, not their State; and to purge and 
cure them, He uſeth ſometimes one Means, | and 
ſometimes another ; witneſs Pſal. Ixzxix. 21, 32, 
33, 34. and {/a. xXxvii. 8, 9g, But {till the Cove- 
nant, being . wholly of his Contrivance, - ſtands 
fixed in Heaven; and ſo doth Jeſus Chriſt, who has 
both your Nature, as much as if yourlclf were 
there, and God's Nature too in one Perſon, to pre- 
ſerve that Covenant, in your Stcad, for your Geod, 
"There is no Creature-Goodzeſs of any Sort ſocyer 
that prefers any Perſon. to an Intereſt in that Co- 
venant;: becauſe God ſheweth Mercy to whom He 
will. And there 1s nothing eſientially necdiul to 
give any one a Right to apply this Covenant, but 
a Senſe of Neceflity, and a Willingneſs to accept 
it, and be ſaved by it only. As wicked People io 
fancy the Way to Heaven, as that they think tiny 
can obtain it, while they deſire to kcep their vins 
in their Boſoms, and cannot hear of parting w:ti 
them: So many gracious People, though belcycd 
of God, cannot imagine that eternal Lite, beinga 
Blefling of that Greatneſs, can be fo calily gotten 
as by Believing only. Or if they grant it is to be 
had only by Believing, yet they do fo much Jock 
upon perſonal Qual:ifhcations, by which to try tac 
Faith, that unlels they be to ſuch and ſuch « Ve 
oree, they think they have not Faith. And whzn 
they have got the Degree they defire, they ae 7 
much to ſeek as before, And All is, beczilc (30 
has left no ſuch Qua}ikcations as Things that fla 
give Reft to the Soul: For they are but the Gar- 
ments of Faitn, That Soul that is wiling Chril 
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ſhould both ſave him and purge him, ſhall be ſaved 
and purged; and God cannot but account him clean. 
from condemning Guilt. I hope '5ry live in the 
Study and Conſolation of theſe glad Tidings of 
Goſpel-Peace. I truſt alſo that God has and doth 
fanctify all his Diſpenſations to your Heart, that 
you may be chearful in believing, and fruitful in 
Holineſs, as one who is taught of the Lord: And, 
thus commending you.to the Lord, your Rock, I 
relt yours in Truth and Love, &c. 


HEE EEEEAREEEETELEEEEEEERNKEHAC 


1655. * To B. D. No. 23. 


Hear, that the ſame Hand of a good God that: 

carried you forth hath brought you Home, to 
viit the Habitations of ſome Friends, and view the 
Monuments of others deceaſed; amongſt which 
our Parents, and Siſter, and Grandmother of re- 
freſhful Memory. How God has dealt with you 
in that Wilderneſs of Pits and Snares from whence 
you came, I know not ; but IT hope the Prayers 
of thoſe deceaſed, in the Hand of a living Chriſt, 
are at this Hour pleading for you. The God of 
all Power preach Freedom of Refignment unto Hin 
into, your Heart. I wiſh there may be more of pure 
Communion with God in your Heart, than my 
feeble Soul can reach unto. It is' rich Bounty 
from God, if I have any, be it ever ſolittle Truth 
of Deſire towards Him:. But I may mourn out 
all my Moiſture, that my hard Heart cannot come 
ully away to Him, . Oh, for a broken, believing 
Heart! . the Merchandize thereof is better than the 
Merchandize of Silver. For ſuch'as have liſted them- 
ſelves into that Spiritual Warfare, there is no Fear 
of miſcarrying, while they keep to their Colours, 
ald are given up to the Lamb's Conduct, 
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0594 555:-1* T3 CoA? DoriNo.:24.” - 
J7 OUR's of the 25th of Szprember Taft T receive! 
| and do thankyou for your Chriſtian Leye 
and Tendernefs therein rels, and for the Heads 
of that ſearching, refreſhing Sermon : For indeed 
nothing can be rfr-e/hing, but what is ſearching and 
—_— The Virtue and the Excellency of 
Goſpel-Remedies can” never be welcome, nor do 
their Work, til} they be'permitted to ſearch and 
overcome ; that "Truth may break forth to ViRtory, 
and there may be healing without PutrefaCtion at 
the Bottom. ' And when a poor Soul cannot order 
his own. Diſtempers, yet then to conſent to, and 
approve of'-the' Sovereignty of the Medicine, and 
Skill of the: Phy/iczan—Could I come up to that 
Truſt, Faith, and Retignment, I ſhould then more 
magnify that Grace, and be more fruitfully refreſh-4 
ia the Clration of God. "There is a pure Relief in 
the Goſpel, conveyable only by the Arm (the Spirit) 
4 the Lord; but it is oftentimes, in a great Meaſure, 
poiled and defiled in a carnal Way of Endeavour to 
receive it. , To entertain Spiritual Truths in the Spirit, 
and to be ſubjefted to thair Law,. and formed over inta 
their Mould, Complexion and Conſtitution, This, [ think, 
were Religion indeed. For my own Part, I view 
theſe Things at ſuch a Diſtance, that ſometimes I 
even doubt, whether there be any more than No- 
tion left; or if more, what it is that holds up any 
Connexion betwixt' my confuſed Heart and that 
Spiritual Intereſt, I am carried up and down by 
im as a lighted Candle in a windy Place, and it's 
Flame ever ready almoſt to flee we the Wick, 
were it not preſerved by the Hollow of his Hand, 
His Diſcipline I cannot want and live. And its 
Refreſhment to me, that your Heart is under a con- 
fant Purſuit of that Mark, for the Prize *; he 
"DET gh 
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high Calling.” Draw Water fill "from the Foun- 
tain.as. much as. you can. . Be a Stranger to all-In- 
fruments, Means and Helps, while you uſe them. 
Know none but God, taſte none but Him in all 
the Earth ; and remember the gauled Feet of your 
Fellow-travellers. I received a Letter from Mr. 
Gr. I pray return the Inclofed to him; his Advice 
is very ſavoury. I think indeed, Chriſt beſt approves 
of a holy. Latitude for Aﬀection and Communion 
amongt-his Members. 


5 WW WH 55 WE 
: 1656. * To © A. ® No. 25. 


TNEAR and Chriſtian Friend, Your's I received, 

/ and am glad that both yourſelf and Wite 
are in Health. I defire, in this ReſpeR, to offer 
up my Share of Praiſe with you, and to rejoice for, 
you, that you have a good Will to be trudging for- 
wards, Whether your Pace be ſwiſt or ſlow, be 
ſure to fix your Eyes as right as you can; and the 
Exe will affect the Heart, and give Wings for 
Mos, You dehire to be naturalized tothe whole 
Will of 'our Heavenly Father; I bleſs the Lord, I 
| dclire the ſame : And that we may both gain our, 
Dehires, let us, in the Name.of the Lord, dig after 
the Underſtanding of the 1y/tery of the Father and 
the Son, and ponderover and over the Intereſt which 
(xd hath deſigned the Ele& in his, only Son, and 
Him, in them; .and how it is brought about through 
his Incarnation,: and the Operation of the Spirit 
of Holineſs; who has made the Fruits of his Lif., 
and Death, and Reſurrection really ours; ſo: that 
we may ſay each of us by Faith, am crucified, 1 
an riſen with.Chriſt; and of all the Lovelinels that. 
$1nHim, we may, with Trembling and great Joy, 

: | av, 


*' Aged 47: 
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it 1s our own 1 becauſe Himſelf is ours: And that 
' will make his Yoke-ealy, vhis Will defiralle, his 
- Work profitable, - iWpiritually natnral +5 vs 
- I think it would help much, to pray, meditate, vo 
" and cait up Accounts often, to watch the Looks of 
our -Conſciences, to make ofcen Appeals to the Me. 
diator, and-to the Father through Him ; and { to 
' keep the Work moving upon the Wheels; and we 
ſhall, at length, $ct-to that bleſled Country, where 
Righteouſneſs dweileth. At thy right Hand, ſaith 
David, there 1s Fulneſs, 8c. | 


OE UDC ARID ADC EY DE RC ARE 2p 200 
i656. * To A.M. C.. No:-26 


JF Find, in fome of my Friends, a favoury Taſte 
.4 of Grace, which, in ©this unfavoury Ape, is 

no ſmal] Mercy. | I hope, the Mercy of the Lord 
' to your Father will deſcend upon al] his Off-ſpring, 
He or ſhe is happy that can keep his Garments 
clean, and Heart e{tablithed in the Truth and Power 
of Grace, amongit fo much Prophanencſs en the 
one Hand, and giddy, wild, and looſe Way «f 
Profeſſion on the other Hand ; ſome profefiing Im- 
piety, and others profeſhng a vain Attainment of 
ſome Excellency, beſide the native Current of the 
Scriptures, and pure Chriitianity. "The Lore, | 
_ truſt, will preſerve you from the Tempter, | 
lament the Afﬀfiiction of my Uncle and Aunt, & 


r657. 4: To D., H. No. 27. 
E not weary of believing, of praying, of hop- 
ing, of contending, of rejoicing. Your In- 


tereſt cannot be broken from Chriſt by Sick 
P26 


Cl 
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iappointments, nor by Sins, Read the latter 
Wi «ah iv. and vil. Chnpoce of the Romans, 
and the Reſt alſo of that Book; and bleſs God for 
the Myſtery of his Truth, Pity, Love and Con- 
deſcention therein, Be above Friends, Fears, 
Guilt, and drooping, in the Name of Jeſus Chriſt, 
Having, through his Grace, given up your Name 
to Him, honour Him by accepting Him as joy- 
fully as He gives Himſelf, 'T hen praiſe Him moſt 
when you think you have leaſt Reaſon, and baMe 
that ugly Thing Unbzlief, by that Hope and Faith 
which is commended moſt by Jeſus.Chriſt, when 
it ſeems moſt unreaſonable to lowring, faint-hearted . 
and ſick Fleſh and Blood. What Sickneſs fo bad 
25 a trembling Ague. Remember 2 Tm. 1. 6, 7, &c, 


EEE 


-- 1069. *. Tod. D. H. No, 28, 


LTHOUGH the Ordinances are moſt glo- 

riouſly powerful, yet I find a bad Time with 
my Heart fince I came hither; but I expect ſome 
Leffon from God out of it. "Phe Old Man mutt 
be cut in Pieces, ere it will die, Tt will not lift up 
one Finger to deſtroy itlelf; *tis only F oreign Aid 
tiat doth the Work; And how to leave all ſelfiſh 
Lndeavours, and by Faith to be yielded up to the 
Ia-working Power of the Spirit of Chriſt, there is 
tne Difliculty, Faith receives all, and doth no- 
thing; and yet the Travel of a Chriſtian is calle} 
the Fight of Faith, Tt fights in beholding the Sal- 
vation of God, it fights in leaving every Bur- 
then on Chriſt ; yea, it then conquers, when it is 
able to ſubje& the Conſequence of Guilt, and En- 
deavours of Renewing, to the only Righteouſneſs 
ot Chriſt, and the Virtue and Spirit of his Croſs 
and Reſurrection. Faith is a {trong Grace, and 
free Grace a ſtrange Myſtery, It is an Herb that 
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grows where nothing elle can grow ; it muſt he. 
YO! GO Atiitt wThoffiing 49x72 10h. 2 

alone ; it abhors'all manner of "Aid'that Flefh and 
Blood. can ogive; It untots a'poor' Creatire in's 
ſaving manner. * When a poor Sinner 4ets Liberty 
to be moſt ſ:nfibly vile and weak, then Grace tri. 
umphs moſt, = Let ® epi Travel be ſpent in this 
| F.nquiry.and Subje&tion to Goſp!1-methotl; that 
| Jeſus Chriſt 'may be all in every Thing that you 
ure CONCErTea: thy, Wo oO NEO TERT Uo 3h, 


. 


_ Find it very unwholeſome to the Soul to give 

Wy. to Diſcouragement' or Faintneſs. "he 

oul goes down the Wind apace, when it ſays, My 

Hope is loſt, I hall one Day 'fall' by the Hand of 

the Enemy. Let perfect Refignment be your La- 

bour every Day, how difficult foever it ſeems to 
| be: God 1s ableto make your Bow abide in Strength, 
| thouzh the Archers from the Enemies C:mp may 
= G$Gaily moleſt you. In the Name of Chrift beg the 
_ Father of Blefling to caufe you'to inherit eh 
| Blefing, till at laſt 'you arrive-upon the everlaſtine 
Hills. Oh! blefled be the God of the unchanoe- 
able Coveriant, and blefſed be the Author and 
Finiſher of our Faith. T have an inceffant T ur- 
moil with my evil Heart; but am, I truit, march- 
-ing towards Dchverance. God has not as..yet 
turned aſide my Prayer, nor his Mercy from ne. 
1 am under, is Diſcipline, expecting * Judgment 
will. be brought forth to Victory, and Weaknels 
unto Strength, Light and Truth. ' Let us not be 
contented with ſma}l Degrees of the new-Creature 
but thankful for the leaſt; and yet thirſt Day and 
Night for more renewing Eight and Transforms- 
. ticn. Remember you are a Soldier, - aid ſha!l be 
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more than Conqueror, through Him who loveth 
you. You 'are a Traveller, and ſhall paſs from 
Strength to Strength,” till you appear before God in 
ſj. . I perceive you have Thoughts about fome 
Altcration of. your Condition. And.Oh! that the 
lame Guide which directed Abraham's Servant in 
the Behalf of J/azc, may gobefore you. I ſhould re- 
joice more that you were yoked with a gracious Mate, 
than with the richeſt Eſtate in Britazn, where the 
Pearl of Grace 1s wanting, I dehire to remember 
you” before the Lord. | Be much in Prayer, as I 
doubt not but you are; and hve above yourſelf, 
and above the World in that Tranſaction. Grace 
and Wiſdom and arcligious Stock are cxccllent Jew- 
els, though clothed in a mean Dreſs, Prov. xxxt 
10, &, I ſay no mare, but the Lord, who is 
your Refuge, be your Counſellor. And as you 
mind me of our Spiritual Bond, fo I defire till to be 
mindful of it; and that we both may inceſſantly 
pray for each other, Remember me to Brother 
Daniel in the Bowels of Jeſus Chriſt. Let him and 
pp Comer and ſtrengthen one another in the 
Lord,” to whom I commend you; remaining yours 
| on the beſt Account, &c. , | 


1657. * To D. H. No. 30. I 


OULD I be more in the Spirit, I could then 
write with more Freedom : But this I know, 

that if I- and you have our Faces toward $797, we 
ſhall be hrought thither at length. Our great Work 
1s to ceaſe from ourſelves, that the Spirit of Jeſus 
Chriſt pur Lord might have Liberty to work in us, 
and for us.. I know no ſuch Door to the Mediator 
35 to be reſigned over to Him, and to be yiclded up 
Ed, £2. | | To: 

* Aped 44. 
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.to:the Salvation.and Power of free Grace : It js the 
only wholſeme Food and Phy/ick of a Sinner, Whey 
the Soul. is widened by Reſignation to Him anj 
Self-Abborrency, then his naked Redemption is 
fweet, welcome, and a Soul-ſatisfying Remedy, | 
oft {zee a Glimmering of this, but my Kye is weak; 
yet ſuch Glimmerings tell me, that there, and there 
only lie the Firſt-fruits, and Hope of Glory, I had 
rather ſee God do a little. in me,. and for me, than 
do much myſelf: For God's Little is infinite, and 
my Much is nothing in his Sight, .for me to be 
accepted thereby. Therefore "Fatt the only Key 
of all ip:rituz] Treaſure which 1s hid in Chriſt, and 
in Him only. And by this Going out of ourſclyes 
to Him, we are made_ his; and . Himſeif, and his 
Treaſures of Pardon, Righteouſneſs, Wiſicm, 2nd 
PerfeRion are made urs, Venture your Prayers 
upon Hi ; though they ſeem to be caſt away, after 


that: ever. Chriſt reproved his -Diſciples for any 
Thing but. Unbelief, or little Faith ; or tor not 
ſuffering-Infants or. others to come to Him, Let 
all theſe: Things teach you .gnd + me what is our 
chief Duty. LI leavg you to the Lord, remaining 
yours in, ruth and Love, &c. 


many Days they will return. You can hardly find 
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+. 1658. * ToB. D. No. 31. | 


OUR two laſt Letters have much refreſhed 
JF me, becauſe I perceive it is not the Compl- 
ment of Invention, but the Heart raiJmg Spirit of 
God has been favourable to you. Be. craving ftill, 
be thankful ill, believe through the Clouds, God 
has thus appeared, that He may teach you how to 
live on Him when He appears leſs to Senſe: You 


1 are 
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are H:ir always to the fame Joy; and' infifiitely 
more when under the faddeſt Hours, Expet*PFriats 
for every Grace, eſpecially for Faith; Winter fol- 
lows Summer, but the End will be | ViQtory and 
Peace; of which you have had, t perceive, a Taſte. 
Covet Chriſt's Image infatiably, and to be at his 
Diſpokl univerſally ; and let us blefs his Name 
Night and Day. I want a Hcart to blefs God enough 
for his Goodneſs to us : the Day haftens in which 
it wilt be done perfectly. I am in Health' of Body, 
labouring under the ſhameful Load of an evil Heart; 
yet in Hope of Victory, through Him who liveth for 
ever to make [nterceſſion for them who deſire to come to 
Gd through Elim only. Among(t a}l Buſineſs, publick 
or private, it is good for you and me to be watch- 
ful, to keep a conſtant Motion upwards : Conftant 


comparable Endowment, enough to put a Luit:e 
pon every other Requiſite, What Alliance 1s 
pos than to be allied in the Communion of tie 
pirit? Þ perceive Grod hath favoured you with an 
Afﬀiction, I hope you will not go without the 
Bleſing- of it. Be mpre importunate for a Blefling, 
than anxious about the Loſs, or troubling your 
Thoughts about Perſons or Inſtruments, or about 
kiture Events ; but commit yourſelf and Eſtate, 
Body and Sout to God, as. unto of 9: Creator, 


and rejoice in; the Hope of a better xfurrectien, and 


uit of Doors, | | 
COLO IE ITN ION 125! Sang 
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©. FOSB, #17 9. D. BR. No. 3%. - 
P* ghd tofce you ſtrive to get up the Hill, and 
; that you take the right Way, Go on and 
proſper, he # ncar ako jaftificth yow Thouzh' he 
®* tt 45. 


Tendernefs is a rich Treaſury, Grace is that'in= - 


groan for nothing but the Body of Sin, till it is groaned-_ 


god” _ LETTERS: 


ftands (38 it were), behind the "Wall, he hears your 
Requeſt, and all your Deſire is before Him: He 
Himſelf has undertaken the Whole. Light is ſown 
for yous the Harveſt is coming: Lift up your 
Head, your Redemption is ſure, and your Waters 
thall not fail. You can never lay too muclt Bur- 
den on Chriſt; he bears up the Pillars of the Earth, 
and has already born your Burden. "The Work is 
over with Him, and ſhall be ever with you too 
ſhortly : Yet a little while, and he that faall come will 
come, and will not tarry., You are not your own 
Workmanſhip, but his : He has lifted up his Hand 
to Heaven, and ſworn, that Ble/ſing, He will bl; 
you, and ſhortly tread Satan and every Corruption 
under you Feet. Cling about Him, He will not 
ſhake ,you off; your Prayers are heard, your Perſon 
is. accepted. Be not weary ; everlaſting Arms are 
under you, the Battle you are in will proſper. The 
Greatneſs of his Power is not to amaze you, but 
to ſupport you; his Righteouſneſs is to juſtify you, 
that you may not fear your Judge, but reverence 
and love Him who has, waſhed you in his own 
Blood: . And the Buſineſs is dope already, and now 
there 15 no reyoking of it. "The more Difficulties 
do appear, the more you are to triumph in Him 
who overcame by the Blood of his Croſs, and will 
Not leaye you ſhelterleſs. He can teach you better 
than I, I leave you to Him. 1 perceive, by your 
Letter, that my dear Friend R. 44. is dead; or 
rather now,#T confidently believe, perfectly alive, 
beyond Sin and Toil. 'I know you are not want- 
ing, towards that poor Child; take her to Heaven 
as much 2s you can along with you. Let us prey 
one for another, and we ſhall ngt ſeek that bleſled 
Face of his in vain. I might write much of mine 
own, Leanneſs and Tnworthine(s, and I would I 
could be more ſenſible of it, ſo as to lay my ſtarved 
 Lunks on that free, Heart-revivinsr, Heart-renew- 
"4 Ba Ws ----- WT 
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ing Covenant of; Grace, confirmed in.the P exſon of a_, 
crucified and riſen. Redeemer, the Fountain of 4c- 
ceptations P ardon, Life, and Health : In his Hands... 


[ deſire to. leave you, and remain, &c. _ 
eats 0 ec el 2 eres 


Wi 1658. * To S. D. H. '.No.. 33- 
Thought good to ſend you a Line or two. Tam 


myſelf, through the Goodneſs of 'God,” in” 


Rated, and in Hope of greater Things to the Jn 
r-Man than I can yet attain. My Life is a War- 


fare in all Reſpe&ts. O! bleſſed be the Lord that 


is never weary of ſuch a defiled Lump, but holds. 
my Soul in_ ſome Life to this Days with' E: 
tion that he will never leave, till the FPlderneſs be 


nade a, fruitful Field, and the old Man be utterly - 
deſtroyed ; tor ſtrong is He who hath promiſed, and 


there ſhall be a Performance to the Patient attend-. 
ing on his Word, God doth fo order the bringing 


bout of our eternal Reſt, that, when' he has lifted: 


us oyer all the Mountains and Valleys of this pre- 
ſent Pilgrimage, he may at Length be admired 1n., 
them that-believe; and give Matter of  eternat? 
Praiſe, when we fhall look back; and' ſee how we! 
have eſcaped the devouring Floods; and by his" 
Hand, behold all the preſent ſpiritual Enemies Le- 
dad. for ever. The Weary ſhall be' refreſhed, the: 
longing Soul ſatisfied, the Captive detivered, and? 
the Scattered be yet zathered, and return: to Zig... 
The Zeal of a faithful and gracious God, and out! 
Redeemer will accompliſh, be Things how they: 
Fill, yet we are not allowed to 'fay, Our Wound 
s incurable ; but rather ſay, Salvation is*"of 
God, and: he will' be ſur ality wonderful to? 
them that wait on Him. - What though the 'Fig-Tree 
< nt blaſom, yet. God cannot alter the Word- that! 
ESR: as COR eta Eee: 
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is gone out of his Mouth; Fear not, for I hoy: ye. 
deemed thee, Thou art mine, Iſa. xiii. 1, &c, In. 
vive the Spirit of the Humble, If. Ivii. 15. H: de. 
I:izhts to dwell among broken Bones, as his Dwel. 
ling-Place; that the Mourners may fing away their 
Grief in God their Savieow. There-1 leave you; 
and commending you to the Lord, I reſt, &c, 


_.- - r6g8. * To D, H. No. 44. 

NUCH is our bodily Condition, that we cannot 
make up theſe Dittances, without the interye- 
ning of Letters or Friends; but that Communian 
which, I truſt, we have mutually (though unda 
much Darkneſs) with the Father and the Son, þ 
the Spirit of Grace, needs no ſuch Helps. 1 ul 
our Prayers meet /at a ſhorter Cut, and that we 
ſtrive together in the ſame Faith of the Goſpe), It 
may'be you find, you have much to do to kee 
ycur Head above Water; I find the fame: [I bear 
about the ſame Body of Death, and find the ſame 
Contradiction in my corrupt and confuſed Nature 
as you do. One Ciriftian ſeems to out-run ano- 
ther, til] God reveals the miſchievous Hell that] 
dwells in our Fleſh. Then Pay! himſelf will ery} 
out, O wretched Man that I am! And Tjaiah, that! 
Evangelical Prophet, bz forced to fay, Ai! our! 
Reghteouſneſs is as filthy Rags, What are our poot| 
Ghmmerings tothe Brightaeſs of the Sun of Righ-| 
teoufneſs?” Were there not an equal Relief in tie | 
Mediator for the younzecſt and weak«t of the Flock, 
as'well as for -them who have long travelled in tie 
Profeffion of Godlineſs, the Accoutrements of the 
molt experienced Chriſtians would ſkrivel up and 
wither away ; and leave nothing behind in the Soul, 


but” 
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but ich! an-Out-cry as that, WW, ho fall dwell with 
aurlaſting Burnings ? But he that dwells in the burns 
in; Buſh keeps It from conſuming. It was only the 
Likeneſs' of the Son of Man that made the three 
Children in Daniel walk up and down in the Fire, 
{fe from turning. 1 will be with yon, faith God, in 
the Fire and Water. His Nameis Emmanuel, God with 
1s, His Covenant is free, the Purpoſe of Grace 
yonderful ;. his good Will arifeth only from himſelf, 
and will not, cannot change : and therefore zhe FJ 
of Jacob are not conſumed. We little think oftentignes 
(in our Fear and Diſcqouragement) how far our weak 
Prayers reach ; they are Ike an Arrow gone out of 
our” Sight, and we (many Times) think them loft 
1d 'forgot ;3-,and confidcr not, I hat every. doy 
Grean and watery. Tear is put.into the Bottl:, and 
inds upthrough the afcending Virtue of the Media» 
tion of Him who is one- with the Father, to the 
Throne 'of Acceptation. Let us comfort one ano+ 
ther in this Hope, that we may Jlaboux, and-trayel 

, but not faint by the Way. . £ Ms bas $ 
ith higheſt Ong, Se, F545; 2. GIS 34 


1658, * To 8. H. No. 35. 


'vY much refreſhed, That the Lord doth bo fa 
'Yourably deal with your Heart. It is the beſt 
News, you Can Write _ of your Particular, to 
tear, that you are toyling with a bad Heart, and 
urried to and again i. one Wave after another. 
bis may not be accounted bad News, becauſe 
Wit Straitnefs of the Way. to Life confiſts in ſuch a 
"arfare, *Tis good ye ac to hear, that a poor 
feature, who is not able of herſelf to think one 
oy . Thought, ſhould cy defire to be rid of 


all 
* Aged 45» 


fhull be filled; that's good News, Marth. v, 6. 4]. 


all-in ; and -that ſhe might! own the Holineſs of 
God's Nature "againſt all Pollution. © The Thurjty 


ways keep theſe two Supports ready, Gd is 14th 
able, and willing to perfeet his'W ork in you to the 
End. Whatever" your Fight be, Jet your Wea- 
 pons' be Prayer and Faith, and .you ſhall get the 

Day. T leave you to the Lord, and-reſt, &c, 


COUT OOCOOIN 
1658. * To B. D. No. 36. 


F Received the fad News of my diffaſed Sifter; 
| blefied be:the Name of Him- who was dead, 
and is alive, and will ſhortly caufe the Dead to 
come forth : That will be a blefled Day for all the 
Redeemed to viſit their precious Kindred. And 
bleſſed be He, who has in any. gracious Meaſure, 
YE Jet-Him-favourably 2dd this 

(ary there be a Defence. This 
what God hath might: 


wn + ET Js 7 r* by 
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I fund by his Grace. I want nothing but more 
| Communitn with that God, which you pant after; 
more Faith, more Truſt and Reſting upon Him, 
more Satisfation_ in Him; . that I may ſay, and 
believe, and ſing, God is my Portion. Will He not 
rend the Heavens? Will He not rend theſe Heart, 
and 'appear; that the Mountains of every Feat 
and Difquiet 'may flip like Lambs before the Prejend 
of our God? When ſhall the Promiſes be Subſtancy, 
and a faithful compaſſionate God be ai abundant 
Salvation? Can the lowring Face «t an ,unctiy 
tain World, 'and the Things thereof, make the 
Promiſe and unchangeable good Will of. God c 
no Effet? "Doth not He whiſper through cv&} 
dark.Cloud, and fay, "Come' up bither © 1 hs Lond 


RE GU 
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LET E-ERS, 399 
zen our Ears to InſtruRtion, and let us rejoice to 
take our Leave of that which will notprofit. Every 
Prayer we make daitws, /77 have choſen an inviſible 
ſnheritance, Oh, What a glorious 'Fhing is Faith 
at a deſperate Pinch ! | Then is his Throne high 
and lifted up, when Chriſt is in Profit-and Lols, 
in Life. and Death, the Heart's Advantage, above 
theſe lower Ebbings and Flowings. - The Lord be 


. - 
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1659. *_ Ts B. D.. No.. 37. 
T were a miſerabic Thing for a gracious Heart 
. to ſuffer Croſles, jf the Curſe were .in them: 
But ſeeing their Nature is changed, , our Miſery 
lth not lie in ſuch Diſpenſations ; butour Inſtruc- 
tions are therein, though it.is hard to fay.and be-, 
feve it: And 'when the Clouds ſeem to gather thick 
brer ones Head, then to claim ſheltering, teaching, 
ud purging Power under the Wings of God, and 
blug, as. Luther was wont, God is a Refuge for us, 
Wb, Pfal. xXIvi. That is a Poſture ſome Way. he- 
ng an Heir of Life and Glory, whoſe Rate 
ktrily ſeeured. beyond Thief or Moth. 1 am 
[ſometimes even amazcd to think, how ſhort I come 
bf what. I ſeem to be, and of real acknowledging 
tit God,” and living in that abſolute blefled Cove- 
Wh, which I profets inyſclf a Sharer in. And do 
mttneſe Things require rough Diſpenſations, in- 
Ward or outward, to awaken and ſend a poor Sin- 
er Home to that Advocate, who is King, Pro- 
and Prieſt, to help? But alas! dry Words; 
j Leanneſs;, my Leanneſs! Yet ſtrong is he who 
th, in ſome Part already, and will yet further, 
le Day, totally remove. all 'Things that offend; 
et us bleſs Him, love Him, and honour all his 
aſs, The Lord help you and me to live boys 
TY IT? :  *+ 
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thi: (Changes of this 7 FIRCEA WW 51d; There IS 

Magnanimity in Faith ' which  overcometh the 
World, if we could but attain that Pitch. The 
Lord eftabliſh our Hearts'and Hopes upon Himſelf; 
He changes not, and blelied be his Name, | leay 
muy with OY and reſt, "fe.  1EIR 


| Ga: ey D. 'D. No. 38. 

'T Know. no Refuge but in "God; and bleſſed he 
his Name, his'Name 1s a firong Tower, This 
World is but a withering Portion, a bad Prop ty 
 Tean upon; the (rgvpnant of Grace will make 
amends for all. not complain unleſs it be 
againft my Onbelice Go mult have the Glory 
all his Works, and therefore bleſſed again and again 
be his Name {. He hath not left his People, whats 
ever the World expect or think, and therefore le 
vs charge our Hearts, to reſiſt forful Melanchi; 
His Ways- are ſtill Mercy and Truth, and the 
Children. of Zien muſt, "Gall, and will rcjoice in 
their King, "a\maidht Kings, their and our Say1our, 
The Lord is the Pifot of his Church and People; 
| the Veſſel may be toſt, but cannot miſcarry ; ſud 
Honour and Privilege have all believing Penitent 
The Clouds, are thick bclow, but the Lord rules 
above, and hath ſaid, It hall be well with the Rig 
reous : And though I am unrighteous, di23 He 
-whomT1 deſire to make the Obje&t of my Faith, 
perfeRt, and in his Rig ebuinels I truſt - mins 
RT I would cling at rejoice in the Hope of ti 
wth of God yet to be revealed, &c. 


1659. + To D. H. "Ne. 29. 


NEEING our Time here is a Warfare, it 
| Comfort to perceive the Lord's Preſence wit 
ow u 


_ * feed ab. + Aged 46. 
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;ny poor. Soul, ſo as to make it ſtand out in Hope 
ud Prayer, while Temptations-and Corruptions, 
like fiery Darts, are flying thick on every Side. le 
never goes deſperately 11! with thoſe that travel to- 
wards Tim, and are acquainted with Afſſaults from 
Satan, and Heart-Treachery from themſelves, till 
fey begin ſecretly to whiſper Rebellion againſt the 
Crmant and Law of God's Grate ; and ay, There 
 n Help for me n God. David's Exceliuncy lay 
not ſo much in his: being freer from Sin and finful 
Miſcarriages than others ; but in this, that he could 
not endure to ſay, or hear others ſay of his Soul, 
There is n» Help for him in God, Pal. iti. 2. and 
Phal. xlii, 10. Ixxi. 11. That was the Anchor 
that made him ride out Storms, and the Rope 
that drew him up out of many a deep Pit, Let us 
ue the ſame Means with Reverence, and yet with 
Freedom. God is a jealous God, and cannot en- 
lure to be accounted changeable, Fer, xxxiti. 24, 
25, 26. He keeps both Ends of the Covenant, 
and will not give tae Glory of any Part of that 
Truſt out of his own Hands. Every D-fire, every 
hirſt, and Exerciſe of Reſolution or Hope Hea- 
en-wards, and every Soul and Body-Deliverance 
to ſuch, ariſeth' from this, that God ts faithful, 2, 
Thef, iti. 2. though our Labour and Prayer ou, & 
herein alſo to be employed, as the Means which 
od has commanded on our Part, for a Cloſing 
ith the efficacious Virtue of his Spirit, by be- 
eving: Whereby the Force of Chriſt's Death and 
Kelurretion becomes ſingly applicable to remove i 
ult, and confer a gracious Conformity to his | 
ature, and to the Law of Righteouſneſs in the | 
poul, I fee you level at the right Mark, and own 
jour Relief from the right Place; and why may I 
o EP ou ſhall yet ſee greater Things than 
}.y (2 "of | We. _ 


Ad: 1659 


ES 
| 
=_ 
= 


_ Evil, while our Eye is truly rolling Heaven-ward: 
Yea, within ſuch a Covenant as is confirmed inthe 


Eye Reaven-ward. That God hath dealt (o fi. 


it no ſmall] Mercy that my Child is under YOur 
live is a Day of Battle, and that the Enemy within 


' Day to fly to. the City of Refuge; and I bleſs the 
Lord, I never found the Gate quite ſhut again 
'me; yet I am forced ſornetimes (methinks) to 


| ſqueeze, in, Which Difficulty ariſeth from my 
der Reſignation; not from any Straitning in his 
Bowels,, but in. my own: But theſe Days of Dit- 


tance are haſtening away. I perceive your Eye 
'grows dim, the Lord bleis the Means for Reco- 
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] Perceive B. Cr. hath much Trouble through 


all ImperfeQions, &c. 


010 1659: 377 D!'M. "No. 46 

FF BE Lord be praiſed that you are within ſuch 
a Covenant, that nothing can befal us for 

Blood of Him who, is able to turn the Heart ard 

vourable with your Heart, as to tye it to a hungry 

Purſuit after Him, is much Comfort to my Soul, 

and Matter of Praiſe to his Name. And ] account 


Care, and both of you under God's gracious Wine, 
When we acquaint one another that cyery Day we 


us doth rage; this is no Reafcn of Diſcourazcment, 
becauſe the Battle is the Lord's. I am put every 


" __ > "TT 


Unbelief, and Want of retaining a Frame of ten- 


very; however be not diſmayed, you ſhall want 
never an Eye when your Body ſhall be raiſed incot- 
ruptible; It is not long. to that Time: The Re- 
deemer will be ſeen Eye to Eye, and then farewel 


on 2an wm, A any was £A©ca S truce * com. 


| i659, . * To D. H. No. AI, 


Indiſpoſition' of Bedy, and it is good it wo 
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te ſo, though diſquieting; to. the Fleſh ; and*you' 
have a Eracious Share 1 perceive alſo,” In ſuch. 
Cafes it, will be ſore Help to turn. our Thoughts 
from poring upon the AMiction itſelf, and endea- 
jour, by all Means, to find out the Leffon which . 
God-is teaching thereby; for that is properly and 
truly our, Work, in that Chriſt hath borne * th. 
Curſe for, us: He: hath taken away the wrathful - 
Penalty, and left: only an awakening and inftruc- 
Nato in all the AMictions, that his People 
meet with, Iſa. xxvii. 7, 8, 9. and 1xiti. 9. P/a!. 
lxxxix, 30, ZI, 32, &c. Oh that we could be- 
heve this, and redeem our precious T'ime, 'to 
karn the Will -of God, and to be faſhioned more 
to. his Likeneſs under earthly Fears or. Burdens + 
As for Betty's. Recreation, { would have her, 
amongſt other Things, learn to ing; that ſhe 
may uſe the glorious Ordinance of finging Pſalins 
vith the more Delight. I muit, as often as I can, 
put you in Mind, and let us put one another in 

ind, while we are in this World of Sin and 
Trouble, that we labour conſtantly and earneſtly 
to preſerve the Health of the inward Man, Oh! 
keep a fpiritual Palate for right reliſhing fpiritual 
Food; and be every Day girding on us afreſh the 
long Robe of Chriſt's Righteoutneſs, that we may 
be ſuitable to the State we are called to, the State 
df Communion with the Father Himſelf, and Je- 
us Chrift, Tt is a Garment that grows frether 
and freſher to us by the wearing. It is a Garment 
that will never ſully, but cleanſeth the Soul that 
vears it, It is defenſive againtt cold, fainty Fits, 
and the. beſt Armour that can be againſt the Rage 
of Sin and Satan. It is a glorious Robe, and yet 
| hath a fingular Virtue to make the Soul that | 
Wears-it humble, The firſt Garment that the firſt ] 
#dam made did ſomewhat hide his Shame, : but 
wuld not remove his Guilt and Fear; and there- 

by. SS. fore . 


2a”4 LETT ERS. 
ſore he ran with it from God. But this ual 


ad to the bleſſed Angels, wherever they go, and 
| Friend ſaid, (Fob v. 27.) ſo may]; that /o it ix; 


| Tuable Privileges, that this is not our Reſt: God 


all his broken-hearted Mourners, and Priſoners of 
ter, all "Things are ſafe, becauſe they are in the 


 __ 'your's. Spare not to pray; ſpare not to repent 


Goft Thou? - 


of the ſecond Adam has alone the Excellency to 
bring Soul's to God; yea, to his very Throne 
with Boldneſs. He or ſhe that wears this Rohe 
carries Salvation about with them, and are Oh. 
jects of Delight to the Father, Son and Spirit, 


whatever here their Condition be: And as Jobs 


Elear it, and know it for thy Good. I leave you to 
the Lord, and reſt, &c. 
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1659. * To D. H. No. 42, 
FRRHE Lord teach us his Mind, and looſen us 


— froma preſent World, and gather our Hearts 
and Hopes near to Himſ-If. It is one of our inva- 


calls aloud, Come up hither, Chriſt is above, hold- 
ing the Covenant of Grace in his Right-hand, and 


Hope wrapped up in it as in a Mantle, Dear Siſ- 
Heart of Chriſt; and I doubt not but Chriſt is 


with Grief and Joy; ſpare not to rely on the Rock 
of Ages: It is all but the Work of a beloved Spouſe 
towards a matchleſs Huſband. Your Work and 
Labour in the Lord cannot but he accepted: Set 
your Eyes towards the Tops of the Mountains; 
your Beloved haſtens like a young Roe, and will 
not beat reſt, till He has reſcued home all his Re- 
deemed, the dearly Beloved of his Soul, amongf 
which Number I am much aſſured your Name 1sen- 
tred; ſuch are the Riches of his Grace to ſuch 
wretched Sinner. And ſeeing He is reſolved to fie 
at ſuch a Rate, what Soul-Enemy ſhall ſay, a 
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«AS forvyour own; Fears, + under. which, yor 
FI wreſtle, it+is not the thaving. or wanting 
tathly: Tranquility that is ay proper Characies 
of God's:Love or Anger; but the diſcoveringMarx 
of That lies chiefly. in-the Way-of dur Deportment 
inder-fuch T'rials; agreeable/to the Practice of. the 
Saints, recommended to us in the Scriptures: by the 
Spirit of (God. For there is no. I'emptationscan 


b:fal us, which has not been(for ' Subſtance )the 


Trial of them, who. have endured and overcome be- 
fore us * And you are required to remember their 
Faith and Patience, and the Titus God gave, tnat 
xou do-not: give way or. faint, as if God had foria- 
ken the Government of the-W orld, -or changed'the 


Nature -of the everlaſting Covenant, «ordered 1 all | 


Things, and are; I have been labouring t6 live up- 
onthe naked- Promiſes of God in Refexence to my 
outrrard: Coneernmients, as if I were in the Want 
of ali I hings; and do think, if 1 could. come at 
It, it-were a glorious Portion. None but. exerct- 


{6 Behevers can teN truly, why the Promiſes are 


calied r7ch and precious, and how much lies in: that 
Word, RICH IN FAITH, Fames ii. 5. And 


what extenſive Satisfaction and Glory. lies in that 


Word GOOD; Al! Things ſhall work together for 
C%Jto then that love God. You know theſe Things, 
Ge, As Fears or outward Diſappointments abound, 


ay fill a higher Pitch; till you rejoice in mani- 


fold Trials, that God counts you worthy to be - 
lited anion thein who could not be made happy by * 
earthly Things, nor miſerable in, the Want of all | 
Things,: whether Eſtate, F tiends, Health, Credit, 


or any I hing elf>, whilit they could fly 'to a 


bizher Rock, The Lord direct you, and, make 
Jou launch. forth upon the Power; and in "the © 
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_ and make it new. Acceſs for your Prayer is . al- 


2984 the Goiden Scepter, and live in his Sight. 


J 


Wiſdom,7//and: under: the Shelter. of the Lorg-: 
Infinite. and abundant is. that Shelter. Oh! tha; 
Fg and 1 could, with Zuther, fing- over ail our 

ins and Fears,  be:they what they will, the xlyi, 
Pſalm ; God is a Refuge for us, a preſent Help in 
Trouble, Here is our Comfort, this World is not 
our Country ; a few Days will call us hence, The. 
good Lord manage all your Work, and open ſuch 
a Window from Heaven, that both you and I, and 
all that feek the Lord, may be throughly transfor. 
med to' a hearty Joy, even in divers Temptation: 
and know the Reaſon, through his Goace, why 
the bleſſed Spirit did put that Clauſe into the holy 
Scriptures, for our Patience and folid Comfort, 
Fames 1. 2, We are changeable, no Reit here 
and *tis well it is ſo; that we might not reliſh any 
Tg this World fo ſweet, as to tempt away \ 
our Hearts from lovely Canaan, and the defirable 
Fellowſhip of Chriſt, Face ts Face. Oh, the Day | 
yet haſtens, I truſt, in which we ſhall jing ouny | 
Heart-melarcholy for ever, &c. © j 


_ 


1659. * To B. D. No. 44. 


\ OD is a ſtrong Refuge; and as you hare 

F already found it fo, you will yet find it, the. 
more you roll yourſelf, Family, and Eftate upon | 
Him. He is one that can forgive Sin, 'and hath, 
given Chrift ; and can He not then give all Things .. 
with Him ? He can take away a treacherous Heart, - 


waysopen; and wilt not He take away an evil Heart 
of, Unbelief, that the Sou] and He may meet to-. 
gether ?- Let-us fear and hope, reach forth, and 


"(he 
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The Viſion is' true; which Faith/in the: Word diF/ 
covers: Oh !: happy is-\'the- humble Believer ;''for! 
there ſhall:-be a :Pertormance- of all Things promi-' 
{d. \ Fheugh the Mountains be caſt into the Midft 
of the Seas," God is a Refuge for us, Selah, '&c. 
ST LE LEE LL LE EE LLEYY 
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Know. it is your Care and Labour to _ carry on_ 


your Warfare, wherever you are: The End of wuY 
all Things is haſtening upon us, and we are haſ-. nd 
tening to it. Let us read the Word as thoſe that- TU 
b believe it; and let us pray,over it; for the Truth. 2nd 
of That-will abide, when the' preſent World mult _ La 
vaniſh, and all. the "Things and Perſons in it. 08 
Nouriſh, the Meditation. of Chriſt's Righteouſneſs . | l 
imputed to you, and your Sins berne by Him, as WW 
the principal Means to make you hearty, ſpiritual, - | j 
and uſeful to others, &c. | Hi 


I's refreſhed that you are refreſhed in the Lord. 
Brother, cling there; and be aſſured the ſcarlet . 
and white Thread of the Blood and Spirit of Chriſt * ., 
wil never break (though. it. be as, it were. but a, 
Thread) till it hath landed you ſafely. Jf 7, am... 4 
bſted up, faith Chriſt, 7 will draw all Men (i. E.1aÞ,/,, 
mid me: And according to the Senſe of your ,., 
wn Words, I would ſay, Let none of us be diſ= 
vraged in the T'oil and Hazard of Things tem- 
nl, Man liveth not by Bread alone, but by every 


es - - 
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Word of ' Pomife that: tome” out” of God 51/111, 
God'has us upon the.sAnvit;7 tut! Himſelf only 
guides the Hammer. - A*temporal Life is ſoon over: 
Yet a little ' while, and He that 'fhall come will comp 
Be flil digging inthe Mine of Wiſdom. Br often 
realizing to yourſelf a Departure hence. Improve 
_ preſent 'Trials-for preſent:Uſe 3 for that God: aims 
at :- And: they areas \needful (whatever we think) 
as the Thotn' at the Nightingale's *Preaſt, to keey 
him waking. Let'us ſtrike in. with - God's Proyi. 
dences towards us, as Co-workers, that his Deſigns 
upon us, and in us, may be promoted vigorouſly, 
praying and believing againft and above every Dit- 
pondency ; becauſe his Word is ſtrong - when we 
are weak ;' his good Will is the ſame, though ſome. 
times unſeen. Naked - Faith exalts Him ; and þ 
his bleſſed WH} be'done, Tc. © os 
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HATEVER Hazards or Difficulties you 


 VY may fear, they are all under the Compaſ 
of ' Gud's abſolute Diſpoſal; and. the fame Faith 
that carries us'to' reſt on Him for” one I hing, in 
Self-denying Dependence, . (which at this Time 
God calls upon us, eminently and graciouſly to 
exerciſe) the ſame Faith (having ſuch a God and 
Chriſt in it's Eye) is as extenlive, /and under Pro- 
miſe of Succels in all Things. All Things are puſs 
ſeble to him that believeth, Mark ix.'2%, AS once 
Chriſt faid, Remember Lot's /1fe; ſo I would fay 
to you, Remember Lot himſelf : Obſerve how IN- 
firmly he carried the Matter, although his Faith 
and Obedience were ſtronger than his Wite's 
the general ; and being ſincere, was accepted: Yet, 

FLY if NYC © pe 3 although 
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ikthough he ſaw the Wonders of God before his 
Face, and his irrefiſtible Power, in deſtroying thoſe 
Cities in-that Manner, and preferving him, as a 
Father/ayould preferve a Child 3 he ſtill feared te 
oto the Mountain where God appointed him, 
leſt he ſhould periſh. And when he was in Zoar, 
z Town which God told him, he would fave for 
his Sake 5 yet there alſo he was afraid, and depart- 
ed thence; as if he had no longer an Intereſt in the 
Power of God to fave him. And how ſadly he 
fell when he _—_ he had ſecured himſelf in a 
Cave, the. Story doth relate. And ſuch like In- 
ſtances do the Scripture yield in the Hiſtory of 7a- 
ab, David, and others. And becauſe, after every 
Exerciſe of Faith, weare apt'to enter into a Cave, 
God doth hold-out new Matter for our Exerciſe; 
35 it were, to keep us in the open Air, to make 
our Faith hardy and warlike, God. loves not to 
have his Children crule about the Fire-fide, the 
Refuge and Sparks of their own kindling; but for 
their Health's Sake, enures them to the Weather, 
that they may be hardy in believing ; according as 
the Variety, and Difficulty, and Hazards do-ap- 
pear, and ,the Imagination of ſuch Things ſtart 
into the Mind. Let us beg of God the Practice 
| of our own Letters one to another, and we ſhall 
ſt ſee the Salvation of God in that Kind as ſhall 
e beſt; even it may be to the outward Man. He 
that can/ be contented to venture his Eſtate, his 
dafety, his Credit, his Soul, his Labours, and 
the Succeſs of them wholly upon God z and fit 
down, and fing a Pſalm to hi: Almighty Mercy, 
Goodneſs and Truth : That Man has got a Caſtle 
over his Head, let the Wind blow which Way it will, 
And herein the bleſſed God and Giver of Faith will 
not fail,, any more than the Truth of his Nature, 
and Truth of his Word can change. I would fain 
beat this Practice, However, I muſt fo far com- 

mend 
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mend ye Way.of my God, and juſtify the Method 
of his. Diſcipline, .both to 3ne, and you; that the 
Crown of our. Profeſſion, aud the Glory of a Chric. 
tian Life lies 1n this Life, in-this Kind of Life of 
Believing.. I dq expenience.fo many Obitrucions 
2gainit clear Dependence ,upony and, Refignation 

 _ to the ſafe Hand of God's Power and: Love, and fo 
_ manyaching, contradicting Fits of Fleſh and Bloud, 
that it would, in-ſore Senie,: grieve me to put any 
Friend, that a&ts only in a carnal Mind, upon ſuch 
uncouth Work-as this is, /. But knowing that you 
have already ſtarted/ the Game, I. would have you 
purſuechearfully toa-perfe&t Surrender,.and Glory- 
ing in God. - Belieye-it,. as bad a Place as you ate 
in, God has. made-it, for: a; Seaſon,: his School to 

ou ; and.til} God: doth ſome. Way clear Things, 

his Pzxovidence, -for -your Removal, : expect more 
pes: Teaching, and. more Shelter under his 
Ving wheze . you: are, than elſewhere; although 
your \Company would. be to me execeding defir- 
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Am glad you ate fitting yourſelf to go through 
| the Storm, rather than to be dejected under its 
Nothing is more becoming a Criſtian, than to 
make all ready in Reference to a Diſſolution. 1 
perceive / you . have lighted -upon good Anchor- 
Ground; fix there, and. you wijl be wel}: 1 deire 
to be fixed there with you, It is an ill Chotre to 
part with a Dram of Chrift, and Peace of Conſ{ci- 
_ ence, for the greateſt earthly Furniture. . I hat 
Word, { will- never. leave you, nor forſake jou, 153 
Vefle] that hath carried many a--Soul through fu- 
rious Tempeſts, and ftill landed - them fate; -_ 

| | I! 
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the ſane Veſſel holdstight AE TE was built: of 
od Timbery and it' hath a good Pilot always at 
the. Helm ; 'and' therefore it' 1s ſafe venturing there, 
Certainly the more freely and reſignedlfy we « can ad- 
venture/S6u] and Body upon Him, with 'a finzle 
eart, purzed in the Lamb's Blood, the ſafer and 
the mbre ſatisfying will our Paſſage t be. zo 
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" Pefire both you df mp ls wirow all Se | 


Providences of Cod towards: us, that we ina 
ery: Day «creep nearer tm, Him, in whom ions 
| Pardan} Peace, and cternatt Life are treaftired up 

for. thoſe: who-”thirft. for 'them. Among which 
Number:I defire you' and 1 may be found, when 


God-ſhall fummon Quick ang Dead to receive 


their-Sentences, - £#c, ' 
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| 1660, +: To ' N. No. 50. 


Am "RY upon any Dendfigh, to hear of your 

' Welfare. 1 continuc, at preſent, in this P! lace, 
waiting the fue of I hings ; - which the Lord 4i- 
ic and over-rule to the bett. In the Midfſt of all 
theſe weighty Providences, and rolling Waves, it 
is good to look well to our Anchor, and to be {>= 
curing''the Main. Uncertain Peace, uncertain 
created Comfort, uncertain Life, do' require us to 
kan but gently upon fuch Things, and to graip at 
an Inheritance, a Life, a Portion which fadeth 
not; a Country where neither Sighs, nor Groans, 
bor orSins haveany Place, If great Shakings cannot 


Det 4”. vent 4”, | throughly 
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thibughty awake; it is.a Sigmithe] Drowzinefs 1; 
_ vey: greats 'if not... dradly,, It; 15 good to be yer 
buly, when the Inch of. Gandle is:nearly-at an En, 
'The Lord teach us heartily to imiprove.our preſent 
Minute, and enter into the: Ark-before' the Flow 
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1660. * To M..N.. No. 51. 

AYING had fame Opportunity to diſcem 

the Frame of your Heart, and the Truth 

ot your 'T hirſt.after Jeſus Chriſt and Reſignation 

to Him, I thought fit, while I was writing to other 
Friends: 4t N.7G.: to! prefent you alſo a Line or tw, 

Te is but-z1ittle that one Friend cam-write to ano- 

ther ; but where-there is-a mutual Intereſt .in the 

fame; Spirit, (there! is. a Freedom . through tht 
Communion, to.-.expatiate large - and wice in one 
another's joint Concernments; and to þerr a denſe 

of; the.yarious _ Trayels of: the- inward Man, and 

how It is exercifed, 171: you who are begotten of the 
ſame:God..and Father, and: nouriſhed by the ſame 

Spirit in; Jeſus Chriſt, And, in this Reſpect, one 
Chriſtian may, in ſome: Meaſure, read the Conds 
tion and Aﬀairs of another. ig his own Experience, 

| though the Manner . of Trials may be difterent. 
| The moſt that I would ſay to you is'this ; Lavour 
w-ſatisfy your Heart againſt Guilt, by the perſon 
Righteouſneſs and Worth of Chriſt, which you 

| are eommanded to own, 2nd put on by believing 
d as/a'/Garment made 212 appointed of Czod for your 
| Wearing ;'ttxing pour Eye.on his Appointmelth 

| and ,not upon your tUnſnibleneſs ;, an his Grady, 
8 and mot at AL on your gums I; worthineſs ; unkl 
| . It be; fo-urgo.30f tw Wag Zim wigtCthe ore ape 

| - al Refolution, This is a Lefidn i am ty Dy 
« Heed %: — Yeart.ngy 


uniing, and I know: no Shelter \ Uke"-it, .[ The 
Improvenieht- of i the Covenant” of "Grate in this 
Manner, was: tothe Prophet Duvid, dlt Pis Sdbva- 
fm, and all his Defare.”- This is the Shelter "that 
will keep dry When the Floods come, This will | 
mke a Soul out-face Terror, and give an Anſwer 
t© turmoiling Accuſations. This will make the 
Lame $0/:leap/as a Hart, 'and - the Dumb to fing, 
when Woes do over-ſpread the Earth. I recom-. 
mend you ta this Santtuary; &c.. EB: 
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"Perceive: my Aunt hath had. her Weakneſs 're- 

- turned upon her; ſuch” is the Conſtitution of 
this chyey Lump : But what a Wonder is ity. that 
zTreaſure of Grace and eternal Life ſhould continue 
tbdwell; through all the Days of our Sin, Trouble, 
and Vanity, in fuch a Tabernacle; and that 'the 
dprit of Chriſt, the Spirit ' of ' Grace, Holineſs, 
and Glory ſhould never ceafe ſtriving, in the Midi 
ff all that coarſe Entertainment of Him 'and"fre- 
Juent/Oppoſition on 6ur Part, and never pive over, 
till our Sins be utterly and for ever extinguilhed, 
ind Mortality feoallowed up of Life: And' fo theſe 
le Bodies and polluted Souls made conformable 
d our Redeemer, and the eternal Companions of 
'Boſom, ' Let us fix our Eye there, and we hall 
& always delighting. or doing ſomething for Him ; 
ad never diſcontented with our Travel, though we 
hut little Ground. Let us prize Him, and love. 
im, and all his Rules and Orders; - Himſelf in 
Ie firſt Place, and: all the' Reſt for his Sake 
bly: And" that will make our Work our De- 
et, act our Toit and Vexation ; for there is no 
| ts ; * Aged 48.. ; 
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Want. of:. Help,. cither,f r, Strength, or, Pardo 
both. He, takes: & then to Hinelf,; 1 that. ET. 
ſpend Intimacy of: Good- Will. upon them; b— 
never : lets, them £9 quite, out. of his ands 211 
| more... Oh, how, little douwe | know Him! Hog 
| little .do we remember. that every Conviction we 
| have had, every Groan,, exery Deſire. of Soul af 
{ ter Him,.. was bora Art in_ his Heart, and given tg 
\ us, 2s, the new Creature” *: Food, to. ripen it for 
\ ory | | We breathe, towards. Him in the Strength 
| of his own Breath. We may be yet much more 
} winnowed, but cannot be loſt, nor our Faith quite 
fail; becauſe He: prays for us.as never mere Man 
did. His Prayers cannot but ſpeed ;, for the Will 
of the Father, Son, and Spirit is one Will, for 
they areone Ged; and. that Wyll is, roihing but 
| £ood. Will to. us, who hope in Him,, and take hold 
of his free Covmant-Good- Will to Men. I have 
very lately.had News out of the.Nosth, that my tar 
Brother D. is departed out of: this. World. How 
ſhould theſe Things make us. love. to be trading far 
that Country, where all aur;;beſt F ricnds go, "and 
nat, think,it.much that this, World: yields fo many 
ſorrgwiul Bits+, . becauſe God. ncver appointed. jt 
for our abiding Place ; but enly that v.e may he: 
| his:V oice, and te contracted to Him while we arg 
below, in order to the conſummating the Marriaze 
above. The Lord make 18 ch: arfully ſe ic us in the 
Buſin: fs of our Day, while it laſteth, that we ny 
prepare to launch, forth when- our Lord hal] cal 
BIofled are they who watch, Tc | 
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THAT God. ſpeaks. 30, his. Word we nay 


'Y-. take for our Comfort, to, carry us tliough 
the Mire, till we Jang w{ Si 'N and Pain. The 
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Glr{66i of "Tuch' poor Siiifiers as'you and me” was 
ind is" the” Delight of the ITT COnEh- a bf 
Paher "dit, in his: Grace and Love,'ele&t; the 
$61 deliffhtcd' to come aud 'do the Father's Will int 
Redeeming; the Holy Spirit loves to apply it, and 
thercfore 15 called the Comforter ; The' Angels re- 
nice, that Good-Will from God is come 'to Men, 
i God-fay, you muſt'go to the Top'sf the' Mount, 
td die, fet your Face" towards Him, who has died. 
before ' you, t6 bring*you' through : Ply to the 
mere Grace and Love of the glorious God that 
has deſigned Pardon and Righteoufneſs for poor 
Sinners, for: his own Sake, in the Perſon of his 
own Son. If He fay, you muit launch forth; 
roll upon the Rock of Ages alone. The wearicr 
ou are of 'your Sins, the more welcome to a Sa- 
viour.”* The wearier you are of your Pains and 
Burdens,” the ſweeter will be the Boſom of an in- 
dulpent Father,” when you arrive at your Father's 
Houſe, The' whole Race of the Reſidue of the 
Redeemed are your Fellow- Travellers. The whole 
Trinity is on your Side, the Scriptures on your 

vide, the- eternal Covenant of Grace on your Side 

while you bow your Head; and lean only on your 
beloved Redeemer. Look up to- Him, and fear 
not your Paſlage.. T leave you to the Arms of end- 
fs Care, Counſel, Comfort, 'Strength and Pity, 
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ne: OTST DD. No: a. 
(J® R*'Work'in this World is only to follow af- 
| ter God, under all the Changes and Trials 
that do accompany an earthly Life: And we have 
this Encouragement ; 7 will never leave  yau, nor 
forfake 2u. ' Grace, -and':the Exercile of it talfo, 
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comes from God; None can cleanſe a foul Heat, 
or quicken. a dead one, but He who raifed your and 
my Redeemer from . the dead. And therefore, if 
my Heart be as hard as/a dtone, as foul as a Dung. 
hill, as weak as Water, and as deceitful, treacher, 
ous, and vile as may be; I have no Refuge, but 
to fly to my moſt pure, holy Redeemer, to my un- 
changeable God in Jeſus Chriſt, who is both my 
Judge and Saviour. He hears the inward Panting 
of his own Spirit, when we can ſcarce hear the 
Voice of -our own Prayers, or ſcarce know what 
to make of them. He, who ereates Light out 
of Darkneſs, knows how to work up an Accey- 
tance of: us to Himfelf in Chriſt, when our Per. 
_ 16ns and: dServices, as they come from us, are az 
filthy-Rags in our own Eyes. We never go down 
the Wind, till we fay- in our. Hearts by Unbelief, 
The Covenant cannot ſtand in. Heaven, becauſe] 
have ſinned againſt it on Earth. But what faith 
the Lord, 7 am God, 1 change net, therefore ye Sms 
of Jacob' are not conſumed. ' Þ'ruly Siiter, I find 
very often, I have as much Need of pardonin 
Grace, as ever I had at firſt Converſion: Ant] 
ſcarce know any Thing that ſtates the Difference 
betwixt:me and the vilet of Hypocrites, ' but only 
this; that'God makes my Diſtempers my Burden; 
and,: in the Riches of his Love, inclines my 
Heart to hanker towards Him for Help. And for 
ever bleſſed be his Name, that doth not ſuffer us 
to- die away. utterly. ſrom-his Relief, How great 
is * his Goodneſs! How wealthy and endlels 1s 
that Store of Perfe&tion which is laid up in Chil 
for his ranſormed and new-born Seed | Get Chril 
in your Eye, and That will affect your Heart, Ys 
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FL CHING what you write, That” you 
4 have” an Tntereft-in-the.Mercies I receive, it- 
xcords well with: that Word; 1 Cor.:xits 27. Ye 
are the Body of Chriſt, and Members in parttcular 
tererf, And, what a mutual Intereſt is that ? Firſt. 
Chrilt's, *and-»t1en one another's in Him... : Some: 
thing of this-Afinity. appears in- the Cantentment* 
of that-mitual Society-of ' Chriſtians, but. more in- 
the nutuel Faith-in which they communicate with. 
one another, Rom. i. 12. "The: Streams are ob- 

yious to' our Senſe; but the Streams would dry 

up, if the Fountain did not feed them. The- 
more we put on Jeſus Chriſt, the more doth. the 

Morring-Star' of ' Perfection, in that and-alt other 
Contentment, twinkle upon us. - Still honour God 

Þ as to/lean upors Him, and love Him, and all the' 
Methods He takes. Nothing doth fo much bring 
Difquiet, as Diſappointment ; and nothing doth- 
ſo much bring Diſappointment, as the fixing, one's 
Expectation upon- Uncertainties.. Be ever there- 

lore: trimming up: your Expectations on . T'bingg 
above; where Chriſt is, and abides for ever,, -Diſ- 
vive into his good Will, and He will never diſap= 
point your H5pe,, nor ſuffer you to be at an utter 
Loſs. What think you is the very Meaning of 

[that Place, Hab.. iii. 17, 18. Altheugh the Figs 
tree ſhall not bloſſom, &c. Yet will 1 rejoice 1n the, 
Ld? &c, Doth it nat ſpeak out this? That 
God is the! ſame, his Word the ſame, when, all, 
Things fail beſides, Tf 1 have Diſquict or: Fears, 
lt me enquire what. it 1s that I fear, and on what: 
Ground ;/ whether about my preſent, or future: 
ate of Body or Sou]? And let me not make 
Queſtions nor Anſwers but what Scripture doth. 
"0untenance., I may make Uſe of former E xperi- 


9b 3. ENCES. 
* Aged 48. 


828 _qLETTERS. 


ences, of my own or qthers, ;as.they bear Witnef 
- to Divine, Writ, and; ſo be thankful : But l may 


ry, 


; 
| 
| 


\not make Experiences , of any, Sort my Rule, 
; Guide of my Faith. - My Meaning is; We are 
k apt to oppo e Something or other that we find by 


"Obſervation or Experience, againſt the Word of 
the living God ; or expound the great and faith. 
ful Promiſes by thoſe Experiences or Obſervations, 
"As where it is ſaid, Sin ſhall not have Dominion over 


you. T will ſerd you the Comforter, and He ſhall teach 


you 'all Things. [I will ſatisfy the longing Scul. I will 
give a new Heart. TI will creumaſe your Hearts t1 
love me. The Righteous ſhall not want any good Thing, 
Their Souls ſhall nct be deſolate. No Evil ſyall cone 


near thim. Your Sins, and your Inxquities I will re- 


member "1 more, 'and ſuch like; which abound 
throughout the Scriptures. We are apt to caſt 


' cold Water out of our Experiences and Obſerva- 


'tions upon thoſe Promifes, rather than kindle our 


Faith at them, and ſo live by Faith on them. We 
are apt to ſay, cc Yes; but I do not find it fo: | 


- find Sin' prevails againſt me, my Graces wither, 
'my Conſcience 'cJamours, my Heart is hard ; | 
pray, and have no Anſwer; .my Condition is dil- 
trefied, and I fear it will be worſe: He that faid, 
No Evil hall come near, doth yet ſuffer his People 
fo be greatly diftreſſed ; even ſo far ſometimes as to 
die under it, and therefore it is not directed to me; 


| *or there is hot ſuch a Sovereign Good in it, as the 


Goſpel ſeems to proclaim.” But I would fay 
Solon did,” Ecclef. vii. 10. Conſider wiſely concerte. 
ing this. Tt is impoſſible the Oath and Promie of 
God ſhould fail ; the Miſtake is on our Part, con- 
ſidering nct the Work of the Lord, and the Oper- 
ation' of his Hands. He trieth, rooteth, and teach- 
eth Faith by ways of Oppoſition ; for Chrilt 1s 
atiy4ys Fibouring in this Vineyard: The Father 
6488 Vithert?, and 1 work, ſaich He. he great 
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'-Defign'is'to reveal Himſelf, and baptize his Peo- 
ple into the Spirit of his Death and,ReſurreRtion, 
He flays Sin b ſuffering his People' ſometimes to 
+ be, in a Senſe, flain by it; that they may more 
fully * die from their own Power, into his Life, 
Gal. ii. '19. He brings the Soul to an utter Strait 


to make it Took out, and venture,upon Him ;. as 


the'three Lepers, who, to flee from Famine, ven- 
"tured" to flee to an Enemy's Army., When He 
would bring his People from ſenſible Refuges, and 
from a Man's perfonal Worth,. and inherent 
Strength (which uſually get in like Ruſt upon the 
Soul} He daſheth all That, to teach us, That our 
Life and every Act of it is the mere Operation. of 
his Grace, who lives, moves, and breathes.in his 


e.+* 1 


the Good that is in Chriſt, as being really. mine 
| own; and deriving Good from Him by perpetuat 
Motion. Man's Lit hes not fo much in. his 


Breath, as in his Breathing ; ſo. it is with Spiritual 
Life, which is maintained Y exerciſing freſh and 


freſh! Ads of Recourſe to Jeſus Chyiſt : And, by 
this Means, the" Soul comes .at Length. to be (as 
it were) bathed im the Comfort of his Truth, and 
Love by an operating Faith. Let my Condition, 
be what it will, inwardly or outwardly, I am not 
tobe diſmayed froni running to God, and encou-, 
raging myſelf in Him. But my Work is, to. be 
ſratehin "out what God reproves or teacheth there- 
by; holding this as'an urnmoveable Truth, That 
M2411 7 his 
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Ged b Chriſt, who = that as their Aim. The 
xſtify this plain Difference 
exſons; between thoſe who 


come to the Light, and thoſe who, hate it, -Jobm it 
| Lia 


20, 2.1,. Now » My Work is, never to-let my 
Heart queſtion his Love to me: If He has made me 
to hanker after Him, and if He loves continually, 
then there is continually Room for Acceſs to Him, 
Et is true, that He hath. ſuffered his People ſometimes 
to. fall grievouſly ;. as David and others ; and He hid 
his Face upon it: Bytdid we ever read, that He did 
turn away from the Prayer of the Poor ? and that 
while it is nothing elſe but his own Spirit inter- 
ceding in them, and Chriſt at the ſame Time in- 
terceding for them ? It is not imaginable. Though 
He ſeems not to. anſwer fometimes, yet He loves 
their Voice: continually. Faith, or, an- Atting 
_ out of our own Life, in the Life and Spirit of 

Chriſt, for all Mannerof Good from God by Him, 
is ahd was always a conquering fuceeſsful Gincs! 
In the greateſt Surge. it gives either Contentment, 
or it haſtens the opening of the Door for Deliver- 
ance; and. ufually both. together, one Way or 
other... It is a ſad Thing, that when we ſhould 
be exerciſing Faith. for getting the Good of an. Af- 
fliction, and prying after further Diſcoveries of 
God's Truth, Love and Wiſdom; and enquiring 
what the Voice of our Father is, and what it 
means; I ſay, it is a. fad Thing, that, at that 
Time, we {hquld fpend our Thoughts in an un- 
ſeaſonable Diſtruſt of an Intereſt'in Him. His Rod, 
his Trials walk up and down among his People, to 
ſhew He 1s" "their Father, and his Diſcipline 15 
amongſt his Children, and, yet. we are apt to w_ 


« 


P55 QoS 'Þ WTL'Y 382, 154 bs. Fiec2 ; 
from. his. eople one Moment ; 


Occ: ene our Reconciliation, and make. it 
an Occalion © mak 


but is carnal, ſenſual, and unworthy of them who 


have heard the Word of Faith; and mpre fo of 


them who have accepted it alſo for many Years. It 
is bad tempting Grod, and vexing his Spirit in that 
which provoketh Him moſt. B A 

have not been related to Him hitherto, let me fl 
to Him in Chriſt now, and I ſhall þe bis, though 
[ was not.actually ſo before; for He caſts away no 
ſincere Comer. "But I do ſuppoſe you armed by the 
Lord to.encounter thefe Aſſaults, and am perfuaded 
your Faith will grow by every Trial; yea, when 
itismoſt aſſaulted, you will be made to expe& ſome 


ju to the Lord: Chriſt prays for you, and there- 


ind, Feet to the Lame: He will give Grace 
wu ory: and no good Thing will He with» 
d 7 | fo yon | | | 
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1 3661. * To T, N, No. 56. 
[: Purſuance of my Promiſe, and alſo that the 


theſe Lines. It is one Comfort, that the Lord rules 


tic dupplications,of his People are always acceptable 
8 jeſus Chriſt ; and that nothing can be perfeQl 

8 Miſery. to them who are conſtituted Heirs of Bleſl. 
ng, and paſt 
Lroks of Cri 
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n of our Diſtruſt; that we. are not xelas | 
ted to. Hum "IS 'T bis Wiſdom Comes not from above, - 


ut if I think, 1. 


God, even in the Fires, Dear Siſter, I commend ' 


inf a Faith cannot fail, He wi}l. be Eyes to- 
the | 
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mutual Remembrance of each other . may be 
pt alive, I account myſcif engaged to preſent you 


the World; yea, no other but that God to whom 


away, from the Curſe through the 
. And thoygh the glorious, Arm 
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| g be ovetwhelmol th 


in@ Truths'of Gol ſeern't 
World;* yet when God thalf appear” to vindicate 
N:me, and clotte Himſelf with Jealouſy, whit 
 Obſtrau&ion' ſhall” hinder his* Tourſe, or ſtop his 
Hand?'T'know you: are not only 'firupoling with 
Difficulties without, ' as well as F ar,” but} with 
Enemies within ; -and- hf that*is* my Caſe alfy, 
And' Fknow 'nothing thit keeps” 'me' from bins 
overwhelmed,” but only this, Homne'Blinks of the 
free, eternal, *unchangeabte Bounty of' God, ili 
has, for his own Sake only, pitch'd upon ſuch an 
unworthy Creature, and caufed my Soul to hanker 
after Him. "When I am tired out with my own 
Darknefs, Infirmity, Pollution' and Unbcticf, his 
good Spirit ts leaſe ſometimes to fway my Heart 
to throw myſelf, Body and Soul, 'and all” my Sing 
_ and Cares upon Him through Jefus Chrift ; andfo, 
out of my:own Shame and'Confuſton of Fact, 
there darts in ſometimes a Beam 'bf *Relief from 
Him who \quichneth+ the Dead, and calteth the Thing 
that are not,” as if they were. - Could 'we come off 
' more ſmoothly to own and fix that Hold upon Jelis 

Chriſt which the Word of God's Grace doth inyite 
_ us: to; 'we might launch forth, and venture ſecutely 
in the Ark Jeſus Chriſt, when there is not-a Foot 
of dry Ground here below-to ſtand upon. When 
_ we cannot pray, then to remember Chriſt jnterccde, 


. 


- 
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<=When'we are all'over defited and confufed,” to 
remember the Mediator is clothed with our Nature, 
#nd that, '6niour BehafFf, 'in' perte Purity, andM 
the' ſame Nature which'each of us' doth bear. —Thil 
He did conquer all that which we are | as yet con- 
Aifting with in his Name: That we are eſteem, 
not according to eur preſent Infirmity, but accord: 
ingto'that Perfe&tion to which we are! entitled ft 
Him who is at'God's Right-Hand.—Could web 
moreexerciſed inthis. View and bleſſed|Profpett,® 
_ would make our dry and: dead'Limbs recover oy 
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Llc WE98 W Jacob when; he beard that 
G þ was yet alive... Blezied be God, [Zo/ephy,our 
cother, is yet alive; And. all; Power. is committed 
io his Hands ; He bas tne Keys of Hell 209 Deaths 
ad.is. Himſelf, the Noor , of Lie alſo... , Oh,; how 
aperſuadable. are our Hearts for the, moſt, Part, 
and, loath, tg.credit,, the Word, of . his, Grace, and 
Truth, ſo far,,as.to reſign up ourſelves, our Sins, 
ws Burdens; ;of all Sorts to, the Virtue, and Power 
of. his Aronemens and Sovereignty, who has ended 
dl Differences, and brought in an cyerlaſting Righ- 
tcouſneſs and Good-will, that a righteous God and 
lnful Man, might be reconciled together, in. Him 
who has. ball We the Account exactly z and being. 
gone, has lefk'a Legacy. of Bleſſing and Peace to 
every. Soul that flies to Him. tofced upon Him till. the 
Days. of full Refreſhing appear, and we ſee Him as 
Heis | When I only muſe on my own Weaknels, it 
makes} me more weak; While .I converſe with 
aixious Thoughts, it makes my Heart dark, four 
and feeble ; , but Millions of Sins, Cares, Fears, 
and Diſquiets. fly before one hearty Cloſure with 
Chrift,: his Power and Grace by Faith, If Chriſt, 
n:he $oul,, faith, - 1 AM HE, whole Troops. 6f 
Adverſacies - fall backwards; Difficulties vaniſh, 
and deſponding, fleſkls Confultations of Unbeliet 
fly.as Duſt before the Wind ; and that becauſe our 
kedzemer is. ſtrong, - though we are weak, | I am 
rady-to think ſometimes, it is a Pity that we ſhould 
edinarily.(as we do) hear ſo much, .read ſo much 
ſpoken or, written to each other of this certain: real 
Refuge, and yet account it hot more. real. What: 
Ching is this,.that Chriſt hath engaged, That not 
ohe of his ſhall -be capable of loſing what He-pur- ' 
chaſed and bequeathed for them! Such a Good-will, 
and free Grace, as our 9ins. ſhall never be-able_ to 
in away,- any; more;than; they. can te-able, to fint 
way Chriſt: from the-Right-nand , of his F «thers 
FLY : : Eg or 


— Him; thatenables poor Duſt and Aſhes to condic 
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for were it otherwiſe, we were undone every Ni. 
rent! Who is it that maintains any Thirſt afte) 


ainſt all the Powers of Darknefs ; and of weak 
ometimes to become {trong ? Who'is'it that maine 
tains ary 957 bw againſt the Law of our Fleſh 
that is in our Members, but He who hath overcome 
in his own Perſon, and will ſhortly tread down $1- 
tan under our Feet alfo, and is haſtning the Nay 
when the lait Enemy ſhall be deſtroyed, and eyery 
Sigh and Tear rembved. Let us comfort our Hearts 
in this, and pray for each other, that we may, a 
Ir Soldiers of Jefus Chriſt, fght this good Fightif 

aith, laying hold an eternal Life ; and fo furmount 
the Miſeries of a preſent evil - World, &c, Pray 
preſent my hearty Reſpefts to your Daughter, 
whoſe Soul I know is labouring in this Work, &c, 


EIEID3IOLCLICLON ROB CIOIOIOICLOLOIONN 
---- « 6b. 4 To BD. Mo"'$y. 
T*HE Lord- dire&-our Courſe ; the Waves will 
A allay, the Calm is coming, our Pilot is ſkil- 
* ful, our God unchangeably gracious ; He is inh- 
nitely pure, and wilt never leave til! our Filth be 
done away, that we may be like Hlim, and. bear 
Likeneſs to Him to all Eternity. Plunge through 
as well.-as you can; never ſay, your Hope is loſt, 
and. your, Judgment. is paſſed over by your Gvl, 
Our Bottom is good,. our Redeemer is ſtrong ; and 


. + 


there Þ leave you, &c. - | 
CS OSRUSOSSOD OO: 
Ee © þ - 5b. 4% Re 
THE Lord'is your's if you are willing to be 
I his; an&1 doubt not that is your Delire and. 
*  ® JAyed 48, + Aged 48. An 


m_s » Leaf T5 


mo rn Fs 42 } £5 ho— 


= A © CN tm w = = 


EZ 2- 7 > 


= 


Aki ? Stand -up in the Midſt of al your Dumps 


and; rials; and: venture one” Hallelyjah ro Him that 
rides-upon the 'Heavens for your Help; yea,. in the 
thicket; of your" Doubts about Soul and Body, 
do but caft a wiſhful Eye to Him who hath ſwal- 
lowed ups all Manner of Deaths in Victory, and 
you ſhall overcome, and riſe above the Waves, be- 
cauſe he 1s Tifen.. ..It may be, you little think how 
it.chears the Heart, of Chrilt to fee you fit down and 
ing a P/a/;n'of Praiſe for all his Loving-K indnefſes 
6 the Midſt of Worldly Darkneſs. Meaſure not 
ſpiritual and eternal Things by thoſe that are for a 
Moment, Do not wrong the Wiſdom of God 
your Father, 'by repining againſt the Inſtruments 
ad the Events.of his Providence. Let your De- 
71 be how to fortify- each others Faith and Joy, 
and never./aſk.Countel of .Fleſh*and Blood in the 
Bulinefs. Read over the xlvi. P/alm, and make 
It your's by Meditation and Prayer. - Dear Siſter, 
fare you well in the Lord: Haſten Heaven-wards; 
and count all Things elſe but Trifles, that you 


dlvation ; and whenever any ſinful Diſquicts, þqul 
up in your Heart, carry your Heart and your Diſ- 
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may finiſh -your. Courſe with Joy... Let the far 
Mind be in you as was in Chriſt, who empticd 
Himſelf to.do the Will of his Father, for ſaving . 
luch poor Sinners as you and me; and when-he ' 
might have enjoyed all the Glory of the World, he. 
refuſed it, and wandred up and down. deipiizd of . 
Men. Love the. F oot-ſteps of the Captain: of your . 


>» . 


quiets to the Lord, and beg of Him to. judge them, 


and pive you the new Heart He promiſed in Zze#. | 


XXxV1...26,... The Good-will,; the. Heart-refreſhing : 


Peace, and Comfort of a dear Father, a dear Re- 


iemcet, and .the dear blefl:d Spirit be with you. 


bleſſed he; bleſſed the that overcomes; and biclad . 
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be the Son'of God who ' hath uridertaken; that we 
Thall overcome in his ViEtory,' Once more farews] : 
fear not, only believe. YER FOT 3-90, 


PC SS ISL LDEe 
1661, ® To B.:D; No. 539. 


Perceive your Family is {till viſited. The God 

A of the Spirits of all Fleſh knows what SCOurges 
are moſt ſuitable for them whom he deſigns tor 
Glory, Honour, and Eternal Life; among whem, 
I truit, you and your Yoke-fellow are enrolled, 
'There is Hope that Good lies in the Bottom, when 
tne Heart 1s drawn the wore to ſeek, refign vp to, 
and wait patiently for, the Salvation of God, toa 
delightful Thought of the Appearince of Chnſt, 
and of your gathering to hun ; the whole World 1s not 
a purchaſe for one Quarter of an Hour's free Accel 
to Gad, If He draws and drives the Heart to Him- 
felf, let us bleſs ard love Him, whatever Means 
He uſeth to bring it about, I dekire to blels the 
" Lord, that you are- firiving to trace the Steps of 
| that Faith, that believed in Hope againſt Hype : ouch 
Faith, ſuch Hope will never return athamed, | 
am ſtruggling with the ſame Difcultics, and none 
' can help me but the faithful Promiſer; who | 
able to quicken his Word to me, and ſoften my 
Heart to mix it with Faith, As you write, that 
He has not been a barren Wilderneſs to you (whicl 
is unſpeakable Grace) fo I have often found; ail 
therefore 1 have Hope, that, at length, He wil 
perfe&t the Deſign of Favour and Pity upon ſud 
a poor Worm. The Lord help you and met 
find Fountains in the Valley of Paca, till -; 
laft Surge be over, and every Tear removed, V 
have no other Way now to communicate w 


he Aged 48, 


Letters, Letters . indeed my miſcarry, but no 

earthly ObitruEtions can hinder the three former ; 

Faith and Prayers fly invitibly, and Chriſtian Af- 
O 


fetions. alſo; As-for myſelf, the Lord is: every | 


Dzy forcing my Soul to look out more after the 
myſterious Privilece of his moſt abſolute free Grace 
in Chriſt, There the wearied find Reſt, the pol- 
lute find Purity, and the .dejected find there an 


Anchor of : Hope,” : Sometimes I am confounded in 


nine-own' Thoughts, and my Prayers rather ſhame 


than comfort me; then I ſtand {till, and look for 


the Salvation of God only : He ſends his naked 
Arm out of the thick Cloud, and creates ſome 
Beam of Light and Refuge, which makes a Pil- 


cone ſometimes, but returns again : He withdraws, 
but never bids farewell utterly. He ſuffers me 


meto the Laver again ; to the Fountain opened to the 
Houſe of David, for Sin and Uncleanneſs. His un« 
changeable Purpoſe and Grace holds it's Courſe 
3 the dun; and therefore poor Worms are never 
indone, though ever. ſo low. Could I more actu- 
ly reſign to his , Will, and read that Golden 
Line of Love which runs within every Providence 
7 his, and in every Part of his Diſcipline, and 
Wt my Seal to it, how might I triumph; and ſay, 
V Death, where is thy Sting ?®  O Grave, where tis 
 Viftiry ? He daſheth earthly Comforts, that 
limſe}f wn comfort alone : He ſuffers Corrup- 
on to-fwell and rage, that He may appear to be 
le only mighty Redeemer : He glorities the Ex- 
elency of his Word, by forcing the Soul thither 
Ir Refuge. Brother, let us be flying into this 
Ik; his Word endures to a thouſand Generations, 


leraham, {aac, and 


Facrhb, Moſes, David, and 


A 


C- © ” *Y Paul 


ach.other, /but. in Prayers and. Faith, Afeftions and 


grim. ſing in a Land of Darkneſs. He ſeems to be 


ſometimes to tumble in mine own Filth, but brings 


'e have the-fame (God, and no other than what 
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Paul, had. He never left a poor Supplicant, 16: 
will do it; for the Spirit of Supptication is hj, 
own Breath; and Himſelf deeply concerned in ;j 
the Concernments of his People : "They are hig 
and their Concernments his alſo. Let us muſe 
this Privilege ſeriouſly, and glorify his Good-yil 
by Faith and Thankfulneſs ; and fo rejoice in Be. 
lieving above Hope, The Lord be a hiding Plic 
to you and me; never yield to Jet Him co: But 
let us cling faſt by Faith and Hope, ti}I he - cauſe 
Salvation and Light to ſhine forth out of Obſcwity, 
and comfort all that mourn. Glorify God by Faith, 
Patience and Thankfulneſs; loſe not "That, and 
you will be no loſer : Though the Day be dark 
the Sun is not down, The Times of refreſhing 
will come to us, and we to them; for our Re- 
decmer lives for ever, I leave you to that God, 
and remain, Oc, | 
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HAT is the happieſt Man or Woman in the 

& World, that can truly hear the Voice of Go 
in his Rod. That happy Profit I preſs and lony 
for; and that Happineſs I heartily wiſh to your 
ſelf and my Brother : That as God hath made you 
Partners in AMiction, you may endeavour to tit 
utmoſt to ſupport each other's Faith and holy Ft 
tience in a ormy Day. AMictions, be they whit 
they will, can never make you miſerable, Nothing 
makes the Rod tedious, but unwarrantable Vext 
_ tions of Spirit ; and, in Days of Trouble, tht 
is the uſual Temptation; and there is no ſuch 
Cure as the naked Sight of God's wiſe di{poling 
Hand. If ther» have been any miſgiving Thought 
between you, about future ' Far Adey relating 


* Aged 48. 0 


my Aur cn5 © 


LETLE-ERS. 339 
hopourfelveg ares your Children, (as, under ſuch ke 


Surges, yo X with, our Frailty is very apt utito) 
ſpread that Infirmity before the Lord, who is abun- 
dant in Pardon, Mercy, and Truth; who can 
ſpare the Lives of the Reſt if he pleafe, and will 


not ſuffer the Seed of his Servants to be deſolate. 


All the Scriptures are full of Counſel, and infalli- 
ble Grounds: of Conſolation; yet ſuch is our Car- 
nality, Darknefs and Unbelief, many Times, that 
we think the Rock cannot yield Honey: And fo 
we gage "things by feſhly and worldly Obſerva- 
tion; and are apt ſecretly to condemn the Wiſ- 
dom, Goodneſs and Faithfulneſs of God before 
we are aware; whereas the only Way to find the 
Pearl of real Advantage in the bleflzd Word 1s, to 
zy the 'Heart to the Word by an Exerciſe of Faith; 
and there caſt the Soul with full Reliance upon the 
Lord, though it feems to be never ſo much againit 


that Senſe and Reaſon which Fleſh and Blood is 


always dictating to us, Dear Siſter, I muſt 'con- 


own, which is ever betraying away my Peace, my 
Strength, my Faith, and Hope; and that is my 
daily Burden': But I never come before the Lord 
vith any Openneſs, and unfeigned Reſignation to 
Wim for Pardon and Succour in vain. 1 am ſome- 
what a Partner with you in the Temptations and 
Waves of a preſent World, but cannot call it diſ- 
mal, fo long as God doth in fome Meaſure ſteer 
tiy Courſe” in any Sincerity after Him. Let us 
provoke one another to this, and the Storm will be 
prer; the Day will break, and the darkſome Sha- 


CES 7 5.4. 00 


Ffcls I travel under a treacherous Heart of mine 


wows will fly away ; or we {hall fly through, or fly 
Neyond them ; for faithful is He that hath promiſed. 
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211% 5* 57661, K:Jo:97:D;; No.» Co: 
TT is good* to' mind 'our Intereſt 'in Chriſt {:r;.. 
'L ouſly, wherever we are; that whenever we ſtep 
out cf this World, we may ſtep into a Better; in 
which dwell none but righteous Inhabitants, and 
+ om Things. And were it not fr this 

ope, how miſerable a Life would Chriſtianity - 
be! But one Fore-taſte of Chriſt makes a diſma] 
World pleaſant. That made Par ane Silas ſing in 
their Bonds, and 7ohn to be raviſhed in the Spirit 
in the Iſle of Patmos: And truly, nothing elſe 
can do _ it, It is our Happineſs, that Things 
which are ſeen are only temporal, but Thinvs un- 
feen are eternal. I oft think of the comfortable 
dociety I had once with you; but the Kernel of 
that which made Society then comfortable lies ſtill 
fafe, ſo long as that Promiſe holds; Lo, I am wi 
you always, even to the End of the World. 1 recom- 
mend you into the Hands of that precious Friend, 
and remain, &c. : 


446-06 oth th foto 


- 1661. + To D. S. No. 62. 7 
L« it be your and my Study ſtill to derive 
O 


mortifying Power from the Grace and Crols 

f Him who was dead, and is alive: I mean' the 
L2mb who ſtands before the Throne in the Virtue 
of his own Sacrifice, (Rev. v. 6.) perpetually to 
mtercede for effetuating all the Ends of his Medi- 
ation to them who come to God through Him. 
Our Prayers, winged with Faith in Chriſt, and 
Fellow-feeling one of another's Troubles, may fly 
faſter than Letters can; and there is no Þear hs 
their Miſcarriage, if once placed, by Faith, 1 tie 
Mediitor's Hand. ' The Lord, who dwells 11 Hou- 
{:s not made with Hands, is the Habitation of his 
People. Let 'the Fulpeſs of all Manner of Cot- 
2 * Azeda48. + Aged 48. teatinent 


tentment tbat is on the other. Side Fordarn ſo warm 
our Hope and Faith, . that nothing, on this Side, 
way difcompoſe.us. And Oh that I could dwell 
more-in; the View of Him who is lifted up to. draw 
all Men to Him; that fo theſe earthly Aﬀections 
might'be transformed, and fetch fatiating Delight 
from the Place where Chriſt {xts, who is even now 
our. Life | I-commend you to Him; at his Throne 


et us meet, and be joyful together in the. Author | 


of Conſolation, and our bleſled Hope. I, 
1662, * To D. H. No. 63. 


6} 


T fart: Siſter, T1 do ſometimes wonder at the 


- Sottiſhneſs of my Heart, that can be ſo af- 
ſeted with the Chriſtian, tender Reſpects of a dear 
Friend, and yet have no more Flames of Aﬀection 


to the Fountain of all Love and Lovelineſs. Me- 


thinks nothing makes any Friend truly excellent 
in my Thoughts, . but Grace, and the Inhabitation 
of Chriſt there. And if a Beam of his Grace creates 
a delightful Aſpect wherever it pitches, How ex- 
cellent for Perfeftion is Jeſus Chriſt Himſelf ? 
dometimes our Hearts are apt to fancy Chriſt, as 
if He were humourſome and revengeful, as if He 
would make the worſt of Things, and not the bet- 
ter; Sometimes, as if he had forgctten, were- far 
it, did not hear, were reſerved, exceedingly ready 
to take Exceptions, and ſuch like: Whereas we 
may go'to a poor Lump of Clay, where a Spark 
only of his Nature dwells, and have ſometimes a 
Taſte of that. Aﬀection which is fcarce capable of 
eſeRing back any ſuch Prejudices, or the leaſt 
dhadow of them. And 'the Reaſon is, becauſe 
ldere -is, a. rooted Perſuation of ſome predominant 
rinciple of Chriſtian, Spiritual, and Reciprocal 
Fmt $ Ard 49. _ : Love 
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Love. * © then, how feriouſly. ſhould we pray, 
that\ our Hearts might be directed -ento the Love 'f 
Chrift, and that it may be ſhed abroad tn our Heart, 
A Chriſt who loves once, and ever ; yea, and to 
the Full He loveth :. He loved, and:came; He 1o- 
ved, and died ; He loved, and proclaimed the ever. 
laſting Goſpel; He loves, and pardons ; He loves, 
and heals; He loves, and corre&s ; He loves, and 
teaches; He: loves, and reproves ; He loves, and 
holds faſt for. ever; He loves, and ſaves. When a 
voul is ſunk as deep as Hell in Sin and Filth, in 
Love He redeems that Soul, and is not aſhamed, 
nor thinks it much, to cleanſe it again, becauſe 
Love ccnfitrains Him, All his Ways (not one ex- 
_ E-pted) are Mercy 2nd '[1uth to them that fear 
Him, He has a noble and ſurmounting Love, not 
capable of Melancholy, | Miſconftruction, or Mil- 
take, He knew all the DefeRs of his Spoule befcre 
| he betrathed Himſelf to her in luing Kindneſs, and 
tender Merctes. And he ſo far abhors the Declining 
of his Love, that the very beholding of any Deiect 
there, inflames his H-art to remove it, that ne 
may preſent her to Himſelf without Spot. When 
we'have any Agony againſt our Sins, doth this 
come from the Fleſh? Is it not purely the Lord's 
Arm? What ſhall I ſay? The Lord reveal Him- 
ſelf, that we may purely rejoice in God our Maker; 
and cling upon Hin in the Virtue and Power of his 
own unſearchable and endleſs Grace and Love. | 
long for other Society than I can have here : Few 
Friends here, and little Help; efpecially as to thit 
| Intereſt in which you and I are moſt cancerned : 
But there is a River that never dries up, and . 
Counſellor that never fails. T am yet in Health, 
and, as to outward Freedom, as | was when | 
came hither firſt ; but not without ſome daily Ex- 
erciſes; But my chief Adverſary Jurks m_— 

| Will 
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which God 'will one Day deſtroy, and all Warfare 
will-be over. Let us pray to Him for each other, 


\ - 


for it is not In vain. 
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+2 1662. * To B. D. No. 64. 


» 


' next Life, the Lord help you and me, and 
all his Peopte, fully to commit ourſelves into the 
Hands of Grod, in the Name and Intereft of Chriſt, 
who is Lord of Quick and Dead. He who hath 
faid, In nothing be careful: Caſt your Burden on the 
Lord, and that all Things fhall work together for 
Good to them that. love Him ; and He that hath ſaid, 


will never leave you nor for ſake you; certainly He 
cannot forget his own Word,- Oh that we had 


Faith* to believe it! Let the great Buſineſs of 
Faith be our Work every Day and Night. LI leave 
you to Him who 1s able to teach, help and fave, &c, 


WHORE 


1662. + To T. N. No. 6s. 


EAR Sir, However it goes with you, I truft 
you have:no-Reaſon to count yourſelf alone, 


whilſt fo good a Friend hath faid, I will be with you 


m the Fire, and-in the Water. When weare at any 
Plunge, then is a Timetoexerciſe Scripture- Reafon, 
and not worldly. Reaſon; and draw ſuch. Conclu- 
lions in reference to Soul and Body, as the Wiſdom 
and T'ruth of God do teach. he Lord make his 

urnace to be purifying at this Day. Some in one 


Kind, ſome in another, have their various Trials, | 


but the Father of Mercies doth govern the Matter 
Le | ſo 
® Aged 49. + Aged 49- . 
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A: for all Things that relate to this and the 
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ſo that, at. the.Cloſe, |z ſhall be well, with the Righ. 
zeous..., ct us labourwith Might and Main to keey 
up good Thoughts of God, and the Glory of our 
Intereſt in Him, Though the Heaven and Earth 
do ſhake, the Senſe of his Covenant cannot change 
his Son cannot be dethroned ; nor the Promiſes of 
his Grace and Preſence turn into the Blood of 1 
dead Man. Clouds may darken the Sun as to us, 
but they can never, diminiſh the natural Light of 
the Syn, nor ſtap it's Courſe. "The Sun is as nigh 
' the Earth when Clouds interpoſe, as it was bore; 
and. our dear Lord is now as near his afflicted Ones, 
as when the Branch of earthly Things was ever fo 
green; in; their Hands. Faith, Repentance, Love 
.to. the Lord Jeſus are glorious Ornaments for a 
Pilgrim travelling towards that City that hath 
Foundations. Sir I know not how in Particular it 
fares with you, þut I. doubt not that it goes well: 
Far can any Dealings of an infinitely wiſe God, 
a. faithful and gracious Father, be amiſs ; ſeeing 
He has omiter, and. will not fail. to give, Gra 
and Glory, and will witheld no gaod Thing {on them 
_ that fear Him? Let: us not deny . his [Truth by 
Unbelief, nor his Love by a lowring Deſpondency 
of Heart; however the Waves rife and fwell, He 
is above them; and the great Redemption is nezr. 


DOES CCI@CECC DER PCC CEPCCCOCRTIOOION 
1662. * To B. D. No. 66. 


"OUR Welfare is amongft: the chiefeit of my 

_. Defires in this World; and. if the afflictive. 
Providence of God doth ſtill remain, be not dit- 
mayed ; yea, if. it increaſeth,. let not a deſponding 
Heart put the Lie upon any Promiſe God ; hata 
made; He is not a cruel F ather, bis Bowe!s ai 
o; ; tendcr ; 


* Aged 4g. 


render ; but our miſgiring Hearts are they that are 

int to'pliihpe us: | Had we! more" Dexterity in Be- 
levitig, we might fteer a' com fortable' Courſe, when 
al! Sight of ' dry Land is out of Sight: And ſuch 
1 Faith is God's Gift, who has promiſed us ever 
good Thitig. "Let us both go to the Creator of the 
Ents of the Earth for Faith, and by Faith wait for 
more Faith ; that we may ride out the Storm, and 
not be aſhamed or wearied out under the Crofs, 
How it is with you I know not; but I have much 
Confidence, that you are in as ſafe Hands, and 
in. the Boſom of as tender Love as did ever 
ſhine upon'you in the Days of more earthly Ful- 


neſs: And that the gracious Goodneſs of God and 


his unſearchable Wiſdom have ordered this preſent 


| State of Afﬀairs to excerciſe you withal. One half 


Hour's Time beyond Mortality will make amends 
for all, and we are haftning to it; and I truſt, at 
preſent freely entitled to the unalterable Love of 
God, who will never forſake nor ceaſe to pity and 
ſuccour, the Offspring of his own Grace. If the 
Lord favour me with his Counſel, and give me the 
dhicld of his Preſence, I hall not be at a Loſs. 
| dare not give way to hard T houghts of Him, but 
nather covet after a greater Freedom of Reſignation 
to bis ſweet: Pleaſure. | | | 


1662. ,* To B. D. No. 67. 


Am affected with your Trouble, and yet com- 
forted' in your Faith and Comfort. But He, 


to refreſh the Dry Ground. When we hear the 


there is fome Refreſhment with it, and not a little 


Support the while, But Oh, for ever bleſſed be 


OY that 


LETTERS. 345. 


who makes Rivers run in the Defert, knows how _ 


ews, that our Troubles will one Day expire, 


Oy 
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that Glorious Hope, that not only outward Troy. 
bles, but Sin alſo ſhall be no-more z yea, and that 
. while we are ſtriving and toiling under a Body of 
Sin, we are yet ſtated in the ſecond Adam, brouzht 
over, from a State of Sin, to a preſent State of 
Righteouſneſs, Acceptance and Bleffing, This 
is the Crown and Conqueſt of Faith, Hope and 
Conſolation. AU theſe Things will T give, ſaid the 
Tempter; Yes, but upon what Terms? If 
wit fall down and worjhip me. Ah curſed and ge- 
ceitfu]l Proifer | Let my Portion and yours be found 
fill, and for . ever 1n a crucified, riſen Chriſt, ]f 
He loved us when he waſhed us 1n his Blood, then 
no ſlaying Providences can feparate from the ſame 
Love; 90 that we may, muſing the Matter arjght, 
-fay, * He loved me, when he hurried me hither 
and thither, when he brake my Bones, emptied me 
from Veſſel to Veficl, made me as the Mire of the 
-Street:? Yes, his Blcfling once bequeathed can ne- 
ver . be revoked, nor his Eternal Love change, 
Though his Paths are in the Deep, and his Ways 
and Judgments paſt finding out, while He man- 
tains in our Seuls a Cry after Him (which 1s the 
Voice of his owa'Spirit interceding in us) He hath 
not forgotten 'to be gracious, nor cauſed his Eow- 
els to ceaſe from yearning toward us. vin only 
makes outward Burdens intolerable, Outward 
Troubles declare the Venom of Sin, and tend to 
open the Ear to inftruct us: And fo both of them 
fend the Souls of the Redeemed to the Atonement 
of Chriſt's Blood for Healing, and into his Boom 
for Refuge. Certainly, Brother, his Promites arc 
as good now, as they were before the Storm rok 
upon us; and the Covenant of Grace and Love 
and Good Will ſmiles as much as ever; and when 
the Cloud is blown over and gone, we ſhall fee 1t 
Now to juſtify God's Truth, and ſubmit to his 


wiſe Hand; to maintain good and honourable 
. | 'T hougits 
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Thoughts of Him, and all his Dealings, when fo 
many 'F'hings from without, and alſo from within, 


Flet, and doth, in ſome blefſed Meaſure, betoken 
the Knowledge of what God is in Himſelf, and 
what He is Eternally to us, and that the Seed of 
(od remaineth in us. I leave you in his Hand, 
and to ftrive under your Afﬀairs, as He ſhall give 
you Wiſoom and Strength. Lord, purge and heal 
us; He will do it, and all will be well. Let us 
hold on to- pray for each other, for the Viſion will 
ſprak Ge, Hab. !1, 3, 4. Yours to love and live 
with you in the Lord, &c, 


CO END COTOZOTOLOLOLODS: TO TOES? 
| -1662, * Ts: P. D: No. 68, | 


Have no other Thing to recommend to you but 
(this; that as you have already found this pre- 
ſent World to.be a ſlippery Foundation, ſo beware 
how you lay the whole Streſs of your Expetation 
upon it, or- the Perſons init. A thirſty Man may 
cream that he drinketh; yet when he awakes he 
may faint, The Drink of a Dream gives not 
Nouriſhment : It is only the Water of Life, ifſu- 
nz from the Rock Chriſt, that is ſatisfying and 
lealing ; Ze that drinks of that Water ſhall never 
Prf, Frowns and Favours of Men are ſome of 
the ſtrongeſt Engines the Devil has, to ſhake a 
ul from ſimple and fingle-hearted following of 
tle Lamb: And beſides tnem, the Treachery of 
bur carnal and unbelieving Hearts is ever watching 
to betray our poor Souls into a Diſ-reliſh of the 


binding the Eye from beholding the Excellency 
7 Re D 4d 6 | 
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do war againſt it; this is like the Faith of God's 


pure Paths of Life ; dulling the Edge of Zeal, and : 


..: that 


3b Efttins 


J1{1T.-NY57 


» 
# 6 3. of & > 


39:3 , " ; Tits 3G L Vo Dis 5 M1 #07 4 SgF : 
_ thay lies in the Perſon of Chriſt crucified and rifen, 


rome Soul; and take an ingenuous and ſerious 


or elſe are blighted. No leſs than an Infinity of 
Power is requiſite to ſuch Work; and He only, 
who engageth his Heart to it, lieth under the Pro- 
miſe of the Influences of Heaven, to quicken and 
fatisfy him with good Things full of Marrow, '1 
have no more, but to recommend you to the Lord, 

to keep you from declining in a declining Time; 
and that you may be preſerved from Evil, and your 
AﬀeCtions be where Chriſt is, I remain, &c.., 
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Know you yearn after the ſame Country which | 
A I have forme Hope (through the Riches of that + 
Bounty. that has. appeared from Heaven to Men) G 
to ſee; and when the Groans here below are over, 
to. breathe forth Blefling, Honour, and Praife toc 
Him, who, I truſt, 84 Db) us both, and waſh i 
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hope, the Number ;there will be one the more for 
jour Company. Only 1 ſpend 1 De Love upon Him, 
your Delight in Him, your Deſires after Him and 
every Part of his Will; as well to carry the Croſs, 
35 Wear the Crown; for both are Privileges. When 
your Heart 1 1s oppreſt with Sin or Trouble, then 
think, Ob, how free is he. from Sin, who fits 
Congueror, at the Right Hand of God, as my Ad- 
vocate, Surety, Redeemer ; yea, my Principal Self; 
whoſe I am by his Redemption, more than I am 
wine own | Sins, evil Thoughts, Heart-luſts, Dcſ- 
pondency of Spirit ſhall not always tear and tor- 
nent ; for He has judged them in his Fleſh UPON 
the Tree, and is rin on our Behalf. I could write 
; Volume, had I Words and Time, of the terrible 
faroads which the Enemy, eſpecially my own cor- 
rupt Heart, makes upon me; but I doubt not, 
you know. the ſame Warfare. "What remains, but 
that with "Faith, Hope, and Patience we cry out, 
Hno long, Lord, Hely and true; how long ere the 
Canaanite be expel: d, ut theſe Thorns in our Fiejh 
he conſumed for ever ? Oh, What pure and uninter- 
zpted Communion with Chriſt will that be, 
When-neithzr Sin within, nor Troubles and*Fears 
without ſhall gall any more ; when Melancholy, 
Doubts and Unbelicf, as a black Cloud, ſhall be 
lifpelled, and dried up for ever before the ſparkling 
Face of the $un of Righteouſneſs, ſolemnizing the 
Marriage" of his Spouſe. We have-no Oratory that 
can out-paſs what he has already uttered concerning 
this; and his Words are not vain, though ours 
me many, I'imes too, too Chafty about theſe Things, 
the more is the Pity it ſhonld be ſo; When He 
lys, Stn ſhall not {Fea Dominion over you: 1 will 
Urcumcrſe e your Hearts to love mie + T will redeem Jacob 
out of a, bis - Troubles: 1 will be with You, and deliver 
Ys his Words are all true; but our little xe 
WF ath 3 LY either like a weak handed Grafp 
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leaky. Veſſel ; yet our Faith itfelf is in his Keey. 
Ing, and his Intercethon 1s inceſſant ; and there- 
fore it cannot utterly fail, Dear 'Siffer, wait 6n 
_ Him, pluck up' your Soul to the Buſineſs ; your 
Labour will not be in vain, nor any unfeigned De. 
fire after Him return difappointed and aſhamed, 
Throw Huſband, Child, and Self upon Him, inty 
his Boſom ; and there Jodge tog<ther by Faith, in 
the Joy of the Holy Ghoſt, and fo take your Ref: 
] mean a Jaborious, and yet a ſweet Reſt ; for 1; 
giveth his Beloved Sleep, His own Concernmenty 
_ are mixt in ours; though his own are chief in his 
Eye, yet He can Jook upon them, without over- 
looking” ours; for the Covenant 1s made, and the 
Blocd that concerns it is already ſhed, and fully ac- 
cepted, and the Redemption -compleat; and the 
Lord's Portion and Delight is his Pecple. $0 that 
He, as it were, (If 1 may fay as zt were, in fo trut 
and real a Buſineſs) raiſeth in Himſeif an endleſs 
Delight, by loving his ranſomed Seed, and in 
crefling ther according to his own Heart, and 
thedding out a Meafure of that ]J.ove into their 
Hearts alſo, for carrying on a Sp'rit of Conjual 
Aﬀettion in the Souls of his People towards Hm 
now, till the Shadows fly away, and we come to 
know Him, as we are known of Him; and 6b 
love Him without Interruption, as we are loved of 
Him. The Day is near when a thouſand-fold more 
of this will really appear than Words can utter: 
For who can ſpeak, how much there lies in Gods 
Purpoſe, yea, in his very Heart, to do for them 
for whom He died, bought fo dear, and reſcued 
'with fo high a Hand? Devut. x. 15. How tie 
ſhould we Took out to awaken our Faith, 2nd liſt 
up our Heads, becauſe our Redeemer is alive and 
_ Tifen, 'and our Safety is 'in Him? Oh, that ny 
own Heart and yours were 'more warmed 1n ſych1 
"View! T have no more, but to recommend pe 
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to the Boſom of Him who is the God of all Grace, 
Pity, Power and Confolation. Yours in the Hvpe 
of this ſaving Health and Relief, 1&9, 


” 


LOL OLD LOL OB OLIFILOIOUD LOURO! 
1663. * To E. D. No: 70. | 


T Received your Letter, though not ſo well ſpel- 

led as that I received before; but as bad as it 
was a Father can pick out the Meaning of his Ch:1d; 
for Love is. quick-t1zhted; and th2 beft Interpreter 
of Words in the World, God is ſo to me, and 
teacheth me the ſame to you. You wrote, you 
would fain have a tender Heart, ſuch as the Prophet 
calls a Heart' of Fleſh, but not a fleſhly, carnal 


Heart. What then mu{t become of the hard Heart? 


Your earthly Father cannot take that away, nor: 
h you the other ; but beg of Him who made the- 
'romiſe, and He can and will both give you the 


one, and remove the other alſo. Be not a Stranzer 


j 


toHim; I would part with ſome of your AﬀeCtion- 


towards me, as far as He allows me that you might 
(p?nd it on Him. You cannot ſpeak to me at this. 
Diſtance, but by a Letter, but you may to God 
at all Hours of the Day and Night. Read the 


dcriptures as the Word of Him who deſerves all 
your Love and Defire; I am contented to 'have it 
only. at the- ſecond Hand. Muſe over as oft as you - 
can, by what you read and hear, how ſinful your 


Nature is, and loathſome in God'sEye; and how 
wondrous his Goodneſs is to tell you, -He lays that 


| Loathſomneſs of yours on Chriſt; and He has, by * 


bis Death, brought in eternal Redemption for you, 
Conſider his exceeding Love, and the great Tra- 
el, of his Soul, and bitter Agony; _that you, 'in 
Prizinz and flying to Him, may be freed from the 
freadtul State of a hard and polluted Heart: You 

D:+&:3- cannot 


62  ..,METTHRRS. 
eannot aſk any, Thing of Him to. this End {only do 
it. reverently, -and with ;Reliance: on Him) but He 
4s as willing to. give it.; You, may open all your 
Heart to Him; Yea, you muſt do it; for He loves 
_ to have gou.00; ity; that fo your whole. Heart - may 
be cured, and my Child:be 206} at laſt among the 
N umber. of them .who.ling : for eyer, Bleſſing and 
Honour, Glory and Thanks to Him who loved us, aid 
waſhed' us from: out. Sins yn + his | awn Bload. I leave 


he Re Ae Re RF RY ae Ae RE Ae 1p 
G2; 2603... To D. Ho No. 7I. & 
; Have not. yet found out a Way of Employment; 
but am looking out, and do deſire to be look- 
wg up; for my Advice and Help cometh from the 
' Hills, as Dawid ſpeaks, Diſappointments (as a 
wite and faithful God orders them) are as uſeful 
many Times as Succeſs, God. has not caſt me out 
of his gracious Covenant, nor my Soul into mur- 
muring. Diſcouragement; but: tells me, the Trial 
of my;Faith is: better, much better than Gold, 
However it is with my outward Man, yet my chicfeft 
Want as not there ;: and although my ſinful and 
corrupt Heart wars ftrongly againſt the Spirit and 
the New' Creature, yet..I believe the Spirit, in the. 
Operations of. his Grace in the new Creature, will 
carry the Day, when alt is done; for our Redeemer | 
is-ſtzong.:;,,1 am; laden with Darkneſs, Weaknels, - 
corrupt:Lufts, Vanity, Diſtruſt, unſteady and un- 
even Walking, Deadnzfs, and Hardneſs of Heart; 
but, .L find, ho Fountain of Mercy for Cleanſing 
ſill - open,..4nd..the Grace, Mercy, and Truth of | 
God .in;#hg, Covenant unchangeable:. And in this 
Nands; all, my valvatien, aud:iall my: Defire, 2. Sant. 3 
XX, 5. |; wank} nothing. but more» Faith, more - 
15260115 3138 * Aped 45s. * ſpiritual 
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iritoa} Light! and 'Futniture,) mote of "Chit 
Fr rpa0n more Renewing in the-Spirit of' my Min, 
to have Jeſs carnal” Carefulneſs,” Zute xii.' 22, and 
more of the-juſt Man's' Life; Habbak.' ii. 4. Sn 
makes a Man poor, weak and fearful; the Grace 


of God, which- brings Salvation, makes a Soul 


rich, ſtrong and- confident; 'for the Covenant of 
Grace-.and | the Promiſes are more: than Words, 
The Treaſure is full; and if-I could bring m 

empty Sack in earneſt, it would be- filled in earneſt. 
[ give you a ſhort hint of my Convittion, my Con- 
ditions,, T raveis, and Defires; that,:.in the like, 
you may ſee you are not alone, and that we may 
ſtrive in Spirit together towards the glorious Prize 
of our high Calling. I commend you to your and 


my ftrong Rock, the bleſſed and ever-living God, 


Co - 
GXPAIAIDCARNAPARERE: 


+: 2663-1 * To D. H. No. 72. 


. Am attending what the Providence of God wilt" 

... direct further to. . Now and' then ſome Doors / 
Providence ſeem to open themſelves a little, but 
as yet nothing  effectually ; but the- God of Pro-, 
vidence, who is'the God of -all Grace alſo, rules- 
them, .and every Thing ' is-and will be'moſt 'beau- 
tiful in it's : Seaſon; - | 
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teauſneſs,: died; paid our Debts, remoycd away the 
Curſe, and overcame in. our Nature for »s, as our 
Mediator; for us only, not for Himſelf ; he needed 
1t'not Himſelf. Your. Nature and mine is as rea]! 
in Heaven as-our Perſons are on Earth : And thy 
Magazine is open to every defiting 2nd fincerely 
hankering Soul, Our Redeeinch 1s ftiong, his 
Heart tender, ' his Words true, 'his Grace free, znd 
his Love as ſtrong as Death ; his Compaſſicns never 
fail. Oh let us love, fear, adore, and believe Him; 
and 1n Him alone lift wp' 6ur Heads. To Him | 
commend you, &c.' - WES pt | 


OOO ROOD OrO< 
+ 1663. *7o B. D. No- 74. 


. further Hope about that troubleſome Buſineſs, 
and that you did conceive you ſhould be at Linden 
ſometime 4h "this Month. -'1 think'there 4s nothing, 
at this Day, more remarkably experienced by the 

| People of God," than Difappvintinents in the Mat- 
t-rs of this preſent Life; but- certainly it 1s not 
their Doom, but their: Phyſick :' Neither is the Diſ- 
 penſation Wrath, but Fatherly Wiſdom, and rich 
: Bounty 'to all the adopted Seed. Fe gives his Clu]- 
1 dren" bitter Cups, but yet healthful; atleaſt, the 
ue Hr proVe tilt fs” 


/ FPerceive God has firuck you off at laſt from any 
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FNLOVDS and ' Darkneſs grow thicker and 
ut thicker; but yet there is fome Light in 'the 
Lort, in the Midft of ouWFard Darkneſs. Light 


” ances as >. — ws - Ax =. 
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3 fon, and the Harveſt will come. Our God is. 
werlaſting, and the Covenant of his Love and Truth 


ſure; He is ftill unchingeably "the! ſame in his. 
| Grace, whatever Changes He" orders 'us to! paſs 


through: In every ' Condition, that Promiſe is the 


ſime, You fhail not be tempted above what you" are able. 


What . God' fpake” to Facoh, Geti, xxviii. 15. is 
every. Word of it true, 'for our Faith and Learn- 
ing, [ am with thee, and will keep thee in all Places, 


&, Make'as much Room as you can for your 


Underſtanding 'and Aﬀections to feed on Chriſt, 
our daily Bread, for Pardon, ProteCtion, Direction, 
Purginz, Bleſſing and Comfort. There I leave 
you, bleſſing God with you, and for you, that He 
doth make you cling upon Him, and to roll your 
Eye beyond theſe uncertain momentary 'Things.- 
Ply that Aim and that Work itil] ; for: the Good- 
will of Him that dwelt and dwells in the burning 
Buſh doth not change: In the Fire'and in the Wa- 
ter He will be with us, &c. | 


* 


pA green RENEE 
2 7 ae. *' Te W.D. Mo. 78.5 

\HAT you are walking Heavenward is the 
'L beſt News one Chriſtian Friend can hear of 
another; I doubt: not but you make 'That- your 
{oumey: You, as well as others, have had that 

ord of Chriſt fulfilled, [n the I/orld you ſhall hav? 
Trouble; and I hope, you have found it as true, 
In me you ſhall have Peace, Certainly inward Peace 


car} be had no where elſe; in Him alone that Jewel | 


Is to be enjoyed. It is good that Things below 
do frown, when they force a Child of God to re- 
treat, and ſhelter himſelf in the Boſom of Him 
Whoſe Love and Good-will are everlaſting. We 
8 ave but one great Pe to ſpend our Thoughts-moſt 


| about, 
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about, and thats to ;reft with Joy in the Will of 
God; ſeeking his Glory, endeavouring after more 
of- Chrilt's. Image to. be, renewed -in us ; and-fo 
with Faith and Patience to. breatheafter that Delive- 


rance that, will put, an End to Sin and Trouble, 


Afictions.are:then, proſperous, when. they are þleft 
with-a right inſtructing and weaning, Efficacy ; and 
are uſeful to render the Excellency of Things not 


ſeen more 'precious .and - defirable. _ When they 


make a Soul to ſearch and pray, much, : and ſo wind 
it ſelf out of the; World, then they - are profitable 
Phyſick.- This is that Frame I would be in, and 
who can help. us m this great Work, but He that 


has promiſed that He will ne” er quench the ſmaaking 


Flax, till He hath brought forth Judgement and Righte-. 


euſneſs to Vittory? &C, » | 
rotfae Foe Face oncFomFond Fo nth 


1664. * T9 D. H, No. 16. | 


F HE Lord Himſelf be with you as a\Guide, 


.y Sometime fair Weather, and fomctime foul; 


- we muſt expect no other a while * At the Evening 
_ it will be Light, yea, conſtant, | clear Light and 


Peace, when all theſe lower Shadows and Clouds 
are blown over, and gone, In the mean Time we 
are fure to have Pardon, Favour, Life, and the 
blefſed Spirit of Life for our Relief. Our Prayers 


herein will be granted, becauſe we have a bountiful 


and fajthfiil'Prothiſe for it; ahd our Surety ready 


to make it good. Here we are Soldiers, but ſhall 


_ overcome through the victorious Blood of the Lamb, 


and, his Preſence with us through Darkneſs and 
Light, through Life and Death : The Iflue wil 


be Viftory, through Him who hath loved us. Oh! 
Het the Children of Zion rejoice in their King, 


a 
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FNUR Relation ts each other requires not only 
P mutual Remembrance, but now and then a 
Line” or two to ſignify the ſame. As for News, 
whatever I ſee or hear, I write but little 5 but would 
employ my Thoughts and Time in the beſt Way 
of Improvement that I can. "Time runs out apace 
with both of us; the Redemption of it, in order to 
Eternity, wilt be found the beſt Wiſdom. What 
perilous Times the laſt Days will bring forth has 
been told us already, 2 Tim. wi. 1, 5. Amongft 
which a dry heartlefs Form of Godlineſs, inftead 
of ſincere Power, is marked as the Character of the 
aft Times. Happy is that Soul that ſhall be en- 
abled to eſcape thoſe Rocks and Sands, where many 
xe like to ſplit or run a-Grround, If Cod be plea- 
{ed 'to Conquer our Hearts into an ingenuous Reſigs 
nation to his gracious Will and wife Providence, 
and make Room enough for his Authority to reign 
there, we ſhall be more than Conquerors as to 
other : Difficulties. The Truths we have heard 
concerning Chriſt, and the Way of Life by Him, 
being truly realized, and become in good Earneſt, 
o a transforming Power unto our Souls, That, 
and that only will, at Length, land us ona ſafe Shore. 
Let us. fearch, much, pray, and give ſerious Wel- 
come to the Spirit of Chriſt our Head; and the- 
End of 'tour Work will be Peace. 
ES dS A BF 


MID ISVEISVSY:: 
+ 1 1664. * ToB. D. No. 7B. 


nu always cleave unto our ſtrong Re? 


Fa 


VY fuge, our Life, our Peace: Preſent and 
ternal Bleſledneſs lie in his Hand, and under his 


Covenant” and Seal to give forth, You are mich 
> #* Aged 51, + Aged 51, upon 
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thoſe outward Things for Good well enough, 


' who come to God through Him? What thouz! 
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upon my, Thoughts, that you mity be kept ſincere 
and hold the Things you have heard and received, 
Let nothing diſmay you: Preſerye your Intercoul 
with Jeſus Chriſt with all Watchfulneſs; He will 
provide Things needful in their beſt Seaſon. Wait 
on God, creep to Heaven, and God will order 


Pray much, as I believe you do; He will be your 
Sanctuary in a ſtrange Land, I muit take ny 
Leave, and do leave you to our good God, who 
has been the God of our Parents, and has had 
wondrous Love to their Seed, bleſſed be his Name: 
He is or God, and will be our Guide to the Death, and 
after that allo; HALLELUJAH. The Wax 
ripens apace, as it is feared; but, through fair 
Weather or foul, our Pilot has engaged we ſhall 
have good Landing at laſt, Our Redeemer is mo! 
wiſe and ſtrong, and therefore we may {ti]] lift uy 
our Heads in Faith, Hape and Comfort. I re- 
commend you to the Lord, whole 1 am: perſuaded 
you are, whom you ſerve, and who will never 
eave you. 


I NE ET CES FO ES EE Io ES So TAEr 
1664. * To B, D. No. 79. | 


T. Do not doubt but the fame God, who has made 

Communion with Himſelf, ſweet to you, will 
gather you under his Wings, and perfect in you 
the good Pleaſure of his "Will. What a Majcics 
Privilege is this, 'T hat the Omnipotent God thould 
voluntarily be in” the neareft Coyenant with a poor 
Sinner? "That Chriſt, God-man, ſhould be our 
Prieſt, our Advocate, and every Hour of the Da 
and Night alive to make Intercefſion for all tho! 
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great and new Temptations come, \and fore Ten 
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pelts ariſe, . He did, doth, and can, ſtiil ſay to the 
Storms, Be. ye allayed, and they muſt all obey Him, 
Strong is our, Redeemer, and therefore the Floods 
cannot drown, a Weather-beaten Vefle]; Ve, Rs 

is both Ship and Pilot, and therefore. the Venture 
cannot miſcarry. Who is it that keeps the ſmall 
Grain, the lire Spark of Faith alive, but He who 
made . Jonah, in the Deep, to ſay, Yet I will look 
azain txqwards, thy holy Temple? Our whole Care and 
Burden lie upon his Hands, 7s bears up the Pillars 
i the Earth, He lives to give and nouriſh Faith, and 
n Believing to give Peace : Therefore Sin ſhall nat 
have utter Dominion, nor Condemnation find 
Room to enter, He 1s bringing us through many 
Waters to. a fafe Shore. 'The Victory determined. 
ind promiſed will break forth, becauſe our Head 
js.exalted, above all : Authority and Power, We 
may look all Manner of Deaths and Diſcourage- 
ments,' all Manner of Diſappointments, and Dif- 
lficulties here below in the Face, without an ap- 
palled Heart, and amazing Terror; becauſe the 
Prince of Life and Deliverance has engaped his 
Life, his Crown and Dignity to be the 5 et and 
dtrength of his poor Servants. Happy is that Soul 
that makes Him his only and continual Refuge, as 
| perceive you do; and blefid be his Name for it. 
Mr, Th. Tr, isdead; and thus rolls away the World, 
and the Things and Luſts thereof, "The Days of 
al anxious Pilgrimage are running out. 'The Log 
lirect our Eyes to that ſerene and unchangeablt 
tate, where Sins, Fears and Temptations, Tur- 
oilsand Difficulties will ceaſe for ever: To the 
-onfort. and Communion of whole gracious Spi- 
it] commend you, | ; 
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'S for your'Complaints, turn them into Prayer; 
FN. and make the fame Moan to Chriſt as you 
to me: He has not only Fellow-fceling, but can 
ſuccour alſo. All other Friends can but adminif.- 
ter Words; but He is not' only willing, © but able 
alſo to fuccour them that come to Him. All that 
we can do is but tohand'over'his Relicf to one ang- 
ther; therefore tell Him all your Mind, When 
you are weary, fit down at the Fountain and drink: 
Never expect Medicine elſewhere. The more you 
expect from Him, the more you get: The more 
ou talk with Him, the © better you will be ac- 
quainted; and He loves ſuch Society, He is not 
Harſh and ſtrange ; but, as'a' prudent Father and 
Huſband. full of Bowels; and takes nothing © il} 
as your {tanding aloof from Him. He loves Holi- 
nels” 4nd a compoſed Walk with Him ; but in order 
to teach a Soul how to come by it, He leaves that 
Soul fometimes to Darkneſs, Diſcompoſetneſs, and 

Jeadneſs, that it might be forced to know Him, 
arid to be exerciſed in going to Himſelf, as "all the 
Store-houſe:.we--have; and to believe our Accept- 
znce, our Growth and Fruitfulneſs to be only in 
Union"and Communion with Him by his Spirit, 
But theſe Things He can teach you beſt, &c. 
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Health, which is welcome News to me. Al- 
though the Years of my Life have not reached the 
amber that your's arenow at - yet, methinks, tht 
02d hath given me a fair Reſpree to ſeek that Pearl 
which doth ſurmount the Vaſue of the whole Worll 
* Ared 52, + Aged 52. aud 


I by” one or other, fometimes hear of you! 
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and the Luſts thereof, (which paſs away : But the 
NDeceit, Pollution, and Negligence of my own 
Heart 'are ſuchy/ and, . ſo. unſuitable has been my 
[mprovement.6of Time in a Day of Grace, under 
the Means thereof, that I may cry out, ere 
have.::$. been ?.. W hat bave I done all-this while ? 
How little have/I anfwered the Goſpel-Call!? How 
little have 1 pryed applyingly into the Myftery of 
Chriſt?. And what is Eee" Returns have I made 
to all” the :bouriteous Offers of 'the Goſpel that I 
have read, and heard ? | But yet the Lord hath, in 
ſome Meaſure, hinted to my Soul, that He has 
made with me m Chriſt an everlaſting Covenant, 
There I defire humbly to cling, and there to place 
ally Expectation, my Hope of Acceptance and 
dalvation,” and all my Defire. And You that have 
fen more Days than I have done, TI intreat You 
alfo to give them a feriaus Review, Let neither of 
us leave our choiceſt Concernments at Uncertain- 
ties, Ob, for a rouſing Viſit from the God of all 
Grace upon each of our Hearts, that may alarm us 
out of ourſelves mto the City of Refuge before we 
we benighted'! . Let each of us be as much afraid 
to have any wholfome Conviion die-upon.us now, 
% we would be afraid hereafter to be found without 
our Wedding-Garment, I have little News, but 
that the Plague is greatly. increaſed, and feems to 
import that Wrath 1s gone forth. The Lord help 
us to put our Houſe, {our Hearts) in Order, with 
tie utmoſt Zeal and Diligence. The Alarm from 
Heaven ſounds louder and louder, and feems to give 
more than an uncertain Sound, It ſpeaks out Di. 
vine Wrath moſt diſtinctly : Happy would this 
City and Land be, if they heard and ſubmitted to 
tlie Voice of the Rod. Let us look out, and be 
litted to. meet our Lord, It is pity to let aneternal 
date-be-at Uncertainties with us, when a temporal 
£22 
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Life is thus tottering. Such a Flying to Chriit x 
is accompanied with a clear Relignation of on 
Wills wholly to his Will is the beſt Preparative fo 
our Change. | 3 
_ ER re A Re Re Re Re IG IL 
5 $0060 * Tp BJ Dc; Noo. 825 5. 
HOUGH there is not often Iritercourſe he. 
RB. twixt us by Letters, ak, can truly ſay, you 
are many Times upon my Heart. The Aﬀeairs of 
your. precious and never-dying Soul are the princi. 
by Theme of my anxious and affeftionate Remen- 
brance cf you. I have you in my Eye when I do 
not bodily fee'you, and in my Prayers to Him who 
quickeneth all Things) wi: op Life and Growth 
to whoſoever He will. Your Convictions, your 
'Temptatians inward and outward, the Wiles and 
Power of ;the Prince of Darkneſs 'which Rands 
azainit you in Battle Array, pour Infirmity, the 
Deceitfulneſs of Sin, (that will turn and wind and 
ſhift from one Corner of the Soul to the other to 
5 ab itſelf from og diſlodged) the lulling 
Baits, the -powerful Swalives, the Threats, Ext- 
 gencies and Influences of a preſent Evil World, 
the Difficulty, and yet the Neceſlity of that fpiri- 
tual Warfare to which you are called, and unto 
which the Promiſe of Victory is made; Thele 
Things, I ſay, are in my Eye. And then I think, 
here is Matter enough for one Brother'to remember 
another, and to cry out; * O Lord, who fhull 
Taife my. Brother into the. vigorous Exerciſe of 
Faith with Power, into inward and exemplary Ho- 
lineſs? Who ſhall bring him into the Rivers d 
effcctua] Contrition, and Jand him on the right 
Shore; for he is feeble, unable, and ready to halt 
'in the Way? ' Who ſhall bring him into: the ſtrong 
"City, the Walls 'whereof are Salvation, and the 
Rita * Aved 52, Hab:tation 
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Pabitation: thereof ; Purity, Serenity: and; Peace ? 
Wilt not Thou, O God, who alone, cant lay. the 
croaked Serpent, and: fay to.:, Obſtacles, what- 
ſoever Give Tay; Let the ranſomed of the Lord nes 
tun: Let the Seed of my Servants, to whom my Pro- 
miſe is made, come and enter into the flrong Hold; for 
I have found a "Ranſom ?* - Dear Brother, | how and 
in what Frame of Heart my Letter, will find , you, 
| know not ; but God has guided my Pen to let you 
know a little waat Kind of Muſings I have in my 
Je:louſy and tender Aﬀection towards, you, If you 
are buſted .1n theſe Things . already, theſe Lines 
may be Spur and Encouragement : If otherwile, 
God can make them a fucceſsful . Alarm ; though 
a mine, they are weak, ſhort, and, impotent. .. 
| live here among the Graves, and. do_ not know 
but that my Deceafe may, be at Hand, though at 
preſent in good Health ; and therefore I think meet 
t) let my Arrow fly, asnear as ] can, to the White 
of the Vark ; for there is no Work nor Invention 
in the Grave; no Return from thence, nor fur- 
ther Opportunity to ſet the Houſe (the Heart) In 
Order. Though my Bow may be drawn at Ran- 
dom, God can direct the Arrow. witain the Joynts 
of the Armour : To Him I commend it and you. 
I have ſent you a Bill of Mortality, The Voice 
of God crieth to the City, to the Country, to you, 
and to me : The Man of Wiſdom, - and none elfe, 
thall fee, and fear his Name, | 
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1665, * To E. D. Noe. 83. 

| HR greateſt Thing I defire 1s, that the. Pre- 

4 ſence and Bleffing of the Lord may! be, mine. 

ud. your Portion ;. and - That is the/beit Portion 


L602 + _ which, 
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_ whieWis' obtained:from Him by Prayer and Reſign. 
me, God has ordered the Things of this World ty 
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IE hath pleaſed God to exerciſe our Family with 


Mt Thwigs ſpall work" together for Good, to. them that 
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ment to! hig-pure Will How, in Reference to 


come and' go, you have'in ſome Meaſure ſeen, that 
you with me ſhould lay: hold upon'the moſt durable 
Subſtance; that-fo we may become Heirs of that 
Peace' and that-Treaſure which the World is nei- 
ther: able to ''give nor ' take” away. Upon ſuch a 
Bottom as | Fhat, and no other, there is ate 
Swimming by Faith through all Changes and Dit- 
hculties, unto a Condition of Reſt, Purity, Peace, 
and Satisfaction that will never change. I hope 
Chriſt has numbred you amongit. his Lambs; and 
if God Himſelf -be to-you and me a Shepherd, we 
inay, in' the Words of his own Spirit, ſay, //z 
/elt want no good Thing. ' herefore call much up- 
on 'Him'to- reveal -Himſelf in his Son . unto your 
Heart, and that He would carry and mould your 
Concernments and mine in his own Boſom, and 
tike the whole Care and Guidance of us into his 
own Hands, and alſo conform us perfectly to his 
Will; and then we'are beyond Hazard, and may 
be aſſured - to- be ſupplied ſufficiently ; guided by 
his Grace here, and arrive at Glory hereatter, 


| 1666 * TC, M. D. No. 84. 


& ſome conſiderable Trials, but {till that good 
Word of the Lord remains, Light ts ſown fir the 
Rightecus, and Foy for the Upright in Heart, We 
may not therefore faint under his Correction, but 
are rather to attend to' the Voice of his Rod; and, 
itlfyipe' to Chriſt, take up that Word, and fay, 
REST] {pe 
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Ive Him. Let us therefore diligently: pry into the. 
Gofpel, where Chriſt is to be known, and: his Ex-- 
cellency able to attract that holy, reverential. Love, 
which is the Qualification to which | the Promiſe is 
made: Which Qualihcation alfo is. among the 
Blefings of the free Covenant ; / will crcumcife your 
Hearts to love me, faith the Lord, So that all our 
Welfare lies : fully and wholly in the free Promiſe 
ind Covenant of God, which we are invited to par- 
take of by Faith, and That alſo is his free Gift. 
Oh! that He would help us to open our Mouths. 
wide, that our Hearts may be fatished in a Land 
of Drought. I am glad to hear your Heart ſteers 
Heaven-ward, and was therefore the-more willing 
to write to you, Tc. Te : 
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1607. * To D. H. Ns. 85, Es 


Sympathize with your conflicting Soul. I could 
es more ſad Complaints of myſelf than, it | 
wy be, would be for your Profit; but while you. ; 
or] can look up, we may be ſure our dear Lord ' 
looks down. Read the Story of [fraels coming 
out of Egypt, and you will find it like your Caſe 
and mine ; ſometimes they believed, and by and by 
utterly diſtruſted their Deliverance. Oh, the Pa- 
tence of God exerciſed, who. ſtill wrought for his 
own yake ; remembring his Covenant, You may. 

be ſure you are beyond the Notion, ſo long as you _ 
long and pray for the Power of Godlineſs : There-, 
fore let every Fear ſend you to Chriſt afreſh, and. 
then you uf. your Fears as Gzod would have you ;. 
for the Law and Conviction of Guilt are for that. 
t:nd, as you read 1n Gal. I1t, And the Soul that. 
comes He will in no wiſe caſt out, but in due Time. 

| make 

* Aged. 54. 


| there, Your Prayers, though at a Diſtance, can, 


” Clauſe of his Covenant ; for his Mercy endureth fi 
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make y you fo the Nature of free Grace, and what 
the Lil of Faith is. Hope ſtill in Grd; you foal 

yet ſee and praiſe Him, who is (whatever you think) 
the Hal ge Countenante, and your 6Wwn God, 
The Lord be. your and our Phyſician in al} Re. 
ſp=Qs : His Patients | are well attended. You are 
not out of my "Thoughts, whoſe Health and Wel. 

fare my Soul defireth, Let alt Things and Com- 
motions .here. below cauſe us to fix upon That 
which car never! change; to that Rock I commend 
you; God is gracious, our Times are in his Hand, 
and it is ſafe Truſting ourſelves and our Relations 


through Chriſt, adminiſter Help as if you were 
preſent ; ; and therefore be not - troubled that God 
has removed you to a Diſtance at this Time, He 
is moſt wife ; creep into Him as near as you can; 
and be alured, the nearer you creep, the better 
welcome, and the more will your Heart be com- 
poſed. The mes Hand of the Lord be with you, 


&c, 
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1667. ® To B, D. No. 86. 


I Do begin to long after a Line or two more from 
4 you, informing me, how it ſtands as to your 
inward Man ; for that Part is oft on my Heart con- 
cerning you. 'Fhe Lord is favourable to me; 
have both the Viſitation of his favourable Frowns 
and Smiles, and his Frowns are very wholeſome; 
for He never leaves me, nor breaks fo much as one 


ever, 1 and my Family are in Health, I may 


fay,. 4 Lord i is y br, I Jhall Yot want any 
R294 mg. "Ott God* is & {weet P Or _—_ *2nd 
| caven 


Heaven a perfe&t Reſt: Let us ſpring upwards, and 
will be well. - Your Condition is often, -azic 

ſometimes ſolemnly preſented by us before the 
Lord, who is a God hearing Prayer. It is a Com- 
fort to me to think you are in his Hands, and that 
He will affuredly guide you by his Counſel, until 
He has brought you ts Cory, [ eomnichid 566% 
his Care and Kindneſs, &.” © ©' © 
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1667. * To, A. NoB7, | 


| Always. perceive your friendly Refpe&t to me, 
L for which:I return you many Thanks. As for 
the former Part of your Letter, there remaineth no- 
thing on my Thoughts that needeth any Apology 
from. you ; for I never found your Lines any other 
than the mere,Produce of Integrity and entire Af- 
fection towards me, and therefore always very aCc- 
ceptable; and the rather, becauſe they do not only 
leave Conviftion upon me, (being Privy to the 
Burden of -mine,own evil Heart which I groan un- 
der) but are alfo, by Way of Spur, a'good and 
weighty Motive to ftir up my Soul to preſs the 
harder after that Work which I ſhould, and do 
daily long to attain unto, Poor Worms as we are, 
we may hear and behold one another ſometimes 
with ſome moral and affectionate Impreſſions; but 
Oh! what an influential Obje& is Jeſus Chriſt, 
who, when yearningly beheld, transforms the Soul 
into the ſame Likeneſs: And indeed, the Graces 
of his Spirit in his People alſo, (improved through 
the Communication of the Head) have greatForce, 
through that Communication, to quicken one ano- 
ther, All this-tends to exalt that Fountain of Life 
| and Grace in Chriſt, which-feeds all "the Streams 
* Aged 54: 
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with it's own Virtue; And bleſſedbe- for.ever he 


God of all Grace, that has called you and me int» 
that .glorious. Felowſhip; and. Communion. Tg 
Him. we may complain, and he. pitied; in Him we 
may toaſt, and.can never exceed: There Aﬀection 

ay. be inflamed without Danger, for He infinitely 
furmornts all.our Love, and all our Praiſes: Unto 
his gracious Arms, my.dear.Friend, | I commend 
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1668, * 70 B. D. No.88. 
F'E ſee, how uncertain Things, below are, 
VV. but ourIntereſt in the unchangeable Co- 
venant of, (zrace will . never fail, nor:deceive us; {o 
hat ill you may fay, | The Lord :is good; and every 
Thing: will work together for Good, if we let not 

o-our Confidence., The good and gracious God 
pread his Wing over you, and direct - and manage 
_ ybur Concernments.for you. You are much upon 
my Heart; praying that you may have the Preſence 
of God preſerving and ſupporting. your Heart, and 
prdering your Aﬀairs, 1 can commend you to Him 
as ;one whom He is pleaſed, through Chrift, to own 
within the. rich, ſweet, and precious Covenant of 
his Grace ; and whom He will care for, and never 
leave, till you are fully freed from every Heart-op- 
prefling. Care. .. Therefore, in- the Midiſt of all 
cloudy Diſpenſations, .rouſe up Faith, - and fo pals 
through, till you., arrive at the Port  of- truz Rell, 
where the Fore-runner is entred.. for you. - There 
is.a Rock which is not capable of being moved. A 
believing Heart, well digeſting the 46th P/jain, 
may behold Terror without any diſmaying Dread; 
An unchangeable God. is {till the ſame Refuge, in 
the Midi{t of .all other Changes, .: Tothat Reck 
$6mpmaend you... oe oe hel io 11 
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fApetbcna ir a providential” Favour of God ts 
” me, that He gave me an Opportunity of ſeeing 
my dear Couſin, your Huſband, before the Lor: 
fjemoved him hence ; that T might have ſome freſh 
Taſte of the Frame of his Soul, when he ſtood upon 
the Brink -of - Eternity, ready to Taunch forth. I 
know it is an affliting Providence to you, to be 
deprived of the Society of ſo dear a Relation, after 
you had fo long enjoyed the Endearment' of each 
others AﬀeCtions, and had paſſed through many 
lifting Diſpenſatiens together in this Vale of 
Trouble ;- and had alſo, I doubt not, many joint 
Applications to God, praying together, and, ac- 
cording to- the Ability which God cave, endea- 
vouring to promote each others ſpiritualand everla{- 
ting Welfare. But herein there is Matter of Con- 
ſolation, and Thankfulneſs to God; not only that 
fe lent you this choice Comfort through ſo Lay 
Years 'of Pilgrimage, but that He cauſed you to ſee 
his Faithfulneſs and © Goodneſs in carrying this 
your dear Huſband through, to the End of his fpi- 
ntual-Warfare;; and that God preſerved him 'from 
ſaining his Profeſſion in' the Eyes of the World, 
and has rendred the Remembrance of Hinmrprecious 
anongſt his People, and fulfilled his Word touch- 
_ ing him, Mark the righteous Man, and. behold the 
right ; &c. And what though he be taken out 
-our Sight for a little Time, there is no Reaſon 
to repine, that "the Lord hath feen it good to take 
him into'the Viſion and perfe&t Fruition of Him- 
{elf among the Bleſſed, (as He hath given us 
Gfound to be fully perſuaded) and has now put 
at End: to his Troubles and Diſquiets, has healed 
his Aches,' cured his Difeaſes, and removed his 
Pains' of: Body ; tranſlating him from this World, 
where He is yet pleaſed to leave you, for a further 
",_k » ARS Exercie 
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Exerciſe of your Faith and Patience. And nou 
what remains, but that you gird up the Loins of your 
Mind, to run the Remainder of your own Race ? 
And while you are here, in Time, breathe after 
the ſame eternal Reſt ; rejoicing amidft all T'rials 
and believing that our Githful avid gracious God, 
who has begun his good Work 1in your Heart, will 
never ceale, til] He hath carried you through, ang 
landed you ſafe, beyond all Temptation, Sin and 
Sorrow. Unto the Hands ef this gracious God [ 
commend you, &c, 


1668, * To M. S. No. go. 


I Am loath to omit the giving you a Line or two 
A by my dear Siſter, who is this Morning turning 
over one Leaf more of her wandring, Pilgrimage. 
God is pleaſed fo to order it, . that (methinks) ] 
can hear little from any of my dear Friends, but 
Stories of worldly Perplexity ; and who are- they, 
that are, in one Way or other, with out their Share 
therein? 'T his Life. is like a troubleſome Dream; 
but bleſſed are-thty who, when once. the Dream is 
out, and when once they come to awake, ſhail be 
ſatisfied with Realities of true Peace and Comfort, 
in the Fountain of Freedom and Goodneſs. We 
find our Comforts, and Expectations here little bet- 
ter than a Bed of. Thorns, . becauſe this is not the 
Reft that is deſigned for the People of God: And 
it will be 'fome Help to us, under this diſquieting 
Exerciſe and Condition, to remember, that while 
we are paſſing through, we are held in the Hand 
of Him who has a Fellow-feeling of our Ceſc; 
| who did once pafs through the ſame Difficulties, 
and drank of the Brook in the Jay, but-now ift 
nþ his Head, and ſo is become the Foundation 
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our Hope, that. ſuch poor Wretches as we are 
ſhall one Day, through Faith and Patience, arrive 
where our. Fore-runner ts entred, Only let us now 
cleave unto Him, till we become transformed into 
his Likeneſs, and are compleatly dreited vith the 
white Robe. of his Righteouſneſs; that in Him, and 
only in Him, we may be tound without Spot. In 
the mean-"T'ime, let us pray (and abound therein) 
for ourielves and on2 another, to our gracious God, 
who will, at length, perfe& that which concern- 
eth us. To Him I commend you, &c. 
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1668.  * To T, M. P. No. gr. 
TPut you Both together in my Letter, becauſe 1 
have underſtood, that you are now no longer 
two, but one. I was very glad to hear that all 
your prudential Demurs had at laſt reſolved them- 
elves into a- Conſummation of this long intended 
Union, My hearty Deſire for you both is, "That 
the Bleſſing and Gruidance of the- Lord may render 
your mutual Society a real and conſtant Comfort 
to cach other, and a mutual. Advantage in Refe- 
rence to all Soul-Concernments. There .is ns 
Condition in this World however. deſirable, but is 
attended with I emptations and Trials : And there- 
fore it is needful, as you have given yourſelves to 
each other, that you alſo give up yourſelves parti- 
cularly 'and jointly, as Y oke-fellows together, 
unto the ſweet Yoke and blefled Will of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, One of the greateſt Reſemblances 
that we find in Scripture, whereby the Love of 
Chriſt is ſet forth to Believers, is this State of 
Marriage : And  waatever Content therefore - you | 
ind in this changed Condition, let it fteer your 
| Sf. Þri$>1 | Thoughts 
* Aged 55: 
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Thoughts to that Myftery of Chriſt's s eſpouſing Gur 


Nature, that we nught become Partakers of the 
Inage of Godin Him; and long for that Appearing. 
of his, when the full ſolemnizing of the wy{ticy] 
Marriave tetwixt Chrilt and his Church will con, 
ard the Union, in all Degrees, be perfctted, [ 
conmend you to the good Hand of the Lord, &'\, 
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Hi Pretcnt 1s to acquint you, tifat my Couſin 
. B. died on Tueſday laſt, and was this 
EL, vening buried, God was vleaſed to order it fo, 
that I had not any Notice of his Sickneſs, ti! after 
his Death; vehich was and is a oreat I 1ouble to 
me : But [ MOTY Ee Means were not wanting 
for the Endeavour of his Recovery. His Mail 
much bewails the Loſs of fo faithful a Servan:, 
He had, as I underſtand, ſcme Darkneſs upon his 
Spirit, till a little bcfore his Death; and then ut- 
tercd (as well as he could) theſe Wo rds; £ye hath 
not feen, ner Kar heard &c. the Things wb Gl 
hath prepared for them that Ive Him: And fo died 
almoit unmidiatcly; and has left a ſweet Savour 
behind him, and a Warning for us his Friends, 
that we : make ready, and te not found unpieparcd, 
when the like Sunmons comes unto us. We ke 
by daily Experience, that Life-time and Health are 
not in our own keeping; and therefote are concerned 
to improve them well while they continue, Ie 
EPacious Preſence of the Lord be with you. 
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1668. + To E..D. No. 92. 


QINCE. my. former, G od has becn plcaſed to 
draw. a Cloud over my poor Family, Treſua 
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Lt, little Tommy fell fick, and on JYVedneſday Mor- 
ninzdied, and is this Day tobe buried, A great and 
ſudden Stroke, which doth almoſt overwhelm my 
dear Wife; wo goes. up and down lamenting, and 
often crying out, That ſhe has finned away her 
ſweet Babe into the Grave. You may ſee in ſhort, 
how it is with us at preſent; I need not add more; 
for I know, what tender Love your felf did bear to. 
this ſweet and heart-taking Infant. Only I defire 
bath You and my dear Siiter, and our Friends there 
to pray for us, that this Stroxe may be dleit to us 
all, and that my deſolate, dear Wife may be guided 
through her pretent Confuſion of Spirit, to the only 
and right Refuge. I delivered her your Letter, 
which was very acceptable; and therefore pra 
write her Sometaing again; and I deſire my Sifter 
would do the ſame: It is good to help in Time of 
Necd. Her Heart is much broken, and my AMlic- 
tion not a little one; and, I believe, it is for ſore 
further Good that God intenils to us both. A few 
Lines from you, whom I know ſhe doth dearly va- 
lue, will be very ſeaſonable. No Afh:on 1s at 
preſent joyous, but grievus; but afterwards comes the 
ſuzet and wholefame Fruit: And this is the Portion 
of them who take hold of the full and ſure Cove- 
nant, and the crucified, riſen Chriſt, who dies no 
more. There is nothing will fo wean Aﬀections 
hence, and from the Miſchief of Creature-love, as 
the Study of Chriſt; viewing Him in the Goſpel, 
pondering his.exce!lent Perſon, and his glorious 
Mediatory Office for us; and ſo pitch the Aﬀec- 
tions on Him, to be inflamed with his Love, under 
a View of our own Right to and Intereſt in Him. 
And therefore, not only with the Bowels of an 
Larthly Father, but in the Bowels of Jeſus Chriſt, 
l intreat, and in His Name do charge you, to ſtudy 
and muſe Day and Night, the anatradls; end- 
leſs Love of God, -who fent his Son; the infinite, 
APES: unwearied, 
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unwearied, and endleſs Love of Chrift, who caye 
died, roſe again, and lives for ever to be your auily 
Portion ; and to make you, even you, a deliphtfu] 
Portion to Him; and to render you (through the 
Blood of Sprinkling, and the Communion. and [n. 
fluence of that one Spirit of the Father and Soy) 
an Obje& of his Delight, and a Monument of hig 
pardoning Grace, and his purifying Virtue to all 
Eternity, To Him I commend you, | 


1668, * To E. D, . No. 94. 


OTH myſelf and my Wife are very ſenſible 
B of this fore Storm with which the Lord is 
pleaſed to exerciſe your Faith and Patience at this 
Time. But Chriſt is in the Veſſel, and therefore 
you cannot periſh : In the Fire and in the Water, 
1n every cold and hot Fit He is with you, and has 
2 tender Senfe of every Jot of your Pain and Sick- 
neſs, It is a Father's Chaſtiſement and Trial: 
And all his Aim is, to purify and fit you for an 
Object of his Eternal Delight. I know his ever- 
laſting Arms are under you : And though the Dil- 
penſation be dark, yet he is doing you good with all 
his Heart, according to his Covenant, and with all 
his Soul. He inclined your Heart, of his own 
Grace, to chooſe Him, becauſe he firſt choſe you, 
and will yet chooſe you in the Furnace. 'T hrow your 
ſelf upon Him; for nothing ſhall ſeperate you from. 
his Love in Chriſt. Chriſt himſelf was once lick, 
for your Sake, to the very Death, and in great 
Darkneſs; yet always beloved of his Father : And 
his God and Father is your God and Father; and 
therefore He will not forſfake your Sou] in Adver- 
fity, but miake'your Bed in,your Sickneſs; wy 
A oY tender 


* Hye 55. 


LET; TERS, © ,375 


' tender Mercy towards you can never dry up, Re- 
fisn yourſelf wholly to Him, and be comforted in 
'Bim; for He who1s your own God and Saviours 
Lord both of Life and Death. My Heart is melt- 
ing over you, and yet'I am but an earthly Father ; 
all Aﬀe&tion is derived from Him ; but his Aﬀec- 
tions, his Love and Pity are infinite, I do remem- 
ber you, and my poor Wife alſo; both of us have 
ind do ſpread your Caſe before the Lord: And I 
have abundant Satisfaction in the Lord, that it is 
and will. be welt with you, living or dying; but we 
earneſtly deftre, if it” be his Will, that you may 
et live to ſhew forth the Praiſes of Him upon the 
Fad. who has done great Things for you. For 
what greater Favour can le give a poor Creature, 
than to make you ſeek his F ace, and to number 
ou amongſt his Followers; which He has given 
Evidence of (blefied be his Name) already. Be 
not dejefted, but lift up your Head. and Heart to 
your God and Saviour : Throw all your Sins, and 
Cares, and' Fears upon Him, and ſpare not; for 
ſo you honour Him, and can never pleaſe Him bet- 
ter, He ſees you through a Cloud, and delights 
to do you good ; and will n>ver ceaſe, till He open 
before you the endleſs Volume of his. Eternal Love, 
and fo love you into his Eternal Reſt. Therefore 
bear up, and be revived; for God Himſelf is with 
you for a Refuge. To Him I. leaye you, waiting 
is rood Pleaſure, &c. | Foe 
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1668. ® 79 E. D, No. 95. 


| Recrived yours of the r0th inſtant Ofeter, de- 

ring to own the gracious Hand of God in 
this ſpeedy Recovery A 2razwy When Hezchiah 
BEIT FENCE”: ll Is gs 
* Aged 55» 


870 LETTERS.: 


was reprieved from Death ſor a Seaſon, it is (1. 
He returned not according to the Benefit; Take 
heed of That: Whatever Awakening you have had, 
endeavour to retain it; and that 1s the belt King 
of Thankfulneſs; and this the Lord will give, 
if you do often let Him know it is the real Deſye 
of your Heart: He ſatisfieth the longing Soul. Pre. 
ſent the ſame "Things to Him, by Faith and Prayer, 
which you mentton to me in your Letter, and thn 
you may expect to ſpeed. He can compoſe and 
direct your I houghts; for Heart-Work is his only 
to manage. When you put Faith and Prayer to 
the Word, you make it another Thing than 1t was 
before in the mere Letter ; 'I hat is the Way 79 draw 
IFater out of the Tells of Sakvation, And thus hum. 
bly, ſeriouſly and chearfully expect whatever good 


there lies bequeathed to you in the New Teſtament, 


which is your Legacy, &c. 
(EAN ECE EE ATAAANNEC AED ENANANENANRDRND NEVE AEATED 
1668. * To M. D. No, 96. 


_ FE not diſcouraged in your Chriſtian Warfzre: 
Every one of Chriſt's Diſciples, ale and Fe- 
male, muſt be Soldiers, and we have the Lord of 
Life for the Captain of our Salvation ; who will 
| teach our Hands to war, and Fingers to fight. He 
never ſlumbers: If He ſeem to ſlumber, one of your 
Groans will wake Him; for his Bowels are more 
tender than yours can be to the little Babe, He 
Has taken the Work upon: Him; and though we 
are weak, He is ſtrong, -and will beſure to manage 
the Truſt which the Father hath given Him; and 
will never leave, till He has perfected that which 
concerns every Lamb of his Flock. Be glad inthe 
Lord; love Him, and reft in his Boſom: His Love 
can never wither, "There I leave you, and remain, 
WF. IN | 
| * Aped <5, 1669 
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, 166g. * To.D. H. No. g7.. 


Am refreſhed in that Experience'you have had of _ 
[he good Hand of God towards you : And though 

God has cauſed you to walk in many rough Paths, 

z5 to your outward Condition, yet he {till appears 

a God of all Grace ; and doth, in theſe Things, 

plainly tell you, That this World is not your Reſt; 

and therefore you meet with Thorns and. Briars 

here, that you may iave the freſher Defires main- 

tained in your Heart, aſpiring upwards. "The 

createſt of earthly Contentments will be of no 

Worth nor Uſe in Heaven; neither can they, of 
themſelves, any Way add to the Comfort or Thriv-' 
ing of a ſpiritual Life on Earth. The mY Life 

ve are allowed to live in this World is the Life of 
Faith; which grows better under Difficulties, than 

in 2 ſmooth State of Aﬀauirs in this World, I know 

no ſweeter Entertainment God has to give in this 

World to his poor Children, than that he give of- 

ten Convincement, that the beic of this World is 

too lean Diet for them to feed upon; and fo make 

them take the truer Taſte of that Marrow and 

Fatneſs which, in Chriſt, they are always to live 

upon; that is, no leſs than God Himſelf, the 

Fountain of Blefledneſs, Safety, Peace, Suffici- 

ency, and folid Joy. What can come amils to 

tnat Soul, which Chriſt undertakes, by all Things, 

and through all Things, to bring to Himſelf? For 

this End He died; and this is the great End of 
every Trial you meet with; and upon this Ground 
the Spirit ſaith, Coznt it all Foy when. you fall into 
avers Temptations. All the Glory, Fulneſs, and: 
Eaſe of this World is but Horror and Diſtreſs to 
a convinced dSoul, that Jooks on God as an Enemy : 
But nothing can . be diſmayingly ſad, when God 
faith, Tam thine; when Infinite ſaith, © [ am thine; 


C ], who. 
* Aged 50." 
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C L, who am the /aker of all Things, am thy Hu 
© band; thy Trials ſhall not quite overwhelm thee, 
'* thy Sins ſhall not ruin thee; Death itſelf ſa} 


© not deſtroy thee.” O Death, where is thy Deſtruc. 


© t49n, When God ſhall fay, * F will be with thee in 
© the Fire, and in the Water; Thy Petfon is accey. 
\'© ted, thy Prayers (though in thy own Eyes with. 
'© out any Form or Comelineſs) are- ſweet, and ac- 
+ .cepted -in Chrift, who: hath choſen thee, and 
« thou haſt choſen Him ?* What ſhall I ſay? The 
Freeneſs of God's Grace m1 Chriſt, his powerful 
and moft voluntary Love isfuch,- wherever it darts, 
that neither Sin nor Devil can ſtand before it, to 
hinder a Jot of all that Good which ſuch a Gud 
has promiſed and undertaken to perform (and that 
merely upon! the Account of his own Name] 
freaming forth through Chriſt in the Goſpel, to 
ſuch poor il}-deferving Creatures as you and [ are, 
I ſhall add' no more at preſent, except committing 

ou to this God, whoſe you are, whom you ſerve, 
and who will never leave nor forſake, but guide 
you by his Counſel, and ſupport you by his Spirit, 
till He has brought you to Glory, the Perfection 
and Fulnefs of what you pray and long for. 


ER Rf RS Rf Mi Pafe þ 
1669. * To M. D. No. 98. 


Have hitherto had fome favourable Preſence of 
the Lord with me, which I bleſs Him for, Whe- 
therthe Fig-tree doth bloffom ornot,” yet he is good, 
and can make it bloſſom when: he pleaſes, He that 


hath given us Himſelf, will not withold what 's | 


truly good from us. AJ} his. Methods are yy 
to. a- believing Eye. Let us ſoar above, and'dil- 
own all other Comforts that oppoſe and defeats out 


DE Communion 
* Aged 56, 
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Communion with Him. The Riches of free Grace, 
and that blefled Intereſt in Chritt do ſparkle ſweet- 
lieft in a taſtleſs, dark World, I have no greater 
Thing to ſay to my own 9Soul or yours, than this : 
Let us chooſe God in Chriſt for our Portion, and 
exceeding Joy ; and then we ſhall have, not only 
enough, but our Cup will run over. With my 
deareſt Aﬀections and true T,ove to yourſelf, and 
cordial Reſpects to. all other 'Friends, I remain &c. 


OOO OOO OOO 
| 1669. * To M. D. No. 99. P 


T-can never goill, while the Door. of Acceſs 
} is,” by: Chriſt's own Hand, kept open to con- 
verſe with God; and fame Favour this Way He is 
pleaſed now and then to grant me. "The Concern« 
ments of his. glorious Name do call for our greateſt 
dolicitude; and though I am now wandring up and 
down, I deſire {till to bear That more tenderly up- 
en my Heart, I hope our Prayers meet every Day 
at the lame "Throne of Grace: Let that Trade'. 
on, and other Things will do well enough. TI ice 
ſerious Perſons have weighty Thoughts about the 
preſent Providences of Grod towards us. I have 
you much upon my Heart. Feed upon the Grace 
of the Goſpel every Day, and pray for me, that I 
may do ſo too, Ec. | ves 1M 


WJ lhe ue nite ale Wl ae nie nie Re AR 
1669. + To M. D. No. 100. FIRE 


M* Heart will not ſuffer my Hand to be quiet, 
4 unleſs I take every Opportunity to'reride? 
wylelf as preſent with you as I can. Mcthinks the 
EG.  Savour 


* fred 56. R Azed 56, 


| Love of 
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Savour of Chriſtianity in this'Place,* among man 


I converſe with, is like the- Smell of a Field whic) 


God hath perf? Cheriſh whatever may render the 
briſt predominant in your Heart, |] 
think my: Heart hath felt the Good of your's ant 
other's Prayers ; and I hope, by what I kear, that 
Cod has begun to anſwer his People Prayers for 
his Church: Oh that He may go on, and fl] their 
Mouths with Praiſe! T have no more, but my 
choiceſt Aﬀections to your dear Self, &c, 


DOSES oO OS OSASOROR 
1969. * To P, D. No. 101. 


BY Have - heard by Mr. D. that you have hcen 


& lately fick, but yet recovering. I doubt not 
but you always wait and prepare for your Change; 
and are, through Grace, ready for it. We ſe 
the Mutability of -all earthly Things, but an In- 
tereſt in an unchangeable Covenant of Grace will 
not fat] or deceive any that are compriſed 1m it; 
who may always ſay, The Lord is good, and every 
Thing will work together for Good for us, if we 
Jet not go our Confidence. Seeing the Providence 
of -God bath ſo ordered my Condition, that I muft, 
while Health and Life continue, have my Handin 
ſome Endeavours for a neceſſary Supply, I am fil 
waiting upon his Blefling in that Way which be 
was pleaſed to dire&t meunto; and T may fay with 
Facob, God hath fed me all my Life long, and it 8 
tafe and comfortable reſting on his Arm, I com- 
mend your Perſon and Aﬀairs to our moſt wile 
God, to diſpoſe, guide and manage. I know you 
need much Faith, Wifdom, Patience, and St 
denial to carry you through; 'but you have a ſtrong 
Refuge ſtill to ly unto, and be acceptcd: And 
there I leave you, tc. FLEE 

# 4d 56.5: 1969 


41669..*:To.v. M. Noj1089 1.4 


A FTER much languiſhing Weakneſs, the Lord 

was pleaſed to remove hence, by Death, Mr, 
H, D. much lamented by many, He gave wood 
Evidence of his Intercit in the unchangeable Cove- 
nant before his laſt. Change came and fo left a 
cd Savour behina. him, We have enjoyed much 
Freedom here. for ſome Time: What Times we 
are reſerved for we know not; but our: Times are 
in God's Hand, who ſeems to call upon us all to 
rzmember, that this World is not our reſting Places 
and therefore we are {ti]] to prepare for freſh Difi- 
ciities; and the Hurrics and Uncertainties here be- 
low ſhould be as a Spur 1n our Sides to quicken our 
Motion towards the Land of Reſt, and that pur- 
chaſed and promiſed Freedom for which the whole 
Creation groaneth. BIl-fled are thoſe Difſquiets 
that rouze and haſten the Soul thither for true Reſt 
and Eaſe, The Lord help us, among all other. 
bulineſs here, to mind Eternity, and be always 
rady; that whenſoever God pleaſe to ſuminon us, 
kence by Death, it may not be as an uncomtorta-. 
ble Surprize, &c.. | 


Ce A ll SA DIS REELEND) 
i669. + To ]. L. No. 103. 


Defire that ancient Aﬀection which has been bþ-= 
* tween us may never vic, though Diſtance of 
Habitation has put us for a long Time far aſunder, 
| have lived upon the Care of my God hitherto, 
ud may fay of Him as Jaceh did, Ze has fed me ail 
y Life, to this Day; and I have his Promiſe allo 
br the future, and faithful is be that hath pronuſed, 
* Aged 56, T Aged 56s 
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| adore and love Him again, which is the principal 
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| Let-us both have {till a freſbþ Purſuit after the chick: 
_ eſt Good kept alive, and growing more and more 


in our Souls, fc. 
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1670, *:To M. D. No. 104. 


T Enow I am upon your Heart, and in your Pray- 
A ers, as you are in mine, Prejent my aftectic- 
nate Reſpects to Mr. Br. and tell him, I dc 
his ſerious Remembrance of me before the Lord ; 
and the like I defirc of every praying Friend. Be 
not anxious concerning the preſent Providence: 
Our 'T'1mes, and every Caſe of ours, arc all in the 
Hands of God : To Him let our Requeſts be made 
known, and every | hought compoled in bchey- 
ing on Him who hath faid, Al! Things fhall wr! 
together for Gaod to them that love Him; which I 
hope, in ſome Meaſure of Truth we do. 73 he WM 
good Hand of the Lord be with you, &c. , 


; ++ : s + + + Ed + t 2 oben NY 
1670. + To M, D, Ne. 105. 


T TOW many Expericnces doth God give us, 
Day- after Day, of his Pity and Love! 
And Oh, That our Hearts may be raiſed up to 


Thankfulneſs that we are able to ſhew ! Be care- 
ful for nothing ; but let Faith and Prayer breathe 
forth every Anxiety of Soul into the. wiſe and gr4- 
cious Diſpoſal of God; and in Him centre with a 
holy Reference; and full Acquieſcence of Heart, 
It is a profitable, ſweet Neceſlity to. be forced upol 
the naked Arm of God; fo that He alone een 


* Aped 57, + Aerd 57, 


the Retreat and" Stay of the Soul. The Grace, 
Power, Wiſdom, 'and Faithfulneſs of God never 
become admired, till we 1mprove them in all Caſes, 
This is the Mark I aim at; this 1s a moſt ſecure, 
delightful Paſture to feed in, when the World 
ſeems to be a barren Wilderneſs, and the Things 
thereof wither. I commend you for Health, Com- 
fort, and Preſervation to my gracious God ; He is 
our Father, and hath a Father's Heart, and a Fa- 
ticr's Care, I hanker after my peculiar Station, 


a1d to be amongſt thoſe dear Friends, from whom 


| am at preſent ſeperated þy Diſtance of Place, 
though not in Atection. [ remember] them, as 
(od enables me, in my daily Addrefles, and L 
know I am remembred by them ; and ſuch a Privi- 


Way to any deſponding Melancholy, but rejozce al- 

ways in the Lord; Ihs is good, and his Mercy endu- 

rt for ever. With my utmoſt and inmoſt Aﬀec- 

ful God, who lives and loves for ever, &c. 

CIGOUATICAIO IA 
1670. * To M. D. No. 106. 


Have made you acquainted with the plain State 
of Things. It is the Exerciſe of our gracious 


let us le end: And let me intreat you to bear up, 
and not be diſmayed, or ſuffer your Thoughts to 
be dejefted ; for God has promiſed, that, in eviry 
lomptation, He will make a Way for our Eſcabe And 
Fatth is then moſt excellent, when Diikculties do 
moſt appear : He can eaſily make rough Places a 
lin, It will bz a great Comfort to ne to hear, 
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ee is very great. Let me jntreat you, give not 


tions to yourſelf I leave you in the Hands of our faith-' 
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Father, to try our Faith and Patience; on Him 
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that you are careful for nothing (1 mean, with a dif. 
Conteeell Care ) but that % all Things you make you 

equeſts known by Prayer, with Thankſgiving, ts Gad, 
for that is our Work; and to leaye cur Cares upon 
Him, in the. Uſe of what Means he ſhall dire 
The gracious Face of God' in Chriſt ſhine upon 
YOU: WES 2 


1650. *'To ML. D. No.''107; 


VERY Day here is tedious to me, only I am 
g now and then retreſhed among ſavoury Ac- 
quaintance, I have had ſome Difficultics in my 
own . Spirit under the - preſent Diſpenſation ; but 
God has given ſome' Hints, to me, that it ſhall te 
tor Advantage, Some Clouds have come, hut evcr 
and anon it fthines aga'n z which ſhews, that though 
Darkneſs be intcrm:xed, yet the Sun is not et, nor 
Day utterly gone; nor will ever ceate, ti} the pre- 
ſent Warfare ifities in Freedom and Victory : And 
all,througn the rich Crace and Faithfulneſs of God, 
who delighteth-in Mercy, who will abungantly parden, 
and ſave - to the uttermoſt. 1 have you often in my 


Eye, and the reſt of my dear Friends, to whom | 
_ am related in the Fellowſhip of the Crofpel ; for all 


whom I offer up daily Requeſts to our God and 
Father. - Let us pray, believe, hope, and rejoice 
in our 'God, our Rock; He giveth Pozoer to the 
Paint, will revive the IVeary, and never turn from 
them who wait on Him, to do them good. Oh, that 
whenever we. meet again, it may be with ſome ad- 
vanced Degrees of Holineſs, and ſpiritual Light 
2nd Life; more faithful, more capacious to take 
inthe Myſtery of Chriſt, more diſcerning our Union 


with Him, more inward in our Communion, mor 


by Agrd 57. 
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often, in,, ur Converſe with, Him, that we may 
jxing upwards. with, more frequent Delires, and | 
improve the Grace-ef Adoption 11, agreater Height 
of Filial Obedizace; and with more.F reedom, Re- 
ſolvednefs and, Delight, make Chrilt our Allin All, 
Surely God aims at this in our Trials, and the Trials 
of his Church ; and I truſt, the Zeal of the Lerd of 
Hijts will effect and perform it. 1 know my Aﬀairs 
at Home do Autter by my Abſence, but.God, knows 
how to balance 'that Loſs; and ' therefore, while 
[ am ſerving his preſent Previdence,-I defire _ to 
Lave that Care upon Him. I conmend you to. 
the gracious Boſom of our bleſted God and Father, 
even to Him, who is your beſt Friend and Keeper: 
And with my, choiceit Aﬀections I remain, &c. 


2670; * To Pc Da';t No. p08- "i. nt 
HE beſt Advice, which, in the firit Place, 
{ would give you (and which I would take: 
myſelf) in all Straits, is, ſeriouſly to confider the 
teſerving Cauſe of Frouble, and -how far there 
hath been in you the leaft Acceſlarineſs thereunto, 
and fo to fpread it penitently before the Lord, -im- 
ploring the Help of his Spirit through Feſus Chriſt, 
to give your Soul a thorough Turn to Him ; ap- 
plying yourſe}f heartily -and unferignedly to the 
Throne of Grace, for the removing away all 
Guilt; and that your Conſcience being cleanſed 
through the Blood of Chriſt, Peace may 'be made 
between God and your Soul. And if the Lord. 
ſhy]pleaſe thus to incline. your Heart to Him, it 
willbe ſome fore-running Token, that He will ind 
a Way {for He can beſt do it) to take off the Edge 
of Men's Severity, and turn it, thcugh againſt the 
Grain of their own Intereſt, into Pity and Kind- 
neſs, -&c, WEEN» e >) k © ms | 1 F 
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1650. * To B. J. D. 'No: 109. 


FTUHIS Afternoon Mr. MI. H. was buried at 4. 
| 'B. Church (his Corps attended by many 
Minifters and others to the Grave) and has left 
good Savour behind him: Let us be alſo ready, for 
wwe know not the Hour. Time, how ſhort toever, 
_ 1s yet before us; and Oh, that youand I may now 

know and purſue: the Things that belong to our 
Peace, before our Sun be ſet, and our Feet ſtumble 
on the dark Mountains. TI have no more at preſent 
to add, but to repeat your own Words. Filly 
God; with that of the Apoſtle, ſet your Afections 
upon Things above. Perplexity and Uncertainty is 
ſcme of the beſt Entertainment which this World 
_ can give. It is good fixing on a Rock that never 
fails; I mean Jeſus Chriſt; which the Lord cna- 
ble you and me.to do, &c,. | 


1671. * To B. D. No. 110. 


BE aſſured, you are much upon my Heart, It 
IF is a Refreſhment to me, that you labour to 
anchor in good Ground, repoſing your Heart on 
Him who is the wenderful Counſellor, and allo | 
mighty to ſave. TFoſeph's Grod is yet alive, and 
thoſe ancient Providences do yet ſpeak : He was 
his God, when ſtript of his party-coloured Coat, 
in the Pit, in Travel, in Priſon, under falſe Ac- 
cuſation, and ina ſtrange idolatrous Land, as well 
as when he was in his Father's Houſe ; and this 1s 
for our Learning. Itis a very dark and cloudy T ime 
With us, but the Name of God is aſtrong Tower; 
Safety and Sufficiency are there. It is well you 
{ti1] hold on'in Faith and Hope, and are gracioully 

| | I watcrcd 
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watered from the Fanntain, when Streams dry up : 
the Viſion will certainly ſpeak in due Seaſon. The. 
belt and ſecureſt-Refuge 1s above, and there I deſire. 
with you to center. My Daughter prefents you 
her due Reſpects ; and, as a Token thereot, a Ma-" 
nuſcript of her own taking, being the Contents of; 
: Sermon Jately preached among us, - containing: 
Matter worthy your Meditation, in order to.a holy 
Ref in God, Dehiring it may be ſome Help to. 
you, amid{t atl your Jahotious and toilfome Exerciſe, 
which we are ſenf{tble you lie under; and con -/ 
mending you to the gracious Protection of the 
Ruler ef the whole KEarth, the Cod of Sea and' 
Land, beſeeching Him tobe your Guide continu- 
ally, and your fafe Convoy, I remain &c. ./f 


1671. *:To-J;.D: J- No. III. 


E are heartily d<firous of your trueſt Wel- 
fare; and whilſt you are fcanted as to 
thoſe IVieans of Grrace waich your Friends enjoy 
here, peruſe the Scriptures, and ſuch zocd Books 
25 you have, with the more Seriouſneſs, and enure 
youtielf much to Prayer ; that the aviful Remem= 
brance of God's. Preſence, and the Conſideration: 
of his Grace tendered in Jefus Chriſt to Sinners,, 
may be much upon your Heart ; and this will carry. 
you tafely and ſweetly through all Difcultics, and: 
procure a Blefſting to yourſelf, and' your Afﬀtairs, 
and be the beſt Foundation of Hope and Comfort 
when and wherever the Lord ſhall put a Period to- 
yoir Days; Which is my carneſt Deſire and Prayer. 
% your Behalf. | | Fs: 
&' o-2 1070. 
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1672. * To C.J. D., No. 122, 


-F Muſt now acquaint you, that I have received 
\News from the Eaft- Indies, which doth not a 
little affect me, That God has been pleaſed to re. 
move my Couſin, Jour dear Huſband, out 'of this 
World; who finiſhed his Days on the Fifth of 
September laſt, and whoſe Death is lamented by 
thoſe that knew him, I am ſorry that this Letter 
muſt be the Meſſenger of thoſe ſad Tidings ung 
ou; but God is wiſe, and we are to ſubmit to his 
holy Will and Pleaſure. It was ſurprifing News 
to me. The Lord ſupport your Heart under this 
AfMiction, and teach you his Will, and provide 
for you and yours. I cannot enlarge at this preſent, 
for every Word I write about it makes my Heart to 
ake; the Lord grant you Patience, to whole Cae 
and Teaching I deſire to commend you, &c. 
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1072. * To 1.1. No. I13 


TAm glad to hear that you are in Health, which 

- the Lord continue, with the Addition of the 
higheſt Blefling, That ſpiritual Endowment, and 
that Intereft in Chriſt ; that ſaving and powerful 
Work of Grace, and that Activity for God in the 
_ Ways and Power of Godlineſs, and that exemplary 
| Pattern of Holinefs in your Walk, which can only 
render long Life a Bleſling, and truly make an 
Honr of Diflolution ſweet, and the Conſideration 
of that great Day of our Appearance to be pleaſant, 
and, upon ſafe as deſirable. That famous 


_.and laborious Miniſter, Mr, 7/eph Carl, your” 
- ancient, Friend and Companion, 1 departed this 
Lite, aged about Seventy one Years; his Death 

rs om EEO - 
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ereatly lamented by the People of God throughout 
this City. About the Beginning of his Sickneſs, 
| was with him, and he enquired concerning you, 
as he was wont to do; and perceiving him to be 
ſomewhat weak, though he did not then keep his 
Chamber, I defired him, while he was yet alive, 
to continue to pray for you ; which Motion he 
chearfully and readily embraced. And coming to 
him again, about three Days before his Death, I 
found him very weak, and paſt Hope of Life : He 
then told me, as well as I could underſtand him, 
(for his Speech was low) that he had remembred 
his Promiſe to me concerning you. I think good 
to mention this particular Paſſage, to provoke you 
to all Seriouſneſs in Refereice to your own Soul, 
whoſe eternal Welfare lay ſo much upon the 
Heart of this Servant of Chriſt. His Labours 
were great, his Studies inceſſant, his Converſation 
unſpotted, his Sincerity, Faith, Zeal, and Wiſ-. 
& m, gave a fragrant Smell among the Churches 
and Servants of Chriſt. His Sickneſs though 
painful, was borne with Patience, and Joy in 
Believing ; and fo he parted from Time to Eter-- 
nity, under full Sail of Deſire and Joy in the Holy 
doirit, He lived his own Sermons : He did at lait 
dehre his Friends to forbear ſpeaking to him, that 
ſo he might retire within himſelf; which Times, 
they perceived, he ſpent in Prayer; oftentimes lift- 
ng up his Hands a little; and at length his -: 
Friends, ſeeing not his Hand to move, | drew near, 
and perceived he was ſilently departed from them, - 
oh many mournful Hearts behind. And now, © , 
ear Brother, Oh that this may be an exciting _ 
Motive to you-and me to redeem the Time which _ 
the Caterpillers have eaten, that we be not found. _ 
unready, And if'ever you expect to be a Com, | 


panini” again with' Mr. Caryl, break off from all 
ach Company which were not his Delight, Con- 
ot pd its cern 
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cern yourſelf to; make a freſh and» thorough *Su;., 
render: to Grod in your old Age. ' Beg, I belecch . 
vou, beg ſuch a convincing, impartial, Heart. 

breaking Sight' of your Sins in Youth and ol4 
Age, that may force you to Chriſt for Refuge, 
while He may be found ; and beg his Spirit, that - 
you may. glorify Him on Earth, the few Days 

that yet remain, as:{1znaliy as ever you have dit- . 
bonoured Him. What a Joy will it be to this. 
glorifed Saint, .Mr. Cary, at the laſt Day, t» 

ſee that his Prayers for you have prevailed | D-ar 

Brother, I pray excuſe my Earneltneſs in what ] 

have written ; it may be, you and I may never 

again fee each other in this World : You are much 
upon.my Heart, I mean as to your eternal Eſtate 
and glad '] ſhould' be to hear of ſome eminent. 
Change as to Soul-Concernments, before either 
I hear of your, or you hear of my launching forth 

into vait Eternity, where there can be no more 

Changes; and the Hour is near, in which the Eye 

that hath ſeen you ſhall ſee you no more; As the Tree 

falls, ſo fhall it lie: The Eternal Judgment fol- 

lows Death at the Heels. I can ſay no more: It 

nzuit be Divine Power and Grace that muſt jet the 

Wheels a-going, if ever they move. And thcretore, 

whillt I am in this World, I hope I ſhall not ccate 

to pray for you, whilit you are in this World alſo; 

for our Prayers cannot reach. beyond the Grave, 

Dear Brother, farewell; yea, fare better and bettcr 

till you fare belt of all, &e. 


Ee POOOOODPDOT EET TRIES 
1673. * ToF. H. No. 114. 


F And you are creeping towards our laſt Change; 
- the Y houghts of which. can be no. farther com-'" 
fortuble. to us, than we have obtained. ſome goo! 
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Hope through Grace, that we are united to Chriſt,” 
our Sins forgiven for his Sake and that we are ac- 
cepted and. beloved of God in Him ; and all this evi- 
denced to our own Hearts, by the Witneſs, and the 
renewing Virtue of his own Spirit; All which re- | 
quires a Neceſſity of being convinced of our own 
Vileneſs by 'Sin, and that we go out of ourſelves, 
and humbly. lay hold on Chriſt by Faith; - that 
when we die and remove irom'hence (having lived 
on Him, and unto Him here) we may live in Him, 
and with Him for ever. Our Friends here are ge- 
nerally in Health, but none of them without their 
Cares, in Reference to the Difficulties that attend 
this preſent State and Pilgrimage; ſome in one 
Kind,” fome 4n another. Oh that God and Chriſt, 
and the Riches of his Grace revealed by his Spirit 
n.the Word, may be the more fweet to the Soul! 
| {ball only ſay, The Lord direct your Feet in. the 
Paths of Life, and crown. your old. Age with a ſa- 
ving Knowledge of Chriſt, with a through Con- 
viction of your Sin of Nature and Life, and guide 
you to Him as your only Refuge; to glorify his 
Grace while you live, and reſt in his Peace when _ 
you ſhall be here no more, ___ 7% 
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| Am glad to underſtand, by your Letter, that | 
your Family is in Health, and that the Lord is 
pleaſed to keep your Eye directed to Him in your. 
outward Aﬀeairs, with a ſavoury Senſe of all the 
piritual Enjoyments you lie under ; longing after 
More Suitableneſs to them, and an increaſed Value 
of them, \Real Thankfulneſs for them doth much, 
onfiſt in ſuch Kind of Aﬀections. The Lord's' 


| , Promiſe -* 
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492 LETTERS.” | 
Promiſe is to ſatisfy the Tonging: Soul © T'o whit: | 


favourable Hand, and rich Grace, I'commend Yor, 
Faithful is God who hath called you into the Fc). 
towſhip, of his dear- Son, and. thereby you hayc 
Boldneſs to-enter in within the Vail, and He hath 
promiſed you fhall never be caſt out ; for your Ini- 
quities He will remember'no more, And thouzsh 
the Croſs be ſomewhat difficult” to bear, yet thr 
| Reſerve at "laſt, will fully recompence all; and 
therefore lift up your Head; for Redcmption is 
coming, Tc. Cn Sy | | 


OOO ROO 


1674. *® To B. D. Ne, 116, 
F Bleſs the Lord, T can remember and mention Ml 
( 


you as one who is interefted in that ' Premiſe, 
Ter. xxxii. 41. T will rejoice over them, 'to io then Wi 
god: And that He will never 'Teave you, till H« Wi i 
has perfected that which concerns you, ina Way WW. 
| of Grace, Mercy and Love. My great and often 
Requeſt -on your, Behalf is, above all, that God 
would preſerve you from the-Evil of Sin, and from ( 
Snares in, your daily Walk; that He would ſprin- > 
kle you with the Blood, with the Merit of Chrilt's 


| {0 
Satisfaction and Rig teouſneſs ; that He would : 
dirc& your Path, and do. all your Works in you, Bl. 


and for. you ; and cauſe-you to lean ſtrongly and 
chearfully on the Arm of his Truth and Grace, 
Reference to all preſent and, future Trials ; and 
that you- may more than conquer through Beitey- 
Ing, in every Exigence you do flies | meet with, 
till the Warfare be accompliſhed, and the a of 
"Trial terminate inthe Fruition of perfegt Freccon, 
For my "own Part, T have Reafon to, blcfs ths 
' Lord, that He has favourably held me up, 
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carried me. along, now theſe many Years, ſince we 
ſaw cach other ant though He hath exerciſed me 
with ſome Difficulties, and. conſiderable HONED; 
yet, I hope, , and do think, He has fome Way © 
other a. Reſerve of Kinanels for me (unworthy THe 
and mine ; for the Earth is the Lord's, and the Ful- 
nſs of it. And through this Grace, I have, in 
{one Meaſure and Detire, held on ill to chovole 
Vim for my Portion, as to ,Things preſent and 
eteinal, Wour Time and mine are in. the Hands 
of God, who is moſt wiſe, and to be adored and 
fubmitted to. The Days of our anxious Pilgri- 
mage are ranning out ; the Lord direct our Eyes 
to that ſerene, unchangeable State, where Sins, 
Fears, Temptations, Turmoils, and Difficulties. 
wiil ceaſe for ever: To the Care, Counſel, Com- 
fort, and Communion of whoſe gracious Spirit L 
commend | you. 


({$$$04+05540640044-+ 
1674. * ' To T.. M. . No. 117. 


cor Time fince 1 received from you a large, 
and very ſavoury Letter, which I do now and 
then peruſe, as a friend]'y Monitor, and good Help 
tor taking the better View of mine own Heart ; 

ind that Letter, together with the Acquainztance I 
had with you in Lindon, doth caufe me the oft:1er 
to remember | you with Delight. I have been in- 
formed of your, Health by ſeveral F riends, winch I 
&lire; if the Lord pleaſe, may continue and pro- 
ſher ; as I'm perſuaded, through the Influences of 
the Spirit of Chriſt, and his unchangeable Love, 
your: Sou] proſp ers. To that rich Grace of Chriſt, 

nd'ta his bleſſed Condudt 1 in all Jour Concerns, 
{ommend. Fau., Sed | | 

Were OD | 1074. 
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1674. *'To HW. No. 118. 


TI EMEMBRIN+G that ancient Amity and Re. 

" ſpect, that was heretofore betWeen my Father 
and your ſelf, and the Continuance thereof, for a 
long Time after his Deceaſe, between yourſelf and 
his family ; and being not at all conſcious to my. 
feif, that [ have, for my own Part, hitherto me- 
rited, much Jeſs deiigned the Suſpence of that god 
Will; but being {till hearti]y defirous of your Wel. 
fare, I am, though diſtant in Place, yet as Occa- 
| ſton preſents, often enquiring how it is with you; 
and underſtanding that your Days are yet drawn 
forth, and that your Pilgrimage, though under 
much Infhrmity of old Age, doth yet continue, ] 
was willing to evidence my real Refoects Lnto you 
by a Line or two: And as I do not doubt, but 


that your general Aim, throughout your Days, has I 


been to employ your Talert in the Service cf 
Chriſt, while Strength and Time permitted; fo ] 
carneitly defire, that in the Approaches of a Dit- 
ſolution, you may find that fujtlled to you, which 
David prayed for ; That the Lord winld not firſaie 
him in his old Age, when Strength faileth, Pfal. Ixxi, 
g: The ſame I deſire for you, even that you may 
New experience the efreſhing Virtue of all thote 
Goſpel-truths, which Chriit hath ſo long intruſted 
you with, as his Meffenger unto others ; that you 
may have the Merit of his Satisfaftion and Righ- 
teouſneſs applied, for your perfe& AbſoJution from 
all Sin and Guilt; the Inflifence and Conduct of 


his Spirit, to water and fteer all your Meditations, 


Thoughts, Hopes and Deſires; the' Confolations 
of his Grace: and Love, to ſweeten your Travel 
through the Valley of Death, and give you at Jt 
a refreſhing Arrival at the Throne of Eternal Refi; 


and there harbour you, after all the REY 
£ h an 
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and Warfare of this preſent State, in the Fruition 
of his immediate Preſence, without Spot in Jeſus 
Chriſt ; the Glimplſes whereof I heartily deftire you 
may before-hand partake of, as an Earnelt of that 
great, full, and perfect Revelation and Enjoyment, 
when Time ſhall be no more. So with my hearty 
and unfeigned Reſpects, I remain, in Truth and 

real Aﬀection, Your's. | 


TD ST IT IEEE EL AE DEIDLCIS EDS, 
1674. * To H, W. No. II9. 


] Received your's of the 2.5th paſt, which was ex- 
L ceedingly welcome to me; and therefore I return 
you hearty Thanks, both for it, and your candid 
Acceptance of that "Token I fent you; being an 
Indication (ſuch as it was) of the Reſpect and Va- 
Jue, which from my very Heart, and that deſerved]ly, 
| bear towards you. Your Letter, written(as I ſec) 
with an aged, feeble Hand, I bave read over with 
preat Acceptation, and account It to me the ſame 
as a precious Balm, TI underſtand that Mr. Oxenb, 
after a very ſmall Time of Sicknels, in a few Mo- 
ments Space, departed this Lite: And thus we are 
dropping away, haſtening towards a DiſloJution, 
where the Eye that now ſeeth us, ſhall ſee us no 
more. Bleffed ve. that Redeemer, who will not call 
Home any of his peculiar Number before he has 
iniſhed the Deſign of his Grace, and the Purpoſe of 
his Will by them, and in them. And bleſſed are 
thoſe Souls that are, in any faving Meaſure, helped 
- Ring Spirit to creep out of thernſclves, into his 
art; and in that Union partake of all the Bene- 
its of his Death and Purchaſe, both for preſent 
Grace, and Ho:e of Glory: In which Number I am 
undoubtingly perſuaded that you are included; and 
FE --- Ns that 
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that you lie under the Aſpect of that Divine Gogd- 
neſs and Love, which will feed the Oil in your 
Lamp, and cauſe your Lamp to be ready trimmed 
and burning ; that ſo when the Bridegruom comes, 
ang calls you oft to Inimortality and Life, you may 
be able to ſay, Lo 1 come, for ail is ready: Such a 
Readineſs the Lord grant alſo to my poor Sou), 
To his Grace and Favour, and the Contoliticn of 
his vpirit I commit you, and reſt, &c. 


10%4.* To E,: D.- Nos: 120. 


_ ET your Conſideration feed on the quickning 
Truths of the Goſpel; flying to, and relying 

on Chriſt, who 15 the Arm of the Lord ; rcjoicing 
in Him, who requires you to cait every deprefling 
Burden from your felf, upon Him: T hat is true 
Goſpel-Methed, and you ſhall not be difappointee, 
Farthful is God, who hath called you into the Pelliuyhi) 
of his dear Son; and thereby you have Ground of 
oldneſs to enter in within the Vail, and he as 
promiſed, you ſhall never be caſt out; for your ini- 
quities he will remember no more : And though the 
Croſs be ſomewhat difficult to bear, yet the Reſerve 
at laſt will fully recompenſe all; and therefore Jt 
up your Head, for Redemption is coming. We 
are troubled at the Troubles the Churches mect 
with in ———— and elſewhere. Lt is a ſad Day, 


when the Word of Salvation comes to be ſupprel- 
ſed by : Souls that muſt periſh without it: Our 
Buſineſs is, chearfuly and humbly to prepare {or 
greater Shocks. Nearneſs to God in Chrilt 1s the 
lafeſt and ſweeteſt Sanftuary.. 


» Azed Gl 
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1675. * To E. D. No. 121. 


Have not received any Letter from you for many 
Weeks, which 1s not a little afflictive. You 
are upon our Hearts, and we ceaſ2 not the particu- 
lar Mention of you in our Prayers. Sometimes I 
fear, your Body lies under ſuch Extremity, that 
you Cannot write; and ſometimes I am willing 
to relieve my I noughts by ſuppoiing, if it were ſo, 
| might, at leait, have a Letter from S, H{. But 
though I know not your preſent Caf-, yet I know 
my God and your (God has you under his own 
Love and Care. His great Deſign, for his own 
Glory, and your and my Good, is to inſtruct us, 
and lead us into the Lif: of Reſignation, and De- 
pendance ſingly and fully upon Himlelf. Saving 
Light, Faith, and Truth are the very Leſſons He 
is calling upon me, ant drawing me to learn ; and 
Oh! for ſome good Proficiency in this Learning : 
Nothing fo ſweet, nothing fo ſecure, and nothing 
ſo compleatly advantageous. | left the Lady 7. 
this Afternoon, very near, in Appearance, to a 
Diffolution, and A. P. breathing, and waiting 
for her Change. Happy Souls, who chooſe that 
Part that ſhall never be taken away, but abide 
through Death, unto Liſe in Perfeftion. I doubt 
not but where you are, you will have the good 
Preſence of God, who is both a Sun aud a Shield; 
and that withal, according to his Promife, He wil 
withyold no g22d Thing from you, ſeeing He has given 
you to his Son, ani his Son to you, who will 
cauſe you to have an uprizhe Repard to the Law of 
that bl:ſzd Relation; waich is the Condition of 
that Promiſe, "To the Shadow of his Wing I 
commend both you and my Siſter, longing to hear 
of her Recoverv, if the Lord pleaſe; but ſhe is 
In a Zather's Hand, and under her Father's Care 
| H he2 | aid 
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and Love, 'In Sickneſs and Health, living ang 
dine, nothing can come amiſs to thoſe that love 
Him, and fe}] themſelves perfealy away to Him; 
as I am perſuaded ſhe has done; and can rejoice in 
that bleiſed Bargain, a Contra&t made by and 
through Chriſt, the faithful Witneſs, and watch. 
ful, prevalent Advocate; and however outward 
Difpenſations and Providences do work, they will 
work together for good, becauſe his Love, Mercy, 
and I ruth endure for ever. Where the Eye of 
his Favour once hxeth, He never takes it off ; the 
Tokens of which Favour you have (through his 
free Grace): had fome Taſte of, that thereby you 
may be led, and heiped to hope perfectly to the 
End, and humbly rejoice in the Hope of the Glory 
_ of God, in what Method ſoeves He is pleaſed to 
act in the Way of his Fatherly Diſcipline, He is 
cmnipotently, univerfally, and continually good 
in Himſelf, and in the Communications of his 
(Goodneſs to his People, waiting on Him, and 
truſting in Him, To Him I commend you daily, 
and with'Him I leave you, Tc. 
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1075. -* To B..D.:. No. 122. 


N my laſt I acquainted you with the Weaknc 
] of my Daughter Elzzabeth, at which Time fac 


continued with an Intermixture of Reyivings now 


and then, and much Refreſhment as to the State of 


her Soul, and Things eternal; and, in the Doc- 
tors Opinion, in ſome good Hope of Recovery, 
until the 5th inſtant Decen:ber, being the Sabbath- 
Day: And then the'DoQtors ſaw, that the 1.ord 
bad determined otherwiſe, and "That Evening He 


pan 


called her to Himſelf, The Loſs of whoſe Conr | 
| * Aged 62. 2 
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pany is not only apiercing AMiction to myſelf &c, 
but lamented by divers others, who had Experience 
of that Worth which God Himſelf had graciouſly W 
heautified her Soul with. He is moſt wife: Oh - 08 
that He may cauſe me diſtinctly to hear his Voice Ml} | 
herein, and to improve it to the utmoſt Uſe He in- 

tends it for. It 1s your Affliction, that you are, 
by the Providence of God, held ſo long, at ſuch a 
Diſtance from us, under fo many Trials of your 
Faith and Patience on every Hand; which, as the 

Lord is pleaſed to help, I am, after my weak Mea- 

ſure, often preſenting before Him,. intreating, that 

He would bear up your Heart, and afhit you as- 
He hath hitherto done, to go through the Reſidue 

of your Exerciſe in this Pilerimaye. Commend- 

ing you-to his Grace, Strength, Counſel and Blef- 
lng, I remain, &c. | 2 
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Know you are with loving Friends, and. in the 
. 4 Hands and Care of a:gracious Father, Endea- 
your to refreſh. your Soul. in. the Phoughts of Him. 
and his d-ar Son, and: in the Promiſe, that all 
ſhul} work. together for Good to you ;; for He is 
faithful that promiſed, and his Ways have been, 
and will. be, Mercy and Truth towards you. Love 
Him, believe Him, and be earcful for nothing but 
how to pleaſe Him, and ſay, The Cup which my Fa- 
tver hath givert me ſhall T nt driick it?  Hitherto the 
Lord hath kent me, and I want nothing more than 
bis fanQtifying and gracious Prefence with me all 
along. Travelling Work doth greatly diſorder my 
Thoughts as to-that ſavoury Compoſedneſs which 
I long for: Indeed my poor Soul greatly ſuffers 
by the Toilfomneſs of Travel; yet itill the Lord 
00d, and his Mercy cl e&r2t3 fo.” tU2r« Go 
 ® ped ©2. 


400 LETTERS. 
1677. * To J. L: No. 124. 


OME Years have now paſſed without the In- 
x_} tcrcourſe of any Letter between us, TI ſhould 
be clad our old Acquaintance might not quite die, 
while we live and continue here. How it is with 
rou I know not; but for my own Part, I have and 
ao paſs my Pilgrimage here through a thorny Wi]. 
derneis of Cares, Difficulties and Temptations, 


zl] along; and do expect no other, till I leave n: 


iinful Nature, and a dark, defiled World behind 
me: For I have abundant daily Proof that this 
lower State is not my Reſt, but I wait ard hope 
tor that Reit which remaincth. I am ſtricken © 
Years, being now in the C4th Year of ray Ave; 
and through the Riches of free Grace (and that 
alone) failing towards the End of Time, under 
the Hope of eternal Life; and through the Good- 
neſs of the Lord, &do yet enjoy the Company of wy 
dear and ſuitable Yoke-fcllow, as 'a Heiper and 


ſweet Companion with me in my Voyage. I hind 


alſo a gracious Child, my Daughter ZEl:zabeth, 
whom the Lord eminently prepared ior Him{cif, 
and then tranſlated her hence : And God has Jcit 
us one little Branch ; the Lord-grant fie may love 
to tread in the good Steps of her Sifter, and enter, 
atlaſt, into the ſame Reſt. I heartily deſire it 
may every Way go well with you z and that though 
Diſtance of Place hinder our Converſe here, yct 
we may, at Jait, ſee the Face of Chriſt, and one 
another, in the Perfe&tion of Purity, and Fulncis 
of Joy, in a better Country. 
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- : 267%. * Te: GC: SD. No. 125+ 
Underſtand, by Mr. #. that you are all in 
Health ; lorg may it continue, and wot mey 
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your Time and Health be improved. And as to 
any Counſel that I am able to give you, tis far 
ſhort of what you do or may receive; not only 
from the folemn Miniſtration of the Goſpel, by 
the Faithful Diſpenſers of the Word, but alſo by 
thoſe excellent Books, fit for Meditation, Ule, and 
Application, of which, I ſuppoſe, you have wary 
lying by you. Only I would fay this ; The prin- 
cipal Part of Religion (that which, in Scripture, 
is called the Kingdom of God) lies chiefly in 
Heart-renewing Power; whereby the Throne and 
Dominion of Sin is broken ; with daily Warrings 
zoainft it, and daily Lahouring to be free from it's 
Captivity; and to that End, there 1s Neceflity. of 
the Conviction of our ſinful, yea, damnable Con= 
dition by Nature : And that not only in our own 
Opinion and Judgment, but in real View, Senſe, 
Feeling, and inward Operation and Exerciſ>; that 
ſo th2 Knowledge of, and Intereit in Chriſt, may 
appear indiſpen{ibly neceflary, and perfectly defira- 
ble, as a Proprtiation for Sim, and to tranilate the 
Soul into the pure Image of Himſeif in this World, 
3 the Fore-ruriner of an eternal Fruition of all 
that Bleſſedneſs He died to purchaſe. And upon 
manifold Confſtderations, it dota eminently con » 
cern you to dig for this Wiſdom, as for hidden 
Treaſure, You have ſeen, and: may further ſee 
wait a lean Satisfaction it is, that this lower 
World doth afFord ; what a ſanily Foundation it is 
to build our Hope, Delizht, or Dependence upon ; 
and how ſoon every Flower withers. "Therefore 
tally beg . of God Light, Truth in the inward 
Part, and ſaving Wiſdom, to bs your Principle 
and Guide, through the Reſidue of "ime, Unto 
tis Grace I,commend' you, and reſt, &c, 
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I Received your Letter, and delivered That which 
4 youſent my Brother: Botix He and 'lI are fenh. 
ble of the .Loſs of your only Brother. It doth 
concern you to confider the Voice of Gad in theſe 
Afﬀiictions, one after another; and to . improve 
them fo, as to make God Himfelf in Chriſt your 
only ſtanding Refuge. And certainly, if theſe 
Things do cauſe you to turn your Eyes diretly 
upon Him, and to center in Him alone, you wil 
hnd Him the Huſband of the Widow, and Father if 
the Fatherleſs. In every Trouble our wiſeſt Courſe 
is, to endeavour to learn what God 1s pleaſed to 
fay to our Souls therein.z which 1s, to get the 
Hearts of his People more united unto Himfelf by 
Faith and elear Reftignation ; for though the Things 
ana Perſons of this World do wither and fade, yct 
God Himſelf is the Rock of Ages; and hath pro- 
mifed, The R:ghteous fhall nat be utterly deſclate : For 
in the Fire and in the Water He will be with tho, 
gnd never leave or firſake them. And therefore I 
would defire you to endeavour, rather to. improve 
your Affliction by Faith for ſpiritual Uſe, thn to 
waſte away your Thoughts unprofitably through 
Unbelief,, in pondering and dejecing your Heart 
_ under theſe outward Trials, though they be great. 
Fhcrefore read and meditate the Word, where 
Proviſion of Support is made, to anſwer all Caſes 
of Diſtreſs. Spread your Soul often before tio 
Lord ; open the Bottom of your Heart to Him, 
Fly to the Blood of Chriſt for daily Atonement; 
and give yourſelf up- to Him who has ſaid, Ca 
' your Burden on the Lord, azd He will fuftuin yiu: 
And then you will ſee Reaſon, at length, to lay 
[t was good for me that 1 was affifted; and that 't 
er ſhe. is bleſſed whom Ged affitfts, and teachet!) ts 
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you, that you and yours may have the gracious | 
Shelter of his Love and Kindneſs in every Con- 
Lon. | ! 


1678. * To M. R. No. 127. 


pirerived your's of the 14th Inſtant, and have 
been refreſhed in reading thoſe ſavoury Lines 
which you were pleaſed to ſend me. T read them 
as if you yourſelf had been converſing with me, 
and myſelf preſent with you ; and do acknowledge 
the Kindneſs of God in dropping down a Blefling 
upon your Soul, in the Midft of all the former and 
latter Exerciſes, wherewith He has been pleaſed 
to try you. "This is the Privilege of the AMiic-. 
tons which come from the Ged of all Grace; wiz. 
That they produce the ſavoury Fruits of a more 
indeared hankering after Him, Dependence on 
Him, Refignation to Him, and a holy Longing 
that his own moſt wiſe and good Will may be ac- 
compliſhed. Mr. T. G. has had a little Impreſ- 
hon made upon him by his Journey, and got Cold, 
which hath not yet left Him; but we have enjoyed 
bim amongſt us this Day in our praying Work, in 
which yourſelf, and other abſent Friends were re- 
mcembred, So commending you to the Lord, and 
bis gracious Support and Comfort, I remain, &c. 
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1678. 4 To C. E.D. No. 128. 


Often think of you ; and look upon it as a gra- 
cious Dealing of God towards you, not onl 
to prolong your Life to this Age, but alſo, and 
* Aged 65, + Aged 65. chiefly, 


404 LETTERS. 


chiefly, that He hath crowned your old Age with 
an unwearied I endency towards a better Lite than 
you or I have ever yet ſeen, with that Sight which 
we cannot here be capable of. I do hear fome- 
times by one or another, both of your being in the 


Land of the Living, and that you walk as becomes | 


en aged Diſciple of Chriſt; zdorning the Go'yel 
you profeſs with a Converſation ſuitable thereunto, 
The laſt Time I heard from you was by our good 
Friend Mrs. Stubs, who was here but a few Days 
before her Huſband, that holy and laborious M;- 
niſter of Chriſt, took his Leave of her; breathing 
forth his laſt Farewel to this preſent World; and 
to that Body of Clay, in which he had ſerved 
Chriſt, for gaining of Souls into his #lock, through 
a long Tract of Years, diligent (I hope profper- 
Ing) 1n the great Embaſiage which the great Shep- 
herd employed him in. His Death was much be- 
wailed by many (eſpecially by them that bett knew 
_ his Worth) as a great Loſs to, the Intereſt and 
Cauſe of Chriſt, both in City ard Country. The 
Lord in Mercy, raiſe up more Supplies of lice 
Sincerity, Diligence, and Faithfulneſs in the Lord's 
Vineyard. Dear Couſin, the Lord is pleaſed to 
uſe many Ways and Means to cauſe us to maxe 
the utmoſt Improvement of Seaſons and Opportu- 
nities of Grace, and gives many Motives thereto; 
amoneft which this is one, That the Prophets co 
. not hve for ever; and therefore Fe requires us to 
make Speed, while the Day of Grace, and while 
the T'ime of Life continues ; that we may not be 
found naked and unready, when our Sun.mons 
from hence, by Death, ſhall be ſent us. 1 have 
not arrived to the Length of your Days, but the 
Effeas cf old Ape are much upon me, and the 
Shadows of the Evening have bz<gun to appear; 
therefore as it is always, fo eſpecially is it necoſe! 
for you and me, who are almoſt at the uimoit 
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Bounds of our Time, to look into, and much to. 
ftrive after the real and eilential Parts of Godalinets; 

which lies much in this; To ponder the Corrup- 

tion of our own Nature, and the Contradiction 
that it ſtands in, to the pure Nature of God, and 

his revealed Will; till we arrive at ſuch a Self- 

baorrence, and Deſpair of any Relief, which we 

can derive from whatever we are, or whatever we 

can do, as of ourſefyrs; that we may betake our- 

ſelves entirely and perfectly to the Grace revealed 

in Chrift; caſting our Anchor of Hope there, and 

ticre only; flying to the Merits of Chriſt, aud 
his ſingle Righteouſncets; in the Virtue, and under 
th: Covering whereof, to appear before Him, when 
all Fleth ſhall ftand and receive their unalterable 
dentence : That then we may have the comforta- 
ble Happineſs of that gocd Word, There 5 no C:n- 
denmation to thoſe that are in Chrijt, 1 cannot, at 
preſent, acd more, only tais; Let none of your 
paſt or preſent Troubles, of what Kind ſcever, 
hinder your rejoicing in your gracious God and 
daviour, who hath fed you all your Life long ; and 
will be your God, and your Guide, and (as I am 
abundantiy perſuaded you will ind Him, according 
to all that He hath promiſed) your exceeding great 
Reward, when the Dzys of Reſt and endlets Re- 
freſhing ſhall come. To his giacious Guidance I 
commit you, and to the comfortable Fellowſhip of 
lis holy Spirit. I pray for you, and defire to be 
rmembred alſo by you , in yourPrayers unto the 
God of all Grace; even our own God and Father : 
Under whoſe Wing I deſire to leave you, and 
—_ We. | 


I081. 


406 LETTERS. 
168r, * To C. EF, D. No. 129. 


"N OD has been pleaſed to continue your Life 
unto a great Length of Days; and though 

your outward Man hath b2en withering (yet, blz{1:q 
be God, I perceive) your inward Man hati been 
aſſitted by his good Spirit hitherto, to make a hap. 
_ Þy Voyage to the Haven of true Reſt, The Lord, 
m Mercy, accompany you through the remaining 
Part of your Voyage, till you enter ſafely into the 
Harbour, and are ſettled in the Manſions which 
Chriſt is gone before to prepare for you. I haye 
myſelf much Inarmity 'of Body, and am in daily 
Combat with the Corruption and Vileneſs of my 
own Heart; from which, I hope, through the | 
Riches of free Grace, to be ere long delivered: 
And I have an abundant Hope as to the fame, con- 
cerning yourſelf, Fix your Eye upon the great 
Mediator, caſt yourſelf wholly upon Him ; for hz 
will never leave you, nor forfake you. One Jay's 
Communion with God, without all Sin, in that 
heavenly Country, will make you full amends for 
all the Difgcultics you have paſled through in your 
earthly Pilgrimage. And though I am not lik to 
fee you in this World, I hops, through the Grace 
of the everlaſting Covenant, to fee you where 
there will be neither Sin, nor old Age, to molcit 
either you or me any more. Dear Couſin, the 
Arms of Divine Love, Grace, and Mercy, be cot- 
tinually embracing you, I can now add no more; 
but do commend you into the Hands of that God, 
whoſe I am perſuaded you are, and whom you 
ſerve. My affetionate Reſpcts to yourſelf, and 
all your Rclations, and that Seed of God whict 
he hath been pleaſed to plant in your Neig bour- 
hood. I remain your affe&ionat? Kinſman, and 


Brother in Chriſt. 
1682, 
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LETTERS, 407 
1682. * To B. D. No. 130. 


F Received your's from Turbridge Tells; and T 

think, thoſe who adviſe you to be as little 
thoughtful as you can while you drink the Waters, 
do give you friendly Advice. It may much concur 
to your Health, to be rather chearful, than to be 
ſerious in the Uſe of them; for I know you have 


that Matter within you (through the Riches of _ * 


Grace) to render you chearful in the Lord. We 
muſt remember, our Bodies, as well as our Souls, / 
are redeemed; and the very Body of a Believer is | 
Chriſt's more than his own; and what you do for | 
the Support of the mere Body is acceptable to God, 
and eſpecially under that Infhrmity which you chiefly | 
went thitirer for. T'he Lord bleſs the Means which - 
his Providence hath directed you to, and be always 
with your Spirit, &c, En RO Tee 
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Speeches and Prayers 


Mr. cen DORNEY 


In his laſt S1ckNess, 


From the 11th of MARCH, 168? to the 
-- 26th of -APRIL tollowing ; 
When he dieds Being the 70th Year of his Age, 


| od | Am paſling, and I long to paſs,” [mean ng 


through Death, ] -© 0” Faith, Faith, That 
« would bring down Heaven to Earth, and Carry 
© the Soul up to Heaven.” 

© I would willingly c zo out of Sclf, and nlace the 
« ' Soul wholly 1 in God; He calls me to come away, 
© faying, Come up hither.” 

**To a Friend aſking whether Satan troubled him; 
bs anſwered, © No not at all; Chriſt doth not ſuf- 
« fer him ſo. much as to peep in.” 

To the ſame, ſayinir. What Counſel would you 
ive us? His Anſwer was,* Give up yourſelycs 
to God perfealy; walk in the pureſt, ſtriQeſt, 
<loſeſt Converſe with Hint. Be in the Life and 
Power of Holineſs; and that will ſteel the Soul 
againſt all Temptations and Difficulties. And 
let Things be tranſacted throughly betwixt (3od 
and the Soul, as if you were to appear preſently at 

the Bar of Chriſt, And Jet this be done incel- 
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t@ deny his Bleſſing upon the Means for your Re- 
covery, and you are not like to continue. long with 
us: He replied, © Bleſſed be the Lord, Blefted be 
© the Lord; it is. ſome Refreſhment to me to think 


© near at Hand, The Saints and People of God 
« that ever lived, except Enoch and Elijah, paſſed 
through Death, and it is needtul it ſhould be ſo; 
« for then all Dirt and Filth will be carried off.” 

And to one ſpeakingto him of a c60.1Centcienee, 
he faid, © Ah, how many are there that are now 
{ laying in Matter, that will bz one Day Wring- 
"ing of Hands, and Diſtreſs of Heart unto them. 
* Oh my unchangeable (God! blefied be his Name, 
' that ever He treated with me, and that He gave 
' me Time and Grace to tranſact Things b=twixt 
Him and me; and though now I can do little, 
Tam perſuaded He loves me, becauſe He hatn 


\ made me to. love Him. TI have received a Sen- 


© tence of Death in myſeit, and I wholly acquieſcz 
in God's VWill therein; vet if it pleaſe Him that 
' I ſhould live any longer, I defire it may be with 
' ereater Spirituality, and more in the Life and 
Power of Holineſs: For I would not live one 
Moment longer than I may ſignify ſomething ; for 
in the Cafe I am now in, I lignify very little. TI 
am in Deaths often, and which will be the con- 
\ cluding one I know not.” _ _ 
| He farther took Occaſion © to complain of the 
* Formality. and unedifying Walk of Chriftiaps, 
| their not prefling on after ſpiritual Things, their 
* not favouring of the Things of God when they 
* mect one with another;* exhorting them that were 
* then preſent, © that they would more value Con- 
* verſe with- ſuch . as are truly Godly: For, (faid 
' he) if I am of another Country, I ſhould value 
' tie Society of thoſe of the ſame Country. As, 
3 2 whiic 
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:To; the «ſame again, ſaying; Sir, God .ſeems 


© that the comfortable Minute of my iliding offis fo. 
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while I was in France, when I faw an Engiij;. | 
man, 1 preſently got acquainted," and was glad ty 
diſcourſe with him of the Things relating to our 
own Country. Now, thoſe that obey the hich 
Goſp<]-Call, they enter into another Country ; 
out of the Power of Satan, into Chriſt's Kino- 
dom ; and their Converſe ſhould be with Relation 
to their glorious Country:* * And he added, 
that there ought, among Chriſtians, to be Open- 
 Heartedneſs in the Spirit of Grace, and a Com- 
munication of ſome good Thing, when and 
wherever they meet each other, And, with 
Reſpect to a particular Congregation, he prayed 
for them in this Manner, © The Lord kcep them 
* in the Faith of the Goſpel, and in a ſteady 
Union one with another ; and that they may have 
God's Appearance among them in his own Power, 
to kcep that Limb of Chrift alive, ſaved frcm 
Divifion and Pollution, with Wiſdom and Truth | 
in the inward Parts, that they may be a ſweet 

Bundle unto God.” 8 | 

Jarch 16. To one that came to viſit him, he 
began to weep, but preſently checked himſelf, and | 
faid; * Theſe are not the fears of Grief, but of 

bodily Weakneſs only ; or rather, Tears of Joy. 
L am very ſick, but have no Sorrow. I would 
" be uncloathed, that I might be cloathed upon, 
' that Mortality may be ſwallowed up of Lite. 
And Oh! that it might be now, now.” 

March x79. To one ſaying to him, Sir, you 
are going to Heaven before us; which will be 
your Gain, but our Loſs : He replied, © If my 
© Gain thereby were not a thouſand "Times more 
« than your Loſs, the Change that the Scripture 
< ſpeaks of would be but an inconfiderable 'T hing; 
© however, My God will ſupply all your Needs,” He 
Further ſaid, * I am as a Traveller,* who ſee my 
© Home a little before me 3 which makes my Eve- 
ning 
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© ning a {ſweet Morning to,me. $5. To one. taking 
leave of him, he faid,* The Lord's Bleſhng be 
« upon you;z we here take leave one of another, 
© but ſhortly there will be no more taking Leaves; 
© and the next Viſit, on the other | Sie of the 
« Voyage, will be with another Kind of Luſtre.” 
March 19. He defired that Jab xiv. and IJatah 
xxX1i1, might be read to him; which being done, 
he ſaid, .* I am going toward the Bars ,of Death, 
© blcfſed be the Lord; yet a little while, &c,' And. 
« demanding what of the Clock it was ? It; being 
© told him, he ſaid ; How flow do the Hours paſs! 
© I ſpeak as one that would fain have time to haſten 
© on; I would fly outof Time. And to another, 
ſpeaking of the Joys of Heaven he vas drawing 
near unto, he ſaid, © I would be in them, I would be 
<jn them.” To a Friend that was to watch with *' 
him that Night, h2 ſaid, * You are come to give + 
© me your helping Hand, your Chriſtian Hand, ; 
* at the going over the lait Stile; I thank you; TI : 
* know that there is a Glory that will fallow this 
« Darkneſs.? : Re Ras 
March 20. He ſaid, * The Grave 1s ready far 
© me, and I for it, bleffed be God ; and Oh! with 
« what Welcome is it to me? How do I delight 
*init? Oh, General Aſſembly, and Church of tbe 
© Fiift-born, which are written in Heaven; and God, 


© the Tudge of all, and the Spirits of Fuſt Men made 


perfect, that 4 &m giaing to be with! Chrilt hath 
© ſtopped the Viouth ofthe roaring Adverſary | mean- 
© INg Satan ] that he doth not incumber-me in the 
* leaft ; and though I have. the ſame Matter within 
* me as others have, yet Chriſt holds him faſt, thas | 
© he hath no Power at all to, trouble me. «© * 

Aarch 21, Speakinz to a Friend, he ſaid, © I-am 
* like one hurrying towards the Head- Duarters ; 1 
* Jong vehemently to be gone out of this. preſens 
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I (er and -that-God would. ſay imto me,” Cem 
*, Aways: Come away, Come -up-hither »[th C74 
March 22... In the Morning he defired John « 


. to. be read; and at thoſe Words concerning the 


Change of a hew- born. Soul; he faid, * There lies 
..the Touch.” And at the two laſt Verſes, he fafd, 
.* There is the Clinch.” After that, he proceeded 
| to. ſpeak to this EffeR,. ©. Ever fince the Lord, in 


+ his free Grace, took, hold of my. Heart, .L have had 
« a ſincere Reach after Him, and'a Love to Him, 
< and Þ have not dallieq with Him. -I have in ſome 
* Meaſure walked before Him'in Truth, now thee 


' © Scoresof Years; and he hath made me to find ng 
© Eaſe, norto take any Reſt any wherc. but in him- 


« ſelf, and in. being. near to Him,;. and what I have 
'+ done all along, hath been in. Truth, and with an 


: upright Heart. God and I were, both agreed; 


* He mine, and 1 his; his Concerns I took to be m 
+: Concerns, and mine were his z and I could never 
* take Content in any Thing but in Him, 1 could 
« get no. Comfort,.in. any Duty, in any Pra yer, in 
* any. Ordinance, but. in getting nigh to Him, in 
reigning up my ſclf to Him, in clofing with Him, 
in Having. My: DQul brought over to his 


7 Wit” 


Nhn4: He faid, © I know the Lord had me; 
* I can do but little, but yet 1 love Him.” 


POR 1682. March 26. . He ſaid, « What a poor piti- 


* ful hingisa dying Creature.? ? 'Fhere 1s no Death 


L SA ring; one good Lift would ſet me free from 
s 
Harch 27. He ſaid, * L am ablelar ax as one out of 
© the World; 1 cannot manage my Thoughts. 
Aar ch, Is | Finding himſelf very weak, ; 4 ſaid, 


* Thus a, poor Life 's. Incttyg bleſſed be God, Lam 


A, as an. Hireling, drawing, towards the Evening of 
* the Day. Whatſhall I ay } When, when, when, 
« when?” With: Dis - - E308: Jooking by - 
| þri 


| Dying Spteches and Projers. = yng 
+ Aprit 3; Herfaid thus, * E havetlietrſo many Days 


© and fo many Nights,” and. the Days) have” been 
© even as'Nights to a' poor dead” Thing ;- bat'1 be- 
+ Heve alt is in Love, in'tender Love. ©T have been 
© taught in the 'Goſpel GotP's free Grace itt Chriſt, 
Tt and I faſten and cling on that, which is all I can 
6 do..:\] languiſtrin Pain : Here artall'the Tokens 
_. © ofa Diſſolution, and yetno Diſſolution ;' arid how 
. + long the'Lotd may continue me thus;-I know not, 
© butthe:Lord:is with;*t 00 hn no Wins 
To fome Friends near him he faid, 1 defire you to 
« wares the Lord for me, that he would give me a 
fit Meafure of ſuitable Grace; and' that he would 
« preſerve and continue it, 1 earneſtly deſire you to 
+ pray, that I may be preſerved fo as to:db nothing 
* unbecoming my dear Lord.” 'Fhen he proceeded 
further to ſay, * Chriſt wilt loſe none- of his; He 
* ranſacks Mowen and Earth, rather than any one 
© of his ſhall mifcarry; 'yea, it would pain him to 
© loſe any Part of his Fleſh. | I hzve been like 
:* Torah, in the Whatle's Belly, now for many Days.” 
'Again hefaid, © Chriſtians are never more like them - 
3 ſelves, than”: when'-they are in' Converſe about 
+ Spiritual Things, Things above; and there are 
© no Relations to be compared with Spiritual Rela- 
* tions.” "After that he ſaid, * The Lord "hath 
* made my Body unfit for the Means applied for' it's 
+ Cure.? -» Fo cone ſpeaking to him, Sir,. You are 
going "to-a Bleſſed Eternity ; and. what. would you 
have vs.to do' in this wicked World? He''replied . 
* Get znto @ holy God,” | - 
_ April 5. He expreſſed himſelf thus ; © I ſhall have 
© Liberty, I ſhall have Liberty'; Good, 'go0d, pood 
* is th2 Lord: Theſe' Things will have at End, 
* they-will have an End ?* After that he would' have 
Joby iv.-read! to hint; which; when 'read; he ſaid, 
+ The Lord- help me to'ponter-tt.* \ After which, 
he would have* Jabhwv/read ;' © For (f4td he) aff i 
KEN ; | * goo 
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© good News;* . Which, being read, | he deſired, in 
like Manner, the 6th. Chapter following to be read 
over; after waich he ſpake thus, © Here we ſee 
© what a great deal of Work our Lord did in a little 
© Time; take him for your Example : Be nimble 
« in your Actings in getting him to be yours, — 
* You ſee the Caſe of a dying Friend : I have en- 
« deavoured, that to me to [ve might be Chriſt, and, 
© to be found in him, both in Life, and in Death, 
© I defire that you (ſpeaking -to Friends ſtanding 
© about him) will make it your Requeit, that I 
* may never be aſhamed of my, Hope, and that [ 
E may have an abundunt Entrance gruen me tits the 
everlaſting Kirgdom : And the like | pray for all 
© the -new-born of Code eo: | 
April 11. He ſpake to a Friend near him thus; 
There will be great Doings ſhortly; Ged will be 
known as he is.—Look up and pray to God, that 
T may have ſome diſtinct Thoughts in Confidera- 
tion, ſuch as may be profitable.” 
April 13. He ſaid, © I have none but thyſelf, O 
« Lord; How long, how long?” 
_ April 14. In the Afternoon he groaned much in 
his Sleep; and awaking, ſaid, © I have had ſome 
* Trouble in my Spirit. This beſ: tting dogging 
« Enemy [meaning Satan] 'would mike me very 
wretched, and ſo] aw. Upon which one by him 
replied, It is recorded in Scripture, My Covenant 
mill I] net break, &c. And he ſaid, * I kncw he 
© will not: But this Enemy fo haunts and harrafts 
* me, that when I begin to hx my Thou, .cs on 
© any good Thing, -he diſtrubs me, that I cannet. 
« maintain my Communion with God as I would. 
To D. P. his Phyfician, telling him that God 
ſeemed n::w to be taking of him away, he preſent- 
ly replyed, © Blefled be his haly Name, he leaves 
© me not; and he will never leave me.” And he 
« further {aid ta him, © ] thank you for Jour great 
= | « Kindnels; 
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Kindneſs; the Lord return it tor you, giving you. 


© his very, Heart.” After that he' ſaid, * T have 


heard and read much of Death, and the Atten- 


+ dants of it; and now 1 come to experience the 
« very thing itſelf, even what that great Change is.” 


To another dear Friend he ſpake thus, © It would 
« bea great Sight toffee too mighty Angels engaging | 


ance on the one dide, 


« together, having equa] Afiſtanc | 
and on the other: But what will it be to fee the 


© God of Angels ſetting all his glorious Retinue in 


© Battle Array? This ere Jong will be ſeen; and 
© the Goſpel will not be handled only in Pulpits as 
© now, but the Glory of it will ſhine far and near; 
| filling the whole World, with its Luſtre,” 


April 15. Jn the Morning he uttered himſelf 


© thus, I le at Eaſe, and my Soul ſhall dwell at 


© Faſe. If the Lord would have me continue in - 


© this World to be the laſt Man that ſhould ſuffer 


© in it © would through his Divine Grace and Help, 
* willingly ſubmit to his Will therein, | However, if 
* it might be, I have an earneſt Longing to haye 


© now Diſmiſſion given me into the other World.* 
In the Afternoon” of that Day, aboi:s Two of the 


Clock, he began, as was obſerved, to ſpeak more 


diſtintly, and with ſuch an. even audible Voice, 


that what he ſaid was thus Word for Word, noted 
down as he ſpoke it . * Oh, how good is it to - 


[5 into God ! How good is it to have all the 
© Terms of the Covenant of Grace ratified between 


© Grd and the Soul! Lord, let thy Righteouſneſs be' 
* my Lodging, my Delight, my Foy ; let mc have 
* fweet and intimate Communion with thee. - Thow 
* haſt called me, O Lord: I come to thee, O Lord, 


I come to thee ; let all the Grace promiſed to thy 


* People, in this Paſſage, be given to me. Temp-' 


* tations are'many, Vanities are many ; away with. 


* them, becauſe Chriſt came to remove all Vanit ” 
* to remoye all Fin, Oh let thy Truth, let -the' 


« dealing 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


*©'Sealing of thy Word be-to my Soul as refreſhing 
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4 
© Waters of Life! Oh for ſolid Acquaintance with 
© thee, intimate Communion with thee, as between 
<©'x Father anda Son; as between thee, and one 
* that 1s thy Child begotten of thee ! Now, at the 
«| End of all Things, Oh, ſhine forth ! Tempta- 


©. tions will beworking whatſoever they can ; Now, 


+: Lord, (glorify thy abounding Grace ;: Now, Q' 
© Lord, let the Grace of: Chriit. ſhine like a Burn- 
* ing Lamp: Now, let me be as one climbing up 
6 to the Top of the Mount. Be with me, and 
© with them I leave behind:; and let them be found 
<. m thee in the Day of Chriſt And Oh, let the 
* Majeſty, Greatneſs, 'and Solemnity of Spiritual 
* Things be kept up in the World; and Jet Chriſt 


© reign, and be very conſpicuous, and his People 


< uſo; and'Jet him fave his Church, and redeem 


© it: Bewith all thine, I cannot pray as I ſhould: 


| <, But witt not Thou who openefſt the Mouth, 2nd 


<. filleſt the Heart, wilt not Thou who knowelt 
© thine own Mind and W1l}, wilt not Thou ac- 
© compliſh all the Defigns of thy Grace to thy own 
© Glory, and fulfil the Deſires of a]l that fear I hee, 
© and all in Chriſt ?? NT ages Ea 0c03 

© My own God, my own God (and may I have 
© no other God but Thee) My pracious God, now 
© he with me. Lord, what Thou doſt mean reveal 
* to me in thy good Time, and let me be of fore 
* Significancy for Thee, fome Way. Here | am 
* even bound up having no Strength, no Capacity, 


© Ff I am for another World, reveal thy Mind. 
+ Nowl am incapacitated, I cannot think "Thoughts 


s conſiſtent one with another; I am as one 1 a 
© oreat Part dead al] the while I live: But, Lord, 
< let me bea [iving Server of Fhee, who wilt have 
« living Service from all thine. + O Lord, be the 
© Conductor, the near Conductor of them I leave 


\ © behind me, Carry my Yoke-felloww in thine own 


« Arms, 


« Arms, and our Off5pring with her ; and be with 


< my'-gracious Friends-whom ..P'hou':haſt made fo 


«tender of .me; and Jet them be glorious, in this 
© World, in Holineſs, and þe- bound up with Thee 
« for ever in the Covenant of Grace, into which 
© 'Fhou haſt called them. Let my poor Friends 


«© that have loved me, and have ſeen but little 


© Grace, (ſomething, it may be they have ſeen, 


« thro! thy Gooducis) themſelves be bleſſed with 


«© more... Oh be with them, and make them grow 
© abundantly! Let thy Glory ariſe, haſten it; 


« let the Kingdom of Chriſt be exalted. Oh that _ 


© the Days of this Darkneſs may be blown away | 
© and./let there be a mighty Coming in of Truth, 
« Holineſs, Sincerity, and ſpiritual Light and Mani- 
« feftation, that there may be a thorough Child- 
© like Spirit in all thy Children. 1 defire all theſe 
« Petitions in Truth, Let thy People be the 
* Wiſdom, the Truth, the Joy of the Earth. Be 
* with me, and be with all thine ; and this I beg 
© in the Lord Jeſus. Lot thy good Spirit come 
* upon all thine; Oh, glorify Thylſelf now and 
ever  Oh,.let thy good Will: be done! Oh, 
© let thine: own Will be done! Let my Will 
* follow. thy Will, as the Thread follows the Nee- 
* die; and let it be fo eternally. Let my Soul be- 
© lieve that every Word which Thou haſt ſpoken 


* may not the flow Coming on now make haſte ? 
* Oh, Why. may not the Growth of ſpiritual 
* Wiſdom be ſprouting forth with ' great Improve- 
* ment, as being the very Operation of the Spirit? 
* Why. may not Love to: Thee come and caft: a 
* damp upon all other Loves? Why may not the. 
* Obſervation of that Love Thou ſhewelt me .:be 
*- powerful, and . transforming to-my Soul? Why 
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* ſhall be accompliſhed. "Thou wilt never leave, _ 
* till Thou haſt made thy Name conſpicuous, and 
* all thy People to rejozce. Oh why, why, why 


———— - -_— 
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© ſhould I hold back? Lord, I am not ſan&iked 
© in the Degree Thou uſeſt Means for. Oh, «that 
© I might have more of the Spirit; much, much 
more; and may fee the Power of. God from 
© Heaven mightily changing me. Oh, let not 
« thy Spirit be wanting 1 Oh, Tet Truth and 
© Power be-given in| O God, fill the World 
< with thy Spirit; that thy Work may be done 
« effcEtually, efftectually. On, let there be a 
© Nearneſs between "Thee, and t;> Souls of thy 
© People! Oh that That dull Spirit in Religion 
* may never come into the World again, a God- 
* provoking Tempcr of Soul! Oh, that thy 
< People may judge of their Love to Thee by the 
© very Qut-goings of their Souls to Thee; and 
S account nothing a Token of Love to Thee, un- 
< leſs the Soul be, as it were, in ſome Surprizes of 
© being thine, joined to Thee perfectly ; as if it 
« were about to be carried out of the World, 1 
© have been too much like a J/intry, dry Branch; 
< 'Oh haſten a Sprizg. Time in one World or ano- 
© ther, Thou haſt given me Truth m the 1vard 
* Parts, T bleſs Thee; but there is no Return 1- 
< {ſwerable thereto, I wait now, I wait every Day 
< and every Night; a poor Waiter | am : O Lord, 
© be found; Oh, let God be glorified! Oh that 
* I might ſee Religion to be Something ! I have 
« profelied Religion Scores of Years, one after 
.another ; and yet to have got no more of the Glory 
of the Grace of that Religion doth {methinks) im- 
« port, that the Devil hath a ſtrange debilitating 
© Power; but God is pleaſed to ſuffer him to puta 
© Slur upon the Glory of Chriſt's Church in the 
© Life of Grace, and to make the Way of God 
« ſeem not ſo exceedingly different from the Wiy 
* of Fleſh as itis; and all this for Trial, ans all 
© this for Shame, when the Eyes of the ſpiritual 
« Mind are a little opened. Ot., when a littie 9a- 
557+ 3 hh = tisfaction 
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c tisfation is got, | that there is Truth of Grace, 
© how doth a ſeduced Soul wrap itſelf up with all 
« Security in the Thought, That it is ſafe; and 
« doth not make out for a greater Progrels in Grace 
© and Holineſs. And it God ſhould leave that 
« Soul at laſt, under thoſe terrible Trials that may 
© ariſe from thence, it may ſhake, and put it into 
© 4 terrible Conſternation. Alas! never can I fly 
« zoo” far from that devouring Lion; never can [ 
© fly too ſoon,” — - | | | 
April 16. * Ah ſweet Grave, where I ſhall not 
© need any cooling Drink 1? Being ſpoken to by 
a near Friend, 'in theſe Words, I hope, the Lord 
will give you ſome ſuch Proſpect of Himlelt as He 
did to Stephen, when he was leaving the //orld: 
He replied, + I have a little Siznt of Him, and I 
« find no dark Paſlage to the Enjoyment of Him.” 
To another Friend he faid, * He, that hath you 
© by the Hand, will never leave you.' To a near 
Relation he ſpake thusz * Say to your Soul, I 
+ have a Fountain that will never dry up. 44 
© Lines are fallen'ta me in 'a pleajaut Place ; yea, 1 
© have a geodly Heritage. There thould be fre- 
© quent reverent Fondnefſes between God and us, 
© as in Children towards their Parents.” He far- 
* ther declared, * that though he had an earneft 
{ Defire to be gone hence, yet if the Lord pleaſed, 
© he could be Tontent and willing to be the laſt Man 
© in the Brunt of Suffering for his Sake and Name 
* in this World;* or Words to that Effect. Again 
he ſaid, * O Lord, Come quickly, come quickly ; an- 
* [wer me by 'Thyſelf, My wite God is {till plea- 
* ſed to continue me, though there are no Signs 
* of a Reſerve for further Service to Him in this 
* World, I bleſs the Lord for his Goodneſs to- 
* wards me, "Phe Conſolation of God is no ſmall 
© Thing ; it is no ſmall Thing, it is ſtrong Conſo- 
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© Jation; the Conſolation of Chriſt n a great 
c 5s x king.” | 


faying, that he was going to viſit a Perſon of Ho. 
ROUT, he ſpake to this Effe&t; * Pray remember 


; 
«. dyvel] for ever,” 


_6ril 18, In the Morning he ſpake, ſaying, 
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« 


h? ſaid, * The Captive ſhall return, there will bz 


c 
c 
6 
5 
- 


f:tch'd a deep Groan ; and with his Eyes lifted up, 
and his Right Hand firerched forth (as if the Pains 
of as 1h were upon him) he ſaid, « Sharp and 


C 


after he faid, © Lord, let me not die with any 


c 
c 
. 
c 
(4 
« 
C 
4 
c 
Cc 
s 


not any 
Guilt be in me, Let there be upon my Will 


the Apomnics of Death be too terrible ; let not the 
 tempeſtuous Billows of it be too terrible to me, 


Abril” 17. A Friend at taking his Leave of Him, 


me to my Lord ; and tel! bis that ] am an Fx. 
pectant, hoping for a Meeting, where we may 


Q Lerd, how do I paſs through Nights and 
Days! O wiſe God, "Ind doſt thou [ ſpeaking | 
to himſelf] account Him fo? Lord, make ms 
to account: I hee wiſe; and good I. ord, Mardon 
me, and receive me. O happy Day that is co- 
ming; O blefied Day that is coming: I pit 
through Death unto -Eternal Life.” Aﬀeer that 


no more Captivity. O ſweet Redemption | Much | 
of our Heaven here lies even in that Jittle Tull 
we have about it; and yet when we ſyeai a 
Word of it, we ha ve [Carce a I honght juital?> 
to the rentals of it.” Sorce Space after he 


welcome, Sharp and welcome.” "And a while 


Guilt upon me; but leave it all behind, Oh, 
let not ay Sin reriain in me unrepented of. Let 
oncurrence of Heart with the Jeal: 


an Edge of Hatred againſt every Sin : Create it 
in me now. Thou canſt make me to delight 1n 
T hat which 1s contrary to my own Will. Oh, 
let thy will be pleaſing to me, and let my Wi Nl 


be every way according to. thy Will, Let not 


nvr 
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© nor to any of the Race Thou halt redeemed from 
Death, Let the Aranzes of Death be even plea- 
* ſing to me in Chriſt.. Oh, the bitter Cup, the 
© untpeakable Anger of: God 1 (We have not 
© drunk of it) O the intolerable //+ath of God, 
© borne by that Zan! [meaning Jeſus Chriſt] © 
© the woful Travel of Chriſt | We have diſcerned 
© and laid to Reart but a little of it; and that hath 
* made Repentance flight, and hol Care trivial. 
© And now, O Lord, thou reckoneſt with me, 
© for Undervaluing of that bloody Agony: Lord, for- 
* cive me my Guilt in tais Thing, 1 have not 
© hen a Chriſtien in Earneft as I ought. Oh! Fe 
© that made Himſelf the Bottom of all Sorrow, he 
© ſuFered infinitely. Oh, ſuch a Redeemer, Oh, 
© ſuch. a Redeemer ! Ala; ! How unſuitable have I 
© been to Him! Lord, pardon my Unluitableneſs; 
© | have been as a Beaſt before thee: I have not 
© come up to the Call of that unutterable Grace 
* And now, O Lord, I cannot itand in w_ Battle; 
(I cannot, Roy hs Arrows of Dcath ſtick in my 
(Fl:#h; anl I cannot bear it without oreat Con- 
©cuſtions of 5oul within me, But O! O! © 
(thou wao art tas Gal of all Grace, who 
' hat ſet up a Kirzdom of Grace, and art, the 
© Head of that Kingdom, S thou now pleaſed to 
ew thy Gly. Make Death ſweet, make the 
 Tendencies to Death ſweet, make every Step.to 
{ Deliverance a pleaſing otep, O my God, Save 
' thy VTarm, ſave thy Worm, O my God, accor- 
( ding to thy Promiſes made to Faced, I Reds e:<CH 
© what the ford will lay; he will ſpeak Peace in the 
© Blood of Jeſus. * O71 me O Lord, own me to 
* be thy Friend; Yes, ſay to me, as thou ſpakeſt of 
© Abraham, T hou art my Friend. Dolt thou love 
*me? Dolt thou at this Time love me with thy 
' X00 Teart, and with thy wwhels Sou! ? Doft thou 
.K-2 £ love 
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inward, intenfe Love? With an Infiniteneſs he. 


ment; with me as to my preſent Cate and Con- 


love me morethan thy neareſt and deareſt Friend? 
Than thoſe intimate Relations here, that conti- 
nue with me in my Tribulation ? With a more 


yond all theſe? Lord, let me know, that thou 
loveſt me in very Deed ; let me know, that 7zhy 
knoweſt me by Name ; let me know, that thou haſt 
an Eye upon me, more than Do&tors and Friends, 
Ict me know, that every Act of thine towards 
me is the Effect of thy Love. Love me, Oh 
now, with.thy whole Heart; * Oh, make me to 
believe it. Help me to apprehend, that thou dof 
take Notice of me, and art with me every Mo- 


cernment, It is dead Friendſhip when Friends 
can neither hear nor fee one another ; but ſure 
there is another Friendſhip between thee and thine, 
and thou ſtandeſt in the neareſt Relations to them, 
Art not thou my Father © (Hath not the Church 
ſaid fo, :O Lord, Thou art our Father * ? ) Thou 
art my #yfpand, my Fried; and art not afha- 
med to be called my Brother : (21 wonderful! 
Thou begatteft me, 1 ara born of Thee, Lord, 
\W hat ſhall I do with the ereat I hings cf the 
Goſpel, if Uhcu doſt not give forth the Spirit 
of Faith? O Lord, wilt not Thou, who at 
Truth, who art Life, wilt not Thou take the 
great Work of making my Religion pradcal 
upen Thee? Thou canit make it to be in Power 
and Truth unto me, ſo as may anſwer the. very 
Dtfign "Thou aimett at, I have been praying 
through the Days of thy drawing me after I hee, 
Q Lord, I would come to that Kind of Praying 
whiteT am here in the World, as might be a 
lovely Copy of that Praying, of that Converle 
that v/ill be with Thec in Heaven, Will Prayea 
altogether 


% 
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«altogether ceaſe in Heaven? No ſurely, Lord, 

« glorify Thylelf, glorify Thyfelf ; glorified 'be 
« God, Oh then; Oh that the very Life and 
* Sout of that State may now be begun ! On 
« that T might haſten to that State! 'I hou de- 
« tainelt me here in thy Wiſdom,. I would 'g9 
unto Thee, and- into that Life which will moiſt 
© plorify Thee eternally. I would go where Laſs: .- 
© 1s, and no Death. TI would go where-the fulleſt 
© Expreſion' of the Power of Grace overcoming 
© dinners may be openly manifeit 417 me; even 211. 
© me, who am a poor Mertal, There are many 
© Things which I have found here, that are only 
( Likenefies to pure Likeneſs to TT nee; and here 
{ ] have Joſt wofully my Way: Lord, open it. 
© The Heart is deccitful above all Things, and it 
© witl have it's Working one Way or other ; but, 
Lord, 1 would go where there is Purity without 
' Imparity: I would be with Thee, Lord; for 
' then I can ſpzak to Thee in Thine own Lan- 

( evape better.” | 
About 'T'vo of the Clock that Day in the After- 
hoon, he furtaer extended his Specch, as followeth, 
© The old World will be the old FYerld fill, it will 
' remain to Eternity; it will be only, tranſiated 
© rom hence, vwhere-it received it's Curſe, .to Fell, 
to be in Chains of Darkneſs for ever: But all the. 
' redcemed Number ſhall be infſtated in their Pala- 
* cs of Glory, I am in the very Period of ſeemmg 
' i/onders : 1 am in the very Period of viewing Deati 
* and Life. T am under ſome Sufferings, and they 
* ſhall be ſweet. And (ſpeaking to himſelf) he faid, 
* Thou ſhalt lie down in thy Bed.” And then ſpeak-' 
ng to God, * Thou wilt not throw me into the 
Grave in Anger: Thou wilt put meinto the Grave: 
* Thou wilt not ſay, Slzeþ there in Death; thou 
' wilt fay, Sleep there a little, till the Indignation be 

' er-faſt; 1ill that is «arg en thee for Sin, which 
WW was 
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(vas pronounced; and then: that which paſſed art 
from Gori ſbail alſo paſs from Thee. Lord, thay 
wilt not be unfaithful ro thy Word, | God co. 
not lie; God. cannot forget to be gracious: He 
cannot forget his own Work. This is that Gy 
I defire to belzeve in, and reſolve eternally to cling 
upon; with the Truth of my whole Heart. I have 
tinned, and thou haſt pardoned me, and javed me 
with a'mighty Hand. Help me in this Hour, 
take away my Fears, The laſt Stroke that will 
be given, will be by the Devil himſelf, becauſe 
It is his laſt Battle; and thou wilt permit him, 
but thou wilt bind him; and when thou haſt 
unclinch'd his Hands, he ſhall never faiten them 
upon me again. He 1s that laſting Enemy which 
attends us from Cenver/ſi9n to Salvation. Lord, 
wilt not thou, who haſt been deſtroying this En- 
mity all along, now cauſe his Enmity to be totally 
and manifeitly deſtroyed? O down with it, down 
] pray thee, with the Strength, the Might, the 
Power of the Life of Sin and Darkneſs. Lord, 
Thou haſt promiſed to ptague Antichrift for ll 
the Plagues with which he hath plagued thine; 
O Lord do "Thou pour out. thy Plagues upon 
him, whilit Thou doſt ſuſtain him to be {:<ht- 
ing his laſt Battle. Let him: fight his Battle; 
\ but let him, O God, drink of the Rivers of thy 
Wrath along with it. Let the Weak overcoine 
the: Strong ; let thy People be Lions, but let 
the Nevil be an enfeebled Enemy. Serve T hy- 
. ſelf of a{/ thy Inſtruments, whatever they are; 
| Lord, let them do the utmoſt Service they are 
. reſpectively capable of. Thy proper [nfiruments, 
Oh, make them glorious, make them glorious 
both in Dxalifications and Aftions : And thol? 
© thatare 7mprofer Inſtruments, that are not Infiru- 
© ments of thy Delight, cauſe them alſo to do ty 

« Wil, in all that Work that is proper for thc 
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© and proper towards thy People, ' for:the Deſigns 
« of thy Glory upon - th:m: +So that the Wor” of 
+ God may thrive in the World, and thy Glory 
© be mightily exalted. O thy Majgfly, thy King- 
« dim, thy Greatneſs and Excellency | Oh, that 
© 'Thou wouldit be wonderfully glorious in thy 
« Attings: Thy Nature is ſo, and thy Actings do 
$.proceed from infinite Excellency and Glory, 
6. Oh, let God be glorified; Oh, let God be glo- 
© rihed. O Lord, thouſands of Kindnefles I have 
had from Thee, and Thou haſt not had from 
me any ſuitable Thanks. O Lord, take me out 
of this Body ; ſend me into the Land of Truth, 
where there is nothing but Party, phe i; and 
Righteouſneſs. Sometimes I begin a little to be 
amazed at my unſuitable Actings towards Thee 
in the Day of Grace : But, Lord, 'Thou wouldft 
carry Things fo, that | might know my Caſe, 
* ſaved by Grace indeed, The beſt of all good 
< Things Thou haſt given me, and Thou haſt 
« preſerved me entire; but alas, I muſt travel] all 
the Way with a dead Carcaſe, and be within the 
Scent, the Stench of it : Ah, woful Savour |! 
And this beſides hath made grievous Havock, 
Thou /ave/t me; and yet I carry that along with 
me that my conſtant De/truftion, as a continual 
Combatant, till I fee thy Salvation, Thou /ve/? 
me all over, and yet hateſt all over the leaft Sin that 
ts in me, And now,- Lord, thou comeit to thew. 
me what the Iffue of theſe Things are. Little 
indeed it is thou ſheweſt me; yet that little is 
glorious. Oh, that the Son of God ſhould come 
into the World, to be joined to me in the neareſt 
 ConjunRion; to aſſume the ſame Nature, and to 
© unite me to Himſelf; that he might diſplay the 
* inſuperable Virtue and Power of his own Righ- 
© teouſneſs, for my -Righteouſneſs, for ny Juſtih- 
© cation! ' We have Reaſon tothink the Heavens 
vi PT will 
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will declare 3t, even this, to Eternity; and this 
I have been made a 'Partaker of Oh, Where 
are they that have the whole Shine of the Grace 


of the Goſpel upon them? Where they arc, 


Thou knoweſt, and every one of thy Number 
ſhall know ; they are not loſt, they are treaſured 
up.” ' Lord help me throughout this hittle Perizd 
of” Suffering, Here I am, feeming to myſelf tg 
be juſt taking. Leave of this poor Body, that 
bath been. wandring up and down ſome Years, 
Dear God, Wilt Thou be pleaſed to help me? 
Tt hou hat. helped me all along; now help mc, 
that I may have ſuch Thoughts as become an 
Fieir of Life ;. that my Faith may not fail, that my 
Soul may not be drfetnie, that my Mind may not 
be dark. Lord fave me from the wonted Afﬀaulis 


of Satan, now that I know not for how mary 


Days, or how many Nights Thou hait defign<d 
me. Dear Lord, let me have thy ſpecial Preſence 
withme, and a Heart formed to thy Contrivarce; 
and let me not contrive for myſelf, IT know not 
the Effcets of this Night, It I ſhall attain tre 
Period of my Days this Night, let it be in Dr- 
vine Reſt, I] have no other Period but to be in 
Ged, to be inChrift, There is no Way to a gocd 
Ive of this Confli, but to overcome by the Blicd 
of the Lamb. Now Ileave myfclf with thee, be 


' with me, and be with all thy dear Zzon : Be with | 
' that beloved Spouſe, whom thou haſt redeemed 
- from the Earth ; and this by means of the Con- 


trivance of thy Grace in Chriſt ; who lives, and 


- will live, and is the Beginning of the Creation of 


Ged, and was ever fo. There 1s a Promiſe cf 


. Fruth ; fulfil it, O God of Truth; Ay Per7ie 


ſhall be all hily: Verify it, O) Ged; verify thin? 
own. Truth; thy Word hath faid it, Ay Pergie 


ſpall he all hely. Lord, thou haſt a People, thou 


haſt ſurely a People, and thy People, thou a” 
| 1&4 
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© ſhall be &nowwn ; or elſe there would be no Diſco- 
« yery of thy 'T ruth in Promiſes, of thy Truth in 
« Threatnings : And O Lord, this thou haſt faid ; 
« that there 1s the greateſt poſſible Difference be- 
« tween thyPeople and their Concerns, and others, 
« Thou wilt be ſingularly Znown in Facob : Now, 
© Lord, be thou pleaſed to make it known that we 
«© are thine; and let it be made known toall. We 
« were tricked and beguiled away from Thee at firſt, 
© but now we are grafted into Life by That, which 
« was no fraudulent Pretence, but a, Reality ; the 
« moſt important Reality that ever Sun, Moon, and 
« Stars ſaw, that ever Angels ſaw: That is the 
© Thing I yearn towards. I reſt me in God here 
© a little While; I am, in the Spirit waiting m1- 
* nutely, momently, when he will fay, Come and 
«* retire to be with me eternally, Yet a little While, 
* and we ſhall ſay, That Fulneſs is come, and the 
© Completion of all. A! Iſrael ſhall he ſaved; and 
* that Period is coming on apace: Now, now it is 
* coming to me. Oh, now let there be na blind 
Child of God; Oh, now no /azy Child of God; 
© Oh, now for winged Saints, Oh, for thoſe that 
* mount and ſoar, who may anſwer what hath been 
* promiſed in the Book of the Revelation: The 
* Spirit will have a T'ime to do it in, when Slah 
* ſhall be, by the Spirit of Life, turned into Induſ- 
* try, when the Love of God fhall be ſeven Times 
* more when the Glory of Chriſt's Image ſhall be 
* as when the Sun ſhineth ſeven Times brighter. 
* Will God always be ſcarcely known in the 
* Farth? Will the God of all that Grace that 
* ſhines in. Men be Himſelf continually fo obfcu- 
*red? No, no. He longs to be glorified, and 
* to glorify Himſelf; and his Children ſhall be 
* anſwerable to their high Calling. And, Oh, 
* that this might make my 9oul infatiably longing | 
* for this Purity in. its Fulneſs! I adore him fer 
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any little Thirſt, O the good Time, when the 
Heavens: ſhall echo with the Voice of all the re 
deemed Hearts and Tongues. O the Melody, when 
- every redeemed Tongue fhalll be able to ſpeak to the 
. hearing of the Ends of the whole Heavens: () 
the Melody of that great Day, when Sznts and 
Angels innumerable {hall make up the Chorus, 
Oh, . never, never was there fuch Melody ! () 
Lord, keep me in my prefent Work, till Thou 
calleſt me to fruture Work, and prepare me for 
the glorifying of Thee for ever. Help me in 
this inſtant; help me, leave me not now ; hep 
me through this Thicket graciouſly, Lord, era- 
ciouſly deal with me at my Diflolution, that no- 
thing but Actings of Love and Grace may be 
ſhining upon me, I leave myſelf with Thee; 
] defire to do it perfectly.” 
April 19. He ſpake thus to one that had watched 
with him the foregoing Night; © You fee how it 
© itis with me. You are young ; the Lord aitect 
* your Heart with a true Senſe of your eternal 
< State, that you may not be befooled of your im- 
< morta] Soul, by a tempting Devel, and a tempt- 
© ing H/orld.” = | 

In fome Space after he took Occaſion to fy, 
© It makes my Soul aſhamed within me at Times, 
© that I have had the entire Book of all God's Pro- 
© miſes and Covenant before me, and do bolicve 
© that zhere is mine Inheritance; and yet to be n 
© ſuch a Situation as I am, Alas! # be med: the 
* Chudren of the oft High, and to live like Foo's! 
© It ſhould make the Soul long to have the utmoſt 
« of the Grace promiſed, I expe& every Night, 
«* and every Day, and every Part of the Day, to 
+ be gone; that whenever. any fickening Qualm 
© comes upon. me, TI am ready to think this 1s tie 
s Time; and yet[T find, in myſelf, a natural Re- 
6 Juctancy againſt Death, that I would, an! ; 

4 | wou 
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wauld not ; but whatever.my Depreſſion, Datk- 
neſs, or Diſquict 1s, it ariſeth from. ſome 'Pardi- 
neſs. ia my Soul to my God: 'Þ have a ftrong' 
Deſire to b2 freed from my Burdens, and .to be 
in that State I greatly long for ; but yet T am 
willing that God ihould determine ,the Matter, 
Surely I Jong to be in the Fountain, to fe -it, 
and Jive for ever /1n at.” | 
To one aſking him how he did, he ſaid; © It is 
a great Mercy that my Mind abidcs in any State 
of Co-herence; that the W hecls of the Clock 
do not.fall all out of Order. [1 cannot now con- 
verſe, but I think the Trade [mcaning the hea- 
gently Trad?) goes on ; and the Lord make it a 
{mart Trade. Lord, teach me how frail I am : 
* All Things are beſt known by Experience.” 

Avril 20. Finding himſelf exceedingly faint and 
weak, (having much ado to retain Lite) He ſaid z 
I coujd now le down and ſay, This is my lait, 
© if tne Lord ſaw it ft.” 

To a Chriſtian Friend that came to viſit him, 
he ſaid; © Blefied be the Lord for the Covenant 
© of Grace, and the Surety of that Covenant, 
* where our Stay 1s: All is Goodneſs, all Mercy, 
* all Peace, &c. The Way and Method God 
* takes is all of his own Deviſing ; but what his 
© Scope is, in this my preſent Caſe, I do not know.” 
Afterward it being told him of the Death of an 
aged Relation, who lived to above fourſcore Years, 
he ſpake to this Effect; * Is He dead, with whora 
{I never had the Opportunity ſeriouſly to converie 
* upon the "Things of a ſpiritual World ? Surely 
* This is the Time todo any Thing for God in, 
* and to be helpful to others. "The Lord bleſs the 
* Providence to that poor Woman, his Wife,” 

. To. another Friend taking leave, and ſaying, 
* The Lord be with you, I hope He will carry you 
*to your Journey's End;* he replied, * ] hops 
* tic 
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* He will: I believe He will neyer leave me, ngr 
forſake me.? | | | 
To another poor Chriſtian He gave this Counſel; 
cleave unto Chriſt, depend upon Chriit, and He 
w1ll never leave you, I cannot ſay much, but 
be ſure of that; follow hard after Chriſt, and 
He will never leave you: T hat 1s all my Expe- 
rience, all that 1 have been learning of the Truth 
and Faithfulneſs of. G3od thete Scores of Years, 
Only love Him, only obey Him, entirely feck 
Him, and pray to Him much ; for that is the 
Way: I never heard of any that did This faith- 
fully, and was loſt.” Es 
Then he prayed; * O my God, be near me; 
« through the All-ſufficiency of thy infinitely great 
« Grace, ſuffer nothing to miſcarry, 

To a dear Friend that came to vilit him, telling 
him, ©. I hat he was very much upon the Hearts 
* of the People of God, who prayed for hin, 
he replied in theſe Words, That one Heart cf 
Chriit ſets other Hearts on work.* He farther 
ſaid, © I am glad to ſee you, upon account: of 
* former Intimacy ; but I chiefly rejoice, that you 
have found the ſame God in Prayer that I have 
found, and that you are hankering after the fame 
Fountain and Spring, that God hath given me 
alſo an unwearied Reach after, and that you 
cannot live without it. Upon theſe Grounds 
-I am glad to fee you. My dear Friend, fare you 
well: The Lord be with you.” | 

To a Relation he ſpake thus; © Be ſpringing up- 
wards to Heaven, though in pour Springtng, you 
ſpring out of the Body, and leave it behind you. 
Let us look toit, left you and 1 fall thort of cur 
Hope : Multitudes of Profeflors ſtanding aloof ol, 
© have loſt their Way, have loſt their Work, have 
© loſt their End. Oh, how do I love to ſec Grace 


* growin Friends, in Relations ! The Lord be with 
| you 
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* you, andcarry you, and-make AMiction fo be a 
«© ſantified AfMiction ; that in a little while you 
* may not have any Burden, but may ſee and enjoy 
« your Salvation complete. _ TS 

April 21, To another Vilſitant he ſpake thus; 
, I am not to ſtand wondering [meaning in Refe- 
, rence to his long Sickneſs] but yet I may wonder 
, indeed, thatever God made me a Man, that ever 

he made me a rational Creature, that ever he 
, brought me forth into the World where the Goſ- 
, pel was; and that He hath told me, That He 
, will ſave me for ever; Oh, that I could ſufftici- 

ently wonder, admire and adore Him for it !? 
, In all good Things relating only to this Life, 
, the whole Pleaſure we have in ſeeking them is, 
, to think how pleaſurable they will be to us, 
, when aCtually obtained. But the Delight and 
, Pleaſure of ſpiritual "Things lie much in the 
, very ſecking of them.” - 

April 22, Being the Lord's Day in the After- 
© noon, to a Friend that came to ſee him, he ex« 
* prefled himſelf thus : "The DoCtor hath told me 
© the moſt lightſome News to-Day, that he hath 
© told me a great while, in acquainting me that 
© there is but little Hope of my Continuance long, 
© in the World ; but the Afictions of God's Peo= 
© ple lie near my Heart, Oh, to be filled with 
© the Spirit three or four Hours in Prayer for the 
* Concerns of Sion | | 

_ He farther ſpake thus; © What if they that have 
© ſeen me ſhall ſee me no more, yet if he fees me, 
* that hath ſeen my Yearnings and Groanings af- 
* ter Him, He will not ſay, He knows me not: He 
© 15a God that will not forget his Promiſe, He 
*who hath ſeen my Seul in Travel, who hath 
* ſeen thoſe Pangs of Defire that no other hath 
» ſeen; He will be ready to fay, in the Riches 


» of his Grace, Here is poor ſuch a one come to ny 
ne 6 Gate, 


— 


432 


© Gate," come to my "Knee, . come 'to' my Mercy-Sg, 
«Oh, ifor | affectionate "['houghts of ' God ! * Oh, 
< . bleſſed be that Heart which is thoroughly” defi. 
© rous of Him. Oh, Where is that glorious Mi. 
« jeſty? Oh, What is it to come to the firſt Spriny 
« of Spiritual Life? To come to God, to thz 
© God that hath carried me into my threesſcore and 
© tenth "Year, with a high Hand? And now, 
fore-ſeeing the Remainder of my Days would 
be Sorrow and Labour to the Body, He calls me 
off: And, what are threeſcore and ten Years, 
compared with Eternity? A poor Pittance cf 
Time, wherein God hath had very little Service 
from me. Thus I muſe and talk about it, to 
get ſome deep Thoughts of that unſpeakabiy 
Majeſtick Grace. Little can I fay of my Re- 
Iigion more than this; I love the Lord in all He 
did, I love Him in all his Image: I have noother, 
© ] dcefire no other,? | | 
< Lord, glorify thy Name; I have had carins 
< Thoughts about mylelf and others, but now 
© 'Thou ſeemeſt to determine the Matter, Thou 
« didit- fee 1 could not ſtand in the Shock, though 
_» in thy Strength I could have ſtood : But Thou 
© wilt not cauſe all thy Waves, and thy Billows 
© to paſs over me, 'T hou haft had thy Cham- 
© pions, and wilt have thy Champions. Ton the 
+. Clouds ariſe apace, the Wicked are full of 
* Vrath ; they would root out thy Intereſt, they 
© would wake Jacch low, they are ſet upon Mil- 
© chief and Spite, Ariſe, ariſe, O God let the 
+ Lamb deliver, let the Lamb overcome, let thy 
© unreaſonable Enemics be turned over to ſudg- 
E rent,” Beautify the Place of thy Holinefs, con- 
« firm the Weak, fix the Staggering, Let thy 
© People be able to mect Sufferings, to put on 
6. Faith and Patience; and fay, with a chearful 
* Confidence ; //* are for*God, and his TVays. Ii 
Wl ad F ty 
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© thy-People meet Death, meet Lofles, meet what- 
« ever the Enemy can. do; and ſay, We defy your 
« Cruelty. . Oh that thy People may ſtick to TI tice, 
« when there is nothing but Violence, and} Con- 
« tradition of thy Will ! Oh Lord, work Won- 
« ders for thy People; break the Arm, cut: aſunder 
© the Bow of the Ungodly. Oh, let Shame be 
© upon thoſe that would take away thy Worihip. 
« Glorify thyſelf; appear, and ſtand an invincible 
© Champion in /f{rael. Let the Earth know © that 
© Thou doſt poſleſs-the Gates of thine Enemies. 
« Let my Soul be bound in the Bundle of Life*; 
© let my Soul come to all that which is promiſed by 

« Jeſus Chriſt. | 

+ I am to receive the Salvation of my Soul with 
© exceeding Joy.” | | 

« Am I near to the great Revelation of Chriſt, 
© to know more than ever Solomon with all his 
« Wiſdom: Am I near to attain more than ever 
* Paul, by the power of Grace could reach to: 
© And to know more of the Covenant of Grace than 
£ Abravam himſelf did, and all the Saints, while 
© they were here in the World? Oh, I am con- 
« founded, I am confounded and aſtoniſhed, I 
, wonder, I wonder at free Grace; and am amazed 
© at the Want of more Faith. Oh The Filthineſs, 
* the Filthineſs of a Reſpect to my own Works, 
| © which would follow me, and ſpoil all the Myſtery 
© of free Grace! Oh that now at laſt, the Glory 
of that Grrace might lift me into the eternal Place 

of It.; -- 

To a near Relation he ſpake thus; © Bratler, 
Tow are come to take your Leave of me; The 
* Doctor, as a ſweet Meſſenger, told me to-Day, 
© That 1 am near my Change. I am now going 
* from Shadows, to. Sub/tance ; from "Things zmpers 
* fet, to Things complete; and the Thoughts of it 
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even confound me, I have been trading in the 


Things of God for almoſt thrceſcore Years, ] 


mean, as to the Experience of them; and now 
after this Jong W OOF upon the LOOM 
it is to be taken off, and all of it VIEWED, 
and I know a World of Evil in it there is: But 
I have always had a Sufficiency of the Grace of 


2 
J 


the Goſpel declared to me, that as Defects came 


in, they might be removed; and, by his Grace, 
I have "Sip on with ſome Deſire, with ſome De. 
light, with ſome Faith and Chear: And now 
the RECK ONING is to be made. © my 
God, There is a great Tranſaction upon me: [ 
throw myſelf upon Chriſt in the Goſpel: I ſink, 
if Chriſt ſinks: 1 have had nothing elle to reſt the 
Sole of my Foot upon ; now let thy Mercy be for 
me. 'Thou haſt given me good Hope through 
Grace; now Lord, accompliſh every good Word, 
upon which thou haſt cauſed my Soul to hope, 
Thou haſt brought me fo far, to the very End of 
the J/:/dernzſs; now, O God, bring me unto thy 
Canaan : | have waited for it, Many other dick- 
neſſes have not removed me; now thou ſeemeſ 
to ſay, This ſhall, Now, let me leave all my 
Filth behind me ; take it all away. There is a 
TRANSLATION ; let that Tranſlation 
be effeted upon me. O Lord, let not this Temp- 
tation come upon me ; That 1 have prayed to n 
Purpoſe, that 1 have failed in the Things wherem thou |þ 
haſt been ſteering my Soul in Truth, and in Spirit, 
Lord, let not a dead Thought (like dead Flies in 
the Ointment, Eccleſ. x. _, _— with an ugly 
Savour in me, now, when thy Providences, with 
the Concurrence of thy Servants [meaning the 
Phyſicians] ſay that thou calleft me ; when they 
ſay, The Maſter calleth thee, Oh, was there ever 
ſuch a Day ? Had I ever ſuch a Day to be ſtand- 
ing in the Portal, to be waving up my Hand, = 

| | . 
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« be knocking? Oh, for an Opening. Lord, fay | 


© to me, [ will open ; Come in, and let us ſup toge- 
« ther : No leſs, O Lord. Anſwer the Breathings 
« of my Soul all along, all my Days. "Thou art 
« faithful, thou haſt choſen me ; deny me not. O 
« thou that art Truth, thou knoweſt, my Life in 
© this World hath been even Death to me without 
« thee : And now I come, only expecting what 


« thu haft promiſed, and not what I have procured ; 


* for There hath been my BATTLE all mp 


© Days; not to look for w_ Thing of my own pro- 
© curing, but to throw myſelf on thy procuring Grace 8 
« There hath been the WAR. TI faid, if there be 
© not the Son of God to ſave me, all my Works 
6 are vain ; there is no B-:ttom in what I have 
* done: It is only in what thou doft, in thy Coun- 


© cil and Purpeſe of Grace. There I have defired 


* to lic, and to comfort myſelf, and I have had 
* Comfort therein. And upon that Account thou 
* haſt made me aſhamed of all mine unſuitable Act- 
© ings; thou haſt made me aſhamed of them.i Now 
«I would flie over theſe my great Sins, upon the 
* Wings of Faith: And now, Lord, 1et me have 
© Light and Truth, Thou knoweſt (I appeal to 
© thee thyſelf, O God;) thou knoweit,- whatever 
© Things were contradictory to thy Dettrine, and 
* the Grace contained in it, have been r:y Furthen, 
* Thou knoweſt I have not had any Ouiet, but in 
* Reliance on thine own free Grace : And this was 
* thy Doing. "Thou didſt not implant this Prin- 
* ciple for no Uſe, but to aiſure the Sou! poſſeing 
© it, that thou wilt not miſ-lead-it.  O Lord, fave 
* the preſent contending Part of thy Church in the 
* World, This hath been the BATTLE all a- 
* long : Man loſt himſelf quite, Thou haſt 
* brought in for Him a Salvation, and thy People 
© have received it; and thy People never had Com- 
© fort but as this Grace hath ſhone forth. Thy 
j- | L123 -":.-. 2 GhUaren 
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© Children have * been killed and ſtain for this very 
+ Thing. And now, O Lord, ſupport, Oh ſuy- 
* port them in this great Quarrel. © What ? doth 
© the Salvation of all thy People depend on this, 
and ſhall the Enemy deſpoil them of it? No, no, 
I am going to thee, and let me go upon the J//rg 
of thine abundant Grace ; and ſo let All that haye 
tound this Grace and have given Credit to it. ] 
have a World of Evil to ſay of myſelf, for I have 
nothing elſe ; but 'T hat which I lean upon is the 
Truth, - the Virtue, the Grace and Faithfulneſs of my | 
God, Lord help me in this great Thing, and al 
thy People in this Particular; that they may be 
comforted in it, and rejoice in the Hopes of it, 
'T here are none of us who have yet paſſed through 
Death : [ ſpeaking to ſeveral Chriſtian Friends ther 
preſent.) Many of us have been brought near to 
it, but none of us hath actually paſſed it. And 
now ſeeing ſome of us are dropping into it ; Lord, 
let not theſe great Things be ſtrange unto us, nor 
be little tous. Oh, had we better Markets bet- 
ter Improvememts, there might have been upon 
us an eminent Brightneſs in Holineſs, Blelſled be 
thy Name that we have been kept doing, but we 
have had many Haltings, many Delays; we have 
not walked like Perſons of fo high a Calling; but 
thou pardoneft in ſuch a Way, that the whole 
Heaven will ring of thy pardoning Goodne!s. 
Help us to preſs on, help us to preſs on, that 
every one of us may come up to and fulfil our 
Taſk | 
_ He further prayed thus; © Help me a While, 0 
© Lord, Help me till I come. O Lord, till thou 
« removeſt me hence, be teaching me ſtil], care for 
© me ſtill; letall requiſite Things preceding ſo goes 
* a Change be wrought in me; and let thy Care, 
* Blefling, Love, and Grace be upon my dear Allo- 
* ciates, Kindred, and Friends whom I wonws ej 
<61'Y 6 minds 
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© hind: Lord, keepithem, purge them, make-thert 
« to ſhine more and. more; make the Generation 
« preſent and to come more holy. _ W097 

© Let the Malice of the Wicked return upon their 
© own Heads; let none of thine faint in the Day of 
© Battle; give Strength and Faith ſuperabundant. 
© to the 'T roubles thy People meet with, Give. 
£ Boldneſs, Joy and Valour, which the Encmy can=- 
© not vanquiſh; and rid the World of theſe Da 
crities, O Lord, make haſte and deitroy Anti- 
«chriſt, O Lord, refit the Proud ; Oh, make them. 
© aſhamed with perpetual Confulion, and defeat all 
© their Projects ; make them itink all the Earth o-. 
© ver, I leave theſe Things with thee.” 

© ] have peraſed thy Word through thy Mercy : 
©In whatever Things I have ſtepped aſide, 
© pardon it; for thou haſt infinite Meaſures of Par- 
© don with thee. O God, be with me for ever, 
© and recezve my Spirit, whenever thou takeiſt me out. 
oF 6 FWOBRG&: 5 

Then he direted his Speech to an aged Perſon 
preſent thus: © You have lived in Profeſſion long, 
© as I have done; place yourſelf before God with 
« dincerity, as if you had never yet ſet a:Foot upon 
© his Paths; beg of him Truth in the inward. Parts; 
© beg his Spirit; and with full SubjeCtion to him, 
* account your being of a Communicn, in itſelf 
*only conſidered, an inſignificant Thing ; and 
* what, (it 15 to be feared) by 2n undue Depend- 
* ance upon it, hath been the Occaſion of the Ruin 
* of many a Soul, See to it, that you be not only 
* a v1/ible but a real Member of Chriſt.” | 

Then he ſpake to all preſent in general. * Oh 
© that afrer ſo much of the Spirit of God appearing 
* amongft us we raay not be. found poor, ſimple, 
* unlearned Things! What. is the End. of our 
© Church (Communion, but that we may be brought 
$ into. tice Fellowſhip of Jeſus Ciuilt indeed '? 

Eat What, 


© What, but,'to' make the Soul ſteady, ingenuous 


© and diligent z and''to be ſtudying always to ho- 
"© nour him, to give.him Honour, and to defend his. 
© Honour? | And thus, I hope, the Lord will g0 
along with us : Oh, let there not be amonz{t us 
© any of the Stench of a barren Religion. Oh, that 
© the holy Spirit may be working in every one cf 
© our Hearts, that ſuch a little Pittance of Time 
© as 1s here aiforded us may not be loſt, We ar? 
c even at the Judgement-Seat, every one of us, 
© Each of us has often Sickneſtes, and, I perceive, 
© my concluding Sickneſs is come, and to the Judz- 
© ment-Seat of Chriſt I muſt go: Oh, for my AD- 
«£ VOCATE! he will not hide himſelf. We. talk of 
 ©the World to ceme, and mind yot the Nature of 
© it; the Lord open our {hem be minding 
© jt, I would be minding it.” EOS 

« My dear Friends, the Lord-fave us from the 
6 Pollution of the Times: Oh, that we may not 
« diſcover our Nakedneſs in ſuch a Day as this.” 

' © The Lord make you more and more frui:fu] 
< Plants in his Houſe. Oh, that you and 1, while 
6 in this World, may not think too ſlightly of our 
_ Chish Calling. Strength doth fail me to ſpeak cf 
Cit; but ſurely it will be the great Shame, (if any 
«£ ſenſible Shame can be hereafter;) that ever we 
© ſhould be called with a holy Calling to Eternal 
«£ Life, and.yet that there ſhould be no greater Dit- 
« ference between us and the Uncalled of the World. . 
© It is not to gaze upon God in a Way of Profel- 
« fon only, but to get into him who is the Foun- 
© tain of Holineſs; and this is the Communion of 
e Saints Communion with God, There is the 
$ Bottom of all Communion ; and having that, then 
« we grow up in God, into him in all Things, who1s 
© the Fred. | There is a vile Notien ever thru/?:ng 
* 2tſelf. in, as if we might have all the Privileges of 
< the Goſpe), and yet walk with all the Looſeneſs of 


C ar. 
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© an unbended Bow : and from this Thing, doubt- 
© leſs, many with Abundance of Hopes have . miſ- 
© carried, and never reached the Land of Canaan ; 
* but have died and periſhed everlaſtingly. We 
© may gueſs with ourſelves there is ſomething 
+ init, when the Spirit of God ſaith to us, watch, 
* watch, and that we ſhould exhort one another, and 
© bids us often to beware, which is given us as a 
© cautionary Word: And indeed, whilſt I am in 
© the World, let it ſtick with me; and whilſt you 
are in the World, let it ftick with you. We 
© have gone on in a formal Way, and there hath 
© been a ſtrange Kind of Benummedneſs upon the 
© Souls of Chriſtians. What is a Church for, but 
© for the carrying on of Ordinances more inwardly and 
© ſpiritually, as a Church of Chriſt, | 
April 23. He ſpake as followeth. © No Re- 
© freſhment here makes me to think of what is ſpoken 
* in the Scriptures; He ſhall lead them to the living 
© Springs, Rev. vii. 17. At will open Rivers in the 
© Tops of the Mountains, Iſa. XxX. 25. and xli. 18. 
© I think of it too as nearat Hand, but not yet actual- 
© 1y poflefied ; near at Hand, but a little temporary 
h Life ſtands in the Way. I am this Day ſuffering 
© the Puniſhment of the Pleaſure that Adam and Eve 
* took in eating the forbidden Fruit. I am this 
« Day ſuffering under That, and ſhould have ſuf- 
* fered it eternally, in all the Horror and Fury of 
* it, but that a Saviour hath appeared with an ever- 
* laſting Goſpel in the Midſt of Heaven, on whom LI 
* am bidden to rely, and on him I dorely.*” Wuhere- 
* upon a Zni/ter ftanding by, ſaid to him, ©The /z- 
* cond Adam 1s a better Head than the fir/l Adam 
*was.* To which hereplied ; © Oh, Blefled be Di- 
© vine Grace, there is a great Difference indeed ; 
© for always Chriſt and his Grace are ſpoken of in_ 
* the Language of a much more; * and they are zrom 
EY _ Heaven, 


* Rom, V. 9, 10, 17, 20s 


« Heaven. - All that are taken into that dear Chrig, 
< are:as clearly flated in Life, as by the firſt Adam, 
© i#: Death ; theſe are the Words ofa God that can- 
© nct lie, Here is a Ground of Faith, Ground cf 
< Confidence'; where the Soul hath fled and made 
< it its Buſineſs to fly thither, and no where elſe 
© for Refuge, There is a Paſlage, and it is an in- 
« cumbring Paſlagez and al} muſt go through it; 
< and that Paſſage I am now in ; there is no Ex- 
« pectation of my living toreturn back; and a long- 

_ © ing Delire I have to paſs throuph it;. and here I 
< am waiting for that delzvering Yord, and to ſee the 
* Glory of God.” 

To anvthcr Viſitant, he ſaid, * You fee me at 
© a parting View; the Lord be good to you and 
« your Huſband.” *T'o which the anfwercd j © Oh, 
« that my Parting (meaning, out of this Lifc) 
© might be with the /#e Comfort, and with the 
< like Preſence of God, Wohereupon he again ſaid : 

© The Lord make your Religion a thorough Reli- 
. 
C 
o 


gicn, and your Labours in that Family ſucceſsful; 
and enable you to overcome, waen Powers with- 
out, and "Temptations within allauit you. _ 
To another at his taking Leave, ſaying, * The 
© Lord be with you ;* he Pad, © T hope the Lordis 
© with me; and | have Ground of Faith and Hope, 
© that I have Favour in his Eyes. _ | 
April 24 Hs exprefied himi*lf as followeth ; © I 
am at the Term of two great Things; at the 
Term of all my great Subjeton to Sin, and at 
the : Term of the Receipt of all the Liberty Chriſt 
hath purchaſed; at the Term of Sins T hraidom, 
and at the Term of ſpringing up through the Grace 
of Gad to eternal Life. Theſe are great I hings, 
and I cannot manage my Thoughts. about them 
throughly, through the Greatneſs thereof. | 
am going. from the. Yellings . of . Sin in this 
© World, and the woful Effects of it; and I am 


6 going 
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< ftanding, I have Hope in the Faithfulneſs and 
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© to my Soul which is not of this World, if I 
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going -to a Congregation, the Church of the Fir - 
born, written in Heaven; to vilit the Streets 'of 


ven. And here I abide an Expectant, as the 


* content athers a while, but ſeems ratazr to hunt 


my Body is off from all Means of Help in this 


another World, and the Fruits of that World. 
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the eternal. Garace and Love of God, and meet 
the Company that waik there. And methinks L 
am ina Wood, and God hath held me in the 
Portal a pretty while, and here I cannot be per- 
fected ; for [ amd had ' any Fittedneſs, but 
through Him that is compleat, and is in. Hea- 


poor Man that expected to be put into the Pool ; 
and that Angel hath not yet put forth his Hand, 
My Body parcheth, my Mind parcheth ; a /zttle 
Faith and Hope is left me. I leave this World as 
a Place where there. is no ſatisfying: It may 


me away. Body faint, Spirit faint, m a ſtrange 
Land, my Mind 1s all in a Scatter : It will not be 
ſo; it is ſo now. ' O Lord, help me graciouſly 
to wait, Death was always ſpoken of as a dark 
Valley, a Place of Darkneſs and Trial; not a 
Place of Joy; and ſhall I hind it ſo? Notwith- 


Love of God by Chrilt ; There is a ſecret Relief, 
T hat he will turn Death into Life for his own. 
Sake, and ſufler never a clinging Soul to be lopt 
oit and periſh.” 


* I deſue no Food, my very Nature loathes it ; 


World, and here 1 ſtay, through the good Hand 
of God, like a poor Stranger. I am going to 


will: not fatisfy the Wants I have here; They 
will not quench my Thirit, they will not allay 
my Drought: So that if I have not ſome Relief 


have 1t- not from another World, 1 am undone. 
I cannot ſpeak, my Thoughts have a' large 
Theme; I am up and down, in and I 
og: | ee 
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© I ſee a preat Thing before me, and. ſometimes 
© it cauſeth a Word to drop. I fee ETERNAL 
LIFE before me: That great Thing that con- 
cerns me. Sure it is a great Thing to be at the 
very Brink : To ſee all Promiſes fulfilled, and 
all the Demonſtrations of the Goſpel laid open 
to the View: To ſee the Foundation of Eternal 
Life for ever laid, and to come- and caſt one's 
Eye upon it in the Abundance of Faith. And 
theſe are the Things that lie juſt before me ; only 
there hath been an Entrance into them; I have 
believed; and now I go to ſee the Promiſe, and 
the Faith of the Promiſe accompliſhed,? 
"To a Friend, ſaying, © You have a ftrong 
Hand to carry you. Sure, There is our Security, 
' in h:s holding of «ws, more- than in our holding 
of him.* He anſwered; © There it only lies, 
The Lord continue to be with you. The Lord 
make good his Covenant to you, to me, and all 
' the reſt; even That which is written in That 
' good Book of his, in which we defire to have 
-our Hope, Let nothing hinder our Faith, nor 
E diſorder our Practice. - 
| He proceeded further to ſpeak that Day in the 
Afternoon, thus; * God makes all Things here, 
< with Reſpe&t to me at this Time, as it were to 
_ ©:change their Kind. A Draught of Spring Wa- 
© ter, freſh Beer, or ſuch a like Thing; how 
< ſweet have I ſometimes found it! But now, no- 
© thing. The rare Virtues of Apples, and other 
< Fruits; they are to me now as Dirt, they do 
© not anſwer my End, My natural Thirſt and 
< Deſire cannot be gratified with any Thing here. 
* Though my Body lies parching with Thirſt, my 
< Soul loatheth, dainty Meats; and the beſt of 
6 Liquors that have formerly been moſt pleaſing, 
© are now a Burden to me: I can taſte nothing 
s that is to me reviving. God is drawing yo 
: m 
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* my Nature in the Way of a Dilflojution; that T 


<in.by New Covenant Mercy ; and That will be 
© to Soul, to Body for ever: And thanks be to 
« his Name, he will not have me feed with dirty 
« Company. He hath ſhewed me the Way of 
« Life : He hath cauſed me to chooſe Him, I blefs 


< his Name, Oh that wonderful Thing, thu 


© Thou fthould{t cauſe me to chooſe Thee! Oh 
« that 'I hou mighteit be choſen by all thoſe that 
< ever I had Acquaintance with in all my Life! 
< Oh that none of them may go without this Blet- 
« ſing!. Oh, for a truly turned Heart! Oh for 
« the Eyes of Light and Life! Oh, for Salve- 
« tion out of Damnation to a changed People! 
Blefled be God that ANY, that io MANY 
© near to me have been made to enter in at the 
«* right Gate of Eleftion, upon the Ruin . that 
« came by Sin, as I hope, zs I hope. O Lord, 
© find out thine; Thou wilt find them out, Work 
* Miracles, work Miracles by converting Power, 
* in turning Souls to thyſelf, that the Earth may 
« ſee thy Glory, Oh, Thou haſt been zxy God ; 
* Many Ways haſt "Thou declared it, "Thou haft: 
© been the God of the Family out of which Thou 
* haſt choſen me, The Family is. almoft at an 


Lan 


* End. Yet Thou haſt not left our poor Family; 
* two of us are ftill remaining on the Earth. Q_ 


* my God, let it be for an eternal Renown to th 

* Name, that Thou haſt hitherto reached out thy 
© Grace to us two poor Remainders of that nu- 
* merous Family. Oh, Thou haſt given us thy- 
© ſelf to be our God, to be our Portion. O Lord, 
* Thou haſt given thyſelf to us, and Thou haſt 
* given thy Spirit into us; and we, to the Glor 

* of thy Grace, can ſay, "Thou ax: OUR GOD, 
* haſt been OUR GOD, and vvilf be OUR 
* GOD ; and wilt number us amongit thoſe whom 


« muſt have no- more Cheer now, but what comes 


M m Thou. 
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< Thou haſt delighted to take Pleaſure in unto 
< Eternity. O Lord, be Thou the God of our 
< Secd, and of our Seed's Seed : Oh that Thou 
© wouldſ{t take them in with all thoſe Thou haſt 
brought into Relation to thytelf. We have Re- 
lations in the World; ſome that lie under the 
Power of Satan, and Thou makeſt us to know 
it, that it might be a con/tant Grief unto our 
Hearts, Oh that none related: to us, may be 
found at Jaſt in thoſe Bonds! Oh that Thou 
wouldſt imprint thine Image upon them ; that 
Thou would come with a powerful Hand, and 
fully tranſlate them out of Satan's Kingdom, into 
the Kingdom of Chrijt! Lord, we have many 
Relations now up and down in the World, And 
what ſhall we fay for the Children of eur People ? 
QO Lord, wilt Thou look down?. O let not our 
Seed, our Kindred, our Relations be a Means 
to fill the Kingdom of Satan further and further, 
We look upon ſome of our Relations ſometimes, 
and there we cannot fee the Likeneſs of Chriſt, 
the powerful Working of a real Converſion to 
God; we cannot ſee any Thing to give us Aſſu- 
rance, or to give us good Hepe, through Grace, 
that there is a happy Eternity abiding them. Oh 
that Thou wouldit leſſen the Devil's Kingdom, 
and enlarge Chriſt's Kingdom! Why ſhould 
not the Word, in the Power of it, be received? 
O Lord break in privately, in Retirement, upon 
the Hearts of ſuch poor Creatures whom we 
love, but cannot ſave ; but "Thou canſt : Thou 
art our God, and we beg it ef Thee, that 
Thou mayſt have a largely increaſed Hoſt to ling 
thy Praiſe for ever; and that our Relations may 
be a conſiderable Part thereof, We have prayed 
little for one another in the Spirit; Oh that (late 
« as it is) an Afternoon Prayer may come up betore 
© Thee, and be heard, Oh! while we can, It 
| Do our 
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© our Hearts bleed over Sinners that lhve- in- 


« their Sins: Chriit had nothing to do but to ſave 
© Souls in all his Travel in the World. Oh that 
£ Salvation may be unto us the great deſirable 


« Thing ; the Salvation of our own Souls, and 


© the Salvation of others | EN 

© It is a great Thing to be juſt going into eternal 
« Fetters, . or into eternal Freedom. It is a great 
+ Thing to be juſt going into the eternal Priſon, or 


© into eternal Deliverance from it ; and every one of 


$ us is going, and ſhall go into one of thelte. En- 
© ter we mult. among the Danned for ever, or a- 


© mong the Saved for ever. There is no Medium, | 


« abſolutely'no Medium between theſe "Two. Oh 
© for Witdom, Oh for Wiſdom! We: viſit. and 


© we talk familiarly one to another : We are Friends: | 


©to, and take Delight one in another ; in our 
© Well-being, in our Il]-being we ſympathize. one 


© of, and do approve of one another with ſome 


© will avail but Truth in the inward Parts, No- 
© thing but coming up to the very Mind of the Spi- 
« rit of God. Let the Grace of Chriſt now be 


* us know one another only in the Lord, love one 
© another, reſpect one another only in the Lord, 
* and through him, and for him, and to him,” 
© Thus now you ſee, my Soul has Objects before 
* its Eye of a great Nature, and finding myſelf very 
* unequal to them ; I grope, as I can, after them, 
* for I know it is my dear and only Concern, / 
* would not die life a Foal; and I would have all my 
© loving Friends partake of that Goodneſs which I 
* have been, and am perſuaded lies in a ſincere Clo- 
* ſure with thoſe Spiritual Things. I do inſiſt on 
© it, and ſay my full Faith is in this, That whoto- 
*ever doth reject this Salvation, . ſhall ae Nav 
art 
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© withanother; Wehave entertained good Thoughts 


© Meaſures of Reſpect ; but Oh Nothing, nothing- 


* purſued by us fervently and to the utmoſt, Let 
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s Part of it, and whoſoever doth not with a whole 
© Heart ſet out for it, ſhall not know it ; and what- 
* ſoever Soul ſhall indeed turn unto the Lord for it, 
© and commit itſelf unto God to be taught, to be 
< led, and to be tried by him, ſhall not loſe the 
* Good, or any Part of the Good of it ; and having 
< this Confidence, 'I defire to ſet myſelf with full 
© Purpoſe of Heart to cleave unto him who hath 
© called me Years ago, and by whofe Grace I have 
© in ſome Meaſure heard the Call and accepted it,” 

He then directed his Speech to ſome of his near 
Hg at that Time preſent, in ſuch Words as 
theſe : | 

« Dear S///er, Remember me to your Son, and 
< pray tell him from me, that 1 long for his Salva- 
< tion, and let it not be unpleaſing News to him 
« that the SCRIPTURE muſt be his Rule and 
< Delight, otherwiſe he will periſh eternally. Every 
« Thought I have of him comes with a great 


© Weight upon me; and my very Bowels do, as 


Cit: were, bleed for him: And it would be glo- 
© r1ous News to me, to hear, that the Almight 
< had got a complete Victory over his Heart. 0 
© Lord come in upon his Soul, that there may be 
© no diſmal Periſhing at the laſt, We have had 
© our Days of Friendlineſs together: Lord grant 
© that we may not be ſeparated from each other with 
© a doleful: Separation, Oh! that Divine Grace 
© may come with Power, and do beyond all that 
© our Hearts could ever have expected. He is the 
_ © Object of our Pity, Oh ! that he is the Object of 
© God's Pity. He is able to ſet Bounds to his 
© Courſe; he can ſend ſome Stroke upon the outs 
© ward Man, ſome Lameneſs or Sickneſs, or othe! 
« Providential Call, that ſhall have an effectually- 
© teaching Voice. I have often thought God may 
« order his Converſion fo, as to make it (as it were) 
« ring to the Glory of God, Ob that agg 
hep Otncrs 


« Others may pray frequently and fervently for him !' 
« And, dear diſter, do You now ict wober a to 
ray 


« work; We are yet upon pardoning Ground. 

© much, and give away yourſelf to God without Re- 
© ſerve. The Lord make you the moiſt Breken- 
© hearted, and the //1/e/? IY/oman about this Town, 


© Take a ſtrict Survey of your Religion again, and 


© {ce whether it comes up fully to the MARE. I 
* can ſay, my Soul doth dearly love you ; and when- 
© ever I ſee you, it cauſeth, in ſome Degree, my 


«© Heart to ſpring within me. For my poor Sake | 
© then, look out fora true Lodging. Well, Lleaveit 


« with you; I thall ſee you ſhortly again at the 


* Tudgment Seat of God. With Him too I leave 


« this, together with all my Purpoſes and Aims, with 

* Him who is an holy and yet Sin-pardoning CGod,* 
His Council to his Wife was to this Eifect ; 

© God hath given you his precious Grace, walk 
humbly under it; labour in all Things to come 

| © to the very Life of it in Religion. And I have 


© much Perſwaſion, that God will bring. this Child 


© [meaning his only Daughter then ftanding by, } 
© within the Covenant, Yaur great Danger is your 
| * Urbehef; There lies your great Danger ; you have, 
| ©in my Obſervation, true Faith, ftrong Faith, and 
© yet not ready to put forth al! Cafes; It is of a 
| © right Sort, and hath its conſtant Attendant, S:n- 
| © gleneſs of Heart. Be Pra#ical, be Practical, that 
| © you be putting it to Exerciſe every Minute ; for 
| © I do think there is a very indulgent Regard be- 
| © tween Chriſt and your Soul; _ have been 
| © borne down with many Cares, with many Con- 
| © fultons and Scatterings of Heart, and Chriſt hath 
| © pitied you under it, and owned you under it all, 
| © He hath kept up (through his Goodnefs) an ex- 
| © traordinary "Thirſt after him, and a Delight in the 


Q Ways of his Communications. But it is not for 
& * me, to ſpeak theſe Things, as I would not, you 
J ſhouid 
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© ſhould be vain in your own Conceit : But go on, I ſee 
© the Foundation laid : He will never leave you ; be 
Fat reſt, And now ſtudy the great Myſtery of the 
* Goſpel, of which you have an enlarged Notion ; 
* but | would have you turn every Notion into a 
© practical Wark, a prattical Afting, into a pradtical 
* Uſe: And labour to do it every Day, that what 
* you belteve may be to you, as S1b/?ance, and not Air; 
© and the Lord, will vifit you, and help you : Your 
* Nature is timorous, but God coming in to fill 
© your Soul with Faith, and to fill that Faith with 
* powerful Workings, you will have a great Friend 
© at every Turn to be for you, to be with you; 
«* for you will be able to truſt God, when you have 
© no vi/ble Ground, no Inducements from Sexe 
« to truſt to his Promiſes.? | | 
His Speech and Charge to his only Chijd, was as 

RO \. 4 :  folleweth: þ-: 

* MARY, 1 and you muſt part, I and you mult 
© part. I leave you behind me in the World ; and 
© my Prayerto God is, to keep my Child, to teach 
* my Child; to keep you, and to make your Heart 
< to be full of Love to ſpiritual Things, that you 
© may not be befoovled of Heaven; that you may 
© not periſh like a Fool. And I] charge you, 
© I charge you, I charge you, ir the Name of God 
© who 15 your Fudge, that you hearken attentively to 
© all the Counſel of your Dear Mother, and do not 
© play it away, babble and trifle it away ; fee you 
© do it for youreverlaſting Good and Concernment; 
© and be obedient to her, and.do not only be fond- 
© ling, but hearken ſeriouſly to her Counſe], and 
© take itin. MARY come to me, that I may give 
« you one Kiſs.” Upon her coming, He ſaid, * | 
© am about to kiſs you; and let this Kiſs be a Wit- 
© neſs of my true Deſire of your Gzood, FT kils you 
© in Love; and my very Kiſs will be a Witnels a- 
« eainft my Child, if you do not tread in the dtcys 
© of your PARENTS, ſuch of them as you have 


© obſerved 
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© obſerved to be good: O my dear Child, be not 


«careleſs therein, 'I leave you now to the Conduct 
« of him who is my Conductor,” I a 
- Toa Chriſtian Friend who faid we muſt be wil- 
© ling to part with you, you have a P:/gah-Sight of 
© Canaan,” he replied, < I think I am at the very 
« End, and yet I do not go out; all the Day long I 
* am thir/iing. O bleſled be my God, I am per- 
© fwaded he wrll perform all that concerneth me.” 

To another Chriſtian Friend at his taking leave 
of him he ſaid thus, © I expect again to ſee you, 
© and an innumerable Company more of Saints,” , 
He further ſpake with Reſpect to his languiſhing 
* Body; © If I could have ſomething or other to re-, 
* freſh my Body, if the Lord faw it fit; but the 
© whole Earth I think, is inſufficient for it.” 

April 25. "This Day being FIYeanejday, (which 
proved the Day of his Death) in the Morning he 
ſaid to a dear Friend, a Miniſter, * The Blefling 
* of the everlaſting Goſpel be upon you, the Lord 
* be with you.” And about Eleven of the Clock 
he began to change, having ſeveral Agonies ; and 
between them, he delired to be prayed for, ſaying, 
* Lift up a Prayer for me, and ſpeak that I may 
© hear you; For whatſoever ye ſhall aſk on Earth 
© ſhall be granted in Heaven; let the Earth be full 
* of Prayer.” And coming out of another Fit, ſaid, 
© Hitherto hath the Lord helped me, Iam in the 
* Hand of God, I am in his Hand and under his 
* Promiſe ; the End of this Afiction is in the Hand 
* of my God : The Lord enable me to abide his 
*Wil.* And in the 5th Fitor Agony, which was 
betwixt Four and Five of the Clock in the Afﬀter- 
noon, he breathed out his Soul in the Arms and 
Embraces of his dear Lord and Redeemer; retain- 
ing his Senſes to the laſt; for even a little before 
his Deceaſe, his Wife aſking him how he did, he 
| anſwered with great Compolure, *I am almoſt my 
an 
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and deſired to be lifted up a little higher ;* which 
were the laſt Words he ſpake; and a tew Moments 
preceding his Departure, he opened wide his Eyes, 
and immediatcly cloſed them again, and ſo Expired, 


ERRATA. 


Page 72 line 8 gather read gathers. P. 80 1. 1 to deſire 
do defire, P. 86 1. 1 after fufftered by add them was really 
done and ſuffered by. P. 104 I. 6 carrying carry. P. 116 
1. 1 after beholds add fim. P. 116 Il. 1 ceture centre. 
P. 16g 1. 29 and change anda change. —. |. go after in 
add the reſignation of. P. 181 1. 14 to my of my. P. 193 
I. 25 foul /fea!. P. 902 1. 11 devaſtations devrations. P, 
207 ]. 36 inall andall. P. 209 I. 19 as which as that 
which, P. 247 1. 16 after be add of Letter No. 2 I. 10 
after fon addzs. No. 4 |. 13 after find add te. No. 16 
1. 10 go to to go. No. 17 I. 5. your yo. No. 36 1. 1 
diſeaſed deceafed.—l. 8 there be there hail be, No. 52. 
1. 16 delightins de/ignzng. No. 60 1, 2 read ſuch ſurges 
as yu have, No. 71 laſt line aged 45 go No. 72 |. 12 
and that. No. 105 I. 9 reference relzance. | 


The PUBLISHER 1s ſenſible that there are many Errors 
in the PunCtuation, which he 1s perſwaded the Reader's good 
Senſe will correct, and Candor will Pardon. | 
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